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MY LORD, 

AS the advantages, which I enjoyed 
from accompanying your Lordfhip on your 
travels, enabled me to coUedl materials 
for this work, it cannot be iiifcribed to any 
other perfon, with fo much propriety, as 
to your Lordfhip, You, 1 flatter myfelf, 
will recoUedt with pleafure the refult of 
thofe' inquiries to which you were particu- 
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DEDICATION. 

larly attentive; and I am happy in this 
public opportunity of expreffing my grate- 
ful fenfe of your Lordfhip's friendlhip and 
patronage. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's 

Much obliged. 
And obedient 

Humble Servant, 



WILLIAM COXE, 



Bemertcn, Jatu j, i8q2. 
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PREFACE 

TO THE FIRST EDITION OF 1784. 

^ I '•HESE volumes contain the refult of that intelli- 
-*• gence which I colle<5led, and thofe obfervations 
which occurred, during my travels through the northern 
kingdoms of Europe; and I think it my duty to ftate 
my authorities. 

In regaM to Poland, I was honoured with information, 
from perfons of the higheft rank and authority; and 
fortunatel}'^ obtained poifeflion of fome original letters 
written from Warfaw, before and during the Paitition^ 
which have enabled me to throw a coniiderable light 
over that interefting period. I prefume, therefore, that 
the accounjt of Poland comprehends many particnlars^ 
which have not been hitherto prefented to the public. 

With refped to Ruffia, as the Emprefs herfelf deigned 
to anfwer fome queries relative to the ftate of the public 
prifons*; this gracious condefcenfioil in fo great a fo- 
vereign could not but facilitate my further inquiries. 

To this Imuft add, that the late celebrated hiftorian, 
Mr. Muller, favoured me with various communications 
on fome of the moft important and intricate parts of the 
Ruffian annals; and pointed out to me the moft approv- 
ed writers on that empire. 

The nature of the Swedifli government rendered the 
fources of information eafy of accefs; and, fince my re- 
turn to England, feveral Swedifli gentlemen, well verfed 
in the conftitution of their country, have fupplied much 
additional intelligence. 

• Sec vol. III. p. 1 32. 
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Vi PREFACE TO tHE FIRST EDITION. 

As the materials which I acquired in Denmark were 
lefs extenGve than thofe coIle<Sled in the other parts^ \hb 
account of that kingdom is confined to thofe eircum- 
fiances which I was able to afcertain ; it being my invari-- 
able refolution never to adopt uncertain accounts^ but to 
adhere Iblety to thofe fa6ls which appeared to be deriv- 
ed from the moft unqueftionable authorities. 

In the hiftorical relations^ I had recourfe to many 
Englilh and foreign authors^ particularly to feveral Ger- 
man writers of unimpeached veracity, who were refident 
for a confiderable time in fofne of the Northern king- 
domls, and from whom I have drawn many anecdotes 
not known to the Engliih reader. 

Throughout this work, I have fcrupuloufly cited the 
authors whom I have cohfulted ; and have fubjoined a 
Bft of the principal books employed on this occafion, 
with an explanation of the references by which they are 
diftinguilhed'. 

1 cannot clofe this preface without expreffing my ob- 
figations to Mr. Wraxall, Mr. Pennant, and Dr. Pulte- 
ney," for their refpediive affiftance, acknowledged in the 
courfe of the work. General Floyd alfo claims my 
iincereft thanks for communicating his accurate Jour-- 
nal of our Tour; to whofe obfervations and defcrip- 
fions, befides the extraAs in the following pages> I 
^atefdlly confefs myfelf indebted for many intei;efting 
particalars. « 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE FOURTH EDITION OF 1792. 

THE Author publiflied the firil; edition of this work 
in 1784; and the favourable manner in which the 
public received it^ induced him to give another volmne^ 
inchiding a continuation of thofe obfervations^ which a 
fubfequent journey into the northern kingdoms of Eu- 
rope^ in 1784 and 1785^ enabled him to make; more 
particularly an account of thofe countries which he did 
not vifit in his former tour ; n^gncly, Jutland, Norway, 
Livonia, and Couiland. He was likewife enabled to 
make conliderable additions to the account of Den- 
mark. 

In the prefent edition, thofe parts which relate to the 
fame fubjedt have been thrown together, and the re- 
maining chapters of the additional volume arranged in 
as conne&ed a manner as the nature of the work would 
admit. 
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ADVERTISEMENT; 

to THE FIFTH EDITION- 

I DO ndt deliver the fifth edifcion of this \v^ork to the 
public without tiie mo& grateful reoolIe<5lion of it>s tar 
vcMirable r.Qceptk}n^ both in this aiid in foreign coun- 
tries, and with a confcious fatisfadlion^ that, although 
it Wfis the firft fyftematic account of the northern king-* 
doms, nb material error has been idifcove^i^d. In pne- 
paring it for' the pre&^ I have omitted no opportunity 
to correct inaccuracies^ and to fupply fuch additiond 
iaforniation as was requifite to elucidate the final divi- 
fion of Poland, and the other great changes wh^ch have'' 
taken place in the northern kingdoms, I have addled' 
an account of the death of Catharine the Second, and 
ioterefting anecdotes of the amiable and unfortunate 
Stanillaus, of Prince Orlof, Prince Poteuikin, and Mar* 
£b.al Suwarof. I have alfo given farther obferv^iont 
on the Britifh trade with Ruflia, and, in all cafes where [ 
oould procure accurate information^ have brought down 
th<e fiatemenis of the finances and population to the pre- 
sent time. 

By the deaths of many perfons from whom I received, 
information, I now have it in my power to difclofe many 
jrefpedabie authprities, which delicacy prevented me 
from quoting in my former editions. The king of Po- 
land himfelf condefcended to impart much fecret in- 
telligence, and ordered a gentlenian, verfed in tlie 
liiftory and laws of Poland, to communicate all the in- 
formation which I required on that complicated form 

of 
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of government. Hence I was enabled to give a more 
accurate^ and detailed account of the hiftory and con* 
fiitution of Poland^ than bad 6ver before been pre* 
iented to the public. 1 was like wife indebted to Count 
Stackelberg^ Ruffian embafTador at Warfaw^ from the 
time of the firft Partition to my fecond vifit in 17^85^ 
bt various anecdotes relative to that and fubfequent 
events. Alfo to Sir Thomfls Wroughton^ Britiih confuL 
at St. Peter(burgh at the time of the Revolution', envoy 
at Warfaw during the Partition^ and finally minider at 
the court of Stockholm. Count Solm^s, Pruifian mi^ 
niiler at the court of Peteriburgh, read to me a narra- 
tive of the principal events of the Ufe and leign of Ct^ 
tharine the Second, which he had colledted during a re* 
fidence of twenty years, and from which I was enabled 
to throw great light on the Hiitory of the Revolution, 
snd of Prince Ivan. 

The reader will find other authorities refpepting par- 
ticular anecdotes, interfperfed throughout the worl^ 
which, from motives of prudence, I could not difdofe 
in the former editions. 



Btmerton, Jan. i, i8oz* 
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IN thef former edhioAs of this work I reduced tbe 
Ruffian money to the EngliQi ftandard^ and eftimated 
a rouble at 45. or five to a p9und fterling; which, ia 
1778, was nearly its average value. When Peter the 
Great reformed the coinage, be propofed making the 
value of a rouble equal to a rix*-dollar, or about 4s. 6d.; 
at which rate, with a fmall flu6hiation owing to acci* 
dental circumftances, it continued till the commence* 
jnent of the Turkilh war in 1770- Since that period the 
alteratioa of the coin reduced the iotrinfic valtie> a* 
tried in the mint of London, to SL 2d. The-exccfis of 
the imports above the exports, the number of xemil- 
tances neceffary for the payment of the troops em- 
ployed againft the Turks, and the great quantity of pa* 
per money in circulation^ have ftill farther contributed 
to diminiOi the value of the rouble in exchange wUh 
foreign countiies; and it has been mcnre than once fii 
krw as 2^. 4id. Its prefent value is £5. 6d. 

BemertoDy Jam i, 1(02. 
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TRAVELS 



IN 



1» O L A N D. 



HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT. 

B O O K I. 

C H A ?• I. 

Refearclies ipto the origin and progreft of the Polifti government) 
xs^lnquiry into the cauies of the gradual diminution of royal 
prerogative, and cftablifliment of an eleftive monarchy. — Licen-. 
tious power and cohdudl; of the nobles.-^Bad eiFe6ls of ariM*' 
cratical authority* « 

IT is difficult to inveftigate in any country the 
origin and progrefs of its donftitution ; be- 

caufe the beginning of all hiftory is involved in 
obfcurity, and becaufe that body of laws and 
ufages, which forms the effence of every govern- 
ment, is not Created in a particular period, or by 
a fingle event, but generally refults from a ferids 
of Cirpumftances which cannot be feparately 
dilcriminated. In Poland, however, the politi- 
cal obferver has this Angular advantage; the 
various occurrences from which the extraordi- 
voi. I, B nary 
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nary form of government was gradually derived^ 
have been developed by a fucceffion of accurate 
hiftorians *, fomd of whom floviriflied foon after 
the sera when the moft important articles of thd 
conftitution were eftablifhed. By means of their 
authentic narratives we are enabled to trace, by 
what means a monarchy once nearly abfolute, 
funk^ in the courfe of a few centuries, without 
any depofition of the prince or violent convul- 
fion, into a ftate of almoft total' ariftocracy^ 

A brief inquiry into the principal incidents 
which produced this remarkable conftitution, 
accompanied by fuch political reflexions as the 
progrcfs of the detail fuggefts, will properly in- 
troduce a view of Poland in its prefent ftate. 

The fovcreigns of Poland are ufually ranged 
in four claffes or periods : 

1. Of the houfe of Lcfko. 2, Of Piaft, 
Sr Of Jaghellon. 4. Of different famriies. 

1. As the firftf period is allowed to be fabu- 
lous, the beft Polifli hiftorians ufually commence 

their narratives at the fecond aera* 

a. The 

* DlctgoiTms, the fether of Poltih kiftory, was bom la 14^5, only 
45 years after the demiie of Cafimir the Great, from whofe reigA 
Poland dates her written laws. He begins his hiftory from the 
earlieft period of the PoKfli annals, and carries it down to the year 
1480. 

f The fabulous ftory of Leiko II. is as follows: Upon the deatk' 
of Leiko I. duke of Poland, a race was appointed on horfeback, 
and the vidlor was to be nominated fovcreign* Lcfzec, one of thfc 

« candidates^ 
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2. Hie early part eyeii of this epoch ha9 an 
«iir of romance ; a^d the ^ctovfyit of Piaft, who 
gave his name to a line of king$> and from whom 
^1 the natives of Poland who have afcended the 
throne are called Piaft, is a feries of fi^lions. By 
fome, he is iaid to have been a wheelwright, by 
othersy a common peafant, and by all, to have 
gained the crown through the vifible interpofi- 
tion of two.angels. Nor indeed can we expedt 
any faithful accounts x>f a people buried in bar- 
barifm, wholly without letters, and immerfed in 
Pagan fuperi^itioiu We cannot therefore date 
the authenticity of the Polifli annals earlier than 
the acceffion of Miciflaus IL the fourth fove- 
reign of the Une of Piaft, in 964. From his reign 
Poland began tb be connefted with Germany ; 
the hiftorians of which country, as well as thofe 
of Sweden and Denmark, throw a confiderable 
light upoji Polifli alfairs before the exiftence of 
native hiftorians. 

According to fome writers, during the 'whole 
of the fec4md period the monarchy was eleftive, 

and 

^andidatci, ki order to fecurc the vi6lory, .ftrcwed part of the 
courfe with nails, kaving a clear jjaffage for his own horfe. This 
ftiaugem was difcovcred by another of the candidates} and made 
known to the people : the latter rofe, maflacred Lefzec, and pro- 
claimed the other duke, who afTumed the name of Eelko IL The 
«ra in which this I^^fkb reigned is fo uncertain^ that fome hifto- 
rians refer it to the 6tl)> otherd to the 7th^ and even to the Sth. 
tfentury, 

B 2 
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and the fovereign power limited j according to 
others the crowiwas hereditary, and its autho** 
rity abfolute. But this difference of opinion 

• Thay be eafily reconciled ; the crown fcemed 
hereditary from its continuance in the fame fa* 
mily ; but had an eledive appearance, becaufe, 
on the death of the king, his fucceffor was 
formally * nominated and recognized in aoi af- 
fembly of the nobility and clergy of the realm. 
With 'reipeft to the eittent of the king's autho- 
rity, his power, as in the generality of feudal 
governments, when exercifed by an able and en- 
terprifing prince, triumphed over all controul ; 
but, in the hands of a weak fovereign, was eafily 

. reftrifted by the a^fcendancy of a licentious and 
w,arlike nobility. • 

Towards the clofe of this/econd period, 1347, 
Caiimir the Great reftrained the turbulence of 
the principal barons, and granted certain immu- 
nities to the nobles and gentry. This great mo- 
narch was aware, that no other expedient could 
introduce order into this kingdom, thau a limi- 
'tation of the vaft influence poffeffed by the 
t Palatines or principal nobility; and 'had he 
been fucceeded by a line of hereditary mo- 

* narchs, probably the barons would not have re- 

r 

» 

• Lengnioh, Jus Publicum Regni Poloniae, v. I. ^>^%, 
f Palatinoriim et judicum infinita potdUs coercita cft> ^c. 
Sarnidiis, p. 1141. 

covered 
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covered their former afcendancy, and the feudal 
fyftem would have been gradually annihilated 
in ^Poland, aii in other countries of Europe. 

But bis nephew and fucceffor Louis, king of 
Hungary, being a foreigner, was; obliged to ra- 
tify certiiin conditions, whieh circumfcribed the 
prerogative of thb crown, and increafed the power 
jof the barons and inferior nobles. He agreed 
that no .taxes iliauld;l>e impofed without the 
x^onfent of the tiati<m ; and that in cafe of his 
demife without mat^ heirs, the privilege of ap- 
pointing a fovereigh fliould revert to the body 
of nobles*. In confequence of this agreement, 
Louis afcended Jhe throne without oppofition, 
ahd having no fons^ fecured the fucceffion to his 
fon-in-law the Emperor Sigifmond, married to 
his eldeft daughteir /Maria, by proniifihg to di- 
niinii^ the taxes, repair the fortreifes at his outi 
expence^ and confer no dignities or offices upon 
foreigaersf. 

3. The third period begins upon the death of 
Louisf 138Q, when the Poles politically fet afide 
Sigifmond, who would have been formidable to 
their n^wly-acqu^red immunities, and raifed to 
the throne Ladlflaiys Jaghellon duke of Lithua- 
nia, who confirmed all the ftipulations of Louis, 

• * Dlugoflius, Lib. IX. J). 1 102, Sec. 
j- Sec Lengnich, Pac.Con. Aug. Ill, Pref, p. 5. 

£i 3 and 
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and efpoufed Hedwige^ youngeftdamghter of4he 
deceafed monarch. 

By the rentuimtion of Lbuis, the kingi of 
Toland bein^ divcfted of the right to knpofe 
taxes without the*confent o£ the nation, Ladif* 
iaus affembled the nobles * in their refpe^iive 
■provinces to : i obtain an ' additiidnal' ' tribute, 
Thefe provincial alfemblies gave birtli to the 
dietines, which, however, no longer retain the 
power of railing money, but 6ft ly eleft tbfe/hunv 
tios or reprefentatives for the geiieral diet. 

Ladiflaus II L fon of Ladiflaus JagheMbw, purr' 
chafed his noniiia;q,tion to the ifiyii^ceflioni during 
the life of his father, by a confirmation of all the 
prfvilfeges abovfe ebumefated, which he folemtily 
ca^tified at his acceifion. • • • 
. >Uader Cafimir UL t his brother ai«i fuccelfiir, 
forthcr innovations unfavourable tO' regal prero^ 
gative were introduced. ^ Qnfc:of the. principal 
changes in this reign, which laid the fouxydatioft 
of ftill more important rcvplutions in the.Poliih 
government, was , the convaition of a national 
dietinvefted \yith the folc power of granting 
fupplies. Each Palatinate orgrovince was perr 
mitted to fendto this gene'f%lr diet; befide th^ 
Palatines and other principal ,lKUX)as> a certain 

* Prelatorum, Baronum et Militariuin*. Lengnich, Ju$/Pub, 

vol. II. p. 35* . 

f Sonietimes called Cafiinir IV. 

number 
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number of nnntios or rcprefentative«, chofen by 
the nobles and burghers** This reign is there- 
fore confidered by the popular party as the aera, 
at which the freedom of the conftitution was 
permanently eftablifhcd. Cafimir being engagr 
ed in unfuccefsful wars, which exhaufted the 
royal treafures, was under the neceflity of apply- 
ing repeatedly to the diet for fubfidies ; almoft 
every fupply Avas accompanied with a lift of 
grievances, and produced a flill further diminu- 
tion of the prerogative. In Poland, as in all feu- 
dal governments, the barons, at the head of their 
vaflais, are bound to fight in defence . of the 
kingdom : before the reign of Cafimir HI. the 
king G^uld requirfe fuch military fervices ; but 
this monarch, in compenfation for a peciiniai^ 
aid, renounced f the power of fummoning the 
nobl^tohis ftandard, and even agreed not to 
enaft laws without the concurrence of -the na* 
tional diet. 

John Albert, fecohd fon of Cafimir, b^ing 
cleded in preference to his elder brother Ladif* 
laus, king of Hungary and Bohemia, alfented, 
without hefitatioBp to all the immunities extort- 

• See Chap. 8. for proof that the burghers werft* permitted to 
fend repreientatives. * 

f Quod nullas conftitutiones faceret, neque^ terrigenas ad bel- 
fum moveri mandaret, abfque conv&ntione communi iiT fingulLi 
Ikrris iijiftituexidst. Couft. Pol. v. I. p. iS6. 
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M from his prcdeceffors, and fwore to their ob- 
fervance in a general * diet held at Petrikau, 
1469. 

Alexander, his brother and fucceffor declared, 
in. 1505, the following limitations of fovereign 
authority to be funchimental laws of the king- 
dom : the king cannot impofe taxes ; nor require 
the feudal fervices; nor alienate the royal do^* 
mains ; nor enad laws ; nor coin money ;. nor air 
ter the proceft in the courts of juftice, 

Sigifmond I. fucceeded Alexander: a Polifh 
Jiiftorian f fpeaking of his reign, exclaix^s with 
much indignation, * *1 Th? king is almoft deftitute 
of power, he oannot procure any fubfidy on the 
moft preffing emergency, for carrying Qji war, 
pr for the portion of his daughters, without inr 
creaiing the privileges of the nobility*" Notr 
withftanding,, however^ this exclamation, we 
cannot forbear remarking that the power of le- 
vying taxes at difcretion is the moft fonnidablp 
engine of defpotic auUiority : the acquifition of 
it by themonardis of France finally fubverted tlif 
liberties of that kingdom ; and it was m^e the 
firft o.bjefl; of refiftance by the affertots of freedoip 
in our own country. If indeed we were inclined 
to point out any particular period, at wlxich the 
polifh conftitution attained it& moft perfe6lilate, 
we fhpuld perhaps fix on the reign of Sigifmond I, 



• Conil. Pol. V, I, p. 294.» t Orichovius. 
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when the perfon and property of the fubjeft 
were fecured by ample proviiions, and the crown 
ftiU retained confiderable influence. But the time 
was arrived, when an inordinate paffion for li-' 
berty led the nobles to render the throne wholly 
derive, and at each election to continue their en^ 
cr&^chmei] ts upon the regal authority, until the 
king was reduced to a mere pageant. Tlie firft 
public attempt towards eftablifliing this favourite 
obje6i, a freeeleftion of the king, was brought 
forward in the. reign ofSigifmond Augui^us, fp^ 
and fucceffor of Sigifmond the Firft, who. was con-» 
ftrained, in 1 550^ to agree, that no future moparch 
iliould fucceed to the throne upl^fs freely ele^d 
by the nation. . 

' The dearth pf Sigifmond Auguftus without if* 
fue gave efficacy to this conceffion, which might 
etherwife have been countera^led by the popu-^ 
krity aad influence of a claimant by heredits^ry 
fucceffion. For during the Jaghellon linjBj^ the 
fiavereigns, although formally raifed to the throne 
by the confent of the nation, ftill refted their 
pretenfions upon hereditary right, as well as upon 
this confent, always ftyling themfelves heirs of 
the kingdom of Poland. Sigifmond Auguftus, in 
whom the male line of the Jaghellon family bde? 
came .extin6l, was the laft who bore that title*. 

♦ I-cngnich, Jus Pub. v. I. p. 59. 

4, The 
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4* I'he fourth period pofiimeiice^ from the de» 
mife of Sigifmond Auguflus, in 1572, when ail 
title to the croina from hei'^ditary right wat 
fbrmally abrogated, and abfolute freedom of 
deftion eftablifhed. At this sera, a charter of im» 
munities was drawn up at a general diet, to be 
tatified by the new fovereign before his ele^ion. 
The ground- work of this charter, termed in the 
Folifli law PaSa Canotnta, was the whole body 
of privileges obtaiined from Louis and hiid fuc^ 
eeflbrs, with tbefe addition6 ; i . the king to b# 
ele€Hve, and his fucceflbr never to be appointed 
during hi$ life ; 2. the diets to be afiembled every 
two years ; s, every *- noble or gentleman in tha 
whole realm to have a vote in the diet of ele£lion; 
4: fhould the king infringe the law3 and privileges 
of the nation, his fubjeas were abfolved from 
their oaths of allegiance. From this period the 
FaBa Conotnta, occafionally enlarged, have bectt 
confirmed by every fovereign at his coronation. 

Henry of Valois, duke of Anjou and brother 
of Charles IX. king of France, fecured his elec- 
tion, as well by private bribes to the nobles, as by 
promifing an annual penfion to the Republic from 
the revenues of France. His example was fol- 
lowed by each fucceeding fovereign, who, be-* 
iidit, an unconditional ratification of the ^Pa&a 
Conventa^ has always purchafed the crown by a 

^/ . • See the definition of a Noble, Chapes. 

pul?li(5 
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^niisUc largds and by private coituption, circum* 
iiances which tnidear aq ele^ve monarchy to the 
Poles. 

. Under Stqphen' fiathori, the rq|;al power wa$ 
further circuinfcribed by the appointment of fix* 
teen refident fenators chofen at each diet, to at^ 
tend the king, and to give their opinion in all 
matters of importanpe, which prev^ented him from 
iffuing any decree without their confent*, An* 
other fatal blow was alfo given to the prerogative 
in. 1578, by annihilating the fupreme jurifdiftioni 
or the power of judging in thg }aft refojt tht 
caufes of the nobles, excepting fuch as arife 
Wiliiin a fmall diftance f of the royal refidenc^ 
It was enadcd, that without th^; concurrence of 
the king each palatinate or province fliould ele^l; in 
- their dietines their own judges, who fhould form 
fupreme courts of juftice, called Tribunalia Reg-- 
mX^ and that in thefe courts the caufes of the no- 
bles &ould be decided finally and without ap- 
J>eal, a mode of Judicatjire /which prevails to this 
day. 

•This appointment was'hiade in 1573, under Henry, but did not 
takrplace tiU the mgn of Stephen. Lenguich, Jus Pub. v. I. p. 344* 

n.44- 

. f The courts exerciiing juftice in the king's name within the 
difbift are called Affefforia Regni. Until the death of John So- 
bieddy the kings judged frequently in perfbn, but this ceafed to be 
the cuftom from the time of Auguftus II. and the Great Chancellor 
now exerciies, in his Majefty's name, that branch of royal prero-^ 
gative. 
J Lcngnichy Jus Pub. v. II. p. 536. 

The 



1$ . P O L A K jy. ,B. % 

• .The turbulent reigii of John Cafimir was mack^ 
ed by the introdu£):ian of the Liberum Veto^y or 
the power M'hrch each nuntio claims or exercifes 
,of interpofing a negative, and, in confequencc 
of that interpofitionf of breaking up the diet ; a 
privilege which the fovereign himfelf does not 
pol&fs« and whiph has principally.coritributed to 
jdeftroy the true balaaipe of the Polifli conflitur 
tioTi. ^^ ' 

' But the king was ft ill the fountain of honour ; be 
conferreid the principal dignities Jandgre^t offices 
of the republic, andbeftowed the Stkrofties, or 
lXoy?i\ fiefs, which are held duiing the lifetime 
of the poffeffor, ^ Hence he ftill inaintained great 
influence in the councils of the nation ; but tlus 
laft fojitary branch of royal prerogative was wreft* 
ed from the prown p,t the eftablifliment of the 
Permanent CQuncil in j 77Stf 

Thus it appears, that, from thfe time of Louis 
to the prefentYCriod, the nobles; have- continued 
to din)inifli the regal authority, iand to augment 
their own privileges. Many of the conceffions 
which they obtained from the fovereigns of the 
^^hcUon line, were juft and reafonable, and tend'^ 
ed only to efiablifli an equitable degree of free- 
dom, When, however, an abfoliite right to diH- 
pofp of the crown gave repeated opportunities^ of 
prefcribing unconditional terms to every candi- 

• For an account of the Liberum Veto, fee Chap. 6. 
f See Chap* S* 

date 
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date for the thrbtae, they were no longer content 
with that equal diftribution of power, which is 
the excellence of a limited monarchy, but af- 
pired to, and nearly attained, a dire6l ariftocracy 
under a regal form. 

From this general review of the revolutions in 
the conftitution of Poland, we may infer, that, 
BOtwithftandingtheirboaftedliberty, the Poles are 
by no means free. Indeed their hiftorians, how- 
ever they may differ in other points, unanimoufly 
agree in reprobating their aifeftation of liberty, 
the ihadow rather than the reality of freedom, 
which is in fa6l merely a turbulent fyftem of 
ariftocratic licentioufnefs, where a few members 
of the community are above the controul of 1j\.w, 
and the majority excluded from its proteftion. We 
Ihould fuppbfe, that, if in any inftance they were 
free, it would be in the eleftion of a king, one 
of their moft vaunted privileges ; yet Sarnifki ad- 
drefles the Poles with great truth in the follow- 
ing words : ", Turn over your annals, and you 
will fcarcely find a fingle example of a free elec- 
»tion *." Another Polifti hiftorian, the celebrated 
Staniflaus Lubienfki bifliop of Plotfko, juflly 
contends th;it the Poles, free as they pretend to 
be, are abfolutely in a ftate of flavery, to which 
they have been reduced by an inconfiderate paf- 

• Revolvite annalcs vdlros, vix iillum txemplum liberie clc6li- 
enis invenietls. 

fiou 
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fion for liberty *. In^ word, it is evident froiti 
the hiftory of this country, that the Poles werer 
more free at hom^ and xt\Q¥e independent and 
fiouriihing abroad, When the fovereign had greater 
authority, when the nobles affifted at the diets 
without the privilege 6f diffolving them, and 
when they fubmitted themfelves and their pea-* 
lants to the jurifdi^on of the king. The proof 
of this affertion is founded on thefe fa6ls : 

1* The wretclied ftate of the towns compared 
with their former fiouriihing condition, during 
the reigns of the Jaghelloil family^ when the 
burghers even poffeffed a right of fending nun* 
tios to the dietsf. 2. The miferable condition of 
the peafants, the increafe of whofe oppreflioa has 
correfponded with the increafe of the power of 
the nobles; for whenT;he king loft his weight in 
the conftitution, this mofl: numerous and ufeful 
order of fociety loft their chief proteftor. 3. A 
total confufioxL introduced into thefadminiftration 
©f public aiFaii^, and a ftate of anarchy,^ which 
prevents deliberation, and delays the adoption 
of neceflary meafures even in times of the moft' 
preffing emergency. 4. The decline of the im* 
portance, and diminution of the Polifh territories. 

• Ekpehdamus paululum ftatum reipublicae « incpnfulms liber- 
tatis amor dum ijdem leges fenxnt, qui poefnis obnoxii Aint, etim- 
ptmitatis deiiderjo, juris, qbo tot fsculis patm ftetit, convellunt 
fundan^enta^ nos eo redegk ut liberi fffiino cuiquefermuufms, p. 19^ 

t^eChap. 3. 

'For 
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For a kingdom containing near fouHecn nail-^ 
lion inhabitants^ if well r^ulated, would neve? 
h^yc fallen an eafy prey to the ambition of it$ 
neighbours ; its internal flrength, aiTifted by its 
natural alliances, would have protrafted, if not 
prevented, the difmembennent. Nor are the fa* 
tal effefts of the evils inherent in the conftitution 
yet folly exhaufted ; the fame incapacity of re- 
lifting the encroachments of neighbouring pow- 
ers, which rendered the Poles paffive during the 
late partition, will render thctn equally fubmiffive, 
when future clairns ihall be urged by a fimilajr 
combination^. and compel. them to acquiefce un- 
der any pretenfions, however chimerical or un- 
juft. 

In fliort, anarchy and confufion are not only 
tolerated, but are even fuppofed by the nobles to 
be neceffary for the fupport gf the conftitution, 
in conformity to a national proverb, that " Po- 
landfubjijis by anarchy'' In oppofition to this 
abfurd idea, Sarnifki advifes his countrymen no 
longer to fufFer the republic to be governed by 
chance, or to fubmit to the caft of the die the 
adminiftration of affairs, on which, their very 
• exiftence as a nation depends*. 

. ♦ Non condemnetis (fays Sarnifki, in the Itriking paflagc to 
which I allude, and of which it is impoflible to prefenre the fpirit 
in a tranflation) qusefo prudentiflimorum virorum coniilia ; nee 
finatis amplius <afu rempubiicam regi, nee permittatis dubia t^lem 
re$9 in qoibus vita et mors, falus et interitus, ad limtn-fedent. 

King; 
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King Staniflaus Letzihfki and the Abb^ Ko* 
narfki are tlje moft celebrated . of the modenl 
Polifli authors, who have expofed in the ftrongeft 
colours the diforders of the government, and 
the exorbitancy of the privileges poffefled by the 
nobles: but what avail the reprefentations of 
hillorians againft fa6iions, againfl a tumultuous 
nobility, or againft the cabals of neighbouring 

^ powers? Poland, without an army, without 
money, without fortreffes, without refources, and 
vnth a defe6live government, the fource of all 
the other calamities, can never emerge from her 

' prefent fituation. Her misfortunes will gradually 
increafe, notwithftanding the remonftrances of 
a few ' real pdtriots ; until by flow progrefs> or 
fome violent revolution, Poland fubfides into an 
hereditary monarchy, or a well-ordered republic j 
or, which is more probable, is totally fwallowed 
up by the neighbouring powers- 
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KINGS OF i>OLANA 



bF DIFFERENT FAMILIES* 



HsNRY ot Va- 
lois duke oJTAn- 
jouy afterwards 
king of France, 
king of F^oland, 
May t573, ab- 
dicated Juhe 

1574^ 



Stiphkn ^a- 
TBORi, king of 
Poland,Dec. 14-) 
r575, upon his 
marriage with 
AaneJagheUon, 
died at Grodno, 
Dec. 12, tfi6, 
aged 54. 



SiGISMONP til. 

king Auguft 
1587 ; died at 
Warfaw April 
30i i6j2i aged 
66. Seethe for- 
mer table. Mar. 
I. Anne daugh- 
ter of Charles 
archduke of 
Auflria ; z.Con- 
ftahtia, iiAer of 
Anne. 



Ladislaus IV. 
Ton of SigiC- 
moud III. king 
Nov. 1632; died 
at Meretz, May 
20y 1648, aged 
52; married I. 
C^cifiadaughter 
of the emperor 
Ferdinand II. 
a. Louifa Maria 
princefi oitHe- 
vers. 



John II; Casi- 
MiR, king Nov. 
20, 1648; abdi- 
cated Septem- 
ber tSf 1668 ; 
died at Neven 
in France, Dec. 
16, 1672, aged 
64 ; married 
Louifa liis bro- 
ther's widow. 



6. 

MlCHAEI. ko- 
RIBUT W1IES- 

NovisKi, king 
June 19, 1668 : 
died at Leopold, 
Nov. 10, 1677^ 
aged 35 ; mar 
Eleonora 
daughter of the 
emperor Fer- 
dioanti III. 



riMM 



JonK III. So- 
Bissici, king 
May 21, 1674; 
died at Villa- 
no w, June 17, 
16^6, aged 66 ; 
married Marie 
de la Grunge 
d'Arquieu. 



8. 

AtJOUSTWS II. 

ele^or of Sax- 
ony, king June 
1697; died 
i733> aged 63 j 
m. C hriftina d. 
of Chriftiah 
hiargrave of 
Braiidenbuigh 
Bareith. 

Stanislaus 
Letzinski, 
chofen July 12, 
1704; driven 
from Poland j 
elected on the 
death of 
Auguftus II. 
again obliged to 
retire; retainetj 
thetitleofking5 
died at Lune- 
ville, 1766. 

■— — ■ I I III" i> 



AiToufiTUs III; 
eledtor of Sax- 
0'.y, king Odt. 

5, 1733 * **^«'' 
at Drefden,Oa. 

1763 ; married 

Maria Jofephi 

na daughter of 

the emperor 

Jofeph I. 



10. 

Stanislaus 
Augustus, 
king Septem- 
ber 1764, ab- 
dicated 1794, 
died 1^98. 






laaM 



■•"IW 



ihiWi 



fO ^ O L A K ]>• B. iV 



CHAP. i. 



EkakmofStaniflawAuguftus.— His excellent regiilationt dppofed 
by the neighbouring powers^Hiftory of the Diffidents— their 
priyUeges aboliihcd by the diet of 176^.— Confederacies in their 
feyour fupportcd by the; Emprefs of Ruflia.— Reftored to their 
rights by the diet of )i76«.— Prt>ccedings of that dict.<**Rife of 
the civil commotions. 



N the demife of Auguftus the Third,. Sta- 
niflaus Auguftus*, fon of Count Ponia- 
tow{ki the friend and companion of Charles XII. 



o 



was 



• It i* wdl known diat Stamflau* Awguftus owed his .levation 
to the tender partiaUty of Catherine the Second, which comrBenced 
dnring hi. refidence at Peteiftufg. r, ■ . «.- 

He was fecond furyiving fon of count Staniflaus Ponmtowfc., 
iaftellan of Cracow, by the princef. Conftantia Zartonfi. and 
educatedwith gi«t care under the aufpices of hw refpeftaUe fa- 
ther. At an early age ht traveUed through diffef«it part, of Eu- 
r^., paffed feyend month, in England in ,,54. where he «ce»ved 
^«oft flattering reception from perfonl of ment andd.ftina>on, . 
and imp^yed himfelf in the knowledge of the Engh(h language, 
conftitution, and commtrce. ^.n,^,^ u^ 

Among thofe with whofe atte|^n. he was moft flattered, he 
^way. Mentioned, in term, of peculiar refpeft and gratitude, 
lord chanceUor Hardwicke, with whofe femily he contmued m the 
ftriaeft friendftiip, an^ mwnt^nedan uninterrupted correfpondenc* 
Zith the Hon. Charles Yorke and fir Jofeph Yorke, ifterwards 

LoidDoW; On 
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was fupported in his pretenfions to the cra\m by the 
Emprefs of RuiEa and the King of Pniffia, whole 

aJQUflancey 

« 

On his return to Pbknd, and daring his cofttmuance at Drei^en^ 
9t the coart of his fovereign Augnftus the Tbinl, he comtaeucci m 

an acquaintance with iir Charles Hanbttry WiUiams^ ^ten Britifk 
envoy at the court of Drefden, whidi was eventually the caufc of 
ihis iubiequent clei^ation. One of the great parties into which Po- 
land was at that time divided (which was headed by his unde^ 
prince ZartonHd, and his father) being £xwaarablc to England^ a 
conftant intercourfe took place between the chiefs and the Britifh 
minider. The yotpig count was admitted into this intcrcovrfe^ 
and being acquainted with the Englifli langus^e^ and an entha- 
fiafbic admirer of EngliOi manners, became the confidential agent 
betweoa his relatives and. the Britiih minifter. Thaagb only 
twenty-three years of age, he appears to have equally enjoyed the 
con&dence of both parties ; and many lettert in the papers of £r 
Charles Hanbury Williams, preferved at Pontypoot Fiark, in Mon- 
mouthfliire; difpby the political advantage derived fixim his inter* _ 
vention. 

From the accounts diffeminatedby French writers^ one nught be 
, led to fuppofe that the young Staniilaus followed the Britiih ml* 
niiler to St. Peterfburgh as a needy adventurer, withoiut conncc- 
tionsy information, or influence. But it is an undoubted J&d, that 
the great party in Poland, of which his imcle was the hcsedp 
ftrongly recommeuded iir Charles Hanbury Williams to George the 
Second, as the fitteft peribn for the embaify to St. Petetiburgh^ 
for his adlivity^ zeal, knowledge of Poliih affairs, wit, and accom* 
pUihmcnts. After much relu6huice, §t Charles accepted the em- 
ployment, in obedience to the exprefs commands of his fove- 
reign. 

Count Poniatowiki having rendered himfelf highly ferviceable 
in the affairs of Poland, and acquired the full confidence of the 
Britiih embaflador, accompanied him to Peterfburgh as a confiden- 
tial friend, but was fecretly charged with the management of Polifh 
affairs, under the aufpiccs of England. In a letter to Mr. Charles 

. ^ I Yorke, 
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affiftance, ftrengthened by a party among the no- 
bles, and, aided by his great perfonal accomplifhf 

' ^ mentSjj 

Yorke, dated Peteriburgh, December 17, 1756, he fpeaks of him* 
felf as domiciliated in the houfe of fir Charles Hanbury Williams, 
and mentions, in the warmeft terms of gratitude, his confidence 
and friendlhip, and the political knowledge which he derived front 
his information. He dwells with peculiar energy on the diftra<5ledi 
ftate of Poland, the prevalence of the French party, and the le- 
thargy of Ruffia J and mentions it as the principal objeft of hit 
ambition to refufcitate the Anglo-I^uffian party. Thr(fugh the 
iirhole of this letter he evinces his attachment to England, and his 
fondnefs for Engliih literature, particularly his adoration of 
Shakefpeare. 

At the period of his arrival at Peterfburgh, thie Great Ducheft, 
afterwards Catharine the Second, was in the 25th year of her age, 
elegant, acconiplifhed, animated, and had fecretly commenced that 
career of gallantry, which flie afterwards did not affect to conceal. 
Her firft lover, count Soltikof, had been recently difmifled from 
court, and the place of a new admirer was ftill vacant. She was 
fmitten with the figure and addrefs of Poniatowfki, and he was no 
lefs captivated with her charms. An intercourfe was eaiily arrang- 
ed, in the court of the voluptuous Elizabeth, and the two lovers 
often met in difguiie at the houfe pf an Englifh merchant. This 
intrigue was of the utmoft importance to the politics of England, 
and fir Charles Hanbury Williams, in feveral difpatches, expatiates, 
on the advantages derived from the influence of the Great Duchefs. 

Poniatowfki was foon afterwards appointed Polifli envoy, and 
■ remained at Peterlburgh in his new chara^er. After the departure 
of fir Charles Hanbury Williams, in tl^e fummer of 1757, and the 
breach of the friendftiip between England and Ruflia, he continu^^d 
to be the channel of communication between the Grand Duchefs 
and the Britifii miniftry. 

The Great Duke Peter, who had hitherto connived at the con- 

• — 

nexion between his confort and Poniatowlki, became fuddenly in- 
flamed with jealoufy, and at his earneft reprefentations, Poniatowiki 
was commanded to quit Peterfburgh. He retired with regret into. 
Poland; brooding over his chagrin and difappointment, until the 

accefiloE^ 
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merits, faifed him in I7fi4 to the throne; live 
thoufand Ruilian troops Rationed near. the plain of 
Vola, at the diet of eleftion, fecured good order, 
and over-awed the oppofite party. The pradicc 
of cantoning a body of foldiers near the plain of 
ele6Hon, has been adopted by different ibreign 
powers for near a century ; a mode of proceed- 
ing, which, however galling it may appear to the 
licentious nobility, prevents the effufion of blooil 
that formcxfy deluged thefe tumultuous afleml^lies, 
Staniflaus was in the S2d year of his age when 
he afcendedthe throne, and feemed calculated by 
his abilities and virtues to raiie Poland from its 
deplorable ftate, had not the defe^ls of the con* 
ftitution fettered his exertioiis for the public 
good. Thp faireft hopes were conceived of hia 
future reign ;. but thefe flattering prefages were 
difappointed by the fa6^ions of a turbulent peopte, 
fomented by the intrigues of the neighbouring' 
powers ; and the moft amiable among the Polifh 
fovereigns was doomed to experience the dreadful 
effe^s of that exceffive liberty, which is incon-^ 

fiftent 

aipceifion of Catharine the Second, when his hopes reviye^. ThpngBi 
her afFeftion^ were fixed on OrlofF, yet Catharine ftill rctaine4 a 
high degree of efteen!! for her former lover, and raifed him, on the 
death of Augnftus the Tliird, to the throne of Poland. 

Tills account is principally drawn from the king of Poland** 
letters to the family of Yorke in the poiTeflibn of the Earl of Hard* 
wicke,*and from the papers of fir Charles Hanbury Williams, pre - 
fervcd at C. H. Leigh's, Efq. at Pontypool Park, Monmouthiliirc. 
€ee Tour in Monmou':hlhire, chap. 15 and 29. 

iSigIfis^oa4 
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fiftent with the exifience of a well-regukted go- 
vernment The firft a6te of his reign were adapt-^ 
cd to introduce order into the interior adniiniftra- 
tion, and refcue his country from her dependence 
upon foreign powers. The tendency of thefe 
- excellent regulations to increafe the power and 
confequence of the nation gave umbrage to the 
adjacent ftWes, and were vigoroufly, oppofed by 
a ftrongparty within the kingdom : at-this crifia 
too, religious difputes blending with political ca-* 
bals, the flame of civil difcord burft forth with 
a violence which had not hitherto raged even in 
Poland. 

The body of Polifli religionifts, termed Diffi-* 
dents, make a principal figure in the fubfequent; 
commotions ; their concerns being the real or 
pretended objeft of attention in every material 
tranfaftion. The hiftory of this party is thtm 
iketched by the Polifli hiftorians : 

The reformation was introduced in the reign of 
Sigifmond L who perfecuted its followers : their 
number however gaining ground, his fon Sigift 
'mond Auguftus * not only indulged them in theli-^ 
beral exercife of their worlhip, but admitted them, 
together with the Greeks, and aU other fe6ls then 

♦ Sigifmond Augufbis gave evidei^t marHs of favour to the pro- 
^eiiant confeffion, ,and was even fufpedted of an incl^iatiou to 
f hange his religion, ^ ut etiam de ipfo niDior effet ac fi svita iacra 
iren^tiare ycllet.^^ Lengnicb, Jus Fubl. II. p. 554. 

fubfifting 
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fubfifting iii Poland, to a feat in the diet, and to 
all the honours and privileges hitherto confined to 
the catholics, Thefe maxims of unlimited tole» 
ration were generally adopted by the nation, and 
the members of the diet, which affembled upon 
the deceafe of Sigifmond Auguftus, being of dif- 
ferent perfuafions, determined on a reciprocal in- 
dulgence of their re^eftive tenets*. To avoid invi- 
dious diftin^tions, they ftyled themfelves indifcri- 
minately " diffidents in rehgion," a phrafe inti* 
mating, not, according to our notions, feparatifts 
from an eftablifhed church, but perfons holding 
different opinions in religious matters. It was at 
the fame time enafted, that this difference of re- 
ligious fentimentg flipuld create no difference in 
civil rights ; and accordingly in the PaBa Con^ 
vent a formed by the diet, a claufe was mferted as 
part of the coronation oath: " I will keep peace 
among the diffidents f. " Henry, who objefted to 
this univerfal toleration, withheld his confent, till 
one of the PoUlh envoys exclaimed, " Unlefs you 

• We need not be (urprfzed at this general fenfe of the diet, fb 

contrary to the general principles of the catholics, when we conii- 

der that the catholic auntios-heing inferior in number to thof^ of 

the other perfuailons, were well (atisfied to obtain an equaJity with 

the others. The proteftant party in the nation was at this period 

{o ftroQg, that it was even taken into con fide ration to tltdi for king 

a Poliih nobleman, who bad embraced the reformed religion. 

Lengnichy Jus Pub. v. II. p. 555. See alfo Liad*s Letters on the 

State of Poland, p. 82. 

f Pac. Con. Ang. III. p. if, 

confirm 
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ccmfirmthis article, ybtx cannot be king of Po^ 
land ;" .be accoi'dhigty took an oath ta ofeferve 
this claufe, before he was. permitted to afcend 
the throne ' **: 

In procefe of time, the Roman cathoRcs hav- 
ing acquired a confidferable afcendency, ventmerf 
to apply the expreflion of diflidents to all thofe 
who diflfented from the catholic religion. This. 
: reftriiftion was attended at firft m^ith no encroach-: 
ments on the privileges, of. the other fe6l& ; and 
the term diffident^ was^ not. yet regarded in an 
obnoxious light, The diffidents indeed ftill con- 
tinued in fuch unqueftioned poffeffiatf of all 
rights, civil and rehgious, that, when it was 
agreed by both catholics md piotcftants to pe»- 
fecute tlie ariana, it was thought previoiilly ne- 
ceffary to expel them from the body of diflidents. 
In confequence of this exclufion, the arianife, in 
the reign of John Cafimir, werei firft rendered 
: incapable of being elected nuntios, afterwards^ 
deprived of their places of worfliip, and finally 
baniflied*. 

This perfecution, inadvertently affented to by 
the proteftants and Greeks, was a prelude to that 
which they fuffered; for, as the catholic party 
predominated, the term diflidents, at firft coniined 

• Lengnich^ Jus Pub. .II. s$y. 
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to perfons profeffing the proteftarit * and Greek 
fcligionSy became of a lefs inoffenfive Import; 
and conveyed an idea of nonrconfonnity. The 
feftarieS; accordingly, who were ftill diftin-.- 
guiihed by the appellation of diflidents, perceiv- 
ing the intention of the catholics to undermine 
their privileges, obtained a declaration that they 
ihould not be blended with, and be obnoxioiii 
to the penal laws enafted againft the Arians. 
But thefe promifes were infenfibly eluded ; their 
privileges were gradually diminiflied; in the 
courfe of a few years they were fubjefted to a 
variety of difqualifications, and at length, in 
1733, formally, incapacitated from fitting in the 
jdietf. A law of Ladiflaus II. againft heretics, 
as well as the penalties againft the Arians, were 
revived, and occafionally extended to the diffi- 
dents. 

Thefe continual perfecutions greatly diminilhed . 
their number, and rendered their remonftrance$ 
ineffedual ; the catholics, who took the lead in 
the diet, even declared it high treafon to feefc 
the reftoration of their immunities by the inter- 
ceffion of foreign powers, in direft contradiftidn 

♦ NameJy, the Lutherans and Calvinifts; all other proteftant 

fefts, the Memnonites, anabaptifts, and quakers, being not in- • 

eluded among the difUdentsi and the perfccuting laws ena^^ed 

againft the Ariai^s are in full forcie againft them.Pac. Con. Aug. Ill* 

p. i8, 29, 

. ' • ' 

t Lengnich, Hift. Pol. p. 376, 
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jo the trieaty pf Olivja, i» vhich it iv:as ftipijlatdcj, 
tl^t tl^e FJght^ of jthe diffi4^n^3 ibpuld ^e ipaiji- 
lained ia their, full latitude *. 

Such was the fituation of the diffident at th^ 
jicceffian of Staniflaiis Auguftus, yho, though 
ftrongly inclined to toleration, wa? pbjiged to 
4Concur with the general fenfe of the diet, ^d con- 
&mi the laws which had been promulgated jagainli ' 
them. The diffident^ applied to the courts of 
X*ondofl, Peterfburg, Berlin, and Copenhagen, as 
the mediating powers in the. treaty of OUva, who 
warmly fupported their caufe, and prefented me- 
niorials to the diet, demanding a reftoration of 
their religious eftablifhments, aiid of all the pri- 
vileges fecured to them by that treaty. 

The diet of 1 766, however, was not of a teipper 
to accede to thefe propofals. The enemies of to- 
leration contended, that the privileges were obfq- 
Jete,, having been repeatedly aboliihed in va- 
rious diets, and that the difiidents had no well-^ 
founded claim either tothereftitutionof theif ci- 
vil immunities, or to the toleration of their wor- 
Ihip; the biihop of Cracow, the moft bigotted 
of the catholics, even propofed a law againft 
their, catholic abettors. Violent altercations 
arafe in the aflembly, when the Pmffian and Ruf- 
fian memorials were read ; and an immediate tu- 

• For the account of the diffidents, fee Lengnlch, Pic. Con, Au^. 
III. x6«*30. and Jus Publ. ffsurfinu 

mult 
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mult being apprehended, the king retired with- 
out proroguing the diet ^ tiftial, to the following 
day. The primate likewift refufed to contmue 
the fitting, and the members Separated in great 
diforden On the fubfeqiient day, the fpirit of in- 
tolerance was in no degree abated % the moderate 
party was over-ruled, and the afts againft the diffi*- 
dents confirmed. But to concilig^te the mediating 
powers, the Bench of bifliops, by command of the 
diet> drew up nine articles in favour of the diffi- 
dents,, relative to thie free exercife of their worfhip, 
Thefe conceffioris hot being deemed fufficicntly 
favourable, while the exceptionable laws were un- 
repealed, the Emprefs of Ruffia remonfti-ated 
againft the proceedings of the diet, and the diffi- 
deiri:s began'to form confederacies in different 
parts of the kingdom. They were joined by many 
difcontented catholics, and affifted by a large 
t)ody of Ruffian troops, who etitered Thom; 
where the firft and principal confederacy took its 
rife. All the mediating poweis, Great Britain, 
Denmark, Pruffia, and Sweden, teftified their ap- 
probation of thefe confederacies. Thedifputes foon 
ehibriaced other obje6ls befide religion ; political 
giievances were brought forward, and feverjfl 
confederacies ftarted up in different pai-ts of the 
kingdom among the catholic nobles, who affeded 
to be advocates for toleration, and declared their 
Intentions of fupportingthe caufe of the diffidents. 

Prince 
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Prince Radzivil, who had iignalized liimfelf id 
oppofing the king's eleftion^ was appointed iriar- 
ihal to all the catholic confederacies, united iji 
one formidable affociation under the appellation 
of malcontents. The coalition of this catholic 
confederacy, with that of the diftidents, fooh af- 
terwards took place in the palace of prince Rad- 
iivil at Warfaw4 Mean while the king convoked 
an extraordinary diet, as thp only probable meana 
to prevent a civil war^ and appeafe the Empfefs of 
. Buffia, whofe troops had advanced within a fmall 
4Jiftance of Warfaw. The diet, fummoned for the 
purpofe of reconciling the oppofite parties, failed 
in producing the intended efFe6l ; the biihop of 
Cracow and his' partifans having bitterly in- 
veighed againft the pretenfions of the diffidents, 
and the interference of foreign powers, was, with 
the biihop of Kiof and a few others, the moft vi- . 
olent of their party, arretted in the night by a 
corps of Ruffian troops, and fent, without trial, to 
Ruffia, where they experienced a rigorous inipri-* 

fonment*, ' / 

The 

• The bifliop of Cracow and hhs ailociated vftte arrefted ah thti 
i$th of Odober, 1767 j tbey were detained in prifon above five yeais, 
not being releafed before the beginning of 1773. They were firft 
confined at Smolenflto, and afterwardi at Kaluga. The following e«« 
tra^s from certain manufcript letters ip my poifeiHon give fome ae* 
count of their impriibnmenty and of the bifhop^s return: 

** At firft their confinement was very rigorous, and particularly 
in their journey toSmolenfko 5 for although they n^ere condu6^ed at 
the £mK time, and imprifoned at the fame placei yet they wertf 

never' 
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The diet, intimidated by the fate of the lead- 
ing members, and i^eing no. ^longer inflamed by 

their 

jKTcr permitted to fee each otlicr during the firil: ixK months. Af- 
terwards they -were rigoroufty treated. They were removed from 
Smolenflco, on fufpicion of a correfpondence between the hi (hop of 
Cracow and his partifans in Lithuania ; and, although thii fufpicion 
was not founded, yet it occafioned the resolution adopted by the 
court of Peterfburg to tranfport them to Kaluga." 

" Warfaw>, 15 Fehruary, 1773- The bjfhop of Cracow is already- 
arrived : he had difpatched an exprefs from Minik to the Great 
Chancellor of the Crown to announce his return on the 14th. The 
exprefs came on Thurfday afternoon, and w-js followed by another 
the ncTct day with the news, that the biihop himfelf was on his 
route J and he arrived at five in the afternoon. In the fuburbs of 
* Praga, being met by the Pope'^s nuntio, together with the bi(hops of 
Cujavia aiid Pofnania, he quitted his own carriage and entered tha;: 
ofthebifhop of Pofnania, intowhofe palace he alighted at WarfavK. 
tte was accompanied byperfonsof thefirftdiftinftion^ and followed 
"by a crowd of people, huzzaing as he paffed the ftrcets 5 fome out 
of affeflion, others from imitation, or excited by ferret «miflarie%. 
The doors of the palace being open to all who chofe to jenter, thp 
apartments were immediately filled with perfons ofall ranks, b;lhops,~ 
fenators, mimilers and officers of ftate, noWes, priefts, citizens, tp,- 
gether with the loweft of the populace, and even beggars, all huddled 
together pell-mell, eager to behold, hear, and applaud the bi- 
ihop, who had fp unexpeftcdly made hi* appearance. He fpoke for 
a confiderable time, and related the hiftory of his imprifbnmen^ 
which he affured them had not made any alteration in his fentimentt 
of religion and liberty. * J have been twice,' he added, arrefted by 
the Ruffians, the firft time with the primate Potofki, the fecond a|: 
fay late confinement, and perhaps I may yet be caft into prifon ji 
third time.' 

*' He propofes to retire in a ftiort time to his diocefe, and it i« 

reported that he intends toforbicLthe prieftsfrom wearing wigs and 

ruffles: he himlclf wears neither. His hair is grown grey fince his 

confinement, and he looks confiderably olderj he covers his beacl 

irith a red cap which he made himfelf. 

"Ycfterday 
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their eloquciic^, appointed, though Hot without 
tumult, a grand committee to adjufl, in conjunc- 
tion 

** Yefterfay he had an audience of the king, which continued a^ 
liour. He addrefTed his majefty with great decency and refpeft | 
and, among other things, begged pardon^ if, l>efore his arreft, he had 
cxprefTed h^mfelf either in a manner or in terms which were dif- 
plea^g, alTuring him at the fame time of his attachment, fidelity^ 
and zeal for the fervicc of his king, and the good of his country. 
After the audience, he attended mafs, and pre&nted his majefty 
witJi the New Teftamcat, acquitting himfelf of that ceremony with 
propriety and decorum. 

The biihop of Kiof, having feparated from the biihop of Cra- 
cow on the other iide of Minik, will not be here for ibme time. 
The palatine of Cracow and his fbn continue between Smolenfko» 
and Kaluga, the place of their confinement, in order to attend upon 
Colonel BaCbmatou,^their condu6):or, who was taken ill upon theif 
•Journey. The palatine, willing to repay wifh gratitude and hum%- 
nity the attention which he received from the colonel during his 
confinement^ could not be prevailed upon to quit him in his illnefs . 
and as he has fome knowledge of phyfic, he is in hopes of completing 
his cure.'* 

The lifhop of Cracow, who owed his rdeafe from confinement 
principally to the interceffion of the RufCan ambafiador, a6bed with 
great indifcretion on his return. He was confidered asamartyr to the 
caufe of religion and liberty j and, on approaching Warfaw, was met 
on the other fide of the Viiliula by feveral ladies of diiiindion, who 
kifled his robe. 

On his ariival he inflantly waited on the Ruffian ambaflador, by 
whom he was received politely, but coldly. He expreffed his gia* 
titude for his enlargement^ declared bis^ conviction tliat Rufiia 
was the only power inclined and able to relie?e Poland, and offered 
his fervices to kfiifl that party at the enfuing diet. Count Stackel^ 
berg replied, * I thank you for your offer, though the Empx'efs hat 
no need of your influence; you may retire to your diocefe, if you 
chufe to remain tranquil, but if you really intend to a6l as a friend 
to Ruffia, your fervices will be gladly accepted} at the fiune time,* 

5 : added 
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tion with the mediating powers, the affairs of the 
aiffid^nts, and then hroke up. This cpmmittee 
expreffed the n^oft favourable difpofltion towards 
the diflidents, and prOpofed to repeal all the law^ 
ena6led againft theittf knd teffote their ancieni 
piivilegeis. Their refoltitldns being laid before the 

AcldS^d he, * if ydu deceive nik, you will draw qii yourfelf greater 
Tf^fortants than you haVe already ftlifered/ The biJhop reiterated 
hisprofeflitms of (ineerii^^ and Imd with tkeembaffiidor upon termi 
of e:{PJtTeme famil^lty. ,• ;. . 

" 'l'he'bi(h6j>'gave the emfcaflador a Tplendid entertainment, and 
frUJle tbsy) Wm^ pkyxn^ af djrds four couriers brought difpatches 
from feveral provinces in Polaodi containing nianife^os of the bi" 
ihop,riHling^hiinrelf a martyr: tP religion and li^>erty^;and exhorting 
the ^ople not ' to chufe nuntiot for a diet, which was to meet onl^ 
to divide ''tiie kihgdoA. ' ^n aftdrwird ft tlie biftiof retired to hit 
chapel, ^nd performed his dcvocfonsr With'gfeat ofi;entation. Coming 
out with^the pialter in hi| hands, the en^balTador addrefled him, < My 
Lord, you play charniingiy on the fiut6»and have a thouiand accom- 
(lifliraieAtsr;' I fa^vt* A6 6(3\&>t iAit you dtoce a Polonoife uncom^ 
i^only well.' Oxving a itgitat^fe orchcftra, th&muficians playedi 
and the bifliop taking out.pi^e of the pages, led up the[ dajieei 
During the . exhibition, the embaflador addreffing feveral ol<£ 
ladKS who admired th^ bitfiop, exclaimed, * Behold yoUr mar- 
t^J!; At tike canciufion bi the dance,. Stackelbetg took the bifhop 
afid£,.^^f^i4» ^Yqu |4iy wcUoit the flute, and xiwace equally 
well a Polonoife; but you iflue bad manifeftos: here are the copies ; 
youli^v^ bi^akcn yoUr'wofdi* and fhen abrtiptly turned awayp 
wh^e th^ biihop w^s aukwardly ftammering excufes.. The nnxt 
morning the bifhop. having fuddenly quitted War£»w, therembaf-^ 
iador. caufed,^ paragraplv to be inferted in the gazette, announcing 
that the biil^p of Craco^was injane, played upon a flute, danced 
a Poloiioiie .with hi& page, and had fuddenly diiappeared. The 
biihop went to Cr^cowj and after ineiFe6lually endeavouring to 
cfcape into Galiciai, fliut himfelf up in his palace, and was fppi^ 
declared iniane by the permanent council^ which was called by 
Stackel^rg, giving him a £r#w/ ^/o/iV. ' 
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extraordinary diet,^ which "W^ convent, m the 
beginning of 1 768, vere ratified almoft withqtit 
pppolitiqp,. This ujiAnimpiis acquiefccn^e qC the 
diet in rcgula^ioms^ totsUly repugnant tq the fen* 
i^iments of the majiority, can only be attrib^tdi to 
the drea^d of thp Jlufli^ troops quartered in Wajr* 
faw, and the influence of bribes judicioufljr ^ft 
tributed by the Rufliao minijlen TVi&faiBe caufw 
rendered the diet e(}ually compliant in other par^ 
ticulars, and occafioned the. eftabliihmewt; of fc* 
yeral* civil regulations, temdjii^tc^pi^i^i^ati&the 
defers of the eonftitutiolk 

The nation feemed at^ this juncture tq adopt 
the fubmiffive fpi^it of the die:t, and received thff 
BjCw edi6U with ewry fymptom of cordiality. Po- 
land appeared to enjoy for a moment an uni 
yerfal tranquillity ; bujt it w*s that fVlleQi.^m 
jirhich precedes q.temp€fi^ and aimaunce» the ap^ 
woach of violent commotionsw 
' During thefe tranfaClioiis^ the king^ ^itho^it Xi^ 
^4^ce, 9nd CQXk&quently witliout auikhotity, \(fa» 
one moment hurried down the popular current,, 
and the next forced by the mediating pqwe?» tq^ 

* Thefe regulations§ which refpef^ chiefly the eftabliihment ia 
perpetuity of Ac cleftive monarchy, of the Liberum Veto^ and.of 
luianimity in all matters of ftate, are all detailed, in the aftidet oC 
the diet of 176 S, publiihed at W^iaw't the prineSpal cUufef art 
Che fkme as are mentioned in the fourth chapter of this book relatnr^ 
to the changes made in the conftjtution in 177 5- The rea^r will 
fod them amply detailed, and accompanied with judicipos rpma^ks^ 
In Lindas Prefent State of Foland, Letter IIU 
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StccedA to allthcjcondftlons whicih they laid l^ef^ 
hitii; an huitiiliktiAg fituation for S priace of 
^tit and magnaittmity; But iiiore ^Tievbiisfcehe^ 
yet awaited the unfqf tiitiate monarch : lie wa$ 
docrthte^'td behdW'liis (poultry torn to biecis^ by 
th6 liidft di*eadful of ill calamitiesV a religions war; 
lo b6 Indebted for his Very fubliftence to the vpr 
hi0f 66fetribtftibj(is oif his l^rieniis V to.ie almoft 
fPt^V^ pritohtt in to ^)e nearly 

iMffinat6d';^'t6'ie^ his faireli proyinces wrefted 
fttttti hifti, iiid, finally^ . to depend!, for his own. 
fectinty aiid that of his lubjects, upon the pro^ 
tfe^Cfn 6f thole very powers, wiio had difmem^ 
bered his enipire. 
'The Polilh malcontents could aHege plfiufible 
c&nTOS of diffatlsfaftion. The Ws paffed'at th^ 
laft <fiet bore a greater refemblance t^ the abfo* 
lute mandates of a Ruffian viceix>yi than to the 
tdbhitions of a free affembly. The outrage com- 
ihitted upon the biifliop of Cracow and his adhe-» 
itetits annihilated Hherty of debate ; while the au- 
tfaoTitativemannter, in Which the mediatingpo weri 
of Bedin and Petetfbufgh interfered in the af- 
fairs of Poland^ thfeatdtoed a more grievous fub- 
jciSion. Thefe fpeciOus grounds of difguft, joined 
f a fpirit of difcontent which had gone forth 
throughout the nation againft the king, occa- 
fioned the inteftine commotions thatfoon reduced 
Poland to {^dreadful iftate of defplation. 
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The diet was not long diffolved, before the in- 
.d^iilgences gtant^d to the difli<ient& excitgd g?nef 
i-al diffatisfa6iion amoofi: the Roman catholics^ 
Several confedet'acics near the frontiers of the 
Turkifh Empire were formed- inr defence of the fa- 
cred cathohc faith/ With a yiQw to infliame the 
ieal of the populace, they carried ftand^jd?. em* 
blazoned with images of the Virgin Mary ^ijid the 
infant Jefiis: others with the l^pread Eagle of Po- 
land, and the mottos " Conqueft or Death,". "F^or 
reliffion and liberty */' Some, banners bore as a. 
device a red crofs, under whiph was^ injTpi-^lj^^ 
i' The fyipbql of jiabry j]^ ^ftd t^e ^'priyal^^'jgi 
diera, like the cruiaders of old, wore a crofi inter-? 
woven in their clothes. A party of thefe infur- 
geiits feifed upon the fortrels of Bar in Podolia^ 
an^other obtained poueffion of Cracow j apd the 
royal troops were either routed or induced tp jp;n 
them. In this crifis of affairs, the..fenate petitioned 
the Ruffian ambaffador not to withdraw the troops, 
as they afforded the only. fequrity.;againfl ,tb<^ 
confedei-ates. The requeft was readily compjie^ 
with, and Poland became a fcene of. blpodj^lied * 
and devaflation. In the various- conflicts between 
the two parties, the fuperiority , of Ruffian .difci- 
pline generdly prevailed. The corifederat:!e;5^ ^2^^'* 
ever, fecretly encouraged by the houfe of Auftri;|, 
affifled by the Turks, and fupplied with jniiq|jey; 

• Aut ▼incereavtinori,-*-^ rtligfcne'ct Ufertatc' "^*'^ ^ 

and 
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fund officers by the French, protraded hofiilities 
from the diffohition of the diet in 1 768, to the 
divifion of Poland in 1 77^. To enter into a detail 
of militajry operations, fall^ not within the defign^ 
oF this .work. From thei various afis of cruelty 
aad revenge which difgrace this part of the Pb- 
liih hiftory, I fliall feled only one event too re« 
jnarkable to be omitted ; the attempt made by th«i 
(i^pnfederates to afiaifuiate the kin^^ ^ 
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Attempt to aflkm'nate the king of Poland.-^He is attacked by tbft 
conrpitaton in the (beets of Wa^w» wonndedy and carried oil^« ' 
•—His a4vei\ture8 aod minkculou^ efcqfe..>«fiitetimw^Arcouil!'> 
and fate of the principal conipinitor9« 

IN * the midft of thefe tUrlt)ulent aiid difaftrdua 
fcenes, the confederates (who coniidefeH the 
king as unlawfully elefted) executed one of the 
moll daring enterprizes of which modem hiftoiy 
makes mention ; I mean the attempt to aflaflinatc^ 
the kins:. 

A Polifh nobleman named Pulafki, general ia 
the confederate army, planned the atrocious en- 
terprife : he hired three chiefs, named Lukawikii 
Strawenlki, and Kofinfki, who folemnly fwpre in 
his prefence at Czetfchokow, either to deliver the 
king alive into his hands, or if that was im-^ 
poffible, to put him to death ; and to^effe^fc their 
purpofe, they chofe thirty-feven coadjutors. 

On the 2d of November they obtained admif« 
fion into Warfaw, by difguifingth^mfelvesaspea- 
* The circumAantial account of this iingalar occurrence^ was 
{Mrincipally communicated by my ingenious friend Nathaniel Wiax- 
all, £fq. whpfe name is well known in the literary world, and who^ 
during his refidence at Warfaw, obtained the moft authentic infor- 
snation upon this interefting traniadion. I have ioterwoven fome 
anecdotes procured from other fources. 
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C. 4. THE ktrfb J POLAND; i4 

Iknts, iarid concealing their Ikddles, arms, and 
clothes, under loads of hay, which they brought 
in waggbiis as if for Tale. On Sunday evenitlg', 
the 3d of November, 177 i, foine of the confpi- 
ratbrs remained in the fkirts t>f the city, and the 
moft dariiig repaired in the duik of the evening,^ 
to the ftfeet of the capuchiiis, trhere the king wai 
Cxpedied to pafi; ■ '--^ 

Bfet^een nine and ten, the kincf feturned from 
his uncle. Prince Ciartorifki's nnaniiqn, to the pa-». 
lace, accbmpanied by his aid-de-camp^, in the car- 
riage, arrd fifteen attendants. About two hundred 
paces from the manfion, the confpiratofs com* 

* manded the coachman to flop, and fired feveral 
ihoti into the carriage^ one of which pafTed through 
the body of a heyduc, who endeavoured to 
defend his mafter, Ahnoft ill the other attendants^ 
even the aid-de*camp, fled, and the king opened 
the door of the caitia*ge to effeft his efcape, un* 
der cover of the night, which was extremely 
dark. He had alfghted, wjien the aflaflTinsi feized 
hlfti hy the hair, exclaiming with horrible execra* 
tions, " We have the? UQw } thy hour is^ coifte *' 

r One of them diftharged -^ piftol at him fo very 
hear, that hfe felt the heat of the ftaih j while ano-» 
ther cut him acrpfs the head with his fabre, which 
penetrated to the bone ; then layipg hold of his 
^lar, and' mounting bn horfebacj;, they drag?^ 
ged him along the ground between their horfes 
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at full gallop near five hundred paces through thci 
ftreets of Warfaw *, . 

All was confufiqu and diforder at the palace, 
%yhere the attendants fpread the alarm. The foot^ 
guards ran to the fpot from where the king was 
ftiz^d, but founji only his hat bloody, and his bag, 
'this increafed their apprehenfion* for his life. The 
whole city M^as in an uproar, and the affafliiis avaik^ 
ed thepifelv^s. pf the general confufioU) 1;o bear 
away their prize^ .Finding, however, thathewas^ 
incapable of following them on foot, and had al- 
moft loll his refpiration ffom the violence with 
w^hich they dragged him, they placed him on 
horfeback a|id redoubled their fpeed, Whenthey^ * 
came to the ditch which furroun^a Warfw, they^ 
ordered him to leap his horfe over. In the attemptr 
the horfe fell twice, and at the fecond fall broke it» 
kg. They then mounted the king upon another. 

On the othQrfide pf the.jditch.th? con^xir^torsj 

V It is aftonifiiing, that of the ouiaber of balk which poficd 
through tlie carriage, not one wounded the king. Several ven^ 
through his peliffi, or fur great-coat. It is no lefs wonderftil, th^t 
^e AflaiTins after fei&ing the king, (hottkl -cany him through Ihch at 
i^umbpr pf ftreets witho|^t ebeipg %M>e<J. A Ruflian centinej di4 
challenge them ; but, as they anfvercd in Ruffian, he allowed ihpn 
t6 pify, imagihihg them to be a'patrole of hi» nation. Tnis happened 
^ ibme dlftance fiibk^tbe f>kce where thejr'had parried o#the king; 
fhc i^ght was befi^ exceedingly dark, aiidWarik^ ha&no tot|«{ 
All thefe circvi|nflaAce8 ^Oiritrll^utp. (o account ^or |hi^ extrao^jdinary. 
4^rent, ♦- " '■ ' ' -* / * -." " ' '"" '"*' . 'V ' 

began .• 
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• 
tegan tp rifle tli^ king, learfng off the c*6ierf?^of 
the black eagle of Pruffia,: which he tirore retfojA- 
his neck, and the diamond crO& hanging tojtk 
He requefted them to leave hi^ hanidkerehiefyrtli^ 
which they cpnfehted : hi§ tabiete^caped thfeir ra- 
pacity- Several of thexonf[Hxators retiring, pro-7 
bably with an iiitent to inform their refpe^^ive. 
leaders of the. fuc?efs of the enterprife, only fer- 
vpn remained, , of . whom Kofmfki was the chj^* 
The night wfts . exceedingly dark 5 they were ig*. 
norant pf .the way, and as, from the flippeiinef^ ofe 
the .ground, the horfes were continually ftoun4«^*, 
ing, they cojnpelled the, king to follow th$m o;ar 
foot;, with only one ihoe, the other beuDg loftaji 
the dirt, After.paffing the ditch they fepe^^Jtp^ly- 
demanded of Rofinfki,/ if it :was not yet time tpt 
put » the king fco death ; and th^fp deipand^ we^'O 
reiter^te^ ig; , prppprtipn to;^h^ ohftacle^ Tvhid»i 
they enQOuij|t?red,. ,7 ' -^ 

. They continued to wander through the open 
mewiows, without following any ceitain path, 
until, apprehenfiye of being overtake^, they ag^^jn 
movmted the king on, horfchack; ot^e led hia. 
faorfe byithe bridle, and two holding him on "each 
fide by thc'hJtod," pulled Tiis h^ad' down pic the* 
hone s neck. 






♦ • LukawikI tons ofFtfec ribbon of the Black Eagle, which Frcde- ' 
rick the Second liad'ci^tiferred on the king when he was 'Count^ 
Ppnia^pwikj. Onc^ofbif laotives for. doing thit wagi, byiflMviag 
tbe ordef of. the BI|pk;£^^ to Pnlafld. an4 the ocpftfe4fr«iM»,^: 
I^ye to t^em thftt th( 14ng was their prifoner. ^ 

In 



- iiit\fk nutntier they pt^c^ieAeA tt^in^tdh ih4 
tiWiage df Barakow, whi<5h the kiiig *ariie4 thcih 
Bot to etiter *, becaufe foihe Rufliikiis vrere fta- 
itoned in the pkide. • Finding himftM^, h^wfever, in^ 
cA^ableof ftippoWii^g the painful pofture in which 
they held him, afld fuflfef ing extTeme agony fiofst 
the eflfeft of the cold air on his iroiilids, he fiip^ 
plicated for another hone, a 6ap, and a boot f.' 
Thisrequ^ft beiftg complied with^ they cfontinned 
their progrefs through almoft irnfj^afl^blfe lands, an4 
aft lenjgth found themfelves in thewood of Bielany,' 
oAly a- leia^ue diftatit from Warfal^; where they 
^€te fuddenly alarnied by a Ruffiali patrole. Coii-^ 
fiilting with each other, four inftahtly difappearit},- 
dna the three rerttaining conlpiratow? compelled^ 
the king to difmount and walk* In a quarter of 
ibihour, aleoond Ruffian guard ch^llengtftgtheni;-' 
m&<^ thfr affitffiiis^led, and KofmfkJ alone rr-* 
inained. Exhaufted withfatiguei and oveit^'itief 

Wilt^aiil, thekiAg i*aplored his condtrftor forgra- 

.... . . .,.,.. ......... tify 

• This intimation, wfiich the king gave to his nflkffint, may at 
ikft 'iigte appfair exirabnliniary snd xtuzccmaXtaSAe i hut wa^ tHAlf 
4ii^ed>y gv^t aadfcfs^mH ju2%metft.; He! z^ptdt}Md,\im^ 
TftiSotii, tbat» on the fight nf aRuffiaa guard; thty ' woidfl inibatlf 
put him to death witli their iabres, and fiy ; whereas by informing; 
them of the danger they incarred, he in ibme meafitre gained tlieir^ 
confidence: in effed» this behaviour ieemed tQ ^b(tcn tSicm, aad 
made tbtm believe he d|d not m.ean to eicapQ« 
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if Th^- Rung m his Ipeeclt to^ tfte diet m the trial' o^ tht confpinr* 
!Miii,<kU«reedeMrdng¥f for KtfytOiSi or Jobiif Kvtfii^ to Whom hr 
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tHy him vitii a mcMneot'sTep^fe p biit K^^i te-t' 
fufed, nsuhiaded hiM with lu^ fal)rb, and faid, fii^ 
b^ondl the wood they fhmld ftftd a caitJAgec IDtt 
reaching the ^ktc of the cwfiMetie of fiifela^iy; tW 
king abfevmgrKofiftiiti l^ ill ilinjght, anii'^x-* 
tcepseiy fl^^itated^ fciid,-^^! fee yim' ate at a loft 
Mfbiok way toiprocowi. Let ftt^ ^tfcrthe convent 
ofBwlsoy, wAA&y^ii |wcfvi4b fot ycmtoim ftfe* 
^." ^^Noi'^ replied KofiBftV'^l have^iS(^Ofn.^ 

Hxey pracedfed in fifente 1%^ Mariemont; ^ 
fatallipaiace bjelbnging to tlMj? toiilg Of^Skxoiiy/ 
ift tile vicitaitj^ oit WWaw ; herc^ JUdCmiki i^Kj^efled 
fatiifaaion ^.tv^trognifingth^^fdaCe^ ^d the Icihgf 
fiitl demandiing a moment^^ rapofe, he atl^tigth 
confented They 'fat doWn^ 01$ 1^ giound^ aiidl «hte 
king endeavoured to f^tf his cOndo^bor, a&d' 
i&duce feim to fayour or pemnt his efcape. He^ 
rejpirtfented the aftr<dcity «rf attempting to* »ui*dei^' 
hii» fi>%€?eign, and the iiivalidi«y 0^ atf o«ltft ^ 
thjB perpetration of fo hein^us^ a^ed. Kcjfiiifti- 

• • • *" .L ' ^ 
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gptsM)^ t3^{fi^fl«s himieU! indebfed f<>r. IWa gv^Urs in fl^Mr 
lowing wprfis : . .. r _ 

" As I was in the hands o^ the affitflKn*, If hearH '&em rcpeateffy ' 
aft John tELaifina, if th^ filqn}dnot aid^iliB^d^ne, but he atwayft pre* 
Tenipdf tli9«^ Ho was tibe flril wha p«if iuiN^ them t^iii^i^^ \p9>' 
mt with greater gentlen^fs, and obliged thenj to cQnffi][;,upon;» 
lOmc lervices which I then greatly wanted ; namely, one^to giye^me 
y'eapy Uid a ftteond a bd^f» ^ich atttiat tmie were no irilltii^ ^^ 
fey^; lor lh0 cold «r greatly a/leiSbe4 the .wound'^ m^ddttl:;! :^uAl{ 
mjr fqot^ which wa? covered with l^liood* giave;ps^Jnc»^i;eiibWlor*^ 
t«i](^ which continued erenr nuunent increafing.** 

' * - lent 



du$ ypftltft W^ffiwR ^Imt ^ill biei tilercoii&quence? ^ 
I /)[»aJ^ t^,^^ »iiiJ:.«Kecut»d.w 'm^iro y6u my '. 

word/^anfw^er^d^isfidjifty, ^'thityouihall fuf^I 

i^&r no harm j but if yoiidbubt my pron^, efcapet 

• 

while. there ist jret; time, I Cfln* find my. way Mf 
foine pl^ce of fecitt^ity; and I. ydWAirc& your pur- ' 
fuers/tp take the Contrary toiad: tfcr: that which 
]pu have chofen." Kofinfki^ afleftedr with this 
infiai^^ei'.of geo/ero&ty; thri^w himfelfatthelfihg^sl 
^§1i J jflapJored f Qjgiveneft, and fwore . to ,pw6eGk i 
iHin^ag^ft every 6|iemy* His maj«fty reiterated ■ 
^^^oftfjifgnof ofjikfety; Deeming it, howevier; 
BSttftenfe tiji gairbfpfti^rafyluA, ^s^ithout delay, ; he - 
4ii^|S||^his Qourf<^l;0 a.ndi^bou:!ring*mill ; Kofoin' 
flcjjknpelfte^i l^ut fift.^^fwer l^eing-give^ hfe brokef 

tgrfop: a npblejnw; plundered :byl robbers. The tnittf 
Ipr . fuppofiijg them, to. be b;>nditti) r^iiifedi ai^di 
continued more than half an hour to perfift in his 
denial.^- At length the kitighiniMf approached/ 
ai;j4 fe^f-kin^ through, the bi^pken pane, obferved/ 
*.^.Jl^ we.wererQbber8 ^ you fuppofe, we could eafily 
bfeak' the whole windpw, and force our entrabc^^^ 
TBis^argurrient prevailed, the door was opened^ 
a^tfl ihe;.king being adroittedt toi:e a ksiJ frpin hWr 
paekefebook^ and wrote a note 4o general Coccei;^ 
C(*)nclWtli9'fQ0t guards, ' " Par uji^ etee de; 

miracle 



jpyra^J§^Ew»fatf¥5^ deavmfiB 4«s t^Mins, Jje fui* 
Iclau j)e$lt lirMwlifr.dejWkrief^ont!,, Veaejsau pdttf 
^I;.me.1iiref:4l6i,' Jjefufe.W^mai^ pas.fp^*.'* 
3i^ith.gv^. diffiGulty: the king, pe^uaded .one €ff 
the miller's feryants to canyjtljis note to Wai^w> 
%, ?^gyi. bdiewijg ;the laccoiint; ;of h\$ being plan- 
^ffledjby robbqrai,; Vieretaftai4,;0f meeting the 

r MeaBTjrl^ilp lJlj^..cOBiifio^ ft|id..-Qpnftematipn in- 
creafed atiWa^swf^ Thff gmajd? werq /^gfaild M; 
pnrfMfi thp;<?pn%«;atoF^i l^ftt^gsjof being over^ 

but feveral of the firft nobility at length n^itJuhted 
Pn.Ho?feback,f^^llefwii^.t^4rack of thfc.kf- 
faffing ^ftmye(^.4t.^}^e placft^re-.the.kingpaflM 
jfehe..4itqh. r^l^txp, they %pd.i]psj&e//^ bloody^ 
gnd pierced, Fi^JtK)le8,.niade;by the balls or fa- 
bnea. 1^ ^^\ cpjavinc/ed, .them that he was in<^ 

% \V^h«i Ai^ Ipeffe^ger arrived with tW note, ^tbg 
^Q^ufl^eirt and joy weriB^ m^^ Coccei,in- 

ftaptly f ode tp the mill, followed by a detachment 
<rf the guards, find.being admitted by Kofinflci,: 
who wfitched at the dpbr, :with his drawn f^Jbre,; 
foiind the king afleep on the ground, coyered: 
T^ith the milter's cloak. Coccei threw himfelf^t^ 

/•» . . ' . : ■' ' r 

. • ** By a kind of miracle t am efcaped from the hands of aflafliiis.. 
i am now at the mill of'Mariemont. Come as foon as pofllble, and 
Iftke mefrom henoei 4 am wounded, but iK^t dangermifly/' 

-> the 
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the king's fe^^^Hili^ him his foveirdg^ t^ 
kiferig^hfshandi ■ It^is not eafy tx) dtfcribe til* 
aftoftiihment'^f tfefe-rtiille* aiid ywi^fiiniily, Whi 
jmitateil Coccei** Sxdibpk, by pf eeipitaitiiiig ti^ii^ 
fdvied-bn then' kfie^s.. - ^^" -'^ ^ '^ • «' 
" OnaWakifig fitoiii hi^$'fluri?T«(<i%aia<la*8'*Raf^ 
tily te^ired Vk^hetifer any af teVatteiidctiiti Kali 
fuiFered from the affaffins. Being infonneA - 
thal= a'beydoc ^^ klBcd,' atid a^fetfeyi-i m\in6ed, 
his mind, ftatiiraUy fefelitlg, ndW^ i^cttfi^fe* nibr* 
fofoepliWeby'bk'fete'danger^M^^ grtatly ^flfeai 
€^; and hfe joy dt'Wirf^owh efba^ii^6toM^ 
diaiiniflied. ' '*• \ '' ' * ' ' ■'''^ '^^^ ^^^- ^ - -' " • 
•• Thfef king retu?ftN*d to WarikV m gehfei^l Cod^ 
iei'S'tramage, ^^tnft wachcd ttte pslliiee'at ftve^iA 

the morning. ; llie ftrief s werfe illaminat^ wi%Ti 

^ ■ .' . * * • -. 

torches, aAd crowded 1^ an imttiettle<:biicoufft 
^people, who 'Mlowed him, cry'in^ out incef^ 
fantly " The king is alive." On entering thepa^ 
foee, the doors were thrown Open, aiid perfbns of 
all i-awks aHmitted to felicitatfe th'eir fbvtfrcft^ir'bri 
feis wonderftil efcape. Tb6 fcenei #as aif(bif?filig 
beyond defcription ; every otie i?tuggled to kJQ 
bis hand, or even to touch his clothes ; all Were 
ft> tmnfported with joy;, that the^' IbadecJ Rdfini 
ilji with careffes, and cilled hrm the fav^i^ur' of 
their king. Staniflaus, deeply afFe£led with thefe 
marks of zeal ahd loyalty^ eicpreffed in the mofl 
feeling mauner bi» f^nfe of tb^ir ^ttaduxa^jot^raa^ 

declared 
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cleclardd ht.1itehapfk&. haoi <rf his life. In tJrft 
taoinent of mptiurehefotgot Bn.dangeis and fiifi 
ferings, and as all were eager toJeam the citctm* 
ft^ces of hiarefcape, would, not feffer hie wounds 
to be dreifed, until he had fatisfied. thdir inlpa* 
lifnoe, ' , .. • ■; ■..; ■; - .. '.. , 

- . Duriiig thpDwital, a peiim Tukcquaiitied with, 
the language migHt havc'difcavefred thdvariott^. 
ev«atft of the fiolry from the chaiigeii o^espreClt 
£Q>ainthec6m)^inranees of tb? byfland^ vMisit 
4ifplay«d themoft fuddea alterations fr&ta ietto9 
i9 compaBoot fepm compalfion to aftoni&in^^ 
and AK>inafioiniliMent taJraptuT©^ VfeaetheiM^tjr 
verfal filence was only broken by figh» ai«4 il^U* 

•f joy- :^ ^ 

Having iiftiflied tW account the king ^in 
repeated his. affurances of gratitude and atfe^^ion 
for thefe unfei^ed proofs of loyalty^ ' a^^ins; 
" I hope that I am" prefervcd'by Divine Pxxml 
dence, to purfue with additional zeal the good of 
my coujitiy, which has ^ver ^en th«i g?sat{»hjfta 
©f my attention,':' ^ , .1... ... . 

Being now left alon^ the furgeons ^jtSAike* 
flie wound in;, his heati. On cutting ^^aythft 
flci% it af^eared tha* the bone wa» hurt, btttnot. 
dangeroufly. From the quatitity of clotted bh)6i^' 
the operation qf dreifing was extremely ftainfii^ 
and Yf^ bQrnei ]^ the king with gteatua^sa^ 
aimity. The furgeons propore<| to bleed hift Iff 
'-'■ ■ * the 



the; foot, but.lkSeb u£^ this inteniian/ finding 
tebtSijhisfeefc.cinfiderably fwoileir, aoid* covered 
with blifters and hiliifcs.' I ." 
. The njillei- waSfewaixled.with apeiifion^ and d 
mill oni the Viihdsii: . >> .'.*,:::.■ ,1; , ' - \ ot 
The family of the heyduc, who faved the 
king's* life by the ik&;q£:his'io^rai|iiwas amply 
providfd fDr;nhi3f:h6ay wai5:lhjrkd;mtib gieat 
pomp; and Staoiilausifre^ted aiKindfbihe nionti* 
ment/to liis menadiy^; wth.^^n ^f gantinfcription 
exf^^i vef of 1 1^ /:inl«i'fi iidenty' ond^^bf i hi« ' ovm 
gpcatifcudfi. . : tTb^ mtffluipent- i^iacpy ramid ftanding 
uj>pn,atftti5fc>pl^vi^!iwi*h -a Lafcin^'andcPoliflf 



•■• r > 



•\ 



. Kofinfki, whofe real name was John . Kutfma- 
was bbfn Vh tlie pSlatihate of Cracow> of mean pa-^- 
rents'. [ lie aitiirnecl'tHe name of Kofmfki, which 'i& 
that 9? a noble faiiijIly/andVas created an officer* 
fn '(lie troops of Hne confederates under Pujalki.. 



, 1 • • / /, ( t > 



•'" Hie 'Jidet Georgitls'lidhtictis Biitzau, qui regem StanJflaUm^ 
Aiig:uftuixi, ncfariis parficidamm telis impetitum, die iii Nov. 177 1^ 
J^ogi^i p^^Q^s clypeo defent^ns, gt^minatif j^bus CQnIbffus, glo- 
rio8« occubuit. Fidelis fubditi necem lif§eps, Rex pofuit hocoe* 
xiionumeAtuih illiiis in laucTeiii, aliis exemplo/' ' 
;.'« HeifeUiet George Heiuy<Bdtz^, who,ontte 3d ©f^Novembef,' 
tftf]^* t^FfiPfMing Ms own .brjpaft to (hield^Staaifa^is .A^gu^us fn»)k> 
tlie jveapons of nefarious parricides, was pierced with repeated, 
ifl'ounds, aqd glorioufly expirecl. The king, lamenting thi death 
of''a'f4thful iubje^, ereaedthis mdnumeoti'ai'aiributetd' him/ 
and aa^Tpmple, to others/*' - « ;. • .' *^ 

■ . ; feofiniki 



Kofmfki began to entertain the idea of prieferving 
the king's life from the time in which he was 
abandoned by Lukawflci apd Strawenfki ; yet he ' 
h^d great ftruggles with himfelf before he de- 
termined to take this ftep, on account bf the 
iblemn engagements into which he had entered. 
Even after his arrival at Warfaw, he expreffed 
much doubt of the. propriety of his conduft, and 
fdm6 remoirfe fbr having deceived his employers. 
Soon after the execution of Lukawfki and 
Strawenfki, he was permitted -to Tetire from Po- 
land, and refided at Semigallia in the Papal ter- 
ritories, where he eryo3^ed an annual penfioa 
from the king. 

Lukawfki and Strawenfki M'^ere both taken, and 
feveral of the other aflaffins. At the king's re- 
queft, the diet remitted the capital punilhment of 
the inferior confpirators, and condemned them 
to work for life on the fortifications of Ka^ 
miniec. By his intercefTion alfo the horrible 
puniflinxent which the . laws of Poland infiift on 
regicides were mitigated, and Lukawfki and 
Strawenfki were only beheaded. At the conclu- 
fion of the troubles, Pulafki efcaped from Po- 
land, and repaired to America ; he diflinguiflied 
himfelf in the American fervice, and was killed 
in attenapting to: force the Britilh lines at the 
fiege of Savannah, in . 1 7 79. 
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fUli and progneft of the partition oT Poland^Projeaed bf the 
king of Tknflia^ — Adopted by the emperor of Germany, and 
finally acceded to by the emprefs of Ruffia.— The confent of the 
king and diet of Poland extorted after great opposition.— 
Changes in the government introduce by the partitioning 
powerjL^-Spiiited, b^ fruitleis^ refinance of the Poiiih dcle^ 
gatesj— -Fate of. the diilldents. 

POLAND had long derived fecurity front 
her peculiar fituation between three great 
powers, each equally interefted to prevent the 
others from acquiring inCreafe of ftrengtli, pr ad- 
dition of territory: the union of thefe rival po- 
tentates was confidered . as almoft impoffible ; 
and fhould fuch an unexpefted union take place, 
it was deemed incredible that the other princes 
of Europe would paffively fubmit to a material 
alteration in the balance of power. 

Treaties upon treaties, and negociations upon 
negociations, guarantied to Poland the poffefr 
fion of her territory ; and at the king's accef- 
fion, the three powera who difmembered her pro- 
vinces, folemnlv renounced all right to any part 
of the Polifli dominions. But treaties and gua- 
ranties are i ngeneral only fulfilled until tl^ey can be 
broken with fafety ; and the moft efFe6hial method 
for ,a ftate to fecure its dominions, is to make 

. ^ itlclf 
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itfelf Jrefpeftable by ftirength and unanimity, and 
to be prepared againft attack; When a powerful 
people impute national difafters, which vigour 
iand forefight might have prevented, td the per- 
fidy of foreign ftates, they only bear teftimony, 
In Hiore fpecious terms, to their owti indolence, 
iaegligence, or weaknef* of goveinment. The 
iiatural ftrength of Poland, if properly exerted, 
would have formed a more certain bulwark 
kgainft th^ ambition of her neighboul-s than the 
faith of treaties j and it is worthy of remark, that 
of the thre6 partitioning Jxowers, Pruffia* was 

V •■ • I . • • - 

• In the i 3 th fccntuiy,aU Friiifia belonged t*> the knights of the 
Teiitoi^c order. In 1454, that part, fince denominated Polifh or 
Wcftem Pniffia, revoked to Cafimir IV. and was afterwards in- 
corporated into the dominions of Uie republic j at the fame time 
the Icnights vrttt cohftrained to hold the remaining part, called 
Eaftem Pruflia^ as a fief of the Crown of Poland. In 1 515 Eaftent 
Pruflia Was ercfte'd into an hereditary duchy, and given to Albert 
bf Brandenburg, as a Pblifh fief. His fon Albert Frederick, being 
impaired in his {acuities, the adminiflration was vefled firfl in 
Joachim Frederick ele6lor of Brandenburg^ and afteirwards in 
Joachim's fon John Sigifmond, Who had married Albert's daughter. 
Upon the dnniCe of Albert without male heirs, Johii Sigifmond 
iucceeded to. the duchy of^ PrufHa, and did homage as i. vafTal of 
the republic; His grandfon Frederick William, the great Eledlor, 
^vas the firft duke of Priiflia releafcd from this badge of feudal de- 
j^ndence l^ John Gafiniir; Eaftern Pruflla being declared a fov/e- 
reign, independent, and hereditary duchy. 

Frederick his fon afTumed the title of Kihg of f rUfRa, which 
however the Poles never acknowledged until 1764, at the acceffion 
*>f Staniflaus Auguflus. Frederick II. by the partition treaty, pgf- 
Med both Weftern and Eaftem PrufHa. 

:p « formerly 
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formerly m a ftate of vaflalage to tlie republic ; 
-Ruffia * once faw her capital and throne pof*- 
feffed by the Poles; and Auftria was indebted 
to John Sobiefkiffor the prefervation of Vienna. 

A kingdom, fo lately the mafter or proteftor 
6f its neighbours, would never have been • fo 
eafily overwhelmed without the moft glaring, 
imperfeftions in the government. Poland, in 
truth, formerly more powerful than the furround- 
iiig ftates, has declined in the midft of genesral 
impifovcment, and^ after giving law to the 
norths is become an eafy prey to every invader. 

The partition of Poland was firft projefted by 
the king of Priiffia. Polifli or Weftern Prufiia 
had long been an objeft of his ambition:{;: ex- 

• Under Sigifmond III. whofe troops got poffeffion of Mofcow, 
and whofe fon X^diflaus was chofen great duKC of Mufcovy by a 
party of the Rulfian nobles, 

f John Sobiefki, who compelled the Turks to raife the fiege of 
Vienna, and delivered the houfe of Auftria from the greaieft dan- 
gers it ever experienced. 

J I find' many inflances of the king of Pruffia's anxious cfefire 
to acquire Polifh Prufiia, among the papers of lord Grantham and 
Mr. Keith, both of whom were Britiili envoys to the court of 
^Vienna. A difpatch from the duke of Kfewcaftle to fir Charles 
Hanbury Williams and Mr. Keith, dated April io, 1753!, contains 
this remarkable paragraph t 

«* it 18 known that the king of f ruflia's great object is to make 
J^imfelf matter of Polilh Pruflia, or La Prujfe Roy'ale ; this has been 
for fome time the view of the Houfe of Brandebourg, ^d if it 
could be obtained, would add great ftrength and weight, even by 
lea, and particularly with regard to the trade of the Baltic, to lu» 
Pj'uiDan Qiajcfty's power, which we feel but too much at pre(en£/* 

' clufive 
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clufive of its fertility, conlmerce, and popula- 
tion, the local fituation rendered it highly valua- 
ble ; it lay between his German dominions and 
Eaftern Prnffia, and while poffeffed by the Poles, 
<5ut oft all communication between them. Dur- 
ing the courfe of the feven years war, Frederick 
experienced the mpft fatal efFefts from this dif- 
iinited pofition of his territories. By the acqui- 
fition of Weftern Pruflia, his dominions would 
be rendered compaft, and his troops in time of 
war be able tQ march from Berlin to Koninglberg 
without interruption. The period was now ar- 
rived, when the fituation of Poland* feemed to 
promife the attainment of this favourite objeft. 
He purfued it, however, with all the caution of 
an able politician. On the comiiiencement of the 
troubles, he fhewed no eagernefs to interfere in 
the affairs of this country, and although he con- 
curred with the emprefs of Ruflfia in faifing Star . 
niflaus Auguftus to the thrDne of Poland, yet 
he declined taking an aftive part againft the con- 
federates. Afterwards, in 1 769, when the whole 
kingdom was convulfed with t^ivil commotions, 
and defolated by the plague, he advanced hisf 
troops into Polifli Pruflia, and occupied that 
whole diftrift, under pretence of forming lipes 
to prevent the fpreading of the infedion. 
Though completely mafter of the country, 

and not apprehenfive of a formidable refiilance 

» 
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from the difuiiited Poles ; yet, aware that tlic 
fecurity of his new acquifition depended upoi^ 
the concurrence of Ruffia and Auftria, he plan-, 
ned the partition. He communicated the projeft 
to the emperor, by whom it was readily adopted, 
either during their interview at Niefs iii Silefiaj 
in 1 769, or in the following year, at Neuftadt * 
in Moravia. Jofeph, who had fecretly encou- 
raged the confederates, and even (commenced ^ 
negotiation with the Porte againft Ruffia,, now 
fuddenly altered his meailires, and increafed his 
army towards the Polifh frontiers. The plague 
prefenting to him, as well as to the kingt)f Pruf- 
iia, a fpecious motive for ftationing troops in 
the dominions of the republic, he gradually ex- 
ttoded his linesj and, in 1772, occupied the 
whole territory, which he has ijnce difmembered. 
Biit, notwithftanding this change in his fenti- 
ments, his real views upon Poland were at firft 
cfFe6hially. concealed ; and the confederates ima^ 
gined that the Auftrian army was advancing to 
afi; in their fjivour: 

Nothing remained towards completing the 
partition, but the acceffion of the emprefs of 
Ruffia, who was too difceming a politician not 

♦ See a ictirious account of the interview betwcjen the emperor - 
and the king of PruiBa, and the plan for the accomplifhment of 
the partition, in Wraxall^s Nfemoirs of the Courts of Berlin, &c. 
Vol, IL Letter i^. 
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to regard with a jealous eye the introdu^lian of/ 
foreign powers into Poland. Poflelfing an un» 
controuled afcendancy over the whole country,, 
ihe could propofe no material ^advantage from . 
the formal acquifition of a part,, and muft pur- 
chafe a moderate addition to her territory hy a 
confiderable furrender of authority. Frederick, 
well acquainted with the capacity of the empreis 
to difoem the true interefts of Ruffia, forbore 
opening any negociation on the fubje6l of the 
partition, until ilie was involved in a Turkiih 
war. At that crifis he difpatched his brother . 
Prince Henry to Peterfburg, who fuggefted to 
the emprefs that thef houfe of Auftria was con- 
cluding an alliance with the Porte ; that never? 
thelefs the friendship of that houfe was to be 
purchafed by acceding to the -partition, upon 
which condition the emperor would fuffer the 
Ruffians to profecixte the war without interrup- 
tion. Catharine, anxious to pufh her conqueils 
againil the Turks, and dreading the interpofitiou 
of the emperor; perceiving likewile, from the 
intimate union between the courts of Vienna and 
Berlin, that flie could not prevent the intended 
partition, elofed with the propofal, and felefited 
no inconfiderable portion of the Polifh territo- 
ries for herfelf. The treaty was figned at Pe- 
terfburg in the beginning of February 1 772, by 
the Ruffian, Auftrian, and Pruffian ^plenipoten* 
tiaries. 

B 4 As 
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As the troops of the three courts were already 
in pbfleffion of the greater part of Poland, the 
confederates, hemmed in on all fides, were foon 
difperfed ; and £urope waitcfd in anxious expec- 
tation. Yet the partitioning powers proceeded 
with fuch profound ftcrecy, that even after the 
ratification of the treaty, only vague conjectures 
were entertained at Waifawv* concerning ^their 
real intentions ; and the lite lord Cathcart, the 
Englifh minifi:er at Peterfburgh, obtained no 
authentic information of its fignature, until two 
months after the event. 

The fii-fi: formal notification of any pretenfions 
to the Polifh territoiy was in September 177^, 
announced to the king and fen ate aflembled at 
AVarfaw, by the Imperial embaflador, which was 
foon followed by the memorials of the Ruffiau 
and Pruffian courts, fpecifying their refpeftive 

• J have a collc£lion of MS. letters written fro.ra Warfaw before 
and after the partition: the following paflages from thofe letters wiU 
fliew the myfterious conduft of the three courts, and the uncertainty 
of the Poles concerning the difmemberment. ** On cache a Viennc 
Jes vrais motifs et le but de la prochaine entree dcs troupes en Po- 
jogne/'&c. May 6, 1771. All the letters fpeak of the apprehenfions 
of difmemberment} but the firft which mentions it with any certainty 
js dated May 19, which relates, that one of the king of Pruffia'* 
officers, pafTmg through Marienburgb, even faid, that the neigh-, 
bourhood of that town had fallen to the king by partition. May 30- 
" On croit de plus etplusqu'on ^lous partagera j tant d'avis qui 
s;accordent la deflus ne peuvent pas etre fur de vaincs imaginations 
et conjectures," &c.. Aug. 13. " La bombc va crcvep, on ac)ieve 
le traite de partage,'' &c. Auguft 14. " C*en eft fait, le tndt^ 
6bauche au mois de Fevrier vient de prendre confiltence,'* &c,. 

claims. 
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claims. It would be tedious to enter into a de-r 
tail of the pleas urged by the three powers in 
favour of their feveral demands ; it would be no 
lefs uninterefting to lay before the reader the aur 
ftvers and remonftrances of the king and fenate, 
as well as the appeals to the other ftates \yfhich 
had guarantied the pofleffious of Poland. The 
courts of London, Paris, Stockholm, and Co- 
penhsfgen, remonftrated ; but remonftrances 
without affiftance were of no eiFe6l;. Poland fub- 
mitted to the difmemberment *, not however 
without the moft violent ftruggles, and, for the 
firft time, felt and lamented the fatal effe6ls of 
faftion and difcord, 

A diet being demanded by the partitioning 
powers to ratify the ceffion, was convoked by the 
king in the following fummons: "Since there 
are no hopes from any quarter, and any further 
delays will only tend to draw down the moft 
dreadful calamities upon the remainder of the 
dominions which are left to the republic ; the 
diet is convened for the 19th of April 1773, ac- 
cording to the will of the three courts ; never- 



• In 1793, Poland fufFered a new difmembemicnt, from the 
united powers of Ruflla and Prufliaj and in 1795, after an inefFec* 
tual ftruggle, the government was annihilated, the king compelled 
to abdicate, and the whole country divided between Ruflia» 
Auftria, and Pruflia, and incorporated in their refpcftive domi- 
nions. 

thelefs, 



Arfefi^ in grder to avoid all caufe of reproach^ 
the king, with the advice of the fenate, again 
appeals to the guarantees of the treaty of Oliva." 
The diet met at the appointed time ; and fuch 
wa* the fpirit of the members, that, notwith- 
(landijig the deplorable fituation of their countiy^ 
$md the threats and bribes of the three powers, the. 
partition-treaty was not ratified, without much 
difficulty. For fome time the majority ef the 
Buntios were determined to oppofe the drfmem- 
l>ennept ; and the king firmly perfifted in the 
fome refolution*. The embaffadors of the three 

courts 

• The king was bitterly cen/iired for co&feiiting to the treaty of 
|iartition» and even accufed of being .acceffory to the difmember- 
meiit* The laft nnjiift afpcriion he fully refuted, in his celebrated 
Speech to the diet on the loth^of May 1 773 ; hut an anecdote, com- 
xtonicated to me by Mr. afterwards fir Thomas Wroughton, feemt 
ta prove that the king was fendble of, and eyen condemned hi& 
own inefolntion. 

A few days before he confented to tte treaty of difinemberment, 
the king fent for Mr. Wroughton, and exprefied his refbiution to 
abdicate rather than fign tlie aft of difmembermeat* '^ JDo you 
tbiftk,'* fit faid, *' that the king of England will givfr me an 
afylum^^ The Britiih minifter replying in the affirmative, he 
added, ** Inform your court, that I am determined to withhold my 
tgnature.^ Mr. Wroughton in^nuating, that perhaps his Ma- 
jefty might change his mind. ^ Do you fee this right hand I'* ex- 
claimed the king with vehemence ;. ** I will fooner have it cut oflT 
than fign the treaty, and whatibever becomes of me, I am ready to 
fupport my duty with firmneis. If you will not write, I will 
write myfelf." Mr. Wroughton obeyed ; but in a few days the 
king figned the treaty. At the next meeting he apologized for 
Us weaknefs^ and acknowledged that he was untfit to be king of 

Poland, 
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courts enforced their requilition$ by the moft 
ajanning menaces ; threatened the king with de^ 

poiiCion 

- • 

f oland. ^ I was mf qaced,** he added, ^ with dfpofition and coa- 
finement ; my friends and fapiily would haye been involved ia aj 
ruiny my country would have beea pillaged by my enemies^ aoid I 
4iad not refblution to reiift.** 

In the frequei^t conferences, to which I liad the honour of beinj^ 
admitted by the King of Poland, he unifonnly declared, that 
the principal motive which induced hip to fign the a& c*''difinera* 
bennent, was derived ftiom the dr^ad of involving his friends in his 
own ruin, and that he a£led in conformity with the advice of thoie 
perfons in whom he placed the mc^ft implicit con^dence. 

The truth ^ thefe alFertions is fufficiently evident, from aa 
anecdote confidentially conununicated by ^ount Stackelberg himiel^ 

It was well known to the Ruffian court, that the king^s oppofitioa 
to the difinepiberment and to the new ^onn of government^ w^s 
pountenanced hy^ his unple prince Czartori/ki, and his other rela- 
tions. The Ruffian emballador deemed it therefore neceflaiy to 
intimidate his adyifers ; suid when the mioiiters of the three powers 
^elivere^^o the delegates the demands -of their refpedtive courts^ 
the Aufbian and PruiTian plenipotentiaries gave only'a (hort and 
fjpecific ftatement of their claims ; but the Ruffian embadador pre- 
fented a long memorial, in which he declared, '* that certain per* 
fons,** by whom he deiigi^ated the king's uncle and principal ad- 
idfers, *f had, by fomenting the internal difoiders of the ftate, reduced 
Iceland to her prefent wretched lituation. The delegates, inflamed 
by this chaige ahnoft to madnefs, ^reatened to deftroy thofe wh^ 
iiad beep; the cauf^ of their country's misfortjines, and repeatedly 
demanded their names. The prefident of the delegai^ prea wrote to 
count Stackelberg a note, in which, after defcribing the indigna^ 
^on which hi? memorial bad excited among the members, he add- 
ed, ^ You have it in your power to wreak your yengpuice on thoie 
who have offended your court.'* The embaflador replied, ^ I ro* 
ipieft you to poflpone your fitting till Monday (it was then Satur- 
4ay) and fend a deputation to demand the namfs pf thoie whs 
.jKive caufed the misfortunes of thfir coufitry."^ 



• 



160 TO L A If IN ». I* 

pofition aitid imprifonment) and declared that if 
the 'diet continued refraftoiy, Warfaw fhould be 
f>illaged. This report, induftrioufly circulated, 
made a deep impreflion upon the inhabitants. 
By-thefe menaces, by cprrupting the marflial of 
the diet, who was accompanied with a RuffisHi 
guard; in a word, by bribes*, promifes, and 
threats, the deputies at length ratified the dif- 
memberment. In the fenate, however, «or upper 
Jipufe, there was a majority pf only fix ; in the 
lower houfe, or aflembly of the nuntios, but on/e 
fiHgle vote in favour of the meafuref. An a6t 

On the following day the Ruffian cmbaflador infinuated to the 
Jung; who w^s alamacd for his relations, that their fate depended 
on their future behaviour. On Monday the deputation waited on 
the embaflador, wlio anfyirered, that he had nff the emprefs's or- 
ders to denounce thofe perfons, but would communicate their re- 
queft to her Imperial majefty. This meafure (to ufe the expreffion 
of count Stackclbcrg) was to hold the fword of Qamocles over 
their heads. From that moment they became fubfcrvient to the 
views of Ruflia, and ui^ed the king to fign the aft of difmembcr- 
ment, and to agree to the cftablifliment of the permanent council. 

* The Ruffian cnbaflador arranged all the meafures relative to 
the new form of government 5 he repeatedly expatiated on the ve- 
nality of the Poles. Even during the fitting of the diet, when th^ 
partition was ratified, nuinbers f<frvilely crouded round him to fb- 
licit honours and places. Jle^ood in the middle of the houfe, die- 
tating to the chancellor the names of thofe who were appointed to 
the ftaroftics and offices of the new government 5 and near the ter- 
mination of the meeting, being fatigued with the numerous folicita- 
tloiis for the title of prince, he peevilhly exclaimed, **Let the diet ' 
be created princefs, and then you will all be princes." 

was 
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was then paffed to limit the feffions to the teim of 
a few days, and delegates were appointed with 
full powers to adjuft, in concert with the embaffa^ 
dors, the terms of the difmemberment. The 
coxnmiffioners, or delegates, on the dilfolution 
of the diet in May, entered upon their office, 
and, by the month of September, finally conclud-* 
ed the treaty of partition in conformity to the 
diftates of the three courts. At this jun^re, 
feveral nobles boldly iffued manifcftoes and re- 
monft ranees in various parts of the kingdom, 
•ugainft the ceffion of the provinces, and repro- 
bated the condu6l of the partitioning powers; 
but'fuch remonftrances were totally dif^-egarded, 
'and confidered only as the laft^convulfions of an 
expiring nation. 

Of the difmembered countries*, the Rullian< 
province is the largeft, the Auftrian the moft po- 
pulous, and the Pruffian the moft commercial 
The population of the whole amounts to near 
5,000,000 of fouls 5 the firft containing 1,500,000, 
the fecond 2,500,000, and the third 860,000. 
Weftern Pruffia was the greateft lofs to Poland, 
as by the difmemberment of that province, the 
navigation of the Viftula depends upon the king 

\ 
f 

* The reader, by confulting the map of Poland (prefixed to this 
Work) will lee the fituation and extent of the three difmembered 
provinces. For an account of the Auftrian province, fee Book II. 
chap. t. i of the Ruffian, Book III. chap. I.' 

of 
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of Pruffia: by the lofs confequently of thi$ dil^ 
tri6l, a fatal blow vas given to the trade of Po-* 
land ; foir the heary duties laid upon the mef •, 
chandiz^ paffing to Dantzicj have greatly dimi- 
mQied the commetcci of that town, and trani^ 
fcrrcd a confiderable portion of it to Memmel 
and Koningfburghi 

^ Although the limits Wei* fettled by the treaty 
of partition, yet the Auftrians and Pruffians con-* 
tinually extended their frontiers: the emperor 
ieized upon Cafimir, and even iavdwed an intent 
tion of taking poffeffion of Cracow aiid Kami^ 
niec ; while Frederick alleged thefe ufurpationB 
^ a juftification for iii^ilar enc^Oftchments, urga> 
ing, that he could not, confiftently with his own 
fecurity, fee the emperbt increafe his dominium 
without affuming an equiValeiit. 

Catharine was fofced for a time to cdnn^ve at 
thefe encroachments ; but tio fooner wad peace* 

eflabliihed 

* 'the peace between the feihprefs aiid the I'urks wa$ iigned oil 
At 2ift of July 1774, in Marihai Romanzof^s casnp near Bulgaria | 
n&kd in a letter from Wa^faw, dated Auguft *>, it i» {aid, «* The 
emperor and king of Pruflia continued encroaching Upon the Po* 
Yidti territories, and enlarging their frontiers whieh Were marked by 
the treaty of Petbrlburgh. But upon the conduiion of ti» peace^ 
the Aullrian and Prulfian troops retired within *their refpcfUvii 
lines." Behold already tlie good effe6ts of this glorious peace 1 
,What would have become of us, if the arms of the Ottoman cm^ 
pire had proipered according to the wKhes of many ?'* And in 
another, dated Sept. 1^ 17:^5, " The king of Pruffia has written tC 
the emprefs of RuHla a letter in a moil enchanting ftyle< Aftt'r 

much 
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eftabliflied with the Turks, and the rebellion of 
Pugatcheff cruflied, than flie turned her wholfc 
attention to Poland; and in confequence of hw 
Spirited remonftrances, both Auftrians and Pruf- 
iGans relinquifhed their ufurpations, and confined 
themfelves to the limits marked fa j the treaty erf" 
partition. 

The partitioning powers did lefs injury to the 
republic by difmembering its faireft provinces, 
than by perpetuating the principles of anarchy, 
and eftablilliing on avpermanent footing, that 
exorbitant liberty*, which is ever the parent of 
fa6tion, and has proved the ruin of the repub*- 
lie. Under pretence of amending the coAfti- 
tution, they confirmed all its defe€h, and tender- 
ed this unhappy country incapable of emerging 
from its prefent deplorable (late. 

The delegated who ratified the treaty of parti- 
tion, being alfo empowered by the diet to con 
eert with the three courts any alterations in the 
tonfiitution which might appear beneficial io the 
kingdom, continued their ^ttings from May 

nraclt fm&f ht adds, notwitfaibindiiig tKe jti^oc of hh dsdmnpoB 
tfaofe parts which he has anpexed to his former acquifitionSyhe ihaXl 
make no di£Bculty in iacriHctng them, as a proof of his readinefs to 
oblige her Imperial majefty; providccl the houfe of Auftria wiH 
alia reftore what flie has bdcen.'* 

• « Our liberty/' faid a Pole, *« is like a two-edged (Word in the 
hand of an. infant, and for that very reafon our neighbours ai^ 
anxious to pi^ferve it entire/* ^ ' 

• 1773 
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1773 to March 1775; during this peripd the 
convocation of the ordinary diet was poftponed 
until the members of the delegation had agreed 
to all the innovations propofed by the embaffa- 
dors, and until the government was finally ar- 
ranged. Notwithftanding the wretched condi- 
tion of Poland, and the refiftlefs power of the 
three courts, the king and the majority of the 
delegates long withheld their confent to the 
idterations. 

An idea of their fpirit may be formed from 
an account of a meeting, when the propofitions 
relating to the change of government w^ere firft 
produced in 1773. Before the appearance of 
the three embaffadors much was faid againft the 
projefted innovations ; many reproaches ' were 
call againft the stuthors of that plan, for fa- 
crificing the public advantage tq their private 
ambition, refentment, and interefts. At the 
entrance of the three embaffadors, a profound 
iilence took place for fome minutes, until the fe- 
cretary of the Ruffian embaffy began to read the 
plan for new-modeling the conftitution ; when 
a general murmur fpread through the whole af- 
fembly, iiicreafing, as he proceeded, to fuch a 
degree as almoft to drown his voice, and he 
could not, without frequent interruptions, finiili 
the recital. He had fcarcely concluded, when 
the whole body of delegates loudly demanded 

the 
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the treaties of partition and alliance ; the em- 
bafladors anfwering, that many points could not 
be adjufted without farther inftruftions from 
their refpedive courts, it was replied, that in the 
mean time they might introduce the treaty of 
commerce, which they were authorifed to con- 
clude. At all events, it was urged, the propoM 
concerning the change of government i^ pretaa- 
ture ; a revolution of fuch extreme importance 
.demands the mod deliberate examination, and 
ought not to be precipitated, as a circumftance 
of no concjBm to the nation .^ One of the dele- 
gates, who was moft violent in his oppofition, 
delivered his fentiments with a freedom which 
aftoniflied the affembly, and when the embaffa- 
dors, who did not underftand the Poliih idiom^ 
applied to a Caftellan for an explanation, he ex- 
cufed himfelf, under pretence of not being qua- 
lified for the office of interpreter. At length, a 
Palatine, of the embafladors' party, acquainting 
them with the contents of the fpeech ; the ora- 
tor thanked him for explaining the purport of 
his harangue in fo able a manner, while the 
praifes which, in/ a fine tone of irony, he affefted 
to beftow upon the Palatine for his readinefs to 
oblige, as well as for his independent fpirit, oc- 
cafioned much mirth in the affembly. The un- 
difguifed approbation given by the greater part 
of the members to this orator, convinced the em- 
VOL. I. F baffadora 
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baffadors that this was no time to obtrude thetf 
refolutions upon the delegates ; they accordingly 
broke up the meeting, and poftponed the bufmefs 
to a future period *. The next feffion^ however, 
^ was not more favourable to their wiflies ; nor did 
the patriotic zeal of the delegates feem to abate* 
Their oppofition indeed to this meafure continued 
ia violent^ that more than a year elapfed before 
the ^mbaffadors were able, by the influence of 
threats, bribery, and promifes, to obtain a majo* 
rity ; and before the delegates, terrified or feduced 
into compliance, formally acceded to the change 
of government. This important point being ob- 
tained, the delegation was diffolved on the i aUi 
ef April, 1 775, and all the articles were confirmed 
by the general diet. "" 

A note, delivered by the three embaifadors ta 
the delegates on the I3th of September, 1775^ 
will convey a general idea of the changes^ ifi the 
conftitution. " The courts arcv fo intei-efted in 
the pacification of Poland, that, while the trea-^ 
ties are preparing to be figned and ratified, the 
tninifters cannot lofe any of that valuable tim€^ 
fo neceflary fpr the re-eftablilhment of order, and 
the tranquillity of this kingdom. We now, there-^ 

• The following paflage in one of my MS. letters, dated folate 
as Nov. 13, 1 774» will fhew the difficulty of fettling with the dele- 
gates. ** The plan for the permanent council continues to be reads 
it ftill excites continual debates, and more will arife j. but all will 
iie finished according to the will of the miniilei s/* 

fbr(i 
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fore, deliver to the delegation a part of thofe 
cardinal laws, to the ratification of which our 
courts will not fnfFer any contradiftion. 

I. " The crown of Poland fliall he for ever ekc- 
tive^ and all order of fucceffion profcribed: any 
perfon who ihall endeavour to break this law, 
ihall be declared an enemy to his country, and 
liable to be punimed accordingly. 2. Foreign 
candidates to the throne, being the frequent 
caufe of troubles and divifion, fliall be excluded ; 
and in future, no perfon can be chofen king of 
Poland, and great duke of Lithuania, excepting 
a native Pole, of noble origin, and pofTeffing land 
within the kingdom. The fon, or grandfon, of 
a king of Poland, cannot be elefted- immediately 
upo^ the death of his father or grtindfather ; nor 
fhall be eligible, till after an interval of two reigns, 
5. The government of Poland Ihall be for ever 
free, independent, and of a republican form, 
4. The true principle of the faid government con- 
fiftins: in the drift execution of its laws, and the 
equilibrium of the three eftates, namely, the king, 
the fenate, and the equeftrian order, a permanent 
council ihall be eftablifhed, in which the execu- 
tive power fliall be veiled. In this council the 
equeftrian order, hitherto excluded from the 
adminiftration of affairs in the intervals of the ^ 
diets, fliall be admitted ; as fliall be more clearly 
kid d^wn ill the future arrangements." 

p s Theft 
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Thefe arrangements having been carried into 
execution, I fliall make a few remarks upon the 
feveral articles. By the firft, the houfe of Sax- 
ony, and all foreign princes, likely to give weight 
to Poland by stheir hereditary dominions,^ are ren- 
dered incapable of filling the throne. By the fe- 
cond, the exclufion of a king's fon or grandfon, 
excepting after an interval of two reigns, re* 
moves the fainteft profped of an hereditary fove- 
reignty, and entails upon th^ kingdom all the evils 
infeparable from that moft wretched form of go* 
vemment, an eleftive monarchy. By the third 
article, the liberum wto, and all the exorbitant 
privileges of the equeflrian. order, are confirmed 
in their utmoft latitude, and by the lafi, the prero* 
gatives of the crown, are flill farther diminiihed. 

Before the conclufion of this chapter, it will 
be proper to mention the fate of the diffidents^ 
Their pretenfions were finally fettled between 
the rq>ublic and the mediating powers, at the laft 
meeting of the delegates, The catholic party vio* 
lently oppofing the reftoration of their ancient 
privileges, by the confent of the foreign courts, 
they continue excluded from the diet, the fenate, 
and the permanent council. In return, the diffi- 
dents enjoy the free exerpife of their religion, 
9xe permitted to have churches without bells, 
fchools and feminaries, are capable of fitting 
in the inferior couits of juftice, and in the tri- 

' bunal 
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bunal appointed to try appeals in matters of re- 
ligion, three of their communion are admitted 
as affeffors. 

In confequence of this toleration, tjie diffidents 
Ijaye conftmfted churches in different parts of 
the kingdop ; one built upon this occalion by 
the Lutherans at Warfaw, has thp following in- 
fcription : 

" Has aedes Deo J, O, facra« 
Coetus Varfovienfis in Auguft. Confeff. ex conr 
fenfu Staniflai Augufti Regis et Reipublics^ 
ftruere coepit Aprilis 24, i777f" 
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Covemmcnt of Poland.-^tiprenic and legillative aotkority rtfidei 
in the diet.— ^Executive power vefted in the permanent counciU 
— Origin of the diet.-*Place and time of aflembling.— Ordinary 

- and cxtraordixlar}r.-^Convoked by the kiiig.*^onftituent partt« 
— --Kingj fenate, and nuntios,— -Proceedings.— Liberum Veto,— 
Its dreadful effeSs. — ^How remcdied.«*^Diet of confederacy,— 
The plain of Vola where the kings are cle6tcd«— Diets of convo- 

- cation; and ekdfckttu- 

'* . ■ 

^ i ^HE government of Poland is with great pro- 

-^ priety ftyled a republic, becaufe the king id 

exceedingly limited in his prerogative, and re- 

fembles more the chief of a commonwealth, than 

the fovereign of a powerful monarchy. 

The fupreme legiflativie authority refides in 

the three eftates of the realm, the king, fenate, 

and equeftrian order, affembled in a national diet** 

The executive power, heretofore entrafted to the 

king and fenate, is, according to the new form 

of government, veiled in the fupreme permanent 

council f. 

The 

• For an account of the diet, fee the ncijtt chapter 

t By the eftablifhment of this council, the king wa« deprived of 
the power of conferring the ftarofties, and inflead of freely appoint-* 
ing the bilhops, cailellans, palatines, and miniilers, is r^ih-ifbed to 
the choice of three candidates, prcfented by the permai^nt council. 
The king is mtrely the prtfident of the permanent council, which 
confiffs of three bi(hops> nine lay-fenators, four minifters, the mar- 
fli4, and eighteen counfellors of the equeftrian order} all of whom 

7 * ' are 
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The- general diet declares war, makes peac^ 
levies foldiers, forms alliances, impofes taxea^ 
ena^ laws, and exercifes all the rights of abfo* 
lute fovereignty. 

The beft hifiorians date the earlieft diet in the 
reign of Cafimir the Great ; but allow that it 
was not modelled into its prefent form until the 
reign of Cafimir the Third. 

The place of holding the diets depended for* 
merly upon the will of the kings ; arid Louis evea 
fummoned two in Hungary. In thofe early timeV 
Petri cau was the town where they moft frequently 
aflembled ; but in 1569, at the union of Poland 
and Lithuania, Warfaw was appointed the place 
of meeting ; and in 1673, it was enafted, that of 
thr^e fucceffive diets, two ihould be held in this 
capital, and one at Grodno * in Lithuania. This 
regulationxhas beei;i generally foUowcd, until the 
preftnt reign, when the affemblies have been 
uniformly fummoned to Warfaw f 

Diets are ordinary and extraordinary ; the for- 
mer are convened every two years, the latter as 

are chofen every two years by a majority of fecrct votes in the diet. 
To this coancil, which may be called a committee, under the con- 
trorul of Ruflia, for executing the regal office^ aU internal regul^ 
^ons are iubmitted before they are pfopofed to ^e diipt> and a]l 
foreign affairs decided by a majority. 

* Lengnich, Hill. Pol. p. 26% . 

« 

f See Book 11. Cliap. 6, Art. Grodno. Since my h(t departure; 
^pm J^oland in^ X785> a diet has been held at GrodnQ. 

y 4 pcc^fioi^ 
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occafion requires. In 1 7 1 7 the ufual feafoh for 
the ordinary diets was fixed at Michaelmas, but 
has iiiice been occaiionally changed to the month 
of Odober or November. 

The king, with the advice of the permanent 
Council, convokes the diet, by circular letters 
iffued to the palatines in their refpe6live pro- 
vinces, at leaft fix weeks before the time appointed 
for the meeting ; thefe letters are accompanied 
with a ihort fketch of the bufinds to be agitated 
in the diet. 

The conftituent parts of the diet are the three 
eftates of the realm ; the king, the fenate, and 
the nobles or gentry, by their nuntios or repre- 
fentatives. The king, confidered in his- capacity 
of prefident, is merely the chief of the diet : he 
fubfcribes the ads, and decrees, iflues all or- 
dinances in his own name, and that of thie re- 
public, without enjoying the right of a negative. 
He has no vote, excepting upon an equality of 
fufFrages ; but is at liberty to deliver his fenti- 
ments upon all queflions. 

Stanillaus is efteemed one of the moft eloquent 
among the Polifli orators, he has an agreeable tone 
of voice, harangues with great animation, energy, 
and jdignity, and his fpeeches always make a 
confiderable impreffion. When difpofed to fpeak,. 
he rifes from his feat, advances a few fteps, and 
exclaims " I fumnipn theminiftersi of ftate to the 

throne." 
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throne." Then the great officers of the crown^ 
Tirho are fitting at the lower end of the fenate- 
houfe, approach and (land near the king ; the 
four great marihals ftrike the ground together 
vith their ftaves of office, and the firft fays, ** The 
" king is going to fpeak ;" 

The fecond eftate, or the fenate, is compofed 
of fpiritual and temporal fenators. The bifhop 
or fpiritual fenators have the precedence over the 
temporal fenators. The archbifhop of Gnefna is 
primate of the fenate, and viceroy in cafe of an 
interregnum. 

The temporal are palatines, caftellans, and 
the great officers of ftate. The palatines are the 
governors of provinces, who hold their offices 
for life ; and in time of war, when the army of 
the republic is fummoned, they levy and lead the 
force of their palatinates into the field, according 
to the tenure of feudal fervices ; in time of peace, 
they convoke the affemblies of the palati- 
nates, and prefide in the cdunty courts of juftice. 
The Caftellans are divided into Grand and Petty 
Caftellans: their office, in time of peace, is 
merely nominal ; but when the military or feu- 
dal fervices are required, they are the lieutenants 
of the palatines,under whom they command the 
troops of the feveral diftrifts. 

The minifters of ftate, who fit in the fenate, are 
jixteen, the two great marihab of Poland and 

Lithuania, 
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Lithuania, the two fub-marflials, the two great 
chancellors, the two vice-chancellors, the two 
great generals, the two little^ generals, the two 
great treafurei^s, and the two fub-treafurers. 

All the fenators were formeriy appointed by 
the king ; but by the late change of government, 
his choice is reftri6led to one of three candidates 
prefented by the permanent council. The fena'*. 
tors,' once nominated, cannot be deprived of 
their charges, excepting by the diet. The third 
eftate is formed by the nuntios or rq)refenta-» 
tives of the equeftrian order, chofen in the die- 
tines or affemblies of each palatinate, in which 
every noble or gentleman, at the age of eigh-*' 
teen, has a vote, and is capable of being elefted. 
There is no qualification in point of property, 
either for the eleftors or eleded ; it is only ne* 
ceffary that the uuntio Ihould be a noble ; that 
is, a perfon not engaged in trade or commerce, 
pofleffing land himfelf, the fon of a perfon pof- 
feffing land, or of an antient family which for- 
merly poffeffed land. Each nuntip muft be 
twenty-three years of age. When the diet affem* 
bles, the king, fenate, and nuntios, firft meet 
in the cathedral of Warfaw, and hear mafs and 
a fermon. After fervice, the members of the 
fenate, or upper houfe, repaid to the fenate-houfe ; 
and the nuntios, or lower-houfe to their cham- 
l)er, where they choofe, by a majority of voices, 

a marilial, 
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a liiarihaly or fpeaker of the equeftriaii order : to 
prevent unneceffary delays, the eleSion is re* 
quired to take place within three days after their 
meeting*. Two days after the choice of theii* 
fpeaker, the king, fenate, and nuntios, affemble in 
the fenate-houfe, which is called the junftion of 
the two houfes. The nuntios then kifs the king's 
hand ; and the members of the diet take theif 
places in the following order : 

The king is feated, in regaj ftate, upon a raifed 
throne, under a canopy at the upper end of the 
apartment. At the lower end, oppofite the 
throne, fit ifa armed chairs the niinifters of ftate. 
The bifliopsfj palatines, and cafiellans, «rc 

• Formerly, it being ftipulated that the election of the marflial 
ihould take place as foon as pofliblc, much time ufually elapfed be- 
fore a marlhal was chofen ; and as the fitting of the national aifenv* 
h\y is confined to fix weeks, fometimes the nuntios could never 
agree in the choice, and feveral diets broke up without tran(a£ling 
bufinefs. Connor, who vifited Poland in John Sobiefki's reign^ 
fets upon this head, **'He that defigns to be eledted marihal, muft 
treat the gentry ^1 the while, other wife he would have no vote for 
bim ; and commonly they prolong the eleftioa, that they may live 
the longer at the candidate's charges/' V. II. p. 92. 

To remedy this inconvenience, it was enabled in 1690, that th« 
marifhal niuft be chofen on the firii day of the meeting ; but in 176^1 
the time allowed for the eleftion was extended to three days. Sec 
Leng. J.I*. II. p. saa. and Loix et Conft. de 1768, p. 52. 

f Including the archbifliops of Gnefna and Vilna, each at the 
head of his refpeftive fufFragans. 

The reader will feid a print, which give^ a faithful repnefeiita'- 
tion of the diet, in Connor's Hiftory of Poland, v. II. p. 82. Ond 
trifling error ;mTift be correftcd, the feats marked i x i x are for tho 
ninifbersof ftate, when not (landing near the throne. 

range4 
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ranged in three rows of armed chairs, extending 
from the throne on each fide ; and behind thefe 
are • placed the nuntios . upon benches covered 
with led cloth. The fenators have the privilege 
of wearing their caps, but the nuntios are un- 
covered. 

Ail the members being feated, the PaBa Con^ 
venta are read ; when the fpeaker of the equef* 
trian order, as well as each nuntio, is empowered 
to interrupt theperufal by remonftrating againft 
the infringement of any particiJar article, and 
demanding a redrefs of grievances. The great 
chancellor then propofes the queftions in the 
king's name; after which, his majefty nomi* 
nates three fenators, and the fpeaker fix nuntios, 
to prepare the bills. The diet, by majority of 
voices, , choofes a committee to examine the aCf 
counts of the treafury, and eleft the members "^ 
of the permanent council 

Thefe preliminary tranfadlions ought to be 
difpatched in the fpace of three weeks; at 
which period the two houfes feparate ; the nun- 
tios retire into their own chamber, and the bills 
undergo a difcuffion in each houfe. Thofe which 
relate to the treafury, are approved or rejected by 
the fentiments of the majority. But in all flat?- 

* The equeilrian members of the lad permanent council are per* 
stutted to be prefent in this affembly without having a vote, und^ 
thercfolutions of the council arc approved by the diet. The fena-r 
tor^ who have a feat in the council, are prefent of courfe. 

mattery 
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matters* of the higheft importance, norefolutioa 
is valid, unlefs ratified by the unanimous aflent 
of every nuntio, each of whom is able to fuf- 
penld all proceedings by his exertion of the ii- 
btrum Veto. 

The diet muft not fit longer than fix weeks : on 
the firft day, therefore, of the fixth week the 
fenate and nuntios reaffemble in the fenate-houfe. 
The ftate-bills (provided they are unanimoufly 
agreed to by the nuntios, an event which feldom 
happens in a free diet) are paffed into laws ; but 
if unanimity be wanting are reje6led, arid the 
bufinefs relating to the treafury, which has been 
carried by a majority, is read and regiftered. 

At the conclufion of the fixth week the lawar 
are figned by the fpeaker and nuntio, and tlie 
diet is diffolved. 

Extraordinary diets are fubjeft to the fame re- 
gulations as ordinaiy diets, with this difference, 

• Matters of ftate are thus defined by the conftitution of 176s. 

I. Increafe or alteration of the taxes. 2. Augmentation of th^ 
army. 5. Treaties of alliance and peace with the neighbouring 
powers. 4* Declaration of war. 5. Naturalization and creation 
of nobility. 6. Redufl^ion of the coin. 7. Augmentation or di- 
minution in the charges of the tribunals, or in the authority of the 
minifters of peace and war. 8. Creation of places. 9. Order of 
holding tRe diets or dietines. lo. Alterations in the tribunals. 

II. Augmentation of the prerogatives of the fenatus-confulta. 
t2. Permiflion to the king to purchafe lands for his fucceflbrs. 
13. Arrier-ban, or fummoning the nobles to arms. 

In all t)iefe cafes unanimity is itquiUte* See Loix et Conil. de' In 
Diite de 1768, p. 46^ 

that 
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that they cannot, by the conftitution* of 1 768, 
continue longer than a fortnight. On the fame 
day in which the two houfes aflfemble in the fe- 
nate-houfe, the queftions are to be Jaid before 
.them, and the nuntios return immediately to 
their own chamber. On the thirteenth day, the 
two houfes are again uniteci ; and on the fifteentlv 
the laws being read and fxgned, the diet is dif-* 
folved. The moft extraordinary charaderiftic in 
the conftitution of Poland, which diftinguiihes 
this government from all others, both in antient 
and modem times, is the Liber urn Veto, or the 
power which each nuntio enjoys in a free diet*, 
not only like the tribunes of antient Rome, of 
putting a negative upon any law, but even of 
diffolving the affembly. 

This privilege is not found in any period of the 
Polifli hiftory, antecedent to the reign of John 
Cafimir. In 1652, when tlie diet of Warfaw 
was debating upon tranfa6lions of the utmofl 
importance which required a fpeedy determina^ 
tiori, Sicinfki, nuntio of Upita in Lithuania, 
cried out, " I ftop the proceedings!." Having 
uttered tjl^fe words, he quitted the affembly, 
and repairing to the chancellor, protefted, that 

* A free diet» in which unanimity is requiiite, is difting^ilhet} 
fnom a diet of confederacy, ii^ which all bufinefs is carried by tht 
Xnajority. 

f Leng. Jus Pub. v. II. p. 215. 

as 
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as many adls had been carried contrary to the 
conftitution of the republic, he fhould confider 
it as an infringement of the laws, if the diet con* 

tinned to fit The members were thunderftruck 

I 

at a proteft of this nature, hitherto unknown. 
Warm debates took place in regard to the pro- 
priety of continuing or diffolving the diet ; , at 
length, the venal and difcontented fadion, who 
fupported the prbteff, obtained the majority, and 
the affembly broke up in great confufion. 

This tranfaftion changed entirely the conftitu- 
tion of Poland, and gave an unlimited fcope to 
mifrule and faftion. The following caufes pro- 
bably induced the Poles to acquiefce in eftablifli* 
ing the Liberum Veto, thus cafually introduced* 

It was the intereft of the great officers of ftate, 
particularly the great general, the great treafurer, 
and great marflial, in Avhofe hands were veiled 
the adminiftration of the armv, the finances, 
and the police, to abridge the fittings of the 
diet. Thefe great officers of ftate, being once 
nominated by the king, enjoyed their appoint- 
ments for life, independent of his authority, and 
liable to no controul during the intervals of the 
diets, to which alone they were refponfible, 
This powerful body ftrongly efpoufeS the Libe^ 
rum Veto ; confcious that they could eafily, and 
at all times, fecure a nuntio ta proteft, and by 
that means elude all enquiry ihto their admini* 
^ration. 

By 
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By a fundamental law of the republic, nobles 
i^ccufed of certain capital crimes could only be 
brought to trial before the diet ; and as many 
perfons flood under that defcription, all thefe and 
their adherents favoured an expedient tending to 
diflblve the only tribunal by which they could be 
convifted and punifhed. 

The exigencies of the ftate, occafioned by the 
continual wars in which Poland had been engag- 
ed, demanded, at this particular crifis, an im- 
pofition of heavy taxes ; and as the fole power 
of levying pecuniary aids refided in the diet, all 
the nuntios who oppofed additional fubfidies, fe- 
conded the propofal for fliortening the duration 
of the affembly. 

, The influence of the great neighbouring 
powers, interefted to foment anarchy and eonfu- 
fion in the Polifli counfels. Before this period^ 
if they wifhed to form a cabal, and carry any 
point in the national affembly, they were obliged 
to fecure a majority of votes ; but under the new 
arrangement they were able to attain their end on 
much eafier terms, and terminate any diet un- 
friendly to their views, by the corruption of a 
(ingle member. 

The bad effefts of the Liberum Veto were foon 
felt by the nation to fuch an alarming degree, that 
all the members in the diet of 1670 bound them- 
felves by oath not to exert it, and even paffed a 
refolution that it Ihould be void of effef^ during 

the 
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the coRtimmnGe of that meeting^ ' • Notwith* 
ftanditig thefe : falutary precautions, .' one Zabor^^ 
zifky Buntio from the palatinate of Bratlaa, in 
terpofing his negative, • brought this very diet to 
a premature, diffohition *; i 

This Libcrum Veto has been always confid^ed 
by thernoftiMelligenr Poles as one of thie princi- 
pal caufes which contributed to. the decline of 
their country. From the sera pf its eftabliflimeni 
public bufinefs has contmually fujflfered the moll 
fatal interruption; -it ibmptly broke up feven 
diets in the reign of John Cafimir, four under 
Michael, feven under John Sobie&i, and thirty 
during the reigns of the two Augufti : fo-^that^ 
within the fpace of u« years, 48 diets have been 
precipitately diffolved by its operation; during 
which period Poland has continuedjalttioft with- 
oiU laws, without juftice, and, excepting the 
reign of John Sobieflci, with few fymptoms of 
military vigour. Yet the Poles were fo attached 
to this pernicious privilege, that in the afl; of 
confederacy, framed: in ,1696, after the deceafc 
of John Sobiefki, the Liberum Veto is called 'thfe 
deare(i and moft invaluable palladium >f Polilh 
liberty t* « *- 

But the Poles, fenfible of the difi>rders arifm^ 
from the Liberum Veto^ would have SLboliflaed it, 

1 

• 2awodchi ttift. Arcana. 

t Unicum et fpecialifllmum jus Cardinale* ' 

TOL. I. o had 
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had thiey not been prevented by the |iaxtitianm^ 
powers, and it ftill enft& hi its full force *. It 
ftoukL be obfbrved^ that neither the kmg nor the 
ienate, tiat.only the mmtios^ enjoy the power of 
interpofing this negative upon the prooeediag^^ 
€if the. diet f. 

In orddr to avoid the zxysxchy attendant upon 
fee diets through the operation of the Liberum 
Fe#a;. the Foles .have lal^dy bad fecourfe to diets 
bjr confederacy, whicbf though compqfed of the 
fame, members /and: hdd under the fame 
exterior forms as free^xliets, differ from them, 
]{i the efiential cireujaifiance of deterniining 
qudfiions by plurality of rotes. Thefe diets have 

r 

^^ ^ It wottld a^pp«ar, atfirft ^^^ tiiat by a reg^tiim eftablifkcd 
in the diet oijjffi^ . tbe exe^i^ of tbo Lihtrum FeH was ift foQU( 
mftances reftra^ned. *' The abfenct of a nuutio> who ha» inter* 
rupted the proceedings of the diet, iEall be no hindr^ice to the 
kaniaftion' of treafury matters." Loix et Conft. de h Dike de 
Varii9vi6, f 76S» pt 56* But thit reftH^tlon of the Uberum ^^ in 
^ffe^, iS'Of.na validity. For among the cardinal laws eftabliih^ by 
the fame diet^ it i$ ena^ed, ** that matters of ftate cannot be pafled 
but by a free' diet* and mianimotis confentf * p. i8. And again, 
^ that after the ttteafury bufinefs, fnftttecs.of ilatc fimU.bc brought 
.forward, ^hcn the pppofkion of a fiogle nuntio (hall fiop all pro- 
ceedings ;" p. 56. And in another place, it is decreed, that in free 
*dict5, the tiberum Veto fliall hold good 'in ail matters of ftatcj*' 
p. 44. When we rccolleft the definition of ftate matters (Ch. 5.) 
we cannot but perceive, that the power of interpoimg a negative 
Qj)l effe^ually exiils ; yet any limitation is of (bme fervice, as it 
tends €6'tlie fiitrddu^ion of t>rder. Since 17^7, feveral free diets 
jbave been convened \ but without efFe<Siing any material alte(ation. 
t Lengnich fays, the fenators have the power of breaking up the 
diet; but be adds, they never make \ife of this privilege; Jus 
Fub. II, p. 46. which amounts to the fame as not having it. 

long 



C. S. D I E T O P E L E C T I O N. 83 

long been known to the conftitution, and ufed 
upon extraordinary emergencies; but within 
thefe ten years have been regularly held at the 
ftated time for fummoning ordinary diets. In- 
deed, according to the true principles of the 
Polllh government, no confederacy ought to be 
formed, excepting in defence of the king's perr 
fon, upon any foreign invafron or domeftiq con- 
fpiracy, and during^ an ipterregnum at the diets 
of convocation aird eleftion*. Yet as no other 
means have been found to prevent perpetual anar- 
chy, the nation fubm its to an infringement of 
the conftitution, which operates for the general 
goodf. 

The plain of Voia, wherfe the kings of Poland 
are elefted, is fituated about three miles, from 
the capital. In the midft of the plain are two 
enclofuresy- one for the fenate, and the other for 
the nuntios. The former is of an' oblong fliape, 
furronhded by a kind of rampart, in the midft 
of which is ere Aed, * at the time of eleftion, a 
temporary building of wood, called fzopOj co- 
vered at top and open at the fides. Near it is 
the other enclofure for the nuiitios, of a circular 

• Jt is decreed, howfcver, by the code of 1768, that ii^f yery diet 
of convocation all ftatc matters muft pafs unanimoufly, p* 58. 

t But as it is enabled by the diet of 176B9 timt aU jhatters of 
ftate muflr be^ carried ujianimoufly iA- free diets, I {M^me that tfaH 
dietsby confjrdentcy only ioWa^^titie comition hufifuirfl^ witbQ|ai( 
VukLng any new ]aw«y or repealing old (Ututet. ^ 

\ 'Oft' • lhap«, 
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iliape^ from which it derives the name of kola 
or circle, within is no building, the nuntios af- 
fejiibling in the open air. When the two cham-. 
bers are joined, they meet within the kola; the 
fenators chairs and the benches for the nuntios 
Veing ranged in the fame order as in the fenate- 
Tioufe at Warfaw, while the feat of the primate 
is placed in the center. . 

Upon the king's demife the regaL authority is 
^ vefted in the archbifliop of Gnefna primate of 
Poland, as interrex or regent ; he announces the 
event by cir<:ular letters, convokes the dietines 
and diets of convocation, and performs the 
functions of royalty. 

The diet of convocation is held at Warfaw, • 
before the diet of ele^tipn, and prefided by the 
primate, who fits in an aimed chair ftationed 
in the middle of the fenaterhoufe. . This diet 
iflucs afts or ordinances, arranges or changes the 
form of coy eminent, fettles the PaBa Cowventa, 
and appoints the meeting of the diet of ele6lion. 
The intervjii between the death of the king jand 
the nomination of his fucceflpr is uncertain, the 
duration depending upon the cabals of. the can- 
didates, or tlie pleafure of thofe foreign powers, 
Vho g4f e law ta Poland. It isi always a ftate of 
.turbulence and. licentiouluefs,'* the kingdom is 
divided iirtoiparlaea and fiaftions, jufiice is fuf- J 

^entlec^— ftiid t^ nobles cfoAinitt every diforeter 

with imjjunity.' ' . ' *' ' 

• . Unanimity 
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Unatiiiriity* being requifitrin all matters of 
fkte, it is eafy to conceive the delays andjn-* 
trigues, the influence and corruption, employecl 
to gain the members in the diet of convocation. 
All the points being adjufled, whether the a6ls 
have paffed unanimoufly or otherwife, the mem- 
bers, before their feparation, form a general con- 
federacy to fupport the rcfolutions of the diet. 

At the appointed' day the diet of eleftion is 
affembled, during which Warfaw and its envi- 
rons is a fcene of confiifion, an^ frequently of 
bloodfhed. The chief nobility have large bo* 
dies of troops in their fervice, and repair to the 
diet attended by numerous vaffals and a retinue 
of domeftics-; while each. petty baron, whocan 
afford to maintain them, parades about with his 
retainers and flaves. 

On the daj^ in which the diet of eledion is 
opened, the primate, fenate, and nobility, re- 
pair to the cathedral of Warfaw, to hear mafs 
and afermon ; from whence they proceed in due 
order to the plain of Vola. The fenators enter 
the Jzopa, and the nuntios take their places 
withixi the kola ; while the- other nobles are fla- 

• This unanimity, in f^ft, does not exiftj for tlie ftrongeft fidQ 
Torces the weaker to accede or to retire. Yet in the diet of 1768 
h was ena^edy that in the diets of convocatfon ftatc queftions 
could only be carried unanimoufly. Sereral diets of convocation 
l>av« been frequently affembled before ^1 the affairs ^ould b^ fii^ly 
Arranged. 

G 3 tioned 
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tinned in the j)lam. The fenatc and nuntios, 
after paifing their refpe6live refolutions, as in the 
ordinary diets, affemble in the kola, when the 
primate lays before them the objefts for confi* 
deration; the Pa8a Conventay fettled at the 
diet of convocation, are confirmed, all neceflaiy 
arrangements made,^ and the day of eledlion ap- 
, pointed . The diet then gives andience ta the fo^ 
reign minifters, who are permitted by, recom- 
mendation to interfere in the choice of a king, 
and to the advocates of the feveral cdndidates. 
All thefe affairs occupy feveral days ; and would 
never be teraiinated, if the affembly was not 
overawed by the foreign troops, who are always 
quartered near the plain of eledlion. 

On the day of eledlion, the fenate and nuntios 
affemble in the kola, while the nobles- are ranged 
in the open field in feparate bodies, under the 
ftandards of their refpeftive palatinates, and led by 
the principal officers of each diftrift on horfe- 
back. The primate, after declaring the names of 
the candidates, kneels down and chants a hymn ; 
the fenators and nuntios join the gentry of their 
refpeftive palatinates ; and the primate, on horfe- • 
back, or in a carriage, goes round the plain to 
the different bodies of the gentry, and, having 
coileded the votes, proclaims the fuccefsful can- 
didate. 

On the following day the fenate' and nuntios 

returja 
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return to the plain ; the fuccefsful candidate is 
again proclaimed, and a deputy difpatched to 
acquaint him of his ele£iion, as no candidate is 
allbwed to be pref(ait. After the proclamatipjo^ 
the nobles retire ; and the diet, halving appoint* 
ed the di^t of coronation, is d^ffolved, 1 

All eteftions are contefted ; not indted up9n 
the ipot ; for the terror of a' neighbouring army 
compels the nobles to ^pear unanimous. But 
the parties who diffent, retiring from the plain, 
remonftrate ; and if they are fuffi€ie;Qtly ftroi^g^ 
a civil war enfues. Indeed the conAxfion, difot- 
der, and bloodihed, which formerly attende<ji( 
thefe populax eledionS) would ftiU be renewed, if 
it were not for the interference of foreign troops. 
Thus the country draws fome advantage from an 
evil which the Poles confider as th$ di|]|[race of . 
every ele6lioji. 
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CHAP. 6« 



Finances and faxes of Poland.*— Revenue of the ]dng.-^omfneree, 
. «— General cj^rts and-impoitj.nirLow ftatc of traifie.—- Failure of 
. the plan for opening tl^c navigation of the Pnielter.— Navigation 
' of thfi> Notez.-!-Military eftabiifliment. — Corps of yUms.— State 
" of the* army ."•-rConfcdenicies.'^Ruffian troops. 

AN extraft from the proceedings of the diet 
of 1768, will fliev the annual receipts and 
tiifburfen[ients before the partition : "The annual 
revenues of thetreafuiy of the crown*, amount 
to to, 748,245 iQorins (;f. 298,562). The ex^ 
pences to 17,050,000. ^ (;^. 473,61 1). An increafe 
ttf the* ievtiroes,' therefore, is neceffary, fufficierit 
to anfwer the excefs of the expences above the 
receipts, namely, 6,301,755 florins (J^. 175,048); ' 
but as part of the ancient revenues muft be abo-^ 
Jilhed, the new taxes fhould yield 10,236,73? 
florins (;f. 284, 353). -^ 

" The treafury of Lithuania produces the an-ir 
nualfum of 3,646,628 Of. 101,295): the expences 
amount to 6,478,142 (^f. 179,948). The reve- 
nues therefore Wuft be augmented 2,831,514 
(j^. 7 8, 65 3). But- as fome ancient impofts muft 

• Poland, cxclufive of Lithuania, 

' li- p ' ' be 
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be aboliAed, the new taxes ilioujd yield 

4,250,481 (^.118,068)*." 

- Polatid, by the late difmemberment, loft nearly 
half the annual income; namely, the reve^ 
nues of the ftarofties now occupied by the parti-r 
_ tioning powers, the duties t upon merchandize 
fent down the Viftula to Dantzic, and the profits 
of the fait mines in Auftrian Poland, of' which 
thofe of Wielitlka:}; alone amounted to 3,500,000 
Polifh florins (^.97,222). 

To fupply this,- deficiency, the diet* of 1775 
. new modelled the taxes, and made fuch augmen- 
tations as rendered the produce of the revenue • 
equal to its amount before the difmemberment. 

The principal articles of revenue are: 

Poll-tax of the Jews. Each Jew, both inale 
and female, infant and adult, pays three PolifU 
florins, or about is. 8 d- per annum. 

A fourth of the ftarofties, or great fiefs of the 
I ' crown. By the late change of government, the 
produce of-thefe ftarofties, after the demife of 
the perfons now enjoying them, atid of thofe 
who have the reverfion, will be wholly appro- 
priated to the expences of government. 

Excife of beer, mead, and fplrituous liquD^ai 
fViftilled from corn. 

i • Loix et Conft. de la Diite de 1*768, p. 70^ , - 

I + The grcateft jiart of thefe duties are now paid to the king of 

Pruflla. 
J See Book II. Chaptor 2. 

Monopoly 
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Monopoly of tobacco, and diffsrtol dutka 
upon importation and exportation. Formerly 
all the nobles were permitted to import and ex- 
port foreign merchandize fte^ of duty, a privi* 
lege which ^moft abforbed the profits of the tax* 
In 1773 this right wa^ aboliihed, and all im* 
ported and exported commodities noir pay duty. 
From th^ great quantity of foreign maniifac-^ 
tures introduced into Poland, chiefly for the ufe 
of the nobility, this alteration makes a confi* 
derable addition to the revenues, 

t 

Tax upon chimnies. This tax, confined to 
Lithuania, before the partition, was, in 1775, 
rendered general, and confiderably apgmentr 
€d : it is the moft profitable of all the taxes, but 
lies very heavy upon the lower orders*. The 
peafaiits pay no other tax to government, and 
confidering their poverty, and the oppreflion of 
their lords, this addition is more than they can 
well fupport. "i 

Thefe impofts amount to 11, 628,461 florins^ or 
^. 323,012 fterling. 

The king received before the partition a net 

* Each chimney is affefled in the following proportion: In pa* 
laces, or houfes of the chief nobility, at i6 Polifh florins fer am. 
= about 8/. 2 J</. 5 houfes of the principal merchants in Warfaw 
at 1 5 ss 7 /. 7 ^. 5 other brick houfes from lo to 14 =i from S**7i^i 
to 7 J. ^i^y i wooden houfes from 6 to 8 » from 3 /. 4.//. to 41. 6 1 ^ ; 
beft houfes in other large town? 12 ss $ r. 8</. $ in the fhiall towns 
and villages from 6 to 8 =: 3 i. 4^. to 4 J. 6 i^.; peaiants cottagei 
from 5 to 7 fi= 2 J. gid. to 4/. 

revenue 
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revenue of 7,000,000 Pdlifh florins (;C.l94,5oo) 
arifing from tfe royal demefnes and the profits of 
the lalt- works. To indemnify him for the lofs 
of the falt-works, and the demefnes fitiiated in 
the difmembered provinces, he draws from the 
public treafury S,666,666 florins (;^.74,074) 
which, in addition to the remaining royal de- 
mefnes, and fome ftarofties granted for his ufe, 
make his prefent income the fame as before the 
difmemberment. From this income he only pays 
his houfliold expences ; the falary of the great 
officers of ftate, and the Other general expences 
being fupplied from the public fund. The whole 
revenue of government, including the royal de- 
mefnes and ftarofties lately granted to the king, 
amounts to 15,961,795 florins OC- 443,938) and 
by fubftrafting the 2,666,666 florins appropriated 
to the king's privy purfe, there remains for the 
fupport of the army, the falaries of the great 
officers of ftate, and other general charges, 
13,£95, 1 29 florins {£. 369,864) a fum apparently 
unequal to the purpofes for which it is defigned. 
Yet it was nearly adequate to the ordiniiry cur- 
rent expences : for the regular army is fmall, the 
great officers of ftate are amply rewarded with 
the royal fiefs, which are numerous and profit- 
able J each palatinate pays its own officers from 
its private treafury; while the judges, juftices 
of the peace, and other civil officers who enjoy 

territorial 



9« 



POLAND; 



B. r. 



tcrrilorial jurifdraion,, may enrich themfelves 
fufficicntly by extortion without a falary *• 

Poland contains fevcial navigable riVers, which 
flow in all direftions, and convey its exports to 
the havens of the Baltic. By means of the Vif-» 
,tula and the tributaiy rivers, the produftions of 
the palatinates of Cracow, Lublin, and Mafovia, 
are fent to Thorn and Dajitzic. By the Niemen 
the commodities of Lithuania kre tranfported to 
Memmel, and by the Duna thofe of Eaftem 
Lithuania and White RuiTia to Riga. The chief 
exports are all fpecies of grain, hemp, flax, cat- 
tle, mails, planks, timber for fliip-building. 



« Since this was written a material change took place in the 
Ranees, and both the receipt'and expeitditure were conflderably , 
siiigmented. Tlie following ftatcment of the finances was given by- 
count Mofyniki, grand ffscretary of Lithu^iai in his celebrated 
* fpeech to the diet on the 19th of April 1790 s 



RECEIPTS, 

Ancient taxes. New taxe?. 



Poland - 
Lithuania 



Florins. 
5)Oi4,68z 



Florins. 
13,680,161 

4,325,148 



Amount. 

Florins. 

28,237,306 

9»339.930 



Total - 19,571,827 > 18,005,409 37>S77>g36 



DISBURSEMENTS. 



Poland w 
l^ithuania 

Total 



Thecivillift, 

dedudringtheex- 

pences of the 

council. 

- 6,263,246 

- 2,887,914 



The military 
eftablilhment of 
65,074 men. 

9.875»^« 

i 



Sums. 

29,809,688 
12,763,136 



0151,160 3^,421,664 ^12,572,824 

pitch 
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pitch and tar, honey, wax, tallow, pdt-alh, and 
leather: the imports are foreign wines, clothsi 
fluffs, manufaftured filks and cotton, fine linen 
hardware, tin, copper, filver and gold, glafs 
ware, and furs. 

^ From the various produftions ancj great ferti- 
lity of the foil, the trade might be carried to a 
confiderable. height; but many caufes tend to 
fupprefs the fpirit of commerce. The nobles are 
degraded if they engage in traffic. The burghers 
of the large towns are not fufficiently rich to 
eftablifli manufaflprles, and either tht-ouo-h want 
of ind»ftry, or dread qf exceffive extortions 
from the principal nobility, leave the retail- 
trade in the hands of foreigners and J^yirs. 
The inhabitants of the fnxall towns, who are 
expofed to greater, oppreffions, are ftill more dif- 
qualified fi om purfuing any branch of commerce. 
The peafants being flaves, and the property of 
their matter, cannot remove from the place of 
their nativity without liis confent. John Albert,, 
obferving that commerce could never flourifli 
while this reftriftion fubfifted, ena6led, that one 
peafantin a family fliouldbe permitted to quit his 
village, either foj thepurpofe of trade or litera- 
ture ; but the claiife, by which they were en- 
joined to obtain the confent of the lord, fruf- 
trated the purpofe of this excellent law*- 

* Sut. Reg. Pol. p. 169. , . . .: 

As 
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As the Poles draw from foreign countries the 
greater part of the manufaftured goods neceffary 
for interior confumption, the fpecie which is ex* 
ported exceeds the imported more than 20,000,000 
Polilli florins, ov {,.555^55 5\ 

Poland' has been called the granaxy of the 
North ; an aj^llation derived rather from the for- . 
mer than from the prefent produce. For the lands 
not being fufficiently cultivated, the exportation 
of corn is not anfvverable to the nature of 
the foil, or the extent of its provinces; which, 
if properly improved, would be capable of fup- 
plying half Europe with grain. Several palati- 
nates in Poland, particularly Podblia and Kiovia, 
are weU fuited to the produ6i;ion of grain; 
though many parts of thefe provinces remain un- 
cultivated, yet the portion in tillage yields a 
greater fupply than is neceffaiy for the confump- 
tion of the. inhabitants. The only method of 
employing the overplus is to extrafit from it a 
fpirituous liquor. But an ingenious Polifli aur 
Ihor* has fliown, that the twd provinces might 
fend their corn down the Dniefter through 
Turkifh Moldavia, and open an intercourfe Avith 
the? ports of the Black Sea, a proje6t formerly in 

. • M. de WIebitflti, a -Pollfll gentleman of great learning and 
infoiination. The treatife alluded to in tjiis and other places of 
this work, is written in the Polifli language, and called Patriotic 
Letters, oddreiTed lo the Cliaocdlor Zamoifki* 

• 7 agitation. 
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agitatroB. Duriag the reign of Sigifinond Au- 
guftus, Cardinal Coinmandan, in travelling 
through Podcdia, firft fuggcfted the meafure; 
and Sigifmond, having obtained the concurrence 
of the grand Signor, difpatched fome Pblea to 
explore the ftate of the Dniefter. But the fur- 
veyors meeting with fome impedimenta from 
rocks and fand-banks, decjaied, without further 
examination, that the river was not navigable, 
and though Gommandon reprefented to the.king, 
that the obftacleg might, without great difficul- 
ty, be furmoi|nted; yet the proje6i; was poft- 
poned, and never revived*. 

The fame judicious authorf, in touching upon 
this fubje^ Uments the ignorance of his coun- 
trymen, and' ridicules their precipitation in 
abandoning a plan fo favourable to the improve- 
ment of their commerce. He fliews, that the 
inattention of the Poles *to the natural "advan- 
tages of their countiy has been exemplified in a 
fimilar iuftance. By means of the Note2, a 
river of Great Poland, which falls into the Oder, 
the Poles might convey grain into Silefia, and 
down the Oder into other parts of Gennany ; 
but they never attempted the navigation, from 
an ill-founded peifuafion of its not being prac- 
ticable. No fppner, however, had the king of 
Pruffia acquired poffeffion of the country wa- 



* Vie de COmmandon. 
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tered by the Notez, thaii it was inftantly co- 
vered with veffels. ' 

The king has a corps of near 1,000 troops in 
hi* own pay, confiding chiefly of Ulans, or 
light horfe, who fumiih alternately his efcort- 
Thefe Ulans are chiefly Tartars, many of them 
Mahometans, and are diflinguifhed for their 
fidelity, The-corp? is compofed of gentlemen 
and vaflals, who all form in fquadron together^ 
but are differently armed; they indifcrimi* 
nately carry both fabres and* piftols, the gentle- 
men only bear lances *of about ten feet long, the 
others are armed with carabines. Their drefs is 
a high fur cap, a green and red jacket, panta- 
loons of the fame colour, and a petticoat of 
white cloth defcending to the knee. Their 
Idnqes, which are decollated with a long fwallow- 
tail flag of black and red cloth, are Ihorter arid 
weaker than thofe of the Aufl:rian Croats ; but 
they carry and ufe them in the fame manner,, 
and with no lefs" dexterity. The men, though 
of diflferent fizes,. feemed well .grown. Their 
liorfes were about fourteen hands high, of re- 
markable fpirit, with great ftrength of ilioulder. 
Poland is much efteemed for its horfes ; and 
the king. of PruiTia procures his light cavalry 
from this country; the breed, however, has 
been almoft ruined durinor the late'civ^l wars^ 
and the nobility are now chiefly fupplied from 
Tartary. 

The 
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The arhiies of Poland and Lithuaifia ate iride- 
pendent of each other, and feparately command- 
ed by the refpedi ve great generals. Iii time of war : 
the king in perfon inay lead the fqrcfes of the re- . 
public. Formerly the power of thefe great ge- 
nerals was uncontrouled, excepting by the diet, 
to which alone they werie amenable. Theit enor- . 
riioiis authority j however, lindcrMrciit fome limi- 
tation in 1768, by the appointmeiit of the com- : 
mittee of war, of which they are perpetual prefi-^ : 
dents, and ^vas ftill further circumfcribed by the : 
eftabliihment of the military department in the 
permanent council. 

State of the Polifh Army, in 177^. 

Troops of Poland. 

Complementi EfFeuive ixieti<« Wanting. 

^taff oncers - i - 27 27 * -u* ' 

Cavalry - - • i 4997 ^7^ ^^9 

Infantry, ihcliiding artUIel'7 7286 . 6703 5^3 \ 

*Toul of Poland 1^3*0 1 1438 872 

Army of Lithuania.^ 

Staff OfficCh - i - 25 ^25 - 0mm '^ 

Cavalry - - i - a670 2497 173 : 

Infantry^ including artillery 4770 4465 305 

Total of Litjitiahia 7465 6987' 478 

Total of the Poliih and Lithuanian troops, 

. • ^St77i 184*5. t3S<y^ 



•\ t 



• In 1790, when. the Poles were pccparing to eftaj)irfti a new'^on- 
Itttation, ^d t^ Viinder tfa«inielye» independent of foreign pfy/irett, 
ihfk army i« Ositedjby co\xA Mofynfld to condft of 65,074 men. 

yoh.i. * H Th« 
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The ftanding army being fo inconfiderable^ 
the defence of the country, in cafe of mrafioii, ' 
is committed to the gentry, who are aifembled 
by regular fummons from the king, with the 
confent of the diet* Every palatinate is divided 
into diftrifts, under proper officers, and every per- 
fon poffeffing fre^ and noble tenures is bound to 
military fervice, either fingly or at the head of 
a certain number of his retainers, according to 
the extent and nature of his pofiTeflions. The 
troops thus affembled are obliged only to ferve 
for a limited time ; and are not under the necef- 
fity qf marching beyond the limits of their coun- 
try. The mode of levying and maintaining thia 
army is exaftly iirailar to that praftifed under 
the feudal fyftem* At prefent, though almoft 
unftt for the purpofes of repelling a foreign iene- 
my, it is yet a powerful inftrument in the handd 
of domeftic faftion; for the expeditioii with 
which it is r-^iied under the feudal regulati<ms^ 
facilitates the formation of thofe dangerous 
confederacies, which ftart up on the contefted 
ele^ipn of a fovereign, or whenever the £ioble» 
are at variance with each other. 

There ^re.twp forta of confederacies* The 
firft are thofe forpicd with the confent of the 
kirig, fenate,ldr e^quefmau order, affembled in the 
diet ; by which the whole nation confederate;* 
for the good of the country. The fecond are the 

confederacies 
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confederaiii^s of the feveral palatinatesr, vi^hich 
Unite for tftq^* purpofe of redrefling grievance^^ 
or remonftf ating agmnft encroacHmeiits of the 
fovereign power. ThelGb tiiiy b6 paHicuIai*, or 
general, and are ufiiaUy the fbreriinneti 6f a cir 
Vil war- The general ccJnfederacy, which is al* 
ways ijl oppofitioii to thfe king, is called Rokoz; 
ieind formed by the union of the particular con- 
federacies; As every Poliih gentleman has a 
right to maintain A$ many troops as he chufes, 
each palatinate isthefcene of occifional difpatei 
and petty contentions between the principal 
nobles, arid fometimies evetiL betweeil their ref*- 
pe6iiV^ retainei*s; 

The Ruffian troops have beriii fo Jong quar^ 
tered in this country, that they may almoft be 
Confidered as forming part of the national ar- 
iny. The whole kingdom is entirely under the 
prote6lion, or, in other words, under the power of 
the emprefs, who rules over it with the lame un- 
bounded author! tj^ as over one of het own pro- 
vinces. The king is iii effe6l little mOre than a 
Viceroy ] while the Ruffian embaflador ha^ the 
real fovereignty, and regulates all the affairs of 
the kingdom according to the direftion of his 
court. The emprefs maintains within the coun- 
try about 10,000 foldiers. Every garrifon is 
compofed of Ruffian and native troops; a thou- 
fand of the former are ftationed at Warfaw, and 

H 9t each 
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each gate . of the town is guided by a Ruffian 
and Polilh centinel. The Auffian troops hold 
the nobles in fubjeftion, and for the prefent 
prevent internal feuds and commotions. But when 
Poland (if ever that event fhould happen) is 
again left to herfelf, the fame fury of contending 
parties, now fmothered, but not annihilated, 
will probably break out with redoubled fury, 
and again generate thofe difturbances which 
have long convulfed this unhappy kingdom; 
and to what a wretched ftate is that country re- 
duced, which owes its tranquillity to the inter- 
pofltion of a foreign army ! 
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Wretched ilate of Poland. — Diviiion of the inhabitants Into ,nobIe% 
or gentry, clergy, burghers, and peafants. — State of vaflTalage.— ■ 
Inftances of a few nobles who have given liberty to their pea- 
j&nts. — Advantages reiultin^r from that pra6lice.— -Jews.— Popu«> 
lation of Poland. 

ft 

POLISH liberty may lie confidered as the 
fource of Polifh wretchednefs, and Poland 
appears to be of all countries, the moft diftreffed. 
Nor indeed do the natives themfelves attempt 
to palliate or deny this melancholy faft. Ex- 
preffing my furprife at one inftance of the abufe 
of liberty, to which I had been myfelf a wit- 
nefs, to a perfonage * well verfed in the laws of 
the country, he returned for anfwer, " If you 
knew the confufion and anarchy of our confti* 
tution, you would be furprifed at nothing : many 
grievances neceflarily exift even in the beft re- 
gulated dates ; what then muft be the cafe ia 
ours, which of all governments is the moft de^ 
teftable ? Another lamenting the dreadful fitu- 
ation of his country, faid to ipe^ ^' The name of 
Poland ftill remains, but the nation no longer 
exifts : univerfal corruption and venality pervade 
all ranks of people. Many of the firft nobility 
(lo not l?lufli to receive pcnfions froiu foreigu 

f The king. 

H 3 courts ; 
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courts ; one profeffes himfelf publicly an Auftriauj^ 
a fecond a Pruffian, a third a Frenchman, and a 
fourth a Ruffian." 

The prefent fituation of the Polifh nation im-i 
preffed my' mind with pathetic ideas, of fallen 
|^atxie& ; and I could not behold; without a 
mixture of regret andfympathy/a people, yho for- 
merly gave law to the north, reduced to fo lo\!ir 
9i ftate of weaknefs and mifery. The nation has 
few Hianufafturea, fcarcely any commerce ; ^ 
king almoft without authority j the npbles in 9^ 
ftate of \inco^trouled anarchy ; the peafants. 
groaipiing under a yoke of feudal defpotifin vorfe 
than the tyranny of an abfpUite monarch. 1 uCt 
ver before obferved fuch a^ inequality pf for- 
tune, fucj^i afudden tiranfition from extreme riches^ 
to extreme poverty ; whereve^;' I > turned my 
jpyes, luxury ^nd wyetchednefe w^t? ^onftant 



ne 
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. T^^e iphabitaxits of P0land' ai[e nobles, cle^gyj 
^citizens, and peafants. 

We fhould be greatly deceived if we were ^a 
^inde^and the word noble in our fenfe of th.^t 
term. By the lavs of Poland, a noble is a per-. 

(on vfeo P<#effes a freehold * eftate, or who can 

^ proye 

• Some citizens liaye th« right of poffcffing, lands if?itbina1eaguf 
4irthe town which they inhabit ; but thefe land$ are not free and 
noble, and are always diftingulfhed from the freeholds of the no? 
blesi the latter are called in the iUtutc law terrigtnaf, or tarth-bom,. 

4 ' / ^ ^'^^ 
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prove his defcenjt from anceftors formerly pof- 
feffiiig a freehold, following no trade or com- 
' inerce, and at liberty to chufe the place of his 
Jhabitation. This defcription includes all per* 
fons above burghers aiid peafants- The mem- 
bers of this body bdow the rank -of f^natorsare 
called, in a coUCiStive (late, the equeftrian order, 
and in their individual capacities, nobles, gen- 
tlemen, freemen, or land-holdeis, which appella- 
tions are fynonymous. 

All the nobles or gentry are, in the ftricl letter 
of the law, equal by birtli ; fo that honours and 
titles are fuppofed to add nothing to their reaj 
dignity *.. By means of their regrefentatives in 
the diet, they have a ihare in tUe Icgiflative au- 
thority ; in fome cafes, bs in the ele^on of a 
king, they affemble in perfon ; e^ch noble is ca- 
pable of being elefted a nimtio, of bearing the 
office of a fenator, and. of prefenting liimfelf as 
a candidate on a vacancy of the throne. No 
noble can be arrefted Without previous convi^lion, 
except in cafes of high treafon, murder, ojkd rob- 
beiy on the highway, and then niuft be taken 

frtt to Hvte where they pleaife, to diftinguiih tfiem .^rom pieriR>n« ?|e- 
'tf^flarily iahabiting towi^s, a truefeud^ diiUndioa. They are alio 
. ilyled uid^ti$a or natives, and <9nc'$v^ or ffUow-ckizens of the re* 
ipubiie. J>ng. Jus Pub. I. p. 997* 

•It is particularly ftipulated, that titles give no precedence $ 
*^Hueh is called in the Pafta Conventa of Augttlt^s 1)1. ** Ju^ 
ffj^qalitatis inter cives regni/^ &c. 

w 4 in 
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in Ihe fa,€t. The definition of a noble being thijp 
applied not only to perfons actually poiTef- 
ling land, but even to the defeendants of land^ 

< ' ■ * 

holders, comprehends fo large a body of menj 
that many are in a ftate of extreme indigence ;j 
and as they lofe their nobility if they follow 
trade or commerce, the moft needy generally de- 
vote themfelves to the feryice of the richer no- 
bles,- who, like the old feudal barons, are con- 
ftantly attended by numerous retainers. As all 
nobles, without diffiniSion, enjoy the right of 
yoting, as well for the choice of nuntios, as at 
'the eleftion of a king, their poverty arid their 
-number are ffeiquehtly produQive of great incon- 
yenience. Hence the Icing, who has juftly con- 

ceived a great veneration for the Englifh con- 

• ' ■ • • ' ,» 

ftitution, inefFeftually wiifhed to introduce into 
the new code a law fimilar to ours relating to 

* county cleftions, that no perfon fhould be enti- 
tled to a vote m the choice of a nuntio but thbfe 
who poffefs a certain qualification in land *. 

MiciflauSj'^the firft fovereign of Poland who 

* . • . . . 

• Connor mentions a fimilar attempt of John Cafimir, which 
failed of fucccfs. " King Cafimir obfervm'g the great abufes that 
fpring firom evtry little gentleman*8 pretended privilege to fit in Ifle 
little diets, ordered that none fhould have a vote there, in electing: 'a 
deputy or nuntio, but fuch only as had at leaft fwo hundred crovus 
a yeai* ; whereupon the palatine of Pofiiania, ofFering to pqt this 
Jaw in execution in his province, was not only affronted, buta^^ 
narrowly cfcapcd with his life." Hift. of Poland v. II. p. 104. 

embraced 
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embraced Chriftianity, 966,* granted feveral imr 
in unities and eftates to the clergy. His fucceffors 
^nd the rich nobles followed his example, and the 
wealth of this body continued increafing from 
royal and private donations, until the diet, appre-t 
henfive left in procefs of time the greater part of 
the eftates ihould pafs into the hands'of the cler- 
gy, forbad by different laws, particularly in 1669, 
the alienation of lands to the church, under peV 
nalty of forfeiture; and feveral eftates have beea 
recently confiTcated, which were beftowed upou 
the clergy fince that period. 

From the time of the firft eftablifliment of tho 
catholic religion by cardinal iEgidius, nuntiq 
from pope John XII. the biihops. have been ad^ 
mitted in|;o the fenate as king'^ counfellors. 
They were ufiially appointed by the crown, and 
confirmed by the pope ; but, fince the creation. 
of the permanent council, are nominated by the 
king from three candidates prefented by the 
council ; a biihop is of courfe entitled to all the 
privileges of a fenator. The archbishop of Gnel^ 
na is primate, the firft fenator in rank, and vice- 
roy during an interregnum. 
• The ecclefiaftics are all freemen, / and, in fome 
particular inftances, have three "own courts of 
juftice, in which ^the canon law is adminiftered. 
1. The confiftorial, under the jiu-ifdi^ion of each 
biihop m his diocefe; 2. The metropolitan, 
' . under 
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under the primate, to which an appeal Ties from 
the biihop's court ; s. That of the pope's nun- 
tio, tfhe fupreme ccclefiaftical judicature within 
tlie kingdom, to which an appeal may be made 
from. the decifions of the biiliop and primate. 
In cajfes of divorce, difpenfations for marriages, 
and in other inftances, the parties, as in all ca-^ 
tholic countries, muft apply to the pope, by 
which means no inconliderable fum of moi^ey is 
drawn out of the country by the fee of Rome*. 

In moft civil affairs the clergy arc amenable 
to the ordinary courts of juftice* In criminal 
caufes, an eqcleiiaftic is arrefted by the civil 
powers, ,then judged in the coniiftory, and, if 
€onvided, remitted to the civil power for puniih- 

• The facility of acquiring divorces occafions great diflbluteneft 
of morals. '^ I am almoft afraid,** obferves Mr. Wraxall, in bis en- 
iertaiiitBg account of the court of Wariaw» ** to relate what I fee anct 
|»ow OB this point, ia incredible it may appear. If in^ixty to the 
niip>Ual bed was alledged and provedy it might be admitted as a legi* 
timate caufe for feparations i but hardly any reafons are ailigned 
orreqctired, except mutual incompatibility, diflike, or wearinefs in 
^ parties. V^omen of irreproachable manners and condud^, young* 
beautiful, and highly born, arc divorced at the end of three oi» 
four years j of a year, nay, of a few months. Should it be requifit^ 
to adduce inftaiices in fupport of my affertion, almoft .every week 
«ffm them here in abundance.* * Alter enumerating (everal othe^: 
inftances, he adds, ^* In any other country pradices fo repugnant to 
every principle of morals, would foon be prevented. But in Poland 
tiie reftmints of law, as well as the ties of Honour and deconom, are 
fxceedingty we^ened in their operation.*' Wraxall's Memoirs of 
die Courts of Berlin^ Warfaw, 8^c. YoLIL 109. 110. 

ment. 
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ment A great ecdefiaftical abufe, which has 

been aboliflied in mod other catholic countries, 

-frill exifts in this kingdom \when the pope fends 

SL bull into Poland, the clergy publifli ^and carry 

it into execution, without the approbation of 

, the civil power. Before 1538 ecclefiaftics were 

allowed to hold civil employments ; but in that 

year priefts were declared incapable of filling fe- 

cular offices. They were alfo exempted from 

♦ paying taxes : but this exemption being wifely 

^aboli^ed, they are now rated in the fame man- 

-|ier as the laity ; yet their contributions are not 

palled taxes, but charitable fubfidies. 

The next clafsf of people are the burghers, in- 
ihabiting towns, whofe privileges were formerly 
very confiderable. 

The hiftory of all countries, in which the feu- • 
-^allyftem has been eflabliibed, bears teftimony 
-to the pernicious policy of holding the lower 
•Claires of men in a ftate of flaviflx fubje^ion, hi 
•procefs of time, a concurrence of caufes con- 
tributed gradually to foften the rigour of this 
fervitude> with regard to the burghers, in feveral 
of the feudal kingdoms. Among other circum- 
jiances, the moft favourable was the formation 
of cities into bodips politic, with the privilege of 
f xercifing municipal jurifdi6tion. This inftitu- 
'tion took its rife in Italy, the firft country in 
Europe which emerged from barbajgifm, and was 

^ . transferred 
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/trtnsferreti to Ftancc and Gennany. ft was firft 
introduced iuto Poland about 1250, during the 
reign of Boleflaus the Chafte, who being in^r 
ftruftcd in the Teutonicor German lawjs by Heniy 
the bearded, duke of \\>atiflaw, granted firft tp 
Cracow, and afterwards to feveral other towns, 
the privileges poffeffed by the German cities* 
This body of rights is called in the ftatutes of Po- 
land Jus Magdeburgicutn et Teutopicufn ; ^uid 
the caufe afligned for its introdudiou is, that no 
city could flouriih and increafe under the feudal 
laws '*. ' In the thirteenth and following centu^ 
lies the kings and great barons built feveral 
towns, to which they granted a charter of incor- 
poration, conceived in thefe termst ; " Transfero 
hanc villam ex jure Polonico in jus TeutqnicumJ^ 
The beneficial tendency of this political regula- 
tion foon appeared, by a fudden increafe of po- 
pulation and wealth ; the burghers of the prin- 
cipal free towns acquired fuch a degree of im- 
portance and confideration, as to give their alV 
fent to treaties, and fend deputies to the national 
afiembly ; a noble was not degraded by being a 
burgher, and a burgher was capable of holding 
an office under the crown. A treaty J concluded 
by Cafimir, the Great with the knights of the 
Teutonic order, was not only figned by the king 
and the principal nobles, but alfo by the burgher^ 

• Lcng. Jus Pub. p. 524. I Cramer. 

I Dlugoifiusy L.IX. p. 1067. 
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of Cracow, Pofen, Sandomir, and other towns, 
ahd under the fame monarch Wiernefk *, burgo- 
mafter of Cracow, was fub-mar^al and treafurer 
of the crown. 

The burghers enjoyed the privileges during 
the Jaghellon hne, as appears from the different 
afts of Sigifmond and hi^ fon. During the reign' 
of Sigifmond, the nobles endeavouring to exclude 
the deputies of Cracow from the diet, the king 
not only confirmed the right of the city to fend 
rcprefentatives, but even decreed, that the citi- 
zens were included within the clafs of nobles f. 

When the crown became wholly eleftive, the 
privileges of the .burghers fuffered encroachments 
at every nomination of a newv fovereign ; they 
loft the right of poffeffing lauds, excepting with- 
in a fmall diftance of the towns, offending de- 
puties to the diets, and were excluded from all 
' fliare of the legiflative authority. As the burghera 
were not obliged, by the nature of their tenures, 



• Wicnueflc was fo rich, that in 1363, when the emperor Charles 
IV. married at Cracow Elizabeth grand daughter of Cafimir, he gave 
a mofl: fumptuous entertainment to his fovereign » to the emperor, 
the kings of Hungary, Denmark, C3rprus, and other princes, who 
were prefent at the marriage : beiide other magnificent gifts which 
he bellowed upon the company, he prefented Calimir with a fum 
equal to the portion of the bride.. Cromer, p. 324. 
; t Ccmfules Cracovienfes, &c. debere et poffe omnibus confiliis, 

quibus alii nuntii terreitres aderunt, Sec, more folito confultari^ 
Statuta Pol. p. S« Cracovia eft incorporata et unita nobilltati | ib« 
terrarcuDi^ue civitatumque nuntii, p. ? 53 . 

to 
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to march again!): the enemy, but only fumifhed 
amis and waggons for the ufe of the anny^ they 
incurred the contempt of the warlike gentry^ 
who, in the true 'fpirit of feudal arrogance, con* 
^^fidered all occupations, except that of war, as be* 
aeath a freeman, and all perfons, not bound to 
military fervlces, as unqualified for the admini^ 
ilration of public afiairs* 

The burghers, however, ftill enjoy a confider* 
able portion of freedom, and poffefs feveral im- 
munities : they ele6i their own burgo-mafter and 
council,, regulate their intcjrior police, and havS 
their own criminal courts of juftice, which^de* 
cide without appeal. A burgher, when plaintiff 
Ugainft a noble, is obliged to carry the caufeinto 
the courts 6f juftice belonging to the nobles^ 
where the judgment is final ; when defendant^ 
he muft be cited before the jnagiftrates of hi* - 
own town, from whence an appeal lies only to " 
\he king in the affefforial tribunal. To this ex- 
emption from the jurifdi6lion of the nobles, 
though only iai onefpccies of caufes, the burghers 
owe the degree of independence which tliey ftill 
retain ; as without this immunity they would 
have long been reduced to a ftate of vaiialagc; 

The peafants iti Poland, as in all feudal govern-* 
ments, areferfs or flaves, and the value of an eftat€l 
Is not eftimated ft'om its e^tent^ but from thcT 
number of the peafants, who are transferred from 
one mafter to another like cattle- 

The 
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The peafants, however, are not all in an equdt " 
ftate of fubje^iiofi : they are diftingutjaied into 
tw'o forts ; i* German ; 2. Natives, 

1. During the reign of Boleflaus the Chafte^ 
and more particularly in that of Cafimir the Greats 
many Germans fettled in Poland, who were in-« 
dulged in the. ufe of the German laws ♦, and theur 
deO::endants.fiill continue to enjoy feverai priri-- 
leges not poffeflfed by the generality of Polifli 
peafants« The good effeds of thefe privileges 
arc vifible in the general ftate of their domeftic 
oeconomy; their villages are better built^. and 
fields better cultivated, than thofe belonging to 
the native Poles ; they poffefs more cattle, pay 
their quit-rents to their lords M^th greater exaft-< 
nefs, and are cleaner and neater in their perfons, 

2. The flavery of the Polifli peafants is very 
antient, and was always extremely rigorous, tJn- 
til the time Cafimir the Great, the lord could put 
his peafant to death with impunity, and, \*4ien 
the latter had no children, confidered himfelf as 
heir, and feiied all his eflFe€ls. In 1S47, Cafimir 
prefcribed a fine for the murder of a peafantj and 
;eBa£ied, that, in cafe of his deceafe without iffuc^' 
his next heir iliould ihherit f,. tie alfo decreed, 
that a peaiant was capable of befaring arms, and 
therefore Ought to be confidered as a freeman^ 

• Lubienikiy p* 108. Florus Pol* p. tiir Cromer, 319. 
t tot4 Pol. L p. 2^ 

But 
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But the(e and other regulations, by wnicH tliat 
amiable monarch endevoured to alleviate the mi- 
feries of the vaflals, proved ineiFe6hial againft thef 
power and tyranny of the nobles, and have beeii 
cither abrogated or eluded* That law, which 
gives the property o£ a peafant dying without 
iffue to tlie next of kin, was rendered nuga- 
tory by an old PoliHi . maxim, " That no flavcf 
can carry on a procefs againft his mafter;'^ 
and even the fine for his murder was feldom le-« 
vied, on account of the numerous difficulties at- 
tending the conviftion of a noble. So far indeed 
from being inclined to fofteil the ffervitude of 
their vaflals, . the nobles have eftabliihed it *by 
repeated ordinances* An able Polifh writer, in i 
benevolent treatife * addrefled to the chancellor' 
Zamoifki, obferves, that the ftatutes contain 
above ant hundred laws unfavourable to the pea* 
fants, which among other grievances, ere^ fum-» 
maiy tribunals fubjcft to no appeals, and impofe 
thefevereft penalties upon thofe who quit their 
villages without leave. Prom thefe numerous and 
tigox-ous edids to prevent the elopement of thef 
peafaiits, the fame humane author juftly infers 
the extreme wretchednefs of this opprefled clafs 
of men, who cannot be detained in the place of 
their nativity but . by the terror of the fevei'cft 
puuiihment 

» Patriotic letters. 

The 
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The native peafantsjDiay be divided into tv/^ 
forts: 1. Peafants of the crown; £« Peaiants be* 
longing to individuala. 

1. Peafants of the crown are thoie who are 
fettled in the great fiefs of the kingdoQ, or in 
the rc^al demefnes^ and are under the jurifdic« 
\ioms of the flarofts. If the crown^peafants ate 
opprefled by thefe judges, they may lodge a 
complaint in the royal courts "of jufiicc; and^ 
ibouldthe fiaroii endeavour to obftru^ the pro* 
ce&, the king can order the chancellor to ifiue 
a iafe-condu&9 taking the injured perfon undef 
^ins prote^on* Although in mod cafeis the cor^ 
rapt admifliilration of juftice^ and the fuperiof 
influence of the ftaroilS) prevent a complainant 
from obtaiiiing effeftual redrefs even in the 
king^s courts ; yet, the very porfibi^ity of pro- 
conng rdief is foftie check to injuftice, and feme 
alleviation of diftrefe. 

^. Peaiants bdoiiging to Individuals are St 
the abfolute di%ofal of thieir maOer, atid have 
fiar^ly aJiy pofitive fecurity, either for their 
propertN^s or their lives. Until 1768 the ftatutes 
of Poland exaded onty a fine from a lord ^Yho 
killed his jQave ; but in that year a decree pafled^ 
by trhicl the mnrder of a peafant was a papital 
^^timc; ye% as the law requires ftifch an accumu* 
lation of evidence* as can fcldom be obtained; 

* The murderer muft be taken in the h&, v/hich muft be proved 
^ff rtto genHaogfk ot four pcafbitt, cttttmiie he oidf p$yt ft^f . 
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it has more the jippearence than the reabiy'of 

How deplorable muft betheJIateof^thafc coani* 
try, .when a.law:of ^ftich. a. itatinre was thought 
tecfaiHtc to he easaf^df yet *ia found incapable 
of i}eingtaf arced! The generality, indeed^ of 
the Poliili nobles are not inclined either to : efia^ 
bli A oc give efficacy to ariy regulations in favour 
Qf.thepeafants,"whom they fcarcely confider a3 
entitlfsd to the common rights. of humanity. - A 
few nobles, however, of benevolent hearts and 
ifnlightened underflandings, have a£led upon 
different principles, and ^iven 'liberty to tfadt 
vaflals. The event has fliowed this proje6i to be 
no lefs judicious than humane ; ho lefs friendly 
to their own interefis than to the happine&.of 
their peafants ; for it appears ,that in the difbifis 
in which the new arrang$mf nt has been intro^^ 
duced, the population of the. Villages is confi- 
deraUy increafed, ^and the* incomes, of the eflates 
augmented jin a triple proportion*, j 

The firft noble who granted freedom to his 
peafants was Zamoiiki, formerly, ^reat chanceb 
lor, who in 1760 eniranchifed. fix villages: in. the 
]^latinate of Mafovia. Thefe villages were,, .in 
1 7 77, vifited \by. the an(h<Mc of, : the Patriotio 
Letters, fipom ^cmpi I received the following in- 
fgrinatipn; X^ infpe^ing the parifli-rregiftcia of 
births from 17S0 to 1760, that is, during: the 
ten }^e^rs oj^ H^veij ijaiii)e414tqly . preceding tbeji 

enfrauiqjiife- 
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tofranchii^^tit, he found tlie' births 4S4; in 
the £rft ten ycard of theif firecdoni, ft-om 1760* 
to 1770, 6«o J and from 17^0. to the beginning 
of 1777^ S%S. By thefb eiLtraas it appeared,' 
that during thd " , 

J^irft period the*c MreM only 43 births! 4 
$ec0nd period *^ « - 63 f 

Third pei:iod i- : * . -^ 77 J * . 

If wi^^ppofe an improirement of th^ fort to 
take i>lace throughout' the kingdom, how ^eat 
woukl he the ineretifeiof national po{^lation ! 

The revtoues of tiie fix villages; fince their 
enl^suichffement, haVe h^tn augtnented in a much 
gjfeaW ^rop6tti<)n than their ^opnliition* In 
the Aate of vai&lage2anpLoilki was obliged, ac^ 
cording to the coftom of Poland, to build cot*" 
tages and barns fbr his peafants^ and to fumiih 
thena with feed, horfds, ploughs, and every im* 
plement t>f agricuHurei fince thek enfranchife* 
n^nt they ate become £0 eafy in theiif circuni* 
ihinces, as to provide themfehres with dl thefe 
i\ecefiaries at their own expence, and they like^* 
^fe cheerfully pay an annual terit in lieu of tlie 
manual labour fottnferly exaAed by their mafier. 
By thefe means the receipts of tiiis particular 
eftate have been nearly tripled. 

On figning the deed of enfraochifltaient of 
the fix villages, i^Ar benevolent vas&ex inti- 
mated fome appnihenfions to the inhabitants^ 

X ft iefi^ 
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l&U into ev^ry ipeci^ Qf Uf e|Hi0¥^ft^fV) W eoot* 
mit mofe difty^f^: thw w^bett,.lhey were- flavor* 
Jhe fimp|iQ|t]{ ami ;gpQd ikfif$ of thieir aiiifwier M 
remarkable ; " When we had no ot^r fT&p^Tty^'* 
returned: tKcy, "tlw»the jj^H^k Thich^'W:eih&ld 
in our hs^ds, wq were deiiitute (|f i^\ €HQmv9^t- 
ment to 4 right candu<5^ and, haviog nptiiidg'to 
iofe; a£ied on. all occaficm ta an ikieMf daral^ 
aanaer ; but ncnr;thaJ our houies^ e|or :bnda^ 
and our cattle^ iare ouv'cKrQf.^tlie iear offhxfeitr 
ing them; wUl be a conflaxit ^neliraiBt upon 6ur 
ft6)aQiis/\ The fmcerity of .thh affi^ion- w«9 
mankfefted' bf t^e emont. . Wbilto they ji^em: m 9. 
ftate of fexvituidey Zamoi&ipald oc^cafion^ai fiAt» 
£t>f difofders'* ^oinmtttesL bjD hdB> peafants^ : Irhf^ 
in., a ftatte of dlunkeHnefi, ^.uld attack aiui 
fometimeskHLpaifengcis: fitiec} their frcedott he 
has feidom x e<^ived . any €0SD{4aints a^fuaA 
tkem. 2bxniaiflciy plea&d witk the thrhring'fi&te 
of the fix'viHages, hat enfirasidbift^ the peafants 
<m alt hi3 dbites. _ ... ^ . . - 
'^ 1i)i9 exaiB{ile haa been ioHatred by C&repto*- 
it^tz^ . Ttce-chanceHoK . of lithuania, and. the 
abbi B rjzotuwitei,. Vitb >fimibLr: fiiecefil . I wa» 
informed by a perfbn who baA vi6ted t^e abba's 
xilate alTPk^idaiiro. mearyi|fia»..that the happy 
countenance aoad comfcniithie air of th^e pea- 
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Pm^fai made them aj^pi^r^tfcffitmUt^htt of mti 
hom the wi^tdved ietiamts of the heighbcmiing 
villages: Thsepea&ots, |)eiietnrtediiri|bafait 
af thell- maft^^i^ kindnbfg^ liatse«ieaod/jttthei^ 
omi ei^peiice^ a pillar irith aji infcfi^tion ex« 
pfeffive 9f their gratitude and afBeSioA. 
. Prince Stahiflaui^ wsfsdinr df die king, has 
warmly patronized the j4an of girmg Hberty to 
tlie peaia)it$. Hi^ own gMd fenieand luttunil hu- 
manity, imfM-otredTdaringhis refidencein England, 
by a view of tha^ ttfisX liberty whach pervadet 
every ranlc of men, have raifedi him above the 
preju^cqs too prevalent among hiii ootttxtr3rmenr 
he \i^ en^Tahdiife4 four villages not &r from 
W^^% in whit^ he hsui not only raiiancipafceii 
tiiepeafantsjftobJi their ilavery; butet^n con«: 
^efeeaids to dire^' their affitiis. I had ^e ho« 
nour of holding feveisalconverf^bna with him 
upon this fubjed;: he explained to nie, in the 
moll fatiifa^ory witBimes^ that the grant of iite« 
dotn wai3 no lefs advantageous to- the lon^ than 
to th)e pc^afant, pnmdodhe ii willing to fuper^ 
intend tljeir conduA for a fewyeieu^; ibrfuch iM 
th)^ ignorance of the genersiity'aiMngtiie booiB» 
arifing from their ^je£t thrveary; and ib litti^ 
have they been ufually left to tiieir own difcre*^ 
tion, that few at firil are equal to the ptopcrina- 
nagement of a farm. From a conyidioti of 
^efe faffas the piinoer wfaofe imowledge and. 
** ' 13 benevolence 
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benevolenecl IktSl everxever^ ciontinafes his at- 
tention, to :t]ieir concerns : he vifits their cpt« 

• 

tog^> iiiggefts improyements in agritul^ure, in*>^ 
ftruSs them in the n^ode of rearing cattle and 
htfiSy and; points out the errors into which igno^ 
ranee and incapacity, occaiionally betray them. 
./The extimple of this princ^ great by his rank, 
hut.fiill jgrr^t^er- by his humanity, can fcarcely 
fail of i^roducing its due effefik ; efpecially as he 
i^tttends giving to the public a particular account 
^ his arrangements and regulations, and will 
ftew how much he has increafed the value of hia 
eitate as well as* the happtnefs of his peaiants. 
Still the condition of thefe ^'afants is not per^- 
laanent ; for though a lord grants their freedom^ 
yet he cannot entail it .npon them^ as his fiic^. 
ceffor may again reduce them to their original 
ftate of vaflalage. It is, however, in agitation 
to feciire the papetuity of. .their liberty, when 
they are oncq rendered free ; but this meafure 13 
of To delicate a nature that it muft be intro^ 
4uced with great caution) and can only he the 
gradual .wor^ of time, 

,: In fiatfng theidifferent claifiM of inhabitants, 
the Jews mttil fuxt be omitted. . This people date 
their introdu^on into Poland about the time\o^ 
Cafimir tb^ Great, aiid as they enjoy privileges ' 
\rhichthcy.fcaroely pqflefsin any other country, 

OKoept^ugSngUind'and tIollaml> the;r numbers 
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festve fiirpri^ingly increafed. LengnlcltifSyS of 
tfaem, they ^^moh^olize* the comnSetce^ailii 
trad^ of the country/ k^ep the. itfiis and taverftis; 
are ftewards to *he nobility, and feem*to have fo 
nluch influence, that nothing can be bought 6t 
fold without the intervention of a Jew.'' Und^ 
John Sobieiki they were highly favoured, and 
hi& adminifiration was invidioufly calted a Jewifh 
junto: he farmed to the Jews the toyal de- 
mefnes i and placed fuch ^confidence in^them aa 
raifed gteat difc^tents among the^ nobility. 
After his death, ah antient law of Sigifmond the 
jF irft was revived, land inferted in the PalBd 
Convenfa of Aiiguftus the Second, that no Jew 
or peffon of lo^, birth Ihould be capable of farm^ 
ing the *6yal revenues/ ' / * 

Ii^ fpme towns, as a^ Cafimir, Pofen, &c.,tjie 
Jews are permitted tp fettle, ii;i other pjac^ arc^ 
only aUowed tarefide during the time of fairs, or 
when the dietines are aflembied ; but the laws 
are feldom put in force againfl them. Accord- 
ing to the laft capitation there were 166,871 
Jews in Poland, exclufive of Lithuania, who 
paid the poll-tax ; but this cannot be their full 
complement, a3 it is their intereii to coiiceal 
the number of th^ir children- a* much as peifii^^ 
Jble. ^^ 

• Pac Coo. Aug. Ill, p. .u8, ^ :, 

^ J 4 . Before 
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fiefdie the late partition. Poland coutainiHi 
near i4,ooo/>oo iidiabitauto^ and thepn^fent 
popuiation amouiri^ to 9^000»ooo* 

It 15 ftot uiivortby of olifervRitioti, that while 
the feudal k^d have beea gradu^Jly aboli^ed in 
Other aaatio»8, atid given place to a more s'eguli^ 
ftnd jttft admbiifiration, yet ia Polatid a variety 
of ciix^uinft^nces has concurred t?o preierve that 
mixture of hberty and oppreifion* oi^er .and 
anarchyy which chara£lerized the feiMal govern* 
meht We may eafily trance in this ^jonfiiljution 
all the ftriking features of *h^t fyAem ; ati etec** 
tive monarchy with a .circumfcnhed power ;: the 
great officeos of ilate pofleffing 'their charges fof 
life^ ami i^id^peudent of the king's authority; 
royal fiefs; the great nobility above coflitrpul ; 
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' * Bulching gives an eftimate of the populatioo of Poland fince 

the ptftit!on« Bift. Mag. vol. XVI. ^. :tL 

Mates - - •-.--.-..--.• 4*1969^ 

Females. --•.--^-.-^.* -4^F9^J 

^ (Secuhur - - - I^i3^) 

' £ecte&ibca - <aegular - - '- io,til9> " * 3i»>37 

(Nuns - - - 2>|79> 

Total iwwaber of inhahitrott «- 9i|^i658 

' Aceorfing to a ftatemcxit in the Hambtn^h Political Joaraal for 
I797» Polandt a^ tbeficftdBmenibemient^ contained 7»7P59972* 
Of her population on the final partition of the whole country, in 
'795' ^^^ RniTian diftridt conUined 4>S92»544 fouls ^ the Prufltan. 
a>075i686i the Auftrian, 11037*744. 

# the 
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4iie aoUes w gcatry aUme nee and 
.lands; feudal tenures, militaxy fervices, and 
territorial jurifdiftien ; ^^^ommepce degrading; 
op|>ra{red condition of the burghers ; vafialage 
of the peafants. In the courfe of this book I 
have mentioned mod of ^thefe^evi|s as ilill exifl- 
lug in Poland, aad they may be confidered a9. 
the radical caufes pf its decfiae; for thi^y hmre 
prevented the Poles from adopting thofe ftable 
regulations, which tend to introduce order sind 
good government, to augment commerce^ aud 
j&ciieafepopulatioli* , V 
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tntnmce inta Auftrisn P<)&iiMi.«^Iiniit$^jr the difmemliered p^-# 

Fidace.r-<'Citaidel occupied by the confederates in the Utp trovL^ 
1 bles.«-Hiftoiy of that tranfa£(ion.-^Cathedial^<— Tombs and cha- 

rafters of fc vera! Puliih ibvereigns, ' 
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JULY 24, 1778- We entered Poland juft 
TCyond Bilitz, having croffed the rivulet 
Biala, which falls into the Viflula, andpurfued 
our jouniey to .Cracow through the territo- 
ries which the houfe of Auftria fecured in the 
late partition. 

This ceded country has, fince the partition, 
changed its name, and is now incorporated with 
the Auftriah dominions, under the appellation of 
the kingdoms of Galicia and Lodomeria, which 
fome antient diplomes reprefen^ as fituated . in 
Poland, and fubje6J; to the kings of Hungary, 
But the moft convincing proof that fuch king- 
doms exifted, and ought by virtue of an here* 
ditary though dormant title, to revert to the 
emprefs as fovereign of Hungary, was derived 
from the Auftrian army ; for what people ^an 
refift an argument backed by 200,000 troops, un-* 

lefs 
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Iffs th^y can defipad their Mo of the queliioA by 
an equal number? . ^ 

The importance of this acquifition to the 
lioufe of Aufiriaiwill appear from the nui^iber of 
inhabitants^ irhich, in .1776*1 amomiited to 
52,580,796. The mountainous parts of Oalicia; 
and Lodomeiia produce fine pafiure ; the plains^ 
zre mofi}y fandy> but abound in forefts, and are 
fertile in com. ; The principal articles of traffic, 
are eattle, hides, wax, and hon^y/ and thefe 
countries contain mines of copper, lead^ Iroo^^ 
and felt . •> 

; We croffed only a narrow flip of Auftrwin Bo^ 
land; 86 miles in length from Bilitz fo Craeow, 
leaving on our right hand a cbdin of mount Cra- 
pak, or tibe.aodieiit Carpathian mountains^ The 
country was at firft fbmewhat hilly, but after'* 
wards level, zod covered with foreils. . The roads 
were bad, the villages few and wretched, beyond 
defcription, the hovels, all built of wood, fbll of 
fifth and rai^fery, and every thing wore the ap* 
pearaace of extreme povierty. 

July 35. At noon we arrived at the Viftula, 
the foutbern banks of which form the limits 
of the Aullriani dominions. This river being 
marked in the partition treaty as forming the 
limits between the Auftfian and Poliih territories, ^ 

♦ Ccnnp. Regn. Scbnroiuc, GaUcie, Lodomeitei ^» p. 0S» 

the 






t])e houfe pf Aaftria at firft cottftiruied the Yiftttla' 
to mean the old channel of that river now dr^: 
called the Old' Vtikb; and by force of t&is 
ibained interpretotioa included Cafimir in kbeT 
difmembeted province,; but £Mm afterwards ^e 
^liipre&reftored C ^finitr to the Poles^* and' %tce^r - 
«d the Viftula as the bAmdary of her dominie^ : 
Having' entered Cafimir by croffing the Vifinla^ 
over a bridge, at oi« end pf which was an Auf- 
trian^ smd at the other a Poliih centtnel, we paflfed ^ 
the dry channel^ termed the Old Viftula, by a.fe- 
cond bridge, and arrived at Cracow. 
* Craeow was formerly tiie capitals of i^oiaiid, 
wheie the kings were eleAed andl crdwnecl, and - 
once alinoft the cetit^ of the Potifli dominions: I 
butis now a frontier town. Itftandsinanextenfive 
plain, > watered by the Viflula, : which is broa^ 
but Shallow : the jchy a^fuborfas occi^y a large, 
tnudrof igtohnd^ but fcarcely contain lfi,doo* in*/ 
habitants. Many of the ilreete aide broad aiidi 
hsAdfome; the great fquare is very fpaci<nifiy afadl 
has feveral well-built houfes, once tichly fWiv; 
niihed and well inhabttedt but jnoftly now 
either untenanted, or' in a ftate of melancholj^* 
decay. Aimofi every building beajs ftriking> 
marks^ of ruined grandeur; the churches alone 
-feem to prcferve their original fplendour. The. 

y. "Bic^tbYt Hxdufivc of the &bmbS| contained iA 177S onfy 
?894roul> . » T 
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fay Use S«re4c& at the copimencement of ^ pxer 
fenft century, what it mras Ijdkged &nd tfikei^ by 
Chatles XiL ; bot the mtiebitfs it fufiered frooi 
that 1 arager of the Norti^ were far left de(^c« 
titretliaii thdfe experienced duriog^^t^ drtea^dr 
YqI cofiimoticxBs,. when it underwent repefit^ 
fiegcfl^ an4 was aheniat^}y in pofleffion ;of the 
Ruffians and Con&derates. Xh^ eSlp&s of cMit 
Hon, gf a^, and moiketHSioty are fiiU difciemibte 
on the waUs and. houfes. In a word» Craeaw 
exlnhita the remains of a magnificent ca{>ita) ia 
txnlvf: froin the number of fallen and faHkig 
hoitfes; it appcairs likea towmrecently facki^d aad 
deferted by the enemy. Tb$ tO¥m is fttrrot^i^ed 
^tb high waib of bric|^ Arg«gthened by rouB4 
andfquaretowers>of whimfical fhapes, int^lan* 
tient flyle of fortification^ which were, hmlt 
by Vcnceflaufi* king of Bohemia,, during th^ 
&ort period iji wfeicK he reigned over Poteoil,^ 
•/ In^ Cr^cbw is a Ruffian garrifon of fioa mm^ 
.who are fiattoned at' the^iaj^d-houfe in the cen«- 
ter of the tlown r at aU the gates a RuiOiaA ^^^ 
tinel fiands on (mt fide» .and a PoKih on thfs 
other;, the citadel is whoUy occupied by jlufiiim 
•troops* 

The univerfity was, foimded and endofr^ed by 
Cafimirthe Great, and improved. and completed 

• ^Cracovutm muro circujjjdcdk. Lengmch; Hift. Po!, p. lOw " 
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ftfrZ^lMtui J^agheilon : the number of ftudenfi^ 
nOLoitxitB to about 600 ; tlxe libraiy is not re^ 
tuAoihlt either for the number or rarity of the 
booksw' Amodg the principal obje& of atten-^ 
tfon, the librarian pointed out a Turkifh . boolCi 
of no iiltrinfic value ; but efteemed a curiofit^r 
tiecaui^ f (nind among the fpoils at the battle of 
Chofsnm, and pTefented by Jo^n Sobiefki to the 
ufdveHity, ^ the memorial of a viSoiy^ which 
^ved his ciountry from defolation, and raifed 
ftrim Ur the throne of Poland. This univerfity 
was formerly, and not nnjuftly, cidled the mp^ 
Aer of Polifh literature^ a& it principally fu{^ed 
the other feminaries with profeffors and men of 
teafrtlng; but its lUftrehas been greatly dbfcured 
t^^ the Wmoval of the royal refidaicc to Warfaw^ 
aftdtHUthore by the late inteftine convulfions. 

In this city the art of printing was firft jntro« 
duced into Poland by Haller ; tod one of the 
caitieft' books that ilTued from his pref% was the 
conftitutions and ftatutes compiled by Gafimir 
the- Great> and augmented by his fuccefibrsL 
The ehara6ters are Gothic, the fame as wereuni- 
verfally ufed at the invention of printing ; the 
fpeat initial letters are wanting. The year in 
which this compilation was printed is not pofi" 
tively known; but the publication was anterior 
to 1496, as it does not containiiic^tutea paiTed 
by John Albert in that yean 
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The moft flooirifliiiig period of^hc tmiyeility 
.ivas under Sigifinond Auguihis in ther fixteenth 
century ; i^i^hen fevcral of the Oerraan reformen 
49ed from the perfecutions of tlte emperor Charley 
the Fifth, and* foimd an aiylum in this city» 
They gave to the MrorW feveral verfions of the 
iacred writings, and other theological publica^ . 
tions, which diffufed the jreformed religion over 
great part of Poland. The proteftion which Si- 
gifmond Auguilus afforded to men of learning 
of all denominations, and Hy&i univerfal tol^a^ 
tion. which he extended to every feft of CKrif- 
tians, created a fufptciotn that he was fef retly in* 
clined to the new churiAi ; and it was even re- 
ported that he intended to renounce ^he catholic 
faith, . and publicly profefs the reformed teli^ 
gion*/ 

^ Towards the fouthem part cjf the town, near 
the rV^ilbila, the palace or citadel, furrounded 
with>ri<;k wsdls and old turrets, forms a confpi- 
cuous ol(je£l ou the fummit of a rpck. This pa- 
lace owed its origin to Ladiflausi JangheUon ; but 
the '^g^eat^r part wef demoliflicd by Charlc* Xir. 
ia/ITM;! w)|en he entered Gracowia triiunph 
aflerth^l battle ^f ChHbw.; tfaeTem4yftis<co«6ft.of 
a few apaitments, which are left in the fame fiote 
as they ejicifted w th« laft cfittturjv Thewatbof 
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«tie apartment are deooraJfed ivith pamtiic^s of 
fiibi flCod touraamente ; thole of a fecond with a 
. veprefeixtattoiii of ^ ooro(iia^o(i» affinxied, by the 
perfon who fliewed the pafsuce, to be that of Lav 
diilaus the Firft^ and'to have been drawu in his 
time^ but theilyle befpeaksrit of mare modern 
datd ; the cieling of a third is dividrd mtadifie«* 
Test compartineiEtSy ! ornamented wiffa grotefque 
ikiids. Ail the rooms are of fi^e dime^^ns; 
^ad exhibit remains of. antient magnifieence ; 
hot are totally without fumitare. 
: This palace was formerly the refidence i>f th# 
Polish fbveieigns, wfau, from, the time of Liuiif^ 
lams Loketec, weie crowded at Cracow.: The 
PoKih and German hiftorians differ concendng 
the .time when the title of king was; firft claimed 
by the fovereigns of this country ; but moft ipro^ 
faably Premiflaua ailumed the regal, titib in 1^95, 
and was inaugurated tt Gndb^ l^ the »cfabii)iopi 
of the diocefix He.was fucoeeded by'Ladiflaus 
L<4ceteG, who, c^fending the Poles by his capri*^ 
taxki$ -aad tyrapanieal condn^, was depofed be^ 
fore his coronation; and Vendeflaus kix^ of 
Bohemia, who married Eichfa dattighfei of Pre* 
miflaus, being ele^d in his ilead, w^, I& is^o, 
confecrated at Gnefna. Ladiflaus, altet flying 
ftom his country^ and unde^4)i«g a tktks of <^a* 
lamitous adventures, was at length brought to a 
fenfe of his mtfcondua Having regained the 
- I affefUon 
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affeftiori of his fubjeds, he was reftored to part 
of his ^bminions^ and recovered them all upon 
the demife of Venceflaus in \306. He governed^ 
however, for fome years without the title of king; 
but at length, ia 1820, was crowned at Cracow, 
And afterwards enabled, that his fucceObts fliould 
be inaugurated in.tlie cathedral of this city*. 

Siace that period, the laws of Poland }iave e^^ 
prefsly defi^at^ Cracow as the place of corona- 
tion ; and fuch was the fiipCTftitious attachment 
of the Poles to this ufage, that when John So-' 
bie/ki was defirous of being crowned at Leopold, 
on account of its vicinity to the army, which he 
was to command againft the Turks at the time of 
his eledion, the Pohfli patriots ftrongly oppofed 
any innovation'}'; and the ceremony was per- 
formed at Ccaco w. Since Ladiflaus, all the fiid- 
ceeding fovereigns have been confecrated at 
.Cracow{|;, excepting the prefent king. Before 
his ele^oa a decree was iilued by the diet of con- 
vocation, that the coronation flrouki be folem- 
nized at ;Warfaw, without prejudice in future to 
the antiant tight <;^ Cracow; but the diadem an4 
other regjalia u{b<) at the coronation are iUll pre- 
ierved lA-thisr palace. ,. . 

^ Dhigoffivis, lib. TX. p. 971* -Lenshich, HUt Pol. p. tg^^t* 

t lengniib, J« Pttblkuim - '; ' : v s 

X' 1 4o not mention Staniilatts 'Letzmiku who yn» jcrowncd at 

Wariaw, becaufe be was only a temporary fovex^igi^ and was foOa 

obliged to retire from PoIancU 
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The apartments command an extenfive view 
of the neighbouring country, which is princi- 
pally a fandy plain. We noticed particularly 
:two large barrows : one is by tradition called the 
burial-place of Cracus duke of Poland, who is 
fuppoftd to have built the town in 700 ; the other 
is called- the fepulchre of his daughter Venda, 

• • • 

-*ho is reported to have drowned herfelf in the 
"Viftula te avoid a marriage with a perfon whom 
Hhe deteii^ed. The whole hiftory of Cracus and 
' Veiida i^ involved in impenetrable darknefs, and 
(thefe barrows, which are common in different 
parts oF Europe, were probably anterior to the 
Gfirifti^n 2era. The cuftom of raifing barrows 
'over the Bodies of the deceafed was almoft uni- 
vef fal in the earlier asres of the wortd. Homer 
mentions it as a common prafticc among the 
Greeks and Trojans ; Virgil alludes to it as ufiial 
in Italy in the times treated of in the JEneid ; 
Xenophori * relates that it obtained among the 
■Perfiaris; the Homan Hifiorians record that the. 
fafh€ mode- of interment tdok placfe among their 
conntryinWn ; and it prevailed no tef»^ftiho«^ itbe 
•^tient Germans, ^ttms, and other* ftations. 
In general, popular tradition confers on fome 
fa.Y(^^pjtj5; , cjiar^6leia^ , in . . w^pnal irhiftpryj - like 
Cracus and Venda, the komnst' cif* beii^^ in- 
teked untlfirthfe hiofl' cbfiifitcnous oflShf^^ 
iTicms* ii*-.r . .if'ii -»•• ' • 3 
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At fome diftance from Cracdw* we tfbtit^A 
the fortrefe of Landfkron, fituated upon a rock; 
M'hich the confederates poffeffed during thei- late 
trorubles ;. arid from whence they madfe excurficmfi 
agaihft the Ruffian and Polifli troops in the (tt^ 
vice of the king. By a detactito^nt of trodpd 
from this fortrefs, the citadel of -CracdW wad 
taken by furprize ; a gallant exploit, Wbi6h itte*- 
fits a particular iiertlce. The perfon who ihewed 
us the palace wis himfelfprefent^ *whtn thePolifli 
troops ifliied from a fubterraneoii* paflage^ - and 
furprized the Huffian garfifon, confifting of 87 
men. At four in thfc momirig ^ J^atty of 76 con^ 

federates, led by lieutenanf* Bytiunowlki, en-* 

« 

tered the palace' through a common fewer, with* 
out being difeovei-ed, furprifed the Ru^Gan^^ 
took them prifoiiers almoft without refifiaacey 

* In mod of the accounts pnblifhed ot this tmnla^Hon, it is faid 
that the confederates were, led by a French officer, and that feveral 
frenchmen' were among them. I have delated ilmpty the account 
i^ch I receivtd from the ftew^ of the palace> who repeatedly 
aflured me, that there was not one Frenchman >, and that they were 
led by a Poliih lieutenantf whofe name was Bytranowiki. Th^ftew- 
ard was himfelf prefent at the tran&{(iony »sd being no ibldicrj^ 
tras not confined with tbs ^itifoa in the dungeon $ he had* therS'^ 
fore, erery opportunity of bci«g Infon^ed of the truth : at the 
(ame time it is pofllble* that partiality^ to his countrymen inight 
induce him to give the whole honour to the Poles. Monfieur Viof* 
jvenS h the Fiench officer genefaHy nentioiied as leading this en« 
terpn^ig band of confffdemtet through tfa^ fubternmeous paflage. 
According to Wraxall, Chariot, a French officer, was the leader of 
this daring corps. Vol. U« p. 404. 

«* ' Kd and 
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jmd made themfelvcs matters of the citadel. 
One foldier having efcaped by climbing the wall 
of the citadel, alarmed the Ruffians in the to\\n], 
who, without jlelay, attacked the cafile, but 
were repulfed. This event happened on the 
fid of February 1772. The fame evening de 
Choify, in the fervice of the confederates of 
Laudfkron/ a<rquaipited with the fuccefs of the 
entcfprize, advanced towards Cracow at the hea4 
of 800 confederates (amongft whom were feveral 
French officers), and, ^after defeating a corps of 
Ruffians, entered the citadel. But the RiUTian 
^rrifbn.in the town, which before confiiled of 
only, 400. men, being reinforced, the confede*^ 
r^ites in the. djt^del fuftained a regular fiege : they 
defended themfelves three months with undaunt-. 
^ fpirit, aad capitulated upon honourable terjns. 
The fubterrancous paffage through which the 76 
iQonfcderates introduced themfelves into the pa- 
lace, is a drain two feet in height and one in 
breadth, opening without the walls near the Vif- 
tula. They entered this drain, and crawled upon 
their hands and knees a . confideral)le way,, one 
behind another, until they emerged through a 
hole in the 'walls of the palace. . 

. Having viewed the palace, we vifited the ad- 
joining cathedral*, in which all the fovereigns, 
from thie time dfLadiflaus Loketec, werc inter- 

; * Lcngnicb, Ju«. PttbL ...: . ^ . J. 
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Tcd, except Xows a^d Ladiilaus III. whofe bo- 
dies were depofitcd in Hungary ;' -Alexander, who' 
was buried atVilna; Henry of Valois, and Au** 
guftus ' the Third. The laws of Poland are as ex- 
prefs ind minute in regulating the burial as th« 
eleCiion.and coronation of the kings, and many 
curious drcumftances attend their inteiment. 

The body of the deceafcd prince is firft carried' 
to Warfaw, where it remains until the nomination 
of the new fovereign. It is then conduced in 
great ftate to Cracow, and two days before the 
coronation, the king eleft, preceded by the great 
crflBcers of ftate, with their rods of office pointing 
to the ground, joins the funeral proceffion, and 
follows the body to the church of St. Staniflaus, 
where the burial fervice is performed; the re- 
mains are then depofited in the cathedral adjoin- 
ing to the palace. It is peculiar to the laws of 
Poland, that the funeral of the deceafed mp-^ 
natch flibuld iinjneldjately precede the cord-' 
nation of the new fovereign, and that the king 
eled fliould attend theobfeqiiies of his prede- 
ceffor. Hiftorians have fagely remarked, that 
this Angular cuftom was inftituted, in order to 
imprefe the new king with the uncertainty of hu-- 
man grandeur, and to remind him of his duty, by 
mixing the horrors of death with the pomp and 
dignity of his new ftation. But this cuftom 
probably took its rife from the habits of exterior 

K 3 homage, 
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homage, which the Poles sJGpd^.to.pay to J^h^ir^ 
foyereign in conipei^fati,<jf fqi^ the fiib^ja^i^^l 
dignijby . they with'hold from hiip. This fpirit 
of : , mock-reverenGe they- extend bey 094 4he 
grave, and v/hjAp- they fcarcely aUow to Ah^ 
i^ignkig kiiig the fliadow pf real ^mthority, heap 
upon a deceafed monarch every trappiijg of pn- 
perjaLhonpur^ -.::.. .. «. ^ 

. Thefepulchrea of .^hgHwgs^pf -Poland are^iQt 4if- 
1^9gujihed. by pecftlia?- magpificajc^ j thei^ figqres. 
are carved ^\, n\arJ^}? fif ^o^-^xtf^apidinary work- 
^anfliip, and fome are witJiout iPfcriptiPlKi. 

I felt a.ftropgftntijn$«tj<rfye^erfttiQii on a^^ 
proacljing th^ af^Lep of Caiifnir the Greats whom- 
I confider as pnQ of the bsft 45riilce$ thp.Jt evetr 
adpriied athron?. It was. not^ hofweyer, theip9^g' 
nificenc-e of hJ9 reign, hi$ warlike^ achievf ineiit?j . 
nor even hip patronage of tj^e arfe.asd fflje©f esj^ 
buthislegi^lativie .'abilities, a^dr ly pnderfuL bene'' 
ficence tp thei^fi^rior clafs of hip {^hJ^&&y . that 
iaifpired rey^re^ice for his chara^^r. 

Cafimir was boxn in 1 s 10. and in 13 3S aicended 
the throne of Poland, onthe d^iff^ of his fi^ther 
tadiflaup toketec. The PpUfli hiftprians dwfH 
with fitigular ^omplaceney upon his yeign^ as -the 
moft glorious and ^happy period of their ^finals j 
^d record with peculiar pleafure the virtiies aiid 
abilities pf tjiis great and amiable mpnayc^;. nor 
j^re their pra<ife§ ^e ^hoe^ of flattery, for they 

y ■ were 
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were moftly written fubfeq\ient to hi« 4^th^ 
when another family was feated oo the throne; 
In pemfing the reign of Cafiniir, we ^n hardly 
believe th^t we ar^ i-eading thehiftory oftjhe fo-^ 
vereign of a barbarous people in the beginning 
of the fourteenth century : it feemsas if, by the 
afcendency of his fuperior geniu^, he had anti-- 
cipated the knowledge and improvemaits of fi^r"* 
ceeding and more enlightened periods^ ; 

From the moment of hisacceffion hisiirft caf^ 
was to fecure his kingdom againft foreign j ene-* 
mies. With this, view he attacked the knighU 
of the Teutonic order, with whom Poland ha4 
been long engaged m a ftate of warfare, and 
couipelled them to purchafe peace by the ceffioa 
of Culm and Cujavia, which, they had wreftcd 
from his father. He then reduced Red Ruffia, and 
•annexed the duchy of Mafpyia to the dominion^ 
of Poland; by which , ^cquifitions be not only 
extended the frontiers of his empire^ hfut rcnr 
dered his dominions lefs liable to fudden ixw 
vafion. Thefe great fucceffes did not^excite ip 
his breaft the fatal fpirit of military enterprize ; 
he always confidered war as a matter of neceffity, 
;npt of choice, ai^d the means of fafety rather 
than of glory*. Having fecured his fix)ntiers, .a^ 
well by vidories ^ by treaties with tlje neigh- 
bouring powers, he turned his whole attention 

♦ Mids kigenio^ et quietis quam annofum appctcnttori Floris 
Pol. p. xi6. ,;'.!.'..& - * 

ij • K 4 to 
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to the interior adipiniftration of his kingdom. 
He built feveral towns, enlarged and beautified 
others ; tud Dlugoffius *, tiho flourifhed in the 
iucceeding century, fays of him, " Poland is in- 
debted to Cafimir for the greater part of her 
churches, palaces, fortreffes, and towns f adding, 
in allufion to a fimilar eulogium of Auguftus 
C»far, " that he found Poland of wood, and left 
her of marble." He patronized letters, inftituted 
the academy of Cracow, promoted induftry, and 
encouraged trade ; elegant in his manners, and 
magnificent in his court, he was oeconomical with' 
out meannefs, and liberal without prodigality. 

Cafimir was the great legiilatbr of Poland: 
finding his country without written laws, he re« 
viwed all the ufages and cufioms, digefied them, 
with fome additions^, into a regular code, and 
improved the courts of juftice. He was eafy of 
kccefs to the meaneft as well as the highefl: of his 
fubje^, and felicitous to relieve the peafant^ 
from the oppreflions of the nobility. Such indee4 
was his tendemefs to that injured clafs of men, 
and fo many were the privileges which he con- 
ferred upon thpirt, that the nobles ufed to call him 
out of derifion Re.v Rufticorum^ (the king of the 
peafants;) perhaps the moft noble appellation ever-^ 
beftowed upon a fovereign, and far preferable to 
the titles of magnificent and great, often lavifliea 
^^ther upqn the pfcrfecutors than the benefa^ors 
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of mankind.' Human nature is never peife^ 
and Cafirair was not without his failings ; he 
puihed the pleafures of the t^ble to an intempe- 
xate excefs, and his inordinate paflion for wo- 
men led him into fome adions, inconfiftent with 
has ufual integrity. -But to ufe theexpreffion of a 
Polifli hiftorian, his private failings were redeemed 
by hispublic virtups * j and it i^univerfally allow 
ed that no fovereign more confulted the happinefs 
of his fubjeds, or was more heJoved at home and 
?efpe6ted abroad. He was thrown from his horfe^is 
.he was hunting, and died after alhort illnefs in tht^ 
fifothyearof hisage,and the 40th of hi3 reign; car- 
rying to the grave the regret of his fubje6ts, andu 
claim to thfe veneration of pofterity. He is defcrib- 
s ed as tall in his perfon, andi^iclinedto corpulency, 
. with a majeftic afpe6i;, thick and curling hair, long 
beard, und a llrong yoice fomewhat lifpingf. 

Next to the remains of Cafimir repofe the aflies 
of Ladiilaus U. J knoMTi by the appellation of 
Jaghellon, the father of a race of kings called 
from him the Jaghellonline. He was originally 

« Redimens vitia virtatibtts. Plugofllus. 

f Vir ft^tura elevatly corpore craflb, fro^te yenembili, c^ecif- 
cioo ct abundante^ barba promiTsa, voce aliquantulum bilba ied 
fonoHL Deceffit Caiimirus a. 1370, iky 9 Lengnich, cui Polonia 
leges, judicia, caltutiiy plurimas dvitates, aices» et alia ediAdui, de* 
bet. Hift. Pol. p. 35. / 

X He is ibmetimes called Ladiilaiis~rv. and fometimes Ladlilaut 

V« i bat eftimating from the time when the fovereigns of Poland 

afiumed th« regal authority, he ought tiO be called Ladidaos If. 

/< Ladiflaus inter Polonis reget iUiiis ncffninif iecundos.** Xenjg;* 

liicb, Hift. Poi. p. 31. 

^ duke 
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duke of Lithuania, and, together with his fub» 
jc&9y a vorfliipper of idols ; but having embraced 
Chrifiianity, andefpoufed Hedwige&cond daugh* 
ter of Louis, he ol^tained the thrane of Poland. 
Tlus event happen|d in 1386, ift which year he 
"Wis publicly baptized, married, and crowned at 
.Cracow : he died in 1434 at an advanced age, 
and in the 50th year of along and glorious reign. 
Among his pofterity, whofe bodies are depo* 
iited in this cathedral, the moil memorable is 
Sigifmond I. a great and able monarch, the pro- 
te^r of the arts^ and fciences. He is reprefented, 
liowever, as not fufficiently watchful over the 
joyal prerogative, and yielding too eafily to the 
•encroach^ients of the nobility, to the injury of 
Jucceeding monarchy and detriment of the re- 
pubUc. But thefe compliances admit of great 
palliation ; when we reflefit, that the nobles had 
raifed him to the thron<^ and were become nearly 
wieontroalable hy the conceffions of his imme- 
diate pi^deceflbrs. 

. As I viewed the. tomb of his fon Sigifmond 
Auguftus, I recolle&ed, with regret and fy mpathy 
for this unhappy country, that in him terminated 
that hereditaiy influence which, during a long 
fiiceeiBon of ibver^gns, gave trancpiiUity to the 
diets of eleftion; and that upon his death all 
thofe troubles, which are infepp.rable from a crown 
whdly de£iive, burfi iqion the kingdom* From 
this period the cabatb and conVulltonsi continu- 
* . aHjr 



C- I. , CRACOW. 13^ 

jdly recurring at every choice of a new fovereign, , 
impaired the ftrength of the ftate, and the dig^ 
pity of the throne. The Poles gradually loft their 
CQnfequencjB among foreign poAvers ; and the au* 
thority of fucceeding kings depended more oi| 
thdir own perfonal abilities^ and accidental cir- 
cuH^ances, t|i^n on any principle of vigour in^ 
lierent in the crown. 

The.firft of the xiew fucceffion, whofe remains 
are interred in this church,, is Stephen Bathor^ 
prince jofTranfylvania, ele6ied in 1576, upon the 
abdication of Henry of Valois. He owed his ele* 
v^tiooi to hi? mi^rriage with Aijne daughter of 
Sigifinond J. ; a princefs in the 69.d year of her 
Age, aiid not endowed with any winning at- 
tra^ions, had fhe not brought a kingdom for 
|)^ marriage portion. The epitaph upon his 
iocil^ juftly afcribes to Stephen a long catalogue 
4)f qiyil and military virtues. 
. ;^(^oining is the fepulchre of his fucceflbrs Si- 
gifmond III. fon of John III. king of Swedeiv 
hy Catherine daughter of Sigifmond I. ; elefted 
jibing of Poland in 1 5 8 7 ; he revived, on the female 
^dei t^e Jaghelli^n line. He was raifed to the 
throne while prince royal of Sweden, and, on the 
death of his father in 1 592, pofleffed both crowns j 
but he gradually loft all authority in Sweden 
and was at length formally depofed by the fk^it^ 
of that kingdom. He owed his expulfion from 

Sweden 
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Sweden to his partiality for Poland, to his bi-* 
gotted zeal for the catholic religion, and above 
all to the fuperior genius of his- uncle and rival 
Charles IX. He expired in the 46th year of his 
reign, and in the 67th of his age. 

Near the bpdy of Sigifmond lie thofe of his two 
fons ; Ladiflaus IV. ele6led king of Poland upon 
the demife of his father, lupported the dignity of 
his crown with reputation and honour; and John 
Caiimir, a prince, whofe charader and adven- 
tures arc too lingular to be paffed over without 
particular notice, 

John Cafimir, fon of Sigifmond III. by Anne, 
lifter of the emperor Ferdinand II. was educated 
in his father's court ; npon whofe death his mo-» 
ther endeavoured, but without efft&^ to procure 
his election in oppofition to Ladiflaus. , Repulfed 
from the throne, he contraded a difguft to Po- 
land, and undertook a journey to Spain with a 
view of offering his fervices to his coufin Philip 
IV. then at war with France. Paffing through 
Auftria and Trent into Italy, he embarked at 
Genoa, in a veffel bound for Spain ; but prompted 
by curiofity, ventured to land incognito at Mar- 
feilles. Being difcovered, he was arrcfted by 
order of the French court, and on account of 
his connexion with the houfe of Auftria, clofely 
imprifoned for the fpace of two years *. Through 

•t 

• Flonu F6lon. p. 437, & fcq. 
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tbe interceffion of Ladiflaus, he repaired to Rom<; 
and either out of devotion or caprice, entered in- 
to the fociety of the Jefuits; but afterwards 
quitted that order, and was promoted to the rank 
of cardinal Upon the death of Ladiflaus, being 
ahfolved froni his vows by the pope, he waj 
defied king of Poland, and, having obtained a 
difpenfetion, married his brother^s widow, I>ouifa 
Maria, daughter of the duTce of Nevers,.a womaa 
of great beauty and fiill greater fpirit, who 
blended devotion with a ftrong propenfity to po* 
litical intrigues : flie was the foul of her huftand's 
councils, and may be faid to have reigned over 
Poland, while he was only nominal king. Such 
way her afcendency, that flie induced him to fo-r 
licit the nomination of the duke of Enguien, fon 
of the great Cond^, for his fucceffor ; a meafure 
fo.contradi6lory to the principles of the Polifli 
, conititution, as well as to his coronation oath, 
excited a general difcontent, and threw the king- 
dom into the moft violent trommotions. 

The reign of John Cafimir was aftive and tur- 
bulent, memorable for the revolt of the Coffaca 
of the Ukraine, for the unfuccefsful M^ars with 
Sweden, and fqr the infurreSions of the nobility* 
Though, fo far from being deficient in military; 
courage, that in every defperate emergency he 
commanded his troops in perfon ; though, to ufe 
his own expreffion, " he was the firft to attack, 

and 



^ 



14^ 



TRAVELS in >6LAND- 



t.i. 



and the laft to retreat * ;'' yet as he preferred 
peace to war, and wanted the enterprizing Ipirit 
of his brother, he was accufed by the Poles of 
indolence and pufillanimity* His political {aga^ 
city appears ftcttn his predidiom, tliat Poland, en* 
ftdbli^ by anarchy and the licettiouliiefs of the 
nobles, would be difmembered by the neighbour- 
ing powers. Worn out at length with the care* 
of royalty, ihockad at the diftreflbd ftateof the 
kingdoai, difcontented with the mobility, afflidl- 
ed aft th^ death of his wife, and impelled by the 
Terfatility of his difpofition^ he abdicated thi 
throne in the 20th year of his reigh^ and in the 
6dth of his age. This extraordinary event took 
place on the aTtfeof Augiift; in the year 1668, 
before a general diet aflembled at Warfaw : th^ 
fcene was aife^tihg, the Condu^ of the iing 
manly and refolute, and his fpeech upon that 
event is a fine piede of pathetic eloquence f. 

Soon after his abdication he retired into Pram^e, 
and again e3nbra<!ed the ecctefiailical profefTion. 
Louis XIV. who prided himfelf in affording an 
afylttm to abdicated fovereigns^ gave hifn th^ 
abbeys of St Germain and St. Martin, tvifbout 
which he would have had no means of fiibfiftence j 
as Poland foon with-held his penfion ; a pfoof 



• " Eum me eflfe, qui primus in praliis, poftrcmus in difcrimias 
etrccclTu." Zaluflci fep. vol. L p. 57, 

f See Zalufki Epift. v. I. p. 57. 

that 
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that the tears flied at his abdication were not 
fincefe. Notwithftandmg his ecclefiaftical en- 
gagement?; John Cafimir jcould,not withftand 
the attractions of Marie Mignot, a woman, who, 
though originally a laundrefs, had married firft 4 
eounftllor of Grenoble, and afterwards the mar- 
quis de L'Hofpital. John Cafimir was fufpc^fted of 
having fecretly efpoufcd her. He is reprefented, 
by thofe who knew him in his retirement, as eafy 
and familiar in converfation, and difpleafed with 
receiving any honours due to his former rank *. 
He furrived his abdication only four years, and 
died at Nevers on the i6th of December, 1672. 
His body was? brought to this^ city, and buried 
in the ciathcdral at the fame time with that of 
hi» 'fttcceffor Michael, the day before the coro- 
nation of John Sobiefki. 

Approaching the reipaiii* of John Sobiefki, I 
recoUefted that when Charles xfl. of Sweden ert-^ 
tered Cracow he vifited thefe tombs, as a mark of 
refpeft to the memory of that great monarch : he is 
? eported,ashe hung with reverence over his tomb, 
to have exclaimed, "What apity that fo great aman 
fhould ever die !'* May we not alfo exclaim, what 
ft pity that a perfon fo impreffed with a fenfe of 
Sobieflci^s merits fhould adopt only the militaay 
part of his charafter for the objeft of imitetion I 
How infinitely inferior is the Svredifli to the Po- 

* Vie de Sobiefki, I. p. 23 5. 

lifli 
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liih fovereign ! Charles, dead to all the finer fee^ 
ings of humanity, was awake only to the calls 
of gloiy ; every other fentiment was loft in the 
ardour for military honours* If p^rfonal courage 
be fufficient to confiitute a hero, he pofiefled 
that quality in an eminent degree ; but it was 
rather the bravery of a foldi^r than the courage 
of a general. Sobiefki, even in that view of his 
chara£leri has an equal title to fame ; for his va-^ 
lour was no lefs diftinguiihed^ and in one refpe6t 
fuperior, as it was not clouded with raflinefs, but 
tempered with prudence. Though the firft ge- 
neral of his age; he placed not his fole ambition 
in military glory ; he was great in peace as well 
as in war : by the union of military and political 
talents, he defended his country in impending 
danger, raifed her from her falling fiate, and de- 
layed the aera of her decline ; while Charles de- 
ficient in civil virtues, plunged Sweden, which 
^ he found highly profperous, into ruin and defo- 
lation. In a word, Charles poflefled the enthu^ 
fiafm of a knight-errant, and Sobieiki the virtues 
of an hero*. 

Near Cracow are the remains of an old flruc- 
ture, called the palace of Cafimir tlie G rea^ which 
my veneration for his memory induced me to vi- 
fit la the. inner court are the remains of a cor- 

* See an account of Sobiefid's death and fani%» Chap. IV« of 
thisbo<&* « 
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ridore with j>illars of the Doric order; and ujpon 
a fide wall I obferved the white-eagle of Poland 

• • • 

carved in ftotie, and around it an infcription fo 
much defaced that I could only make out Ann. 
Dom. M.CCCLX VII, >vhich ahfwers to the a&ra 
of Cafimir, who died ' ih i 570- Several marble 
columns were fcJattered around, which fliewed 
the antient mignificenee of th^ building. The 
greater part of the* fabric Was evidently of later 
date than the reign of Cafimir, and probably con- 
ftru6i:ed b)'^ fucceeding fovereigns upon the foun- 
da^tion of the antient palace ; perhaps by Stephen 
Bathori, • from the infcription, Stephanus Dei 
gratia^ which I traced ; and alfo by Sigifmond III. 
as I difcovered his cypher with the wheat-fheafy 
the arms of Guftavus Vafa, from whom he was 
lineally defcended. - 

This palace was the principal refidettCe of Ca* 
fimir : in the gai*den is a barrow called the tomb 
of Efther the fair Jewefs, ^nd favourite miftrefi 
of that monarch^ To her influence the Jews are 
fuppofed to owe their numerous privileges in Po> 
land, which is called the Paradife of th^ Jewsv 
But when the character of Cafimir is confidered, 
it will appear probable, that they were indebted 
for their fa\rourable reception more to his policy 
than to his alfei^iou for his miftrefs ; for in thofe 
times the Jews were the richeft and moft com* 
mercial individuals in Europe : by allowing them, 

VOL. I, t therefore, 
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therefore^ , to fettle in Poland, and by granting 
them extraordinary immunities, he introduced 
trade and, wealth into his dominions. The Jews 
are extremely numerous, and hare jengrofled al^ 
mofi the whole commerce of the ^ountry ; yet 
their flourifliing (late muil not be atUibuted folely 
Jto the ed)6is of Cafimir in their favour ; but to 
their indufiry, to the indolence of the gentry, 
and the oppreifed condition of the peafants. 
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CHAP. t. 

Mode of ialuting and drefs^of the Poles.— Account of the iklt' 
mines, of WicUtika.— Their extent and produce.-* Journey to 
Wariaw# 

THE Poles feem a lively people, and ufc 
^ much action in their ordinary converfation. 
Their common mode of fainting is to incline the 
head, and ftrike the breaft with one hand, while 
they ftretch the other towards the grdund.; but 
when a common perfon meets a fuperior, he bows 
his head almoft to the earth, waving at the fame 
time his hand, with which he touches the leg, 



near the heel, of the perfon to whom he pays his' 
obeifance. The men of all ranks generally wear 
whifkers, and fhave their heads, leaving only a 
circle of hair upon the crown. The , fummer 
drefs of the peafants confifts of a fliirt and draw- 
ers of coarfe linen, without ijioes or ftockings, 
and round caps or hats. The women of the lower 
claft wear upon their heads a wrapper of white 
linen, under which their hair is braided, and 
hangs down in two plaits. I obferved feveral 
with a long piece of white linen thrown over 
their heads, and reaching below their knees : in 
this Angular kind of veil they appear as if doing 
penance, 

' J^2 The 



148 tRAVELSlif POLANli. B;2: 

The drefi of the higher orders, both men atid 
tvotneiij is extremely elegant. That of the gen- 
tlemen is k waiftcbai wrth fleeves, with an upper 
tobe of a different colour, which reaches below 
the knee; and is fastened rOuhd the X^^aift with a: . 
falh or girdle ; the fleeves are in warm weather 
tied behind the ihoblders : in fuminer, the robe 
19 of filk • in winterj of cloth^ velvet, or ftufF^ 
edged with fui ; a fabre is a neceffary appendage 
Qf the drefi as a mark of nobility. They wear fur- 
ckps or bonnets, and buflcins of yellow leather, 
the heels of which are plated with iron or ftecl. 
The drefs of the; Udieii is a fiipple polonaife, or 
long robe, edged with fun 

The Poles in their features, look, cuftoms, 

refs> and general appearance, refemble Afiatics 

rather thati Europeans; and are unqueftionably. 

defcended from Tartai" anceftofs. A Germail 

... ..... ....... . « 

biftoriari *, well verfed in the antiquity of tiati- 
ohs, remarks', that the manner in which the Poles 
wear their hair is a (Iril^ing token of their ori- 
giii; So early as the fifth Century, foine nations^ 
comppehended under the name of Scythians, had 
the fame cuftoiiii For Prifcus Rhfletor, who ac- 
companied Aj[aximus in hi«i embaffy from Theo- 
dofius II; to the court of Attila, defcribes a Scy- 
thian chief, whofe head wasfliayed in a circular 
form t, a mode fimilar to the prefent fafliion in 

Poland. 

-, ' ■• 

• Mafcow. f Capite in rotunduih l^o. 
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Before we quitted this part of Poland, we yi- 
$ted the celebrated falt-min^s qf Wielitfka, ,ex- 
c^vated in a ridge of hilh at the Borthern extre? 
mity of the chaiu which joius the Carpathian 
mountains : they take their ap{>eHation from tlie 
fmall village of WieUtfka; hut are fometimes called. 
in foreign countries the jnines of Crjicpw, fropj 
their .vicinity to, that city. 

Upon our arrival at Wiejitflca we repaired t(> 
the mouth .of the mine *. Having fafiened three 
fcpar^jfce hammocks round the gre^t ropg jemplpy- » 
ed in drawing up the fait, we feated ourfelves in 
a commodious manner, and were gently let down 
160 yards below the firft layer of fait. Quitting 
our hammocks, we paiTed a Ipng and gradual der 
fcent, fometimes through broad paffages or pal; 
lerie^ capable of admitting feyeral carriages 
abreaft ; fometimes down fteps cu^ ^n tjie folid 
fait, which had the grandeur and cOmnjodiouf- 
nefe gf the (lair-cafe in a palace. We • each car;- 
ried a light, and feveral guides preceded us with 
lamps, Jhe reflexion of which from the glittering 
fidoj of the mine va§ e;5ctrem^ly beautiful ; biit 
.did not caft that luminous fplendour, which fome 
writers compare to the luftre of precious ftgnes. 

The fait is called Zicbna or Green Salt, though 
the i^olour is iron grey, and when pounded 

* There are two other openings, down one of yi^Qh the miners 
^i^cjpend hy ftairs, dow;i the other by ladders. 



appears like our browi Mt. The quality im* 
proves in propoFtion to the 4epth. Towards the 
fides and furface it is mixed witl^ earthy of fiony 
particles ; lower it is fs^id to he pure, and to require 
no procefs befoieit is ukd. The fineft of this gr^ 
iklti however, is of a weak quality when com-^ 
pared with oih* common fea^&It : it is. therefore 
undoubtedly by no meaxu^ pure, but blended witb 
extraneous particles, though it ferv^es for ccxn* 
mon purpofes* Being almofii as hard as itone, t^e 
miners he^ it with pick-axes and hatchets, by a^ 
tedious operation, into large blocks, mianyjof 
which weigh fix or feven. hundred pounds. Tfaeie 
. mafles are raifed by a windlafs ; but the imaller 
pieces are conveyed up by l^orfes along a wind-^ 
ing gallery, which reaches to the furface of the 
earth. Befide the grey fpecies, the miners fome- 
times difcover fmall cubes of white fait, as tranf- 
parei^t as chryftal, but not in any confiderable 
\ quantity : they find occafionally pieces of coal 
and petrified wood buried in the fait 

The mine appears inexhauftible, as wiU eafily 
be conceived from the account of its dimenfions. 
The known breadth is H 1 5 feet, length 669 1, and 
depth 743; and' the beft judges on the fpot fup- 
pofe, with great probability, this folid body of 
^ fait to branch into various direftionsj the extent 
of which is unknowi). 

Our guide pointed out te us, what he confi- 
!. dered 
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dered as the moft leisiarkable cuAoBty of tho 
place, feveral fmal) ch^peb excavated in the fall^ 
in vhich mafs is faid on certain days* One of 
thefe chapels is so fSset long and 25 broad ; the 
altar, ^crticilBix, omanoaxts of the diurch, and 
ftatned of (eirerBl finiffte, are all carved out of the 
fait. Manjrof the estcarations or chambers are 
of an immettfe fize } fome are propped with tim* 
ber, others by vaft piliaw of fait : fevcfal of large 
dimenfions ore without fupport in the mididle. I 
remarked one in particular, which was sxx feet in 
height^ and fo extremely long and broad^ as 
abnoft to appear without Itsiits, atnid the fub- 
terraneous gloom. The roofs of theie vaults are 
laot arched, but flat The immenie fize of the 
chambers, with 4^ Ipacious paffages or galle*- 
ries, together with the chapels, and a few fheda 
for horiS^, pf obabiy ga.ve rife to the exaggerate 
accounts of fome travellers, that l3iefe mines con* 
tain fev^ral villages inhabited by colonies of mi*^ 
Hers, who never fee the light* There i* certainly 
room fnfficient ; but the miners have "no dwef- 
lings under ground, as they do not remain below 
more than eight horn's at a time, when they are 
relieved by others. We found tliefe mines 
without damp or indifture ; obferving only in 
our whole progrefs one fmall fpring of water, 
which is impregnated with fait. . 
Such ftn engrmoui mafs of fait i^xhihits a won** 

L 4 derful 
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derful phaendnlenon in the natural hifiory of 
the globe. According to Guetard, who vi-^ 
fited thefe mines, and publifhed a treatife upon 
the fubjed, tlie uppermoft bed of earth at the 
furface is iknd; the fecond clay, occafionally 
mixed with fand and gravely and containing per 
trifa6^i6ns of marine bodies ; the third calcareous 
fione; from which circumftances he conjeftures 
that this ippt was formerly covered by the fea, 
and that the fait 13 a gradual deppfit formed by 
evaporation*. 

Thefe mines have been worked above 600 
years, for they are mentioned in the Polifli an- 
nals fo eaily a& 1237, under Boleflausf .the 
Chafte. The ^profits were long appropriated to 
the king's privy purfe, and, before the piartitioti, 
yielded annually £.97yi^a fterling. They arc 
now fituated within the province which the Em^ 
peror difmetnbered^ but the profits are much di- 
miniihed ; for the Auftrian commii^lo^eIB iinpru^ 
dently raifed the price of fait, conceiving tjiat 
Poland Ci^uld not exift withojjt drawing fait as 
ufual from .Wielitika, end trould therefore be 
obliged to receive it at any price, Xhis mode of 
^proceeding oiFending the "Poles, the king of 
Pruflia imported Jarge quantij^ies of fait, which 

♦ See Mcmoire fur le^ Mines de SeJ de Wielitfka in Hid. de 
r Acad, des Sciences for 1^62. 
* f Lengnkl^-Ju4Pub•. vol. I. p. 249V 

^ *• ji he 



C. ^. JOURNEY TO WARSAW, 155 

he procured chiefly from Spain, to Dantzic, 
Memmel, and Koningfburg, from whence it was 
conveyed up theViftuU into the interior pro- 
vinces. By thefe means he ftirniflied great part 
of Poland with falt^ at a cheaper rate than the 
inhabitants could procure it from the houfe of 
Aufiria ; and in 1778. the mines of Wieljtfka htdy 
fupplied the diftrifts which immediately bojder 
upon Auftrian Poland, 

I never faw.^ road fo barren qf interefting 
fcenes ag that from Cracqw to Warfaw ; throtigh- 
out the whole tra6i not a fingle object prefents 
itfelf which can draw the attention of the moft 
inquifitive traveller. The CQunjtry was leyel, 
with little variation of f^rface, chiefly over-^ 
fpread with vaft trads of gloomy foreft, and even 
where it was more open, the diftant horizon was 
always flcirted with wood. The trees were chiefly 
pines and firs, intermixed with beech, birch, and 
fmaU oaks ; occafional breaks in the foreft pre* 
fented fome pafture ground, with here and there 
a few meagre crops of corii. A forlorn ftillnef^ 
,and folitude prevailed almoft through the whole 
extent, with few fyraptoms of an inhabited, and 
ftill lefs of a civilized country. Though we tra^ 
verfed the high road from Cracow to Wa?faw; 
in the courfe of 258 miles we met only two carj 
riages and a dozen carts. The country wa^ 
4?quaIJy thin of human habitations : ^ few wooden 

villageji 
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villages fucceeded one another at long interval 
vhofe mifcrable appearance correfponded with • 
the wretchednefs of the furrounding country* 
In ihefe groupes of huts, the only places of le^ 
ception for travellers were hovels, belonging to 
Jews, totally deiiitnte of furniture and every 
fpecies of accommodation. We could feldom 
procure any other room but that in which the fa-» 
mily lived ; in the article of provifion, eggs and 
milk were our greateft luxuries, and could not 
always be obtained ; our only bed was ftraw 
thrown upon the ground, and we deemed our-» 
felves happy when we could procure it clean- 
Even we, who were by no means delicate, and 
who bad been Ions: accuftomed to all kinds of 
inconveniences, found ourfelves diftreffed in this 
land of defolation. In moft other countries we 
fufpended our journey during night, that no 
fcene might efcape our obfervation ; yet here we 
even preferred continuing our route without in- 
termiffion, to the penance we endured in thefe re- 
ceptacles of filth and penury ; and have reafon 
to believe, that darknefs depriv^ed us of nothing 
but the fight of indifferent crops of corn, gloomy 
forefts, and objeds of human mifery. The na* 
tives were poorer, humbler, and more miferable, 
than any people we had yet obferved in the courf(^ 
of our travels : wherever we flopped, they flocked 
around us in crouds, and demanded chaiity 
With the moft abjeft geftures- 

7 . The 
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The road bore as few marks of induftry as the 
country which it interfefts. It was bell where it 
was fandy ; in other parts it was fcarcely paffable, 
and, in the marfliy grounds, was raifed with fticks 
and boughs of trees thrown promifcuoufly upon 
the furfacc, or formed by trunks of trees laid 
crofsways. After a tedious journey we at length 
approached Warfaw ; but the roads being neither 
Hiorc paffable, nor the courctry better cultivated^ 
md the fuburbs chiefly confiding of the fame 
wooden hovefc which compofe the villages, we 
h«d 310 fufpici^a of being near the capital of 
Poland, UAtil we arrived at the gates. 
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CHAP. 3- 

, ©efcription of Warfiiw.— Prtftntation to the king of Poland.^ 
. P^ace.— PortmiU of the kings.— literaiy rociet)r.^-»£ntert3io- 
.■ ment at the royal villa, in prince Poniatonfki*8 garden.— *F$tc 

champetre given at Povonfld by the princefs Zartoriika. 

• < » 

nPHE fituation of Warfaw is not unpleafantx 
-*- it is built partly in a plain, and partly on a 
gentle afcent rifing from the banks of the Viftula, 
which is about as broad as the Thames at Weilmin« 
fter- Bridge, though very fliallo win fummpr. The 
city and fuburbs occupy a vaft ejttent of ground ; 
but contain no piore than between fixty and fe-r 
venty thoufand inhabitants, among whom are nur 
merous foreimers. The whole town has a melan- 
choly appearance, exhibiting that ftrong contrail 
of wealth and poverty, luxury aM difireis, which 
pervades every part of thfs unhappy country- 
The ftreets are fpaciou^, but ill-payed, and are 
fcarcely lighted with a Angle lamp ; tjie churche§ 
and public buildings large and magnificent ; the 
palaces of. the nobility numerous and fplendidj 
but the greater pkrt of the houfes, particularly in 
the fuburbs, are mean and ill-conftru6led wopden 
hovels. 

Auguft 2. The Englifh minifter, Mr. Wrought 
^pi)ii^ being in the countrv, mc canied our letters 

of 








\^-^^- 




iif teconun^dalion to C<mnt Rzewufki, great 

-; teavflial offhe crowil, who teceived us with mUch 

£ .T:^4i^i*y, and appoiirt^d Sunday nwrning to pre- 

Kfit ua at the le veei At that time we repaired to 

y^drt,. and were admitted into the audience* 

S^^^'lj^^^tmber, whichfewas decorated with the bulls of 

jabeth of Ehgland, Henry IV, of France, 

[fehn Sobiefki, and the emprefs of Ruffia* 

t^v>*i /At length tl\e king made his appearance, and 

■:'y}^k^:^eve prefentcd; His majefty talked to each 

J/v^ us a conficterable time In the mpft obliging 

ft: Injftjjtt^ ; he paid a wailn eulogium to the Eng^ 

^'^^:|n|^tionj mentioned his residence in Londoa, 

;!r- wJjsfc^^^^^ -^^^^^ and tjonclnded by invit- 

ryiP^fef to f«p{>er in the evening, of which h<yt 

w .^ ^«wSi|t€ had previous intimat jon from the-grcaj| 

rVmr^ ■•■.-;■',- • ■ • ' ' ■ ., . 

^. : -^V^-^tai^flaus Aligiiftus is handfome in his perfon, 

an ' exprciSve countenance, a dark com^ 

i^lpn, Roman nofe, and penetrating eye: he is 

tincfoitimbnly pleafing in his addreli, and poffcffes 

:gi^^ti)^eetnefs of cbndefeenfion, tempered with 

)3igWty^ He had 6n a full-drefled fuit, which cir- 

ie¥tnf)fi^i$9 X njention^ bd<:aufe he is the firik king of 

Pol4sd^i!ii&> itjid not weat the national habit, ot 

'f Ih-aye hSltea'd^ertfiePotiih cuftom. His exam* 

^ v|4p .^^? many imitators, and tya$ much furprizeu 

i^ ; ' 'to* feid fo few of thecbief nobility in tJie national 

g^ih Thb natives however in general arc fo atA 

: '.J i •• '. • taclitd 
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tached to this drefs, that in the laft diet of convo- 
cation it was propofed to* infert in the Pa8a Con* 
venta an article obliging the king to wear the Po- 
lifh garment; but this motion was over-ruled, and 
he was permitted to confult his own tafte. At 
his coronation he laid afide the antient regal ha- 
bit of ceremony, and appeared in robes of a 
more modern fafliion, with his hair flowing upon 
his flioulders*. 

At the conclufion of the levee we vifited the 
apartments of the palace : it was built by Sigif- 
mond III. and has fince been the principal refi- 
dence of the Polifli monarchs. The palace ftands 
upon a rifing ground at a fmall diftance from the 
Viftula, and commands a fine view of that river 
and of the adjacent country: Next to the aur 
dience- chamber is an apartment fitted up with 
marble, which the king has dedicated, by au 
infcription, to the memory of his predeceffors : 
Begum Memories dicavit Stanijlaus Augujim 

* The king feems to have a6ted in this inftance with great indir^ 
crction, in rcjcfting the national drefs, to which the Poles, tena- 
cious of their antient cuftoms, were extremely attached, StaniP- 
laus was not infenfible of the comelinefs of his perfon, and was un* 
If illing to defpoil himfelf of his long and flowing hair; he there- 
fore obtained a certificate from the phyilcians, aflcrting, that the 
lofs of his hair would afFeft his health. The fafhion of his robes 
;was new-modelFed^ like tUofe of the kings of France, made of veU 
vet and ermine, and ornamented with the fleurs de lis. Thefe de« 
yiations from the antient coitume rendered the king extremely un- 
oopular, 

hoCC0* 
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hoccc monumentum, 1 77 1. The portraits of the 
fovcreigns are ranged in chronological order: 
the feries begins from Boleflaus, and is carried 
down to his prefent majefty, whofe pi6lure is not 
yet finiflied. Thefe heads are all painted by 
Bacciarelli^ and well executed; the portraits of 
the earlier kings are iketched from imagination ; 
but that of Ladiflaus II. and moft of his fuccef* 
fors, are copied from originals. They altoge* 
ther produce a pleafing effeQ:, and may be con- 
fidered as an agreeable fpecies of genealogical 
table. In this apartment the king gives a dinner 
every Thurfday to the men of letters who are 
mod confpicuous for learning and abilities ; his 
majefty himfelf prefides at table, and ta:kes the 
lead in the graces of converfation as much as in 
l*ank. The perfons admitted to this fociety read 
occafionally treatifes upon different topics pf hif» 
tory, natural philofophy, and other mifcellaneous 
fubjefls ; and, as a code of laws was compiling 
for the purpofe of being prefented to the next 
diet, parts of that code, or obfervations relative 
to legiflation in general, and the conftitution of 
Poland in particular, are introduced The king 
2ealo\ifly encourages all attempts to refine hi* 
native tongue, which was much negleded during 
the reigns of his two prcdeceffors, who were 
ignorant of the Poliih language. Poetry, of 
which he is extremely fond, is much cultivated 

at 
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at th^fe meetings. The adjoining apartment 
was hung with the portraits of the principal 
members of the fociety. 

In obedience to the king's condefgending invi-^ 
tation, we proceeded, in the evening, to a royal 
villa^ fituated in the midft of a delightful wood, 
in the vicinity of Warfaw. It confifts of a falobn, 
and four other apartments upon the firft floor, 
together Vith a bath, from which it takes the 
name of In Maifon dt Bain : above are the fame 
number of rooms, each fitted up in the moft ele- 
gant manner. The king received us in the fa- 
loon with extreme affability : his brother and two 
of his nephews were prefent, and a few nobility 
of both fexes, who generally compofe hii& private 
parties. There were two tables fbr whift, and 
thofe who wete riot engaged at cards walked 
about, or flood at different fides of the room, 
^hi\e the king, who feldom plays, converfed 
occaijonally with every one. At half an hour 
kfter nide, fupper being announced, we followed 
the king into an adjoining apartment, where was 
k fmall round table with eight covers ; the fupper 
confifted of one courfe and a defert. His ma^- 
jefty fat down, but eat nothing ; he took a con^ 
fiderable fliare in the converfation, without wholly 
engroffmg it. After fupper we repaired to the 
faloon, part of the company returned to cards, 
while we, out of refpe^ to the king, continued 

/ (landing, 



ftanding, until l|is majefty propofed fitting down, 
adding, ^' we ihall be more at our eiife^ chatting 
round a table." We accordingly feated ourfeives, 
and the converfation laded, with perfe6l; eafe, till 
midnight, when the king retired. Before he 
withdrew, he ord^ed a noblemaii of the party to 
condor us to every objeft in Warfaw worthy of 
a iirangen's curiofity . This extraordinary degree 
of attention i penetrated us with' gratitude, and 
.proved a* prelude to ftill greater honours. 

Augufl S. We had the honour of dining with 
his majefty at the ikme villa, and experieaiLced the 
feme eafe and affability of rieception. . The king 
had hitherto talked French, but he now did xo^ 
the honour to converfe in Eiiglifh, . which hie 
fpeaks remarkably well. He expnefled a flattering 
predile£tion for our nation, and furpHzed mfi by 
his exaft knowledge of our conflitution, laws, 
and hiflbry ; all his remarks were pertinent, juf)^, 
and rational. He is. familiarly cQnverfant with 
our beit aAitbor3,and bis enthufiaflic admiration of 
Shs^^fpeare gave-me a convincing proof of his 
intimate acquaintance idth our language, and tafle 
for tbe,b^auties of !genuine poetjy. He in^uir^d 
much about the/flete of %s^ and fci^Q^ in £ng- 
4and; and. ffM^ke^j^dth; captures >of the.pr<^teflioti 
which our fovereign giyes totheart^q^ndt^ every 
:fpecies of lijtef ature. After we had taken bur leave, 
we drpye round the wpod^ tq fever4l Qlh^r yiUas, 
.. VOL.1. N in 
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are all oonfim^d i«L<HffeitAt ftytes iiiritji.gfbkt 
' taile and ikgaoce. , Hi6.inaj€% isicMod <»f^ttficht* 

' mA even the deligns for tjie tbteisior deQOt«f tdiifti 
o In the eveniag we liad tbefifeafum ofivfedtiag 
. :hisjnii^ty ^..his .bo-otber's, prmoe PontaAfanfld, 
.>wh0.g9ye.u$^ moft eie^aixt ienlierlami9^iit>ittra 
LgaxdehiiitiWbed near hiivUk^ .aii|d ridUi^tariia- 
mented .ifraifch ^mildalags. - ' The ttafie of i tiii^^^alift 
^nobiHtyiis ncvt icontiouleid l^j^iwEat of maieiAals ; 
'ifbriifltejrtqEmndktprocusethe^ 
jnoke lai. repcefeiitath)h^ ^m.hfitttt* lartfie 
.|aelbnt inAaiioe, as there^aie iiu>! quarries of Hbaat 
near Wmikm, the prince has fiibfiftutcda i coiu- 
pbiiiti4)KLii4> heaify'refendblitig ftobie, thatthe^moft 
minixti 49tb^Tver can fcataely difeover^tftjei <ji^ 
fweioR-i'. . . i'^ • 

' Wdamred at the garden, about ninip3 ^ visas k 
deKghdtii ev€i>i;ig^ fiiccMdihg one of the ^noi^ 
&ltry days we had ecKpciiieiieed ' this^ itimincr. 
After walkings about the ^grounds^ we^^aa^e^ -41 
grotto ^.at^tiScmlvocky' where -a fpring of^^tdv 
^trickkd down the^lidies^ and^^eil into a balbti« 
-yitk a pl€'ai6ng tturnm*. We were fcarody rf* 
femMed^ in- thi»odd1gh|fill i^ot, w^eii tfee kiteg^ 
in&de his appearanbe-: \r6 t<rffenpto meethim j 
the ufuat complhnents 4>eing ps^d, we^ttfMidtsd 
tiiiS ^ajelly about the grounds^ land then^tetiiraed 

1 ' to 
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to the grotto, ranging ourfelves upon a bank co- 
vered .vnth mofs. The mocfn was nox*' rifen, and 
added greatly to the beauty of the fcetie. I hap- 
pened to be feated next to the kitg (for all ce- 
remony was baniflied) who talked with me as 
ttfual, in Englilh, on the arts and fciences, Hte- 
raturc, and hiftory. In the courfe of the con- 
^ verfation I ventured to inquire concerning the 
poetiy inthePblifh language. His majefty faid, 
*' We have fome lighter pieces of poetry, by no 
means contemptible, and an indifferent epic 
poem ; but the work of chief poeticiil excel- 
lence in our t6ngue is a fine tratiflation of the 
Gerufakmme Liberatd of Taffo, far fuperior to 
any tj^nflations of that admirable poem in other 
languages 5 fome Italians of tafte and judgment 
have efteemed it not much inferior to the original 
performance." I then turned the converfation to 
'the hiftorical produdions ; when the king^ in- 
formed me, that they had no good hiftory of 
their countrv in Polifli, which he deemed a 
national reflexion, though he flattered himfelf it 
would foon be removed, as a perfon of genius 
and erudition*, admirably calculated for the un^ 

dertakirig', 

• Narufzewicz, blfliop of Smolenfko. In 1785, he had already 
fnattd. the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th vql tunes. He poftponed printing 
his firft volume, until he had received farther documents £rom 
Rome 5 for' tlii* reafoh the work was not then publiftied. The ft- 
•ond volume begins with Mieiflaus I; and the Mth ends with the 

Ml death 
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dertaking, was employed in that work. Expref- 
fing my furprize at tliis circumftance, which i^ 
almoft peculiar to Poland, his majefty obferved, 
" we have feveral excellent hiftorians, but they 
have. all written in Latin, the knowlcd2:e o^ 
which language/' his majefty remarked, " is ge- 
neral * ; the earlieft laws are drawn up in Latin 
until the reign of Sigifmond Auguftus,.when they 
began to be compofed in the vernacular lan- 
guage ; the old Pa6ta Conve?ita are all in Latin; 
thofe of Ladiflaus IV. being the firft that appear- 
ed in PolifJi." This interefting converfation was 
interrupted by the prince, who propofcd a turn 
in the garden before fupper : he led the way, ^nd 
the company followed ; paffing through a fub- 
terraneous paflage, long and winding, with here 
and there a fingle lamp, which fhed a glimmer- 
ing light, we came at length to a wooden 
door, which feemed the entrance of a hovel ; 
it opened, and difcovered a fuperb rotunda, 
with an elegant dome of the moft beautiful fym- 
^letry, illuminated with innumemble lamps ; in 

death of Ladiflaus Loketec, in 1333. ' Thefixth, which was in the 
prefs, contains the reign of Cailmir the Greats and the feventh will 
comprife the interregnum which followed the death of Cafimir, tlie 
reign of Lotus, and the fubfequent interregnum, to the election of 
Xadiflaus Jagfaellon* 

* I had feveral opportunities of remarking the prevalency of the 
Latin tongue in Poland; when I vifited the prifons I converfed im 
4iiat language with a common foldier, who flood guard at the en- 
.%ancc: he fpoke it with great fluency. 

the 
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the circumference were four open recefles be- 
tween pillars of artilficial marble*:" the recefles 
contained fophas, with paintings in frefco^ re- 
prefenting the triumphs of Bacchus, Silenus, ' 
Love, and the vi6lory of the Emprefs of Rufliji 
over the Turks. * While we were admiring the 
l^eauty of the rotunda, our ears were fuddenly 
regaled with a concert of exquifite mufic from 
an invifible band, and a magnificent table was 
ipread with fuch expedition, as to refemble tl^e 
effe6ls of enchantm^ent. We fat down to fupper 
with the khig, the prince, and a phofen com-' 
pany. Our fplrits were elevated by the beauty 
of the faloon, by the hofpitality of the prince, 
and by the aiFability of the king ; who, fo far 
from being a conftraint to the fociety, greatly 
enlivened it by his vivacity, and feemed the foul 
of the party, I never pafled a more agreeable 
evehing ; the converfation was animated and ra- 
tional ; while the focial eafe, which diffufed it- 
felf through every part of the company, realized 
this convivial pifturc j 

La Libert^ convive aimabfe 

Met les deux coudes fur la table "f. 

• Thpfe pillars are of the fam^ compoiitioA and colour ii^h^ 
^oie of the Pantheon in Oxford-Street. 
■j" Voltaire. 
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Evea without the iuftre of a crown, which is apt 
to dazzle our judgment, the king of Poland 
lirould be efteemed one of the moft agreeable and 
polite gentlemen in Europe ; he has a furprizing 
fund of interfiling converfation, and I never had 
the honour of accefs to his company without 
being both informed and delighted. His ma- 
jefty did not retire until one o'clock, when the 
company feparated, and we retumed-to Warfaw, 
highly delighted with our evening's entertain- 
ment 

I have had frequent occafion to mention the 
elegance and luxury of the Poliih nobility in 
their houfes and villas ; in their decorations and 
furniture they feem to haVe happily blended the 
Engli/h and French modes; in their entertain-- 
ipents tjie/ are exquifitely refined, and as they 
fpare no expence, and have a good tafte, they 
generally fucceed in creating pleafure and fur- 
prize. We every day experienced the agreeable 
efFe6is of their hofpitality and politenefs ; but 
by none were we fo elegantly regaled as by t^e 
princefs Zaitoriflca in a fite champitre, of which 
I ihall attempt a^ defcription. 

Povox^fki; the villa of prince Adam Zartoriiki, 
is three miles from Warfaw in the midft of a fo- 
reft ; the ^nation is almoft level, ' with here and 
there a gentle flope, which produced an agree- 
able 



able variety. Tbe grounds^ ate laid out ib the- 
Englhh tafte, with a beautiful iftttrmixture of: 
lawn and wood ; walks ^rc cut « til rough thfl* 
wood, and carried along the banti* of a lively 
ftreatn! 

The houfe, which ftanda upon a gentle riftj 
has the appearance of a cottagie, conftru6ied like* 
thofe of the peafant*, with trunks of trees piled^ 
upon each other, and thatched with ftraw : be- 
fide the principal building, thet-e are feparate cot- 
tages for the children and attendant?, each with 
its indofures and a fmall* garden; this ^roup of 
ftruftures bears the reiemblance of a fcatteredi 
hamlet. Other buildings, fuch as fummer* 
houfes, pavilions, ruftic flieds, and ruins, are* 
ddfperfed through the grounds ; and the ftables 
are €onftru€led in the form of a half-demolifhed 
amphitheatre. Several romantic bridges, ruddy 
compofed of the trunks and bent branches of 
trees, contribute to heighten the rufticity of the 
fcenety. 

On our arrival M^e repaired to the principal cot- 
tage, where the princefs was ready to receive us. 
We expefted the iniide to be fiirnifhed in thefim-' 
pie ftyle of a peafant's hovel ; but were furprized 
to find every Ipecies of elegant magnificence 
which riches and tafte could collect, All the 
apartments are decorated in the irfbft coftly man*^ 
|ier ; but the fplendour of the bath-room is pe- 

W4 * wli2i,rly 
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culiarly ilriking; the fides are covered with 
fmall fquare pieces of Drefden porcelain, orna- 
mented with an elegant fprig ; and the border 
and cieling are painted in beautiful feftoons. 
The expence of. fitting up this apartment muft 
have been prodigious ; as each piece of china 
cpft at Drefden three ducats*. Having fur- 
veyed all the apartments, we proceeded to an 
inclofure near the houfe, furrounded with large 
blocks of granite and fallen trees placed in the 
moft natural a^jd pifturefque manner ; here we 
"drank tea upon the lawn. From thence we re- 
paired to the cottages inhabited by the children, 
which are fitted up in different ftyles, but with 
equal elegance. 

After walking round the grounds, the company 
adjourned to a Turkifh tent of rich and curioua 
wprkmanihip, pitched in a retired field near the 
ruined amphitheatre. This tent belohged to the 
grand-vizier, and was taken during the late war 
between the Ruffians and the Turks : within was 
afettee, and a carpet fpread upon the ground. 
Here we remained converfing until dufk, when 
the princefs propofed returning ; ihe led us 
through the houfe to a fmall fpot of rifing ground, 
where we were fuddenly (truck with a moft beau- 
tiful illumination, A ruftic bridge, of a fingle 
arch, thrown over a broad piece of water, was 

• About iL 7s. i^d. 
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ftudded with Several thoufand lamps of different 
colours ; the refleftion was fo ftrong as to deceive 
the eye, and gave it ^ the appearance of a bril- 
liant fcircle fuipended in the air. While we 
fiopped to admire this delightful fcene, a band 
of mufic ftmck up at a little diftance, and 
amufed us with an excellent concert. . We were 
led from this enchanting fpot, acrofs the illu- 
minated bridge, to a thatched pavilion, open at 
the fides, and fupported by pillars ornamented 
withfeftoons of flowers; we found within a cold 
collation, and fat down to a table covered with 
all kinds of delicacies, with the moft coftlv 
wines, and almoft every fpecies of fruit which 
art or nature could fumifli. The evening wajs 
-delig|atful, 1:he fcenery pifturelque, the fare de* 
licious ; the company in good fpirits ; for who 
could te otherwife, when every circumiiance, 
which the tafte and ingenuity of our fair hoftefs 
could invent,, confpired to heighten the enter- 
tainment? 

The collation being ended, we rofe from table, 
which I concluded to be the clofe of the enter- 
tainment, but was agreeably difappointed: the 
gardens were fuddenly illuminated ; we ranged 
about as fancy diftated, , and were gratified with 
the found of wind inftruments in different parts 
of the grounds. Wc repaffed the bridge, and 
returned into the cottage, when the two eldefi; 

daughters 
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daughtefs of the princefs^ Ivstbited in /GkeciM 
dreffes^ of etegant fimplicity^ petfonned a Poliflv 
and Collkc daiuus ; the fonner ftnovis and g-race-^ 
ftil^ the lattercojnic and lirdy. The eldeft fpn, 
a boy eight years of age,- - next pttrfonned a 
hempipe with great agility^ aad afterwards «tr 
danee in the ftyle of the PolUh peafants with 
niMch huinour. It was. now^paft two in the mom- 
itig ; but ae there moil be an end of all fublunary 
jdys, we took our lejtve, expreffing our thanks 
dmA gmtitude In hmgnageisiadequate to our £bel<- 
ings. Imaginatioh can fcarcely form a fite^ 
ckampitreU> elegant, and I am perfiiaded it will 
fddom fall to the lot ^ the fame perfbn to par* 
take of fueh a pleafing entertainment twice in 
1m life. 

The day before onr departuie we dined with- 
tbe biihop oi Plot^ko, the king's^ brother, at his 
palace of Jablonifka, fituated eight miles from 
Warfaw, near the banks^ of theViftula, eon- 
ftrufted after the defign, and at the expence, of> 
the king. One of the apartments, called the 
Turkifli faloon, i& remarkable for its elegance 
and fmgularity ; it is in the Oriental tafte^ of an 
oblang ihape, very lofty, with a fountain in the 
middle, furrounded with a parterH of flowers j 
between -the parterre and fides of the room are 
rangpea of Turkiih fophas. The variegated tints 
and lich fragrance.of the ilowers, joined to the 
« tranf^ 
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tranfpftrepey, :3iBd munnut^ of the foimtein, .pror: 
dm^ a, m^ft pteafmg e^^; and, tagetiacr with 
tjie cpplnefo Qf the apartmeat; tendei \t . a 4elU 
Qiouis y^eat ft om the heats of fummer. 

in the ewriing we accempwaied prince Stanif^ 
laus tp his majeily's villa^ wdl af&ml (^ pa^Sng 
an . intei;afiiag evening ; but it wm now emhft^ 
tered with* the le&e&ian tha^t thii? was the laft 
tinie of our admiffion to the company^ of; tMr 
ai^bk: monarch. In ths Mlowing convtrfih- 
tioti I had;in. additional 'pix)of of his hi^masily 
and coiidpfeenfion: " YqV have been to^diaJpri- 
fonfi*, ai^d I am afraid ybu found thei» in, a 
wretched cariditicftL'' To have mentioned alt 
their abufes, when I Icnew that his majefty c^ifld 
not cor reft them, would only have been dh in- 
fult. I endeavoured therefoFC toipialliate.my an* 
fyrer, by. remarking, wh^t. is but top tme^ that 
infey^srajrinft^aces they wisre not fo ill regiilated 
as iii England., " I am furpriaed," retiimed the 
fcing, S^> that a nation, which juftly piqued hf&lf 
fw:hiimanityy fhould be deficient in fo effential. 
a^ article of police." I then ventured, with as 
much delicacy as poffiWe, to point out a mate- 
rial ahuft in the prifons of Warfaw, which might 
jH'ohahly be in his majefty *8 power to alleviate-at 
leaft, if not to remedy. The circumftance al- 
lv<kd towjas, that there i&nof(ip»ate^rooi» fop 

5 Seethe Utter part of Ctep^s* 

the 
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the accommodation of lick prifoners; at the- 
fame time I apologized for this infta|)ce of pre- - 
fumptioDy which nothing but companion for the 
unfortunate could extort from me; ' " He M'ho* 
pleads the caufe of the unhappy^*' replied the 
king, ^* M always liEened to with pleafure ;" an 
expreffionrl Ihall neV'er forget^ and which cpn- 
viaced nae, by the pathetic manner in which it 
was uttered, that it was the real fentiment of his 
heart. The turn of the converfation led the king 
to enlarge upon the code of laws preparing for 
the infpedion of the approaching diet ; when he 
expatiated, with peculiar fatisfadion, upon fome 
beiieficial regulations calculated to promote the 
impartial adminiftration of juftice. "Happy 
Engliihmen!" exclaimed tiie king, "yourhpufe 
is raifed, andminelis yet to build," 

After fupper, which pafled jxo lefs agreeably 
than the preceding entertainments, we were pre- 
fented to take leave ; the king condefcended to ■ 
inquire the route we intended to take, and to 
point out objeds worthy of obfervation, " Your 
majefty," I ventured to obferve, ^[ has omitted 
the manufaftures which you have eftabliflied a^ 
Qrofl^p*." " Aij Englifhman,"' replied the king, 
" after having feen thp manufk6hires of his own 
country, will find little deferving his curiofity 
iij ^ny other, . ^d particularly in this kingdom^ 

• SeCt Ctiap. 6. article Grodno. 
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Adhere th^re' is a fettled averfion to commerce. 
The eftablilhment at Grodno 113.1)111 a -tjieginniftg^t 
I confider. it only as a pledge, of my fixture in* 
t^ntioiBs." I then mentioned the new- n^guk*- 
tions in thenniverfity of Vilna^ andthe fofundation 
of a phyfic-garden at Gf oidno. " You are deceiv- 
ed bj'' the fimilarity of naines. An Englifh xmit 
verfity is .as much fuperior to foreign feminaries, 
as your, natiooa excels all others in the cultivor 
fion of literature, and the encouragemciit of ge- 
nius and abilities. The academy at Vilna is mOfc 
the image of what it was, and of what it ought 
to be, than an objeft of a traveller's curiofity." 
He then gracioufly expreffed his regret at our 
departing fo foon from Warfaw, and, wiilung.us 
a good journey, retired. 

I ihall not, I flatter myfelf, appear too minute 
in relating thefe circumftances ; the familiar in- 
cidents of domeftic life place the charafter of a 
foverign in a truer point of view than the fplen- 
did occurrences of public grandeur, where the 
real difpofition is often difguifed by form, or fa- 
crifiqed. to policy. 

Such were the remarks which I made at War- 
faw in 1779 ; a fecond vifit to the fame capital, 
in 1785, fiirnilhed me with little additional mat- 
ter. 

May S9, 178^. About feventy miles from 
Konigiberg, quitting the Black Eagle of Pruflia, 

we 
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mw. recogttifed the White Eagle of Poland^ and, 
pafltng through feTeral miferable "Tillages, reach- 
ed wi thte evening of the 3ift, Waifaw, without 
mfeetjitig with a fingle obje^i worthy, of attentiot^ 
wi.tmgle adventure worthy of notice. 
- Having befote ddferibed ourprdentation at 
court, aioid reception from Stanifiam Atlgnfios^ 
I ihall' not again repeat rfimilar mark« of c6nde^ 
4beiuience and bemgnity wiQi wbirfli 1 was ho^^ 
noiited! by that amiable fovereigni ^w^^ tl^e feoiC- 
pitsble nsanner in whick I \(ras s^ain fisceivedby 
tfte Poll (Ik nobility* i;:!,... ; * 

llieiToader will retdteft that, hi nay flrftw^ 
to Waifiw, I defer ibed Poland as almoft a^RufflkiA 
pwfviiMfei governed by ; the < embaiTadot * Of (^ 
tharine the Second. ' •" * j. 

i**'^'«' * • ^ In 



f The tfifinenoe of tbe klq^ of Polafid ^a» fo in^^i^eiablei tjkaf 
on th& vactucy of every office^ even in the king's houfehold, ap- 
plications were made to the Ruflian embaffador. In communicat- 
iteg- tbfs infbrtnat4on, count Stacks Ibefg added, •• Evetvon the death 
«/>ppgc, the other day, I was teazed with apfUcatioi^^/* ^ . j 

Another aneqdote, communicated from the fam^ authority, 
ftill further difplays the great influence of Ruffia m Polaria, 
aAd the extreme dependancejof the king. Stactellierg i^ceived 
ciniers from the emprefsy to affifl: the kingy in obtaifung fvoii 
|he diety. a fiun for the payment of his debts, which ampuutw 
ed to 10,000,000 florins ^ but not openly, imlefs it was abfblutely 
neceflary. The king propofed demanding this fumj but on fotjtid!'- 
iSg the ittclinations of the ieadhog members, d^etfmed it prudent to 
require only 7,000,000. He met, however, wi^h fuch oppofltioff^ 
as induced him to inform the Kufiian . embaflkdor, that he reUn> 

quiihed 



i "In tJie feoond; toni; I. ftMidid.the whole l^i^ 
tfom in theriame ftitte offnbjeSion to Ruifia^ 
in mj firft «3cpedHaont aAd fataUjr an^o^ticm^, 

« 

BoottiQoriiaagv^tbeiuhjf^s^fi^mds^ wrote 'to^tlie cnlsaflbdolr tkatkk 
«iiifl9ttfty nw in doqi ffojedtton^ ,an4 rei^MAed iiim to pioiniiie the 
.'kang hb iufluefibeattbrttcbct dietj-intli wiiiiili he cdio^liody anfl 
'^ixtnceccbdkf apttbfioopflicatiofb < • 

On tfeds oecifioii 1 ckMnt oaut fiddiii|^ m interetiag anecdote 

fvfaidi delicacy :[ffr»tated flie finm difcfefing during tlie iives of 
tlie ptriNi* to'vAiom it M&ad^ «»ill difplajritf jdte eietmniiie.ibnfibtSkDr 
mfti^Sii^/si^ lileiMtftaktiaides wUdbr be Ubottred ifttiM( |i»- 
^fcraeeof tike Pliffiiiii nwhitfiilfif^ : t 

• The Mnjg^ laving' eovdefceadod te^ flievt^ us his vili3» jw he wne 
ondndiBg'ns.tlutMighJtlie npywr iuite ofapaitments, m:CQaip»tt]r 
wtfi coHAt tedkiibeisg^ i noiictd ^ book on &e libnuy tafaH 
^idh oontaiae^ the p^hwipal docunentt oil die pfirtition>o£Bbk- 
iand*. 'Sxpnffingmjrdiriofi^ti) exacxunea pubitcalion oatliif: 
inteitftu^ ^v«»fy snd addnijing aijtfeif to hh nugtfty in ^g^g^gs 
tlie iiiq^ intcmi^ed: me Ifcjr-placing his finger on hif lips, a^ a« i»^ 
^Sksatioii: of filente;, .and valfed into another apsotnent«. At the 
^onchifiott o£ ftippgy one -o£ his majefty'e 6fioeiB conducted m^t^ 
Ifao door ai the Hbiazy. Qnientcrin^ I found the king jdene^ fbodh 
ihgtqrthe fide of. the table. ^ I ob£erred»^ he. find, fioikting t$ 
fthr boel^ <' liiBt yon. teftificd graatcndoritf. to CKamtne thi& woriflr 
The abrupt manner in which I interrt^teLyoor in^niiies, nqjfat 
feribeps apq^cafc-rods^tifant .'Itwas uniriltii^ ta oonverfe on tbeihb* 
je^ before the Rnffian emhaflador. Hh tfam^ in an afledmg tone 
of voice, and a^. animal ftiain of elM|iitnc8^ adverted* to ^t^ma^ 

moftJof^eiI^ri)ffian^:Anftiian, andRiifl)an<^ 

«<lf Ihadtin^ htMit to"enpitiatooa4dw IbciethiftDKj/i^fthat 
eventful period, and could defcribe the menaces of the Ruifian^eoi^ 

' ' ■ * 

# RecdcU dtt- iad«a^M, jiotM ct Aitt prisca|Mui% ^iii ofli fxMlk «t 
acconpagne la Diite Confedcree depuii le iS Septanbre I77s>ipi*i X4ltfid 

bafiador 
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by a total dependance on a foreign power, its fad 
decline jrom its former prq>anderance in the 
North, and tiie .wretched conftitution by which 
it is governed. 

iKlirador^ the perfonal iMrtifieadons wliich I eftduvqd^ i^ the ce§^ 
tdntf of invoWing my fkaafy in rvdn, had I tcfaSed my. figaatare, 
it would perhaps extenuate my apparent itant of fimmeTs^ which 
has been fo much calumniated. This book contains the principal 
documents relative to that unfortunate tnmiaStOni and Is the«nly 
joftiiication of my dond^fL .' Yon will £ad therein the detlarations 
of the minifters of the three powecv thfcaHfifecrs n£ the Polifli mint- 
iten, and the four fpeeches which I addrefled to the dtet» in whicl} you 
will percnre that I did not conceal my ftfltSnenii^ sind that T opeidy 
teftified my repugnance to the a€t of ^i£tteiiteiaumt;V Hedienn^ 
^apitttkted the heads of his cdehdted fpeech <^ the joth of May. 
He dwelt with peculiar emphafis xm, that part» whm be appealed to 
the nation at large, if he had ever, brakfen* a finifle soticle of ths 
MEtA Conventa. ^ I demand of yout, with tbef ctei£ddiice cC Ifae 
^pRiphet^.my people* what have I done f Bei^old here I am^ witneH 
againft me. Whofe ox have I taken* or whom have I defoiudedf 
^hom have I c^prefi^d^ <Mr of whofe hand have I received any bzibe 
^ td-blifid mine eyes, and IwiU reftoreitt^ yois.**^ilBre,*^ he addcd^ 
^ I fat .down, and had.1 be^n g^uilty of oppreffipn or iraudt doubtiefr 
•numbers would have accnftd me $ for I w^ without fxipport, tani, 
almofE without a iii%Ie. friend to fpeak in ^my &vour/ A dead fi«- 
knce for more than ten miinites enfued].! thenrofe again, and 

conohidedmyjuftifieatiQttJ** . . ; 

. During this foene, the violencenif his embtkoxi aimoft ftifled h« 
-voic^ and tears^ ftreamed down his cheeks f haftSy taking up the 
book, he put it into my faaoda* adding, ** tiiis'iamy cwly apology^ 
read it, and judge of my ceoduft; and I an^ happy in prc&ntii^ 
it to m Engl i fhm a n whom I eflsera/* He then bowed» add I- re- 
tired. V . . ; . 
The imprefiion of this affefting fcene will never be erafed from my 
memory, and I keep this work ks a relic of thia amiable and unfor- 
tunate monarchy ' 

Although 
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Although it i^ foreign to myptirpofe to no- 
tice anv changes wiiicli took place in J^oland fmcc 
any departure, in May 17S5, yet I cannot avoid ^ 
Remarking, that, in 1789. and 17$0, lilie emprefs' 
of Ruflia loft her influence, withdrevir her troops; 
and recalled her embaffador; and' the natives 
. jftade fome efforts to increafe aixd difcipline their 
army, and raife their Confequeuce tn the cohii?- 

deration of Europe- .. , .; 

The permanent council was. aboli(hed, and fe* 
veral alterations introduced into the form of go- 
vernment, tending to emancipate the country 
from the influence of Ruffia, and^tofeftore it ty 
itself, if it IS poffibie to reftore a country, iu 
which faftion and anarchy are the charaderiltic 
features. 

But as long as the monarchy continues elefti vc *, 
as long as the nobles and gentry alone enjoy the 
right of pofleiling land, and as long as the peafants 
areflaves, all alterations in the form of government 
muft be merely nominal, and its effence muft ftill 
continue the fame. The king muft always be a 
puppet in the hands of his moft powerful neigh- 

• The reader will recolle6^, that thefe temarks were made whea 
Poland was an eleSivi monarchy} what tffe& the late furpriiing 
revolution, in i79i> which, if permanent^ has introduced ^xv btredi'^ ^ 

%tary monarchy, may have on this hit^^o convulied kingdom, is 

. an inquiry foreign from the pref^nt work. 

VOL. I. ' N bour, 



bour, and the nobles, ^n whom are vefted the fu- 
preme authority,* turbulent, and above controul, 
except awed by fome foreign power. 

In ?a6l, Poland has no nerve * or vigour of itu 
fwn, l^ut receives impulfe "from one of th0 fur- 
rounding powers, By the change of northern 
pbliticfi, the king of Prulfia, in alliance with 
Ofeat Britain and Holland, has fucceeded to the 
influence befbre poflefled by Catharine the Se- 

cpnd, and direfhr the republic almoft with the 

• •.'■'«,• -^ . . 

laine unbounded fway. But. the fate of Poland, 
lilfe; that, of its vaffal the duke of ^ourlaftd, muft 
ultimately depend on the" event of the prefent 
war betwe^'Ruffia arid the Turks, and On the 
$iial tendency of the negotiations, either to en- 
large or to confine the prepotiderance of Ruffia. 
m the-fcalc of ilie North. 
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• Sinc^tri^ife"k;ffeai<]y'Ht'M''nradc', "I^Man^ik^ 
no m6m ' If life'abfoU^ftirr tif iih^V<ii^ivy Mar ehV^ 
knd the fomation of'^'tihiv 'ct^iiftit^^tft'A 6k'tik 

flucnce;' V^tC but dfietiii)8firy'-;iW^iC^'''kf 
this ctlfis, t?rkt BfitaW;«ii'^'p4(^fe'<itTii' 
eniaijcipation of Pdlaiid/'HaVifig tufi^iiciif^Jif 
hoftile prehai-ations lagainft t^'^ffia, atirf AuM l>e- 
ingetribtiAir^d in tt cbnteff M'ith Ptante,' Pglandf 
*as fefitto'hetfatR 'The'etiipteiffi having dii^lfaV- 
td peace- to thfeTarks; * tiiM the king of ^rufeia 
ti-ith-the^dfti^ of Daiitfe^ck knd Thotn; i^^ich'tli^ 
Poles iiad ^reftifcd 'Vo ee'dle; as the'>fiefe b¥M 
guai-anty '"df^tlie-new cbriMtution." 'P^olan^ wa» 
qcconlin'gly ^undated \vh\i UnMti'kkdf^mffnn 




dcprlved^tteViof half her ' regaining ' population 
andtev&tiiie.''' '' " ' ' " • 




delherate band ^fPole^ iieaded '^y If'ofciiifkQ; 
ftiadc a conviiluve eitott'to regain, tn^* uiide- 




» ' '. 
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body was overpowered:])y:the Ruflian^ andPhiffiaa 
foree^^ tfee king coinpell^d to abciicate^. and the 
^hpl^ cpuutry- iijj^^ypprated: in the (lominions p£ 

topec^dj^fxa^tuliitj^^ reader will, prp^ 

]^bly']^e int^teftcd ip thjdfaj^ of the. amiable ^ipv-, 

1^i7i,9r|cUgary-ajn^^ cal^flpit^^^:evpt?. , / . 

^Afteiy^^is abdii:a,1<^^ at 

GpodiK), ,a kind Qf,ftate,.prifonec. ]^,B,is debts,: 

frets a^OT^ hiin a pftlf^ ,;?.j; Moicpw ^ but hq 
*eq«eft^'jp|?r|^ifliQfl ,!to jftjre..to.,Bop^^,,:whtrc 



(ribuie,jti)j ioptiie his regrfit(fpr;lus.lp^^f,Uth?«''t,>> 
nis depai-tAr^, when the invafion of Italy l»y th« 

yov'^lte^tjbjea. , Hc.;jj|^p,,d^f?red tp.tr.J4irfer the 

Pj^^- W vB^^- ^^.l^J^-^c^' 1 f At* -l^^^'^ °^ 
lVfepAr?fsjMerveui^^ 

ioy44' „A>e':.ejpt>er9f4f??tu^ned anf^iCwer with. 

his own hand, and iriVitcd- him to Pete4:iburgh, 

an inyutation which the abdiQjjited lovereign coa- 

. . - • fidered 

V _■ -An, 
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dtfobey^-i?*'^T rot • .::-^ ^f>''^ or; hr i. • r^r7-?\'jrrj. lo 
Staniihtm (aJtri^vedoitPtfterilmrg early m^VY^fy 
and .according to the 'appointment of ttie^lbvfe^ 
ii6ign;ifiiaed hia refidenbc t]i::theiinarbi6^fl[btde'oi^ 
li)e'bafikia£'tUe.Nevav^q "'ii *-• ' '•-'>'-■ ^i/uis" *7i 
Diirii^ the firft Vmtor 4ie i was - treaterfl M^ilf 
refpeft'andvittcntioniiby; ttev emj^eifeV artd'thd 
cQuii;. . Hil£ a^abk'dff]$ofition ted^liim i6 ilmr^. 
frequently, and M^ith apparent fatisfadt^n,' the 
fpleudJ^ a^amTements ivJiidrthe Ruffi^iii'i^c^ldea 
readily pr^redj foe fo diftin]^khecb:a;^i)Ta{i'gei7 
He YjiitedQit fiatikiiliardernislthe pfficip^' nobiUty/ 
and the aitlteadance ctf two pages .ib'Athe^ antiv 
chamber^ aione^ recalled to ! reeolleAron i hi s^f alien 
dignity ; hut irom the moment heieist^ned ith^ 
rodm, > he wa» oilly diilinguiihed as^^ )he stidt^kttii^ 
able man ia the fociety; : His ibndneiki&r'thea^ 
tnical :ainufeiment0 foUawed, :h!im <^in> ;lui:9retrdat^ 
he feemed ;tO' derive much plfeafurt frdm the-p rir 
vbte itprefentatioQs ^^^nby thtciidld«}/^and 
eyenifitb^diup a fmfliH:thmt>re in theiimurUe' fsuf' 
lace, f't,:\''\ r t ".^rij'.i'.ij « .Oc/; ;ir,7 -■... 

.'•'ft^'Trtight haye'faik, Withthtf <ifcp<Aedlkichar-d,'lA tfic'wordi 
•f hi$ favourite Sliakefpear : * i ' i i i -j l 1 - - » • { i ^ 

*WiiefewitH I feigri^Y I hardly yet have learh'd, " \ 
''" 'To4«fmfwt«i.flatter{lKMVilarfd*ttcndn«J^«i^5-"'^ ^^ 

\ '. pjyf <l*jro«< iffv^ yhge to{^>tof«|^ ,'j>:j:li.'. .'- 

To tlus fuKmiflion/* 
" '* N 5 HI* 



(^ HvbUiS^ for tlU*fin£ to» fm^'ediaaotther Ibutco 
of amufement, and he \yas permitted to Iflfemfel^ 
tlie f({Mf i%>^(^}piqi^' !i#hy?h^t«^f ise! ikyioidifnmiiht g:e? 

»oi»liw,rtjci., ; Sewml of thefe wererftfacepted hp 

m various paits of the pabuoe/dndltwo fiAtuds of- 
efe<ttti0totYVW^]m0(hx^ in^e placed in theifplen? 
did ha<tt:of(Stf .Geoipgje, ankl lacknotvledgad ^ the 

\t!^1[)«''ajft A bia i lieaBti > permitted;: to * (|al^ 'the 
(^ti<ikifi^io£ r^in^: n fiDdll)imt £a« 

vqaiitadtt)iifir, ^\^hio]|i be/had^pofieficxiiTAtkiiyi^ats; 
l(Od:;iDiWnr(roeQtioi«ed(»b^itHi :gf«a?t'idSfe^6ii, Sls 
bdviiigi«towedlhim)iipthendb mciircjits 

c^UstJitfife. )f!0ict1id^fl0jsoa£dns^ilwj^5t^ 
byJiisiaiklgde cattipiibiaflppioff^theliorfe/fpages,, 
^^WwBuirous foaatfe^ba wd Itecei vedrfram lYh po^ 
pui^od jo^St'l FbflsrflniTgb rthe^ ifailie> Jtiornduvis &$ 
Jrefc .ffbSbtJo tH* hripcwal*? family, i n j3teitj*fe fUb^. 
si^tfidl toftliisitreremdfi^li'aiiheT^ ^^lifcil^itlity' to 
the wiflies of the emperor, than from any fattis- 

of royal retinue. :-?r- . ..: :u:..... vi.t .. 

During the ftlimi«l,^'%hc ein^erbf ;dfl6^^^ for 
his refid^encg l|^ j^j^l^jg^ 

he had;.jyaf»f^l:^o^^ inhabited iwhilft * 

Crand Duke, and ^v'hldi'Wfta oilly diftaiit three 

miles 
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miles from tlie capital From this place he pAid 
vifits to the neighbouring nobility, attended. tJbe' 
court at Gatchina, and frequented ' the annuial 
galas at the Iin}>erial palace of PeterhoiF. r 

The king's family confified of hisfiffefyVidoiwr 
<>f John Zamotild, waivode of Podolia^ her daugh- 
tcT) and her fon-in-la\r M. Miniihec, who waar 
marihal of the court, his natural ibn, M. Chi- 
hotiky, who was hid aide de camp, a French eo* 
clefiaftic, and two chamberlains. Thefe, with 
perliaps two oT' three perfons nominally holding^ 
cilices in his eftabUfhment, were admitted ta 
his table. The ^ other attendants had grown 
old round his perCbn, and ferved with unjQiaken 
fidelity amidft all his a^idiions. Among thefe 
was a native Pole, who retained the national ha- 
bit. Although deaf and dumb, he was much 
employed by the king, From-lojig experieneief 
ih his royal mailer's habits of life, £(nd from ade^ 
gree c^f intelligence, not unt^ual in thofe d^priv* 
ed of the ordinary ftJtHJces of knowledge, he #aif 
cxtr^rhely ufeful* by receiving btders which nd 
indifferent peribn could eompreheildi aitti thus 
relieved tlie king from the officious offers of polite J 
ilefsj t(j X\ hich he would otherwife have b^en ex- 
. pofed. Hi^ kindnefs to this dumb attendant, atid 
the fatislaftion he expreffed m relieving his com- 
pany from frequent afliduities, gave a fut>ng 
proof of his benevolence >and politenfefe. • 

'^ * 1^4 According 
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' According to ' the cuftom of the country the 
king dined at three ; he occafiotiaUy gave enters- 
tainnients toinumerpu3 guefts, but ufually admit- 
ted to his table a, few perfons' whom he honouredi 
with familiar* intercourse; and on thefe occa- 
fions his fociety was truly engaging^ from hU 
unceaiing affability and flow of cdnverfttion.i 

The company, as ufual on the continent^ re-^ 
tired immediately after dinner. The king 
then \vent to his cabinet^ and. remained till one 
of his chamberlains announced the arrival of the 
more formal vifitors,. when he again returned to 
the drawing room. A circle was immediately 
formed, no one atteinpted to fit, the king fuc- 
c'^ffively addreffed the company, and on thU' pc- 
caiion alone preferved fome remains of theftate 
and etiquette oi royalty. At the cohclufion. of 
this ceremqny the king, if he had. no .piarti- 
cular engagemeiit, retired again to his^e^biriet, 
and in the evening ad^mitte^ his faijiiHar. vi^ 
fitorsi . and occafionally entertained them with 
<5Qncerts of mufic, of wHch ht was e^iti-em^- 
ly fond. Thcffe hours of relRKafion were |>^fti- 
ciilarly intereAing to thofe who had the. honour 
of enjoying his intimate fociety, as hh\ cour 
veifatioa was more unr§fer\^ed, and tendered 
highly impreffive by his benevolence,. T^fined 
Jafte, and the refledtioiis derived from the variouft 
|ncideni£i pf his chequered life. 

Hil 
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His •attachment, to Einglan^ continued imdi- 
tniniihed ; he was particularly inquifitiv^ onoiuj, 
domeftic ftate, and ;appeared anxious to afcertaia 
the praftical application of thofe, principles of. 
our conftitution, which he had colleded from 
Tcadiing, He always meationed v/ith great af* 
fe^ion the univcrfity of , Oxford, and exprefled 
cxtj^eme feti«faftidn,at'the honourable manner in 
which a degree :>vas conferred on him. 

He was particularly ftruck with examining a,- 
copy of the ilatute^, which- were Ihewn him by an 
Engli/h gentleman. '^ I felt at firft fiirprifed, " faid 
he, '^ to find, that a learned fociety^jike the iiniverr 
fity of Oxford, ihould retaiaJuch obfoletcfta-r 
tutes as their body of laAvs. Bat it is with t\m 
as* with your conftitution ; though much obfo- 
Idte matter exifts, tlie pradical operation is fqr 
the genaal good.. Nothing fcems to mark the 
idifFufion of fiamtnon fenfe^ tJiroughout your 
country, more than this circumftance, that you 
can 4canftitutionaHy bend to every ei'ent, and 
that, while your laws appear to a foreigner a mafs 
of confyifion, he fees order in effeft ariftng out 
of it.'* In Ahe courfe of thfe converfation, he 
ohferved, ^^ Your laws promife little to the ey€ 
of a foreigner, on paper; but aftonifli hini by 
their effect I think you and I know a country 
M'here the laws are very prettily written f ; but tli^ 

* Probably alhiding to th( codes, of Frederick the Second^ and 
pitherine the Second. 

fubje^ 
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fubjeft is little benefited by themi when brought 
into execution." 

He ftudioufly avoided all allufian to his regal 
Aation, and to the incidents of his unfortu- 
^nate reign ; and when by accident the recollec-* 
tion of former events was forced Upon his mind^ 
he betrayed fuch ftrong emotions of fenfibility 
und regret, that it became a duty in his vifitors 
to change the fubje6t of difcourfe. 

He was ftill more affefted with the attachment 
of the Poles, who on entering the room, at his 
private entertainments, ieized his hand ahdkifli^d 
it with enthufiaftic affeftion, - It is impoffible to 
conceive the painful emotions which the abdi* 
cated fovereign betrayed on thefe occafion^. • * 

Such was the geneiul outline of the king's pri- 
vate life, during his rcfidence at St. Peterftmrgh! 
But his fituation was- greatly embittered by. the 
ftate of his i^^ncesf^ and the capricious cdndu^ 
of Paul ' . .' ., * 

' Although his annuol peiifion of flOO,o6o ducats 
was punftually idifcteitged ; yet he fuffered nwich 
' embarraffmeht from the repeated clainis of thofe 
who had fupplied him with money in hi3 dJftref^^ 
or of thofe whoft faithful fervices and fuflferirigsi 
on his account, entitled them to his affiftance, 
pr indemnification, Almoft every poft brought 
' ^ letters, from his Poliih . adliereats, urging <Ie^ 
tonnds which' be was unable tor gratify* 

. ^ The 



• The falfen fovereign experfenced namerous in- 
ftanccs^ of humiliation: fi'om the capricious^ fove- 
yeigtiof Ruffia, which greatly affefted aperfon 
of his extreme fenfibility. At firft the emperor 
loaded Himiwith marks of refpeft and attwtion j 
but tHe eflfe^ of hisi arrival had no fooncr fubr 
fided, than the unfortunate monarch was fub-f 
joitechtx> repekted moitifi<^at^ions 5 and althroug^i' 
hjLiinan nature recoils -at the idea, forced* into 
publiC'-fbr the piirpdfe. of being infult^d. He 
was sO^ifefl iftTeii at court,' iHere his conftant atr 
tendance was expe6ied, remainirig fqr hom's un- 

nmieed^by^the fovetdgii^'f^ by his rank 

... » • • 

from <ih« foVeignmimfters7' every heart ble^eding 
fot his WWStiorr, %nd no otte'dariiig to approich 
iim.' ' '': ^' '■■ *' .■'. '- "'''"' •'^* ■' ' ' ' ' / i: '. ." 

He- Wis •ffi'agged to-wifc^fs the humiliUting 
fpeftiidle bf the €miJeA)i-S*^aidrdnatidn ttf Mof- 
c^w ; abd compelled' to hcfti* the recJtal' bf the 
tlft, by^Vhicbpart of hi^ klfagddm was 'incibrpo'*- 
Tat)6d' Wi<fe tti^ Riffiaft enlpire; At this cerenior 
n^'y op^i^ed" by fatfgie and a^tation^bf fpirits, 
hd veiitu'red to ' lean agaitft hid feat ; bUt the 
etApemr ftiipfend'ed the' Veti^al, and fent his aide 
♦d^ca^p^tb'bRlei^bimt6-nfe.' * ^;*'" '-' 

Dtfrlrig \}ie laft' year of his lifi?, the difpleafure 
of* PafrfMeH' on alt thbfe who ventured to foi-m 
part6f IjisTociety; "he was*^ accordingly deferted 
by the* B^iffians,: and ibarcely any but foreigiiers, 

and 
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' and afeiwof his own fubjodte, frequfented thepa^ 
lace,: Their pompany feeraed to revive his ipirits,- 
%nd h^ coiifidered ev^ry.vifitnot as a.' mark of 
attention, but of aflfeftipn.* / 

He appeared in public to bear this harfb treat*i 
xnent \yith magnanimity and compofure ; but in 
private, fuffered agonies . of mi^ad M^hich furpafe 
defcription. His J^ft W93 difiurbed,: hfl! was 
heard to groan moll bitterly, burft frequently, 
into tears, and vtter ejaculations ' to Heaven, 
which petrified wjtb' Jioprpr thofe wjhp flfcpt in 
the adjoining apartments'. . .. ; v « . . . 

For a few days before his death, th^.king re- 
covered l^ij> ipirits^ ar^^ entered, with apip^rent 
iatjsfaftion, into tlv^ yifj^sstlppij aui^d ai^iifemienfei 
of his little circle. The evening which prece^cled 
his diffolution, lie wa^ ui\irfually cpmpoijed and 
cheerful, f^nd avr^ng^: a .jnufical. party* for the 
fubftqucnt aftctrnoQUv! T^ic ^lext ^jiCiijijng be 
jp^ at .hiu. ufual hour:^( drank fiof^^, fi^^dfftij^^i 
.to lu& ^ -clpfet, wher^. ,he w^s fcaz^d, Hijfej «W ^Pr 
ple6lic :i\t, and lay |^e>i|ime before iie yiM dif- 
' .cjqvefi^d. All in^dffi^,, agiftanpe w% iy^gJ^^U^}, 

;^he-rcjfined Qnly a few, fy:p(iptoma Qf aa>imati<?a> 
and uttered fomeincoJjerfntwordsinthe French 

4^^SSf'^^S^ Avhich w^ejE interpreted by thpfe who 

• ,w ^i^ .pVqfent, ^ a^;i.;f |Foft t^rcall f^r hisiqcws^feflbr. 

The prjeft being fummoned, read a fe^jf ]? jsayers, 

ip,j>^^;hich the,k;ngappearqd^ tojofp wiJjiftjCyour, 

.... till 
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till he relapfed into ftupor, and foon expired. 

This event, which terminated the fcries of Polifli 

' fovereigns, happened on the a 2th of February, 

1798. 

The next* day the- body \^as embalmed, and 
after ivin<; fii ftate, was interred in the Catholic 
cliurch, yiih^royal and military honpura.. ,Qn 
this occafion Paul in perfon commanded the 
guards. wl» ^tended the fin>c^*al ; he X\j4ited 6n 
horfebacVr ^t ' the gate; of tli^ mvble palace^ -and 
on theapproaqh of the colijn ^ncoverefl.himfelfy 
and faluted'fs, it, paifqd- At the foJe^yi^aUon 
of Xjfii^ funeral, mafs was performed wUhi grcs^t 
ceremony, acconipaQifd : with a favourite piece. 
of mufic> . coippofed at tjie king';^ dcfircby Kof- 
Ipvfky, which had never been heard i;>. public. 

The family of the Jcing retired from Peterf-r 
bui'eh, 3,nd his attendants .>vcrc either ta,kcn,intq 
the epipero^--^; fervice, or received /malj p^nfions 
for the re jna ifidpx of thei r li ves. H is effofts^ were 
fold by public auction, and even his robes wcre^ 
not exemptejd from thjs huEtiiliating^iuftanq? ,of 
fallen grandeur. It ought to be recorded, to th& 
honour- of the Ruflians, that they teftificd : their 
refpeft,^by bidding largely for tokens of hispie- 
mory ; and tb^t his favourite little .horfe M^as fold 
for a confjdcr^blc fum. . . ' , 
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peCcnp^pn of the palice of ViUin(Ow.--»AecouBit of ip}u$ 8rf?itfti* 
Circujnftancesof his death^r— Intrigycs of hi«. queen. — PiviAoH 
and cabals of his family.— Fortunes of his chiIdrcp.-*Extin6liQn 
of his -name.— Gi^ncalogical tabic of his defcentlant^* '^ 
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A'UGUST 6, iryg*. t^'e paffed tJie'day at ' 
■ -ViOanov, wherfe we dined with princiE Zar- , 
toriftii' uncle to tlii king. He Is a vi^herable old 
man, near fouHcore, and Fives in-4lie true ftvle 
of ancieht liofpitality : he i« conftantly atteniled 
by his mvTT guards, -vihieh' I mention, not as be- 
ing pecidiar td him, whp' enjoys th^ firft bfRcei' 
of the republic, biit becaufe it leads me fo ' re*' 
mark; that ev^ry ^ Poliili nobleman may have as 
many guards as he can afford to maiiitaitiv ' Thd 
pifece 'keeps an open'tAble, at which there Jird 
fcldom iels'theh t^vifnty or thirty coVers. ' Itis 
annual irvenues anioUnt to near;f. 100,000, andl 
his ftyle of living cOliefpouds^ to this great -ih- 
toniei ' ' 

^ Viltanow was built by John Sobielki the con- 
quei'or of the Tuik^ and deliverer of Vienna; 
and was the f^.vourite refidence of that great mo- 
narch, where he moftiv lived when not in arms, 
and where he clofed hi« days. The palace, being 
fold after his death, came by marriage into tlie 
2 family 
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family of ZartoTifki, ^nd was lent to Auguftus IL 
M^ho confiderably enlarged it. The outfide is or- 
ij^amented with baflb relievos, reprefenting the 
principal viftories of John Sobiefki> which were 
probably adc^d by Auguftus ; for Sobiefki waj* 
too modeft and >unafl(nning to erect nionumenta 
Qf his own glory, ; 

The sera of Jo^n Sobieiki, fplendid in itfelf, 
appears more, luminous, when contrafted with 
flie darknefs which preceded and followed, Tlw 
reigiis of hfe predeceflbr and fugceflbr ^vere con- 
vulfed with intcxn^^l commotions ; but thefpirit of 
difcord and anarchy was laid by his tranfcendent 
genius. Undjer his: fiufpices Poland revived from 
the calamities which had long opprcffed her, and 
regained her ajiqient fplendoiii; ; fuch is the poM> 
erful afcendancy of a great and fuperior mind. 
His military talents require no other teftimohy 
th^Ji the vi^ory .of ^hplzim, tUe.recovery of the 
Ukraine, repeated defeats of the Turks and Tar- 
tars^ and the delivery of Vienna : while an exa^ 
infight into the laws and conftitution of his coun- 
try, a manly A»d - perfuafi ve eloquence, a love 
and proteftion of literature, an accurate know- 
ledge of foreign, languages, and an unceafmg 
habit of affability, moderation, and temperance, 
render him no. iefs- an object of admiration- in. his 
civil capacrty * But the monarch, who could 

.'., / ..allay 

^ Bifhop South; in faisa^oant of PoUnd, tkvtt defenbe& John 

• Sobidki: 
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alhy the ferments of pnhjic fat^tiori, could not' 
flipprcft the domeftic diffenfions of his o>\ti fa- 
niily, and the fame great prince, >vhb kept vt 
turbulent people in awe, and chaftifed the moft 

f 

formidable enemieis, ^ytis himfelf under the con-». 
troul of his confovtya French lady *, of ex'qtiifite 
beauty and ele«rant manners, but of rcftlcfs in^' 
tris^ue, infatiable avarice, and* inordinate ambi- 
tion. This unprincipled woman fomented a fj)i- 
rit of difunion and jealoufy among her childrfen^' 
and loaded her • eldeft fon with every fpecifes of 
indignity. She formed and fupp6rted an admini*- 
ftration called, by way of derifion, the Jewifh 
junto, and introduced into the royal houfltold a 
JiarroM'^ parfimony unbecoming the dignity of a 
powerful fovereign : in a \vord, by a iferies of 

SobleOd ; " The king is a very well-fpoken prince^ very «a(y of ac- 
ctfs, and extreme civil, having moil of the qualities requifite to 
form a complete gentkteftn. He is not only well verfed in all mi- 
litary affairs, but li^cewife, through the meaas of a f'reitch eihic^- 
lion, very opulently Itored with all polite and fcholaitical learning^ 
. Befides his own tongue, the Sclavonian, he underftands the, Latin, 
French, Italian, German, and Turkifh languages: He ^eligh'tfc 
much in natural hiAory, and in all tjie parfis of phyiic He k 
wont to reprimand the clergy for not admitting the modern philo-^ 
fophy, fuch as Le Grand's and Carte(ius*s, into the univeriitics 
a^d fchools/' South'sPofthumous Works; p. 14.. 

• ^arie de la Grange, daughte:' of Henry de la Grange captain 
of the. guards to. Philip duk6 of Orleans^ vid of Frances de*. la 
.<]}hartre, was maid of honour to Louifa queen of LadiiUus IV. . .She 
^rlt married Radjr.ivil prince ofZamoiki; and within a month after 
his deceafe fecretiy efpoufed John Sobie(kt, to whom ihe brought 
in dower a latgc portion and the faroiy of l^s fovereign^ 

Oifenfive 
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oflfeniive and wicked meafures, Ihe alienated from, 
her hufband the aiFedion of his fubjeds, and reu- 
dei*ed the tlofe 6F'hi& reign as odious, as the pre- 
ceding part had be^ri popular and glorious. 

The decline df Sobiefki's life wa^ clouded with 
^ffliftion. He felt himfelf a prey'to a lingering 
difeafe*; yet, iiiftead of deriving cdmfort from' 
his neareft connexions, h^ experienced an ag** 
gravation of diftrefs from the unnatural conteft^ 
cJf his children, and the intriguitig fpirit of his 
queen. The decay of his authority, and the in- • 
decent cabals for the choice of his fucceffor, af- . 
fefted a perfon of his extreme fenfibility, and 
hisfubjeds, inftesKl of lamenting, feeiped eagerly 
to anticipate his diffolution. Yet, in this deplo- 
rable ftate, the king's equanimity, foundfed on 
religion and philbfophy, did tiot forfake him, 
and he retained, even upon his death-bed, that 
mixture of ferioufnefs and gaiety, ftrength of 
reafoning and quicknefs of repartee, which fo 
ftrongly marked his chara6len Zalufki, bifliop 
of Plotfko, who was prefent when he expired, 
has Iranfmitted ta us fon^e ftriking incidents 
which preceded his death. ♦ 

Some alarmingfymptoms in Sobie{ki*s diforder,^ 
having awakened the queen's folicitude refpeCl- 
in^ the fucceflion to his fortune, fhe earneftly 

• His illncfs was a complication of difordcrs, gout,ftonc, afthma, 
drapfy. 

VOL. 1. o # importuned 
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importuned Zaluiki toprefenthimfelf tothe kirtgr 
and iofiouate fome advice concerning the difpo- 
fition of his affairs* The bifliop, finding the king^ 
in an agony of excruciating pain *, endeavoured 
to give him comfort and hopes of recovery. Bxit 
Sobiefki replied, " I forefee my approaching death ; 

mv fituatton will be the fame to-mcHrrow as it is, 

•i " - ■ 

to-day; all confolation is now too late:" theiJi 
with a deep figh, afked him why he came fo fel-* 
dom to court, and in what manner he employedi 
himfelf at his diocefe alone?" Zalufki, aftea* ex- 
patiating nponthe duties of his epifcopal offictv 
and the refourcea of literature, artfully turned^ 
the difcouife tothe bufinefsin queftion. " Lately/' 
he faid, " I have been employed in no very agree- 
able, yet neceflary duty : weighing the frai.! qour^ 
dition of human nature, remembering, that. a$r 
Socrates and Plato, fo all. men muft die, and 
confidering the diffentions which may arife 
among my relations after my deceafe, I; have 
taken an inventory of my efFe^tSji and difpofi^d of 
them by will." The king, difcQvering the pur-, 
][>ort of his difcoui-fe, interrupted him with arloud 
laugh, and exclaimed, in a; quotation from Ju-. 
venal t> [Omediciy mediam contuudite *cenam-''\ 
"' What, my -Lord Bifliop ! you whofe judguxent; 

♦Zalufki Epift. vol irr. p. 5—14. 

t* Juvenal; Sat. vr. 1. 40. " Open a vein.'' In applying tbb paf- 
iige, the king meant to infinuate that the bifbop was mad. 

and 



and good fenfe I have long eftecmed, do yotf 
lafiake your will ? "IVliat an ufelefslofe tff thne !" 
Not difcourjaged by this fally, the bifliop per* 
fevered in fuggeftihg, ^^ th^t, in juftitDe to his fa- 
mily and country, he ought without delay to re- 
gulate the difpofition of his efFefts, and declare 
his final inclinations/' " For God's fake," re- 
turned Sobiefki with a wore ferious tone^ ^* do 
Aot fuppofe that any good wiH arife in thih age ; 
when vice has incteafed tbfuch an enormous de-* 
gree, bs almoft to exclude all hopes of forgive- 
nefs from the mercy of the Deity ! Dt you noS 
fee how great is tjie public iniquity, tumult, and 
violence? all ftrive who ihall blend good atid 
evil without diftinftion : the tnorals of my fiib- 
j€6ls are overturned ; will you again reftore them ? 
My orders are not attended to while J am alive, 
can 1 expeft then to be obeyed w^hen I am dead? 
That man is happy, who with his own hand dif- 
poles of his effe6ls, which cannot be entrufted 
with fecurity to his executors ;. while they who 
bequeath them by a will aftabfurdly, for con- 
figning to the care of others what is more fecure 
in the hands of their neareft relations. Have not 
the regulations of the kings my predeceffors been 
defpifed after their deaths ? Where corruption 
univerfally prevails, judgment is obtained by 
money : the voice of confcience is not heard^ 
and reafon and- equity are no rpore." Then fud- 

p « denly 
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^eiily,gi\finga kidicrotis tu-rn to the converfa- 
tioil, he ^.\,<;la,imed, ^' What, can you fay to this^ 
Mr. WilKmaker* !" . 

,^ On the a. 7th of June, the bifliop. being agafn 
Cummoned'to VillaiK)w; the king heard prayers,- 
and v^s : particularly' ftrvent in his devotion.. 
Wjiile hc'was converfmg after dinner, with his 
ufiial i^aiety^ in the pi-efence of Zaluiki and the 
abbe Pplignac, he wasfuddenly feized with a 
llroke of apojJexy ; but recovering, . confeffed, 
and; having received, abfolution and extreme 
iinfHpn, e5q)ired almoft Avitliout fi groan, in the 
66th year of his age, and the 23d of his reign, on. 
the fame dav in which he was raifed to the throne. 
Ti^ name of Sobiefki is now extipft. My yene^ 
ration for this great man, prompted me to inquire 
into t]:ie fcntuncs of his family. . 

<; Sobiefki 1 1^*'^ by his ^ife. Marie de la GjaiTjge, 
three fons, James, Alexander, and' Conftantine, 
and a daughter, Therefa Cunigunda. 
. Jame« Ix)uis, eldeft fon of Sobiefki^ was born 
at Paris in 1 G6 7. He accompanied his father to 
the relief of Vienna, in the i6th year of his age, 
and narrowly efcaj)ed being (lain in an action 
near Banan. in Hungary. He afterwards, gave 
fuch fignal proofs of military talents, that on his 
father's indifpofition in the campaign of 1687 

. * Qwid ad hac> Damine teflitoentaiie ! • * 

f Thcabb6 Coyer lias written the Life of SobieUd with great 
fpirit s^d fidelity. 

' asrainft 
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ao-ainft the Turks, he was entrufted Avlth the 
command of the army, and received from the 
foldiers all the honours ufually paid only to the 
kings of Poland : a fingular murk of deference 
in an eleftive monarchy, which encouraged an 
exJ)e6lation of the throne. But hjs hopes A\xTe' 
fruftrated by his own indifcFctipn, and the iciir 
lefs intrigues of the queen, who, having concciv- 
ed the ftrongeft antipathy to her eldelt foh, and 
a no lefs violent predilection in favour of her fe- 
cond fon Alexander, facriliced the disunity of 
her family to a blind impulfe of parental par- 

tiality, 

Sobiefki had fcarcely expired, before the ca- 
bals, which even his authority could not fupprefe, 
broke out with undiffembied violence. The di- 
vifion of the king's treafure caufed indecent dif- 
putes and altercations between his wiclow -and ^ 
children. James endeavonred to feizc it by force, 
but Avas anticipated by the queen *, who, with 
the afliftaiice of the abl)6 J^-olignac, fcnt it into 
France.- She had three great objefts iu view : c'i- 
ther to obtain the crown for Alexander, whopi 
Ihe was fecure of governing ; to pppipt? the, 
eledlion of Count Jablonouiki, great general of 
the crown, with an intention of efpQufmg him ; 
or to favour the pretenfions of the prince of 



• The que^n fent 3,000,000 French 11vres«=£. 1*5^000, into France* 
Larrey, HiH. Louis XIV. v. II. p. 297. 

o 3 Conti^ 
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Co©ti, warpily fupported by Louis XIV. At s\ 
events flie was refolved to procure the exclufioi) 
of her eldeft fon, and in this point flie alone fuc-p 
ceeded. Had the family of Sobieiki been una- 
nimous, James would have been elected king'; 
but no fubiyiiffion * could foften the ImplaQabli? 
refentment of the queen, who, even when ihe 
found it impradicable to fecure the eleftio^ of 
Alexander, or to compafs any of her other de-. 
iigns, both in fecret and openly oppofed the pre-* 
tenfions of James. When the diet of convoca- 
tion affembled at Warfaw, the queen fummoned 
a meeting of fenators and nuntios in her apart-^ 
ment, whom flie addreffed, in. regard to her fon, 
with all the virulence >^^hich inveterate fury could 
infpire, and all the affected candour towards the 
Poles, which the moft confummate hypocrify 

* 25alufki b^s given r curious inftance of the queen^s implaca^ 
bility. ** land other icnaton Bccompanied prince Jame& to the 
(^een-s at pieltz, but her majefty being informed of ourapproach| 
retired precipitately from the palace to ayoid the interview; w^ 
overtook her about a mile from Bieltz, and ordered the driver to 
ftop, vbile fhe repeatedly urged him to continue his rout«: at 
length the coAchman» alarmed by our number ai^d threats^ ftopped 
the carriage. On bur advancii^^ to the queen, Ihe received us with 
great marks of difpleafure, and although the prince profirated him.^ 
felf before her, and embraced her ft^t with the moft profound re- 
fpe^, he was not abl^ to extort from her more than a ^<Mt a04 
^yafive anlWer. On his retiring^ with liis eyes full of tears, Iiifed 
fome endeavours to foften her refentmen*, which, however, had nq 
other cfffeft than to draw from her additional exprefHons of diignft 
♦nd indignation." Zal\i(ki, vol, III pt US« ' 
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cottld fuggeft*. " Although I am (jjfyt by birth 
a Pole, I am one by inclination, and am more 
attached to this nation than to my own family. 
Beftefl maturely whom you will raife to the 
throne in the place of my mnch-regretted huf- 
band, and I fmcei^ly recommend to you not to 
€\e^ one of my children. I too well know all 
their dii^ofitions, . and particularly caution you 
againft the eldeft prince James. His inconfi- 
deratje rafhneis will involve the kingdom in 
fpeedy and inevitable ruin." The bilhop of 
Plotfko, though her creature, difgufted at thefe 
appearances of unnatural rahcCur, importuned 
her to defift ; but ihe exclaimed with greater vio- 
lence: " Do not interrupt me ; I will never re- 
tra6i: what I have faid, as I prefer the fafety of 
the republic to my own interefts and the fplen- 
dour of my family. I again exhort the Poles to 
de6l any candidate in preference to ow t>f my 
children." This virulent oppofition to the views 
6f her eldeft fon was too fuccefsful : he was re- 
je6led by a great majority, and the choice of the 
nation fell upon Auguftus eleftor of Saxony. 

Afttt the defeat of Auguftus II. at the battle 
of Cliffow, Charles XII. determined to give i 
new king to Poland, and his veneration for the 
memory of John Sobie/ki induced him to offer 
that dignity to his eldeft fon. ' In confequetice of 

• Zaluikii voL III. p. loi* 

o 4 this 
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this refolutj^ Auguftus was declared by tlie pri- 
mate unworthy to reign, and a diet of eleftion 
was convened at Warfaw. James was then at Bref- 
law, impatiently expefting his nomination to tb^ 
throne ; but the ufual fingularity of his ill-fox- 
tune ftill purlued him : as he was hu^^iog with 
his brother Conftantine, on. the 25th February 
J 704, a detachment of Saxon horfemen fuiprized 
and conveyed him to the caftle 6f Pleiflenburgh 
near Leipfic. Conftantine* might have efcaped ; 
^ but, from an impulfe of fraternal affeftion, he 
voluntarily accompanied his brother into confinCT 
ment, and adminiftered confolation under this 
grievous reverfe of fortune.. 

In September, 1706, the two brotliers, were 
Removed to the fortrefs of Koningftein ; but in ^ 
December fortunately obtained theij. enlarge-? 
ment, on the requeft of Charles XII. at the com 
cluiion pf the treaty in which Auguftus li. was 
compelled to abdicate the .thfone. This abdica-? 
tion, howpver, did not reviye the pretenfions of 
James, the cleiSion having' ffiUen, during his 
confinement, ppon Staniflaus . t'ptziniki. Fvoro 
this period J apies paffed a retired life, and re- 
nounced all views upon the crown of Poland. . 
He died in 1737 at Zolkiew in Red Ruffia, in 
the 70th year of his age, and in.tijfi^?. as the laft 
pale of his family, the name of Sobiefki became 

• Lfliignicli, Hifl. Pol. p. 34£,* 

extinft, 

■ f : 
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lextinft. By Ms wife Hedwige Eleoriora*, daugh- 
ter of Philip William ele6lor palatine, he left t\vo 
daughtei-s, Mary Charlotte aud Clementina 
Mary.. ^ - ' , - *. 

Theeldeft, Mary Charlotte, married in 17.2S 
Frederic Maurice de la Tour duke of Bouillon, . 
>v^ho dying within a few days after the marriage;. 
£he efpoufed, with a difpenfatipn from the pope, 
his brother Charles Godfrey the. fame year. By 

him flie left iflue afon, the duke of Bouillon, 

• 

♦ Sifter of Elcdnora Magdaleiia, wife of the emperor Leopold*' 
James had been firft contrafted in marriage to the widow of the 
ldtd:or of Brandenburgh's brother, a rich heirefs of the houfe of 
^dzivil in Lithuania, but upon this occafion he firft experienced • 
that ill fortune which afterwards attended him through life. ** An. 
lenvoy was fent to Berlin to negotiate the marriage, which was 
agreed upon by the eleftor's and her confent, and the prince him- 
ielf came thither in perfon, with a numerpus attendance, to con- • 
fummate it. At the lame time came to Berlin the elector palatine*^ 
brother, prince Charles of Newburg, brother to the emprefs, to 
fee the ceremony of the marriage 5 hut this princefs, taking mor^' 
^cy to him than to the prince of Poland, gave him encourage- 
ment to make his addreftes to her, which he did with that fucct fs, 
that he en^ged her fo far and fo unexpeftedly, that he was privately 
married to her the ni^ht before ftie was to be married to the Prince 
of Poland, fo that prince James was forced to return back Thame- 
fully : whi^h the king his &ther refent&d fo h^hly,. that he wa^ 
refolved to have fatisfaflion from the ele6tor of Bp^ndenbur^, for 
fuffering his fon to receive fo notorious an affront at his court ; but 
the eleftor, knowing nothing of that private intrigue, juftificd 
himfelf^ and all animoiiti^s were ^t }t|ft s^djpft^ by prince James^ 
marryinjg his rivars iifter the princefs of Newburg, who was fent 
into Poland, and has two daughters by him/' Connor's Hiftory 
pf Poland, Vf II. p. I $8, 1S9. 

married 



married to a lady of the houfe 5f Lbitain^, a fad 
a daughter) who efpoufed the duke bf Rohan- 
Rohan. In thefe nohle perfons and their prd- 
geny the female line of Sobiefki ftill exifts. " 

Clementina Mary, youngeft daughter of prince 
J«meS) married at Montefiafcone, in 1719, 
James Edward Stuart, commonly known by the 
ndttie. of the Chevalier de St- George, the pre- 
tender to the Britifli throne. This princefs, 
though a woman of great perional And mental 
endowments, could not engage the affedion of 
herhufband; oiFended at his attachment to a 
favourite miftrefs, flie withdrew from his houfe, 
and remained for fome time in a conveiit near 
Rome. She . was afterwards reconciled to him, 
and died at Rome on the isth of June, 1735, 
aged S3 ; her death, according to the account' 
of a writer * attached to the Stuart familv, was 
occafioned by religious abftinence and toofevere 
mortifications: her remains were interred with 
regal pomp in the church of St. Peter, where a 
monument was creeled to her memory. She left 
two fons by the Chevalier: Charles, ufually 
termed count of Albany, and Henry, cardinal 
of York. Charles married the princefs of Stol- 
herg, by whom he had no children : a mifunder- 
Aanding foo^ after their marriage taking place^ 

' * Letters from a Painter in Italy, where her ftmeral and monu- 
ment are defcribcd, v. II. pu 56. 

^ flie 
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flie quitted her hufband, and took llieltet itr at 
coavent in the Tufcan domMiona, and, ; her 
<iuarrel bei»g efpoufed i^ tiae cardinal of YoTk, 
ihe obtained a feparalion for life. We may 
therefore fordee the extin^ftion of the SoWefld 
line in the Stuart branch*. The ample patri- 
mony of James Sobieiki was divided equally be- 
tween his two daughters. Having lent a conii^ 
derable fum to the houfe of Auftria, he obtained 
in return a mortgage upon certaih eibites. in Si- 
lefia, which, on the di vifion of the property after 
his deceafe, fell to the Stuart family, and were 
in their pofleflion when the king of Pruffia fecur-^ 
ed Silefia in 1740. But Frederic having confif- 
cated thefe lands, by right of conqueft, the houfe 
of Auftria never made any further compeniatton. 
Alexander, fecond fon of John Sobiefki, bom 
at Dant^ic in x€T7 ; after the elevation of his 
father to the throne, was ufually ftyled by his 
mother^ who adored hijn, the fon of the king ; 
while ihe affe^ed to call his brother James, th<^ 
ion of the great marihal Excited by his mo<* 
ther's partiality, and inflamed by ambition, he 
even afpired to the throne in oppoiition to his 
£lder brother ; afterwards however, more mature 
age having correfted his pafTions, and his mo- 
ther's influence ceafing to miflead him, he.de* 

• P^ died in 178S, 

clined, 



\ 
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ctined, from a principle of fraternal affedion, 
the acceptance of the crown offered by Charles 
XIL on the imprifonmcnt of James ; he refufed 
it with this generous declaration, "• that no in- 
tereft fhould tempt him to availhimfelf of his 
brother's misfortunes *. " 

Alexander palfed his days principally at Rome, 
with the queen his mother; but never made his 
appearance at the^pope's court, becaufe Cle- 
ment XL refufed to receive him with the marks 
of diftin^on which he claimed as a king's foa» 
The honours which were withheld from him while 
alive, were granted when dead : his body lay in. . 
regal ftate, and was interred with the fame cere- 
monies which attended the funeral of Chriftina 
4{aeto of Sweden. He expired in June 171 4, 
^ving alTumed upon his death-bed the habit of 
a capuchin^ from a fuperilitious notion .of enfur* 
ang his falvationt- 

Conftantine, having regained his liberty at 
the fame time with his brother James, married a 
German baronefs, maid of honour to the prin^ 
cefs of Ne,uburg ; a marriage of paflion, foon 
followed by repentance, and from which he in 
' vain endeavoured to procure a releafe by a di- 
vorce. Hedeceafed in 1726 without children. . 

Therefa Cunigunda, the daughter 1. of Johu 

\ 

• Voltaire's Charlej XII. p. 90. 
t Vi^ dc Sobidki, v» III. p. 176. 

Sobiefki, 
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Sobidki, married in 1696 Maximilian Emanuel 
cle6}:or of Bavaria, and died a widow .in 1730. 
Her fon Charles Albert, who fucceeded to the 
ele6lorate of Bavaria, was the unfortunate em- 
peror Charles VII. and. her grandfon Maximilian 
Jofeph expired in 1778 without iffue. Her 
grand-daughter Maria Antomette married Frc- 
deric Chriftian eleftor of Saxony, and the blood 
of John Sobielki flows Ht the veins of their pro- 
geny, the prefent electoral family. , . i 

Marie de la Grange palled the firft part of her 
widowhood at Rome with her father the marquis 
of Arquien, who was captain of the Swifs guards 
to the duke of Orleans, and promoted by her 
intereft to the dignity of cardinal. She cqnti- 
nued to refide in that city until 1714, when flie 
. retired into France, her native country. L^quis 
XIV. affigned the caftle of Blois for her refidence, 
where fhe died in 1716 *; above 70 years of age- 
Her remains were tranfported to Warfaw, and^ 
from thence conveyed, together Avith thofe of 
her huiband, in 1734, to CracoM^.and interred 
in the. cathedral f. 



♦ Vie dc Sobiefki, v. III. p. 177. 
f Lengnichy Hill. p. 3^ 
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» 

Coitifi of Pbland— Public library .-»^tfite of learning*— -Idtenture 
encouraged by the kiog.^— Wretched- admistfftnition of juftjpev^: 
Prifons of Warfaw. — Puniftiments for crimihal offiences.— Torture* 
aboliihedi — Laws relating to debtors. 

BEFORE our departure from Warfaw, we 
vifited fome objedis of lite'rary curiofity,, 
ufually infpeded by foreigners. In the palace we 
examined fome coins and medals relative to the 
hiftory of Poland. The count of Mazinfki, na- 
tural fon of Auguftus III. purchafed the greater 
part of this coUeftion, and prefented it to the 

The earlieft coin is that of Boleflaus I. fon or 
Miciflaus, the firft Polifli prince converted to 
Chriftianity : it was ftruck in 999, probably foou 
after the introdudion of coining into Poland. 
It bears no head of the fovereign, but the Polifh 
eagle on one fide, and a crown on the reverfe. 
The feries of coins is broken until Sigifmond I. 
from whofe aeceffion it is continued in an unin* 
tcrrupted line, Henry of Valots excepted ; dur- 
ing whofe fhort reign no money was ftruck m. 
Poland. I noticed a curious piece of Albert of 
Brandenburgh as duke of Pruffia. The Pruffian 
eagle is marked with an S^ to' ihew that Albert 

held 
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htld his lands as feudal and tributary to Sigif- 
mond. A fine medal m honour of John Sobieiki's 
raifing the fiege of Vienna, has this punnvng in- 
fer iption: UHem feroajiis et orbeni. I likewife 
obferved a medal of the prefent fov^reign caft in 
tiie late turbulent times ; it hks a well-eij^ecut^ 
fikenefs of the king on one fide, and on the re^- 
verfe an emblem of civil commotions, a ihip in 
a ftorm with the claffical allufion, Ne cede matis. 

» 

The public library next engaged our attention. 
The collection owes its origin to the , private 
bounty of two biihops of the family of i^li^iki ; 
commemorated by an infcriptjon over the door j 
" Civium ufui perpetuo Zalujicovnm p(fr illujire 
dicavit i7 14." It has fince received large addi- 
tions from various benefa6iors, contains 200,000 
volumes, and is rich in books- and manufcripts 
f elating to the Polifh hiftory. 

Poland contains two. univerfities, one at Cra- 
cow^ the other at Vilna : the former was under 
the direftion of priefts, called Academicians^ 
and the latter fuperintended by the Jefuits ; but; , 
in both, the courfe of ftudies was chiefly confined 
to theology. Since the fuppreffion of the Jefuits^ 
the king has eftablilhed a committee of education, 
compofed of members diftinguiflied either by 
high ftation, or enlightened underftandings, which 
has an abfolute power in matters of education, 
appoints profeflbrs, regulates their falary, and 

diredis their ftudies. 

Although 
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Although from the nature of the government 
learning has in no period been widely diffufed in 
Poland, yet men of* genius and literature, have 
never been wanting; and perhaps no nation can 
boaft a more regular fucceffion of excellent hifto- 
rians, or more writers deeply converfant in the 
laws and cpnftitution. Under Sigifmond I. and 
his fon Sigifmond Auguftus, the arts and fciences 
began to be diftinguiilied by royal patronage ; 
they were cheriihed by fome of the fucceeding 
monarchs) particularly John Sobiefki ; but no 
prince has paid them more attentioh than Sta- 
niflaus Auguftus ; and his munificence has been 
attended with the happieft efft&s. The PoKfli 
literati have, within a few years,' given to the 
public a ixiuch greater variety of ekgaut per*- 
formances than appeared in any former period of 
the fame lengths What i^ more material, a tafte 
for fcience prevails amoi\g the nobles, and begins 
to be regarded ^ an accomplilQnnent. The en- 
largement of nund, derived frpm this new purfuit^ 
has already ;^\«anqd fevei:al pf thefe licentious 
fpirits fron) thf&ir habits of bairbarous turbulence^ 
and greatly humianized .their civil deportment. 
It may in time teach tij^eisn thoroughly to com- 
prehend the true intereft of their country, and 
the expedience of due fubprdination, hitherto 
deenied imc9Jsnpatii^le witli liberty : thefe petty 
^defpots v/il\ perhaps^ be induced to lay afide 

VOL. I. p their 
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V theit impolitic coritfeii&'pt ft>lr th^ir vaffafe ; ^ey will 
-perceive that the burghers and peafeatS are the 
^fu6 fupports of their country, and that Poland 
-wants only juftice and order to become as flou- 
rifhing as the neighbouring ftate&. 

During Hiy contiiniiance at Warfaw, I inquired 
iii to the nature of of the various tribunals, and 
tl)e diflrar6&t modes of punidiment for- criminal 
offences : the occ^ficm of turning iny ^rticular 
^obfervation to thef&obje(5ts was principally owing 
to a cafual mectmg'at Vienna with;the benevo- 
lent MK Howard^ whdfe^ humane attefetien ta 
the outctfts of fo<iimy 4a^5 r^flefted ft* much ho- 
«nbur on^himfelf and his I count^ry.^-' Informing 
him that I wa4^ proceeding tothe n^ham king- 
doins,' 1 iatkna^an-'iiirtention to exainiae the 
;ftate of ^he-'pHfo^S a«d ^end\l»wi^ tk^ profefled 

ibryatibas.. Mti Mti^drd* appravol ^f deHgOf 

<qujeftion8 tending' %oi C^'ilitate nly inquiries. 
*- wAtfOiCious. crimes are puBifted'hy beheadkio^ 
fit ^ 'haJ%ing ; ^^ leflfer ' detlHCfueBcies by whipping,^ 
Jisirdrifeboiiivi^nd Im^rifonnlest:: the rffibfes ne- 
-«f f irffef ,any- Gorfipral ^riiflii5hefit ; btit arcf lia;- 
44e only"to iropJ?fonriient ftVid'dea^.' Torture 
«*va«-»b<Jliffiieif -iH-ff^e, hf an edift-of tfeediet, m- 
V<)aii«^%:tJieJ|Bfiiiei^"ol^.tei:iB0:} » regu- 
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lation which proves his judgment no lefs thai 
his benevolence. 

The defefts of the police are by no circum* 
ftances fo ftrongly evinced, as by the frequent 
impunity of the moft atrocious crimes; this abufe 
may be traced from feveral caufes. i . The greateft 
criminals find little difficulty in engaging the pro- 
teftion of fome of the principal nobles, who oc- 
cafionatly aifembk their retainers in arms, and 
drive the officers of juftice from their lands. This 
anarchy refembles the ftate of Europe in the 14th 
century, during the prevalence of the feudal laws ; 
when the great barons poffeffed territorial jurif- 
diSion, and were almoft equal in authority to 
the king. 2. The law, efteemed by the Polifli 
gentry the great bulwark of their liberty, which 
ma^ *, that no gentleman can be arrefted for 
mifdemeanors until he is convifted, notwithftand- 
ing the ftrongeft degree of prefumptive proof: the 
offender, therefore, if guilty, withdraws himlfelf 
before the completion of the procefs. Robbery 
and murder« and a few other capital crimes, are 
excluded from this privilege ; but even for thefe 
flagrant enormities no gentleman can be taken 
into cuftody, unlefs a6lually apprehended in the 
commiffion of the offence, s. The right whiclv 
every town poffeffes of having its own criminal^ 
courts of juftice, with judges feleded {blely from 

* Nemintm captivabimui aifi jure vif^uau 

Y fl tiie 



the inhabitants. Many of thefe towns being re^ 
duced to fuch a low ftate, as fcarcely to deferv« 
the name of villages ; the judges are neceflarily 
perfons of mean condition, and totally unquali- 
fied for the difcharge of their high offic^eJ Not 
only the powep of levying difcretionaiy fines, 
but the infli6iioii of corporal punifliment, and 
even of ^death itfelf^ is entrufted* to thefe con- 
temptible tribunals.. The chftnG.ellor Zamoifki 
has, in the new code of laws which he is prepar- 
ing for the infpedion of the diet, defcribed the 
abufes of thefe petty courts of juftice in themoft 
forcible language, and propofes, as the only ade- 
quate remedy of the evil, to annihilate the right- 
of penal jurifdi6tion in- all* but ni>ne of the prin- 
cipal towns. 4. There ai« no public ofiiceis whofe 
province it is- to ^K)fccute offenders in the king's^ 
name. Ilenqe, the niofl; atrocious delinquent 
generjilly efcapes, unlefs fome individual indifts' 
and brings him to trial, which feldora happens, 
as the piiocefs is attendedr with confiderable ex- 
pence. Almoft tlie only exception to this flagrant 
defcQ; of coipmoji juftice, is the jurifdidion of 
the great marfljali which is in force in the place - 
where the king rcfides^ and to thediftance of three 
Polifli miles, - .Within that diftrift the gfeat mar-> 
IJi.al can arreft and pi:ofecute for crimes of felony 
without arfy. plain tiftl In cafes alfo of higKtrea^ 
fon, certain officers of the crown, called injiiga- 
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iores^ are authori«d to cite lufpicious perfons - 
before the diet. • 5. The power which pladntifi& 
poffefs of withdrawing their profecution, eveir in 
cafes of the greateft enonnity : this cuftom fqreeui 
aU but the indigCHt fr-om the hands of juftice); as 
perfons of moderate property ate generally abie 
to bribe the accufer. This pra6tice, founded 
on a narrow- principle, that ' outragjes againft 
individuals ,are private^ not public offences, 
is an inftance of the grojQfeft fearbarifm, which 
all ci^'ilized . nations hav:e renounced: :for it i-e* 
quires a fraall degree of iegiflative knowledge tQ 
f^ercdve, that pri^rate Vt^rongs, when unchaftized, 
become highly injurious to the .communrty ^ 
large^ by affoixiing encouragemont to limilar of? 
fences, ^ 

In vifiting the prifons I faw the bad effefts of 
this ufage exemplified in a ftrikiag inftance. Two 
f>erfons, indided for the affaflination of a Jew, had 
remained in prifon upwards of a twelvsraonth^ 
<<rithout being brought to a trial. The widow, of 
the deceaf^d, upon whofe accufation they were 
arretted, having agreed, €0i the payment of a 
ftipulated. fum, to drO]> the fuit and grant them 
a releafe, their inability to fatisfy her demand 
was the only reafon for detaining them in con- 
fmement ; when I faw them they had juft raifed 
the mon^y, and were upon the point ofreceivf 
ing a final difcharge. ^ 



• From this iketcdi 6f the admmiiiration of juf-» . 
tice, the expedieocy of a thorough reformation 
is. apparent That able legiflator cotint Zamoifki, 
la the new code which I have frequently had oc* 
eafion to mention, has paid particular attention 
to the amendment of the criminal laws. But aa 
any innovations in the courts of jiiiiice, calcu* 
lated to produce efTential benc^t, niiil mate« 
rially infringe the privileges, of the nobles, and 
counteradl the national prejudices, the moft ufe^ 
ful code can icarcdy expert to receive the fanc^ 
tion of tlie diet. .... 

The laws relating to debtors are as follow T Thf 
creditor proceeds againfi the debtpr at his awn 
expence, and, Bntil the condufion of the 1^ial» al*> 
lows him eight grofchens, or three half-peace, 4 
-day for his maintenance. When the debt.isproved, 
the creditor is releafed fr6m the contribution r 
the debtor continues a prtfcpier, fet the tliicrelion 
of his creditor, > until the debt is difchargedj and, 
if he has no meahs\of fiibfilftence, is obliged to 
maintain himfelf hy cutting wood, fawing fionc; 
or cleaning the ftreets. ilf a noble contrails a 
/debt, an action: lies againfi his lands and goods, 
«ind not againft his peifon, unlefs hcgivesa note 
t)f hand with a double. fignature, one intended aa 
an afcertainmentaof the debt, .the other as a re-» 
ttunriation.4^f iiya. exemption from arrefia. But % 
noble of high diftin6tion, evcij though' he Aould 
.bind himfelf by this engagement, can bid defi-» 
ance to all danger of imprifonment. 
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i>eparttire from* Wai^lk^.i-.Biamfbclf.--^Entertainmcnt at the coun- 
teil ' of JEk^nJ&l'^s paiaice«-^bublLyi of. Iithaatiia.^Its union 
with Poland.— Defcription of Orpdao.— Difts.-^Phyfit giardcn.-w 
General prodii6tion8 of Lithuania,— •Account of the wild-ox.— « 
Of the R^mi* and its pcndWit heft.— Manufdftures.— Entertain- ' 

. m^tt^^-^^HofpitaHly of the Kks.-^Eledioh-dinner, and ball. 

BEFORE we quitted Warfaw, we received 
another infiance of the.king's extreme coi^- 
dcfcenfion^ .a letter written with his oav n hand to , 
the Poft-mafter at Grodno, ordering that we 
ihould he fupplied with every accommodatibu 
which could be procured, and be pennitted to 
vifit the. i»8ttufi|6fcojie§ »n4 every objeft of cu- 
riofitf, - 

W« quitted the dapital on the lOth of Auguft^ 
crbffed .the Viftida, and paffed through the fub- 
urbs of Pra^ga. About an EngUfli mile from 
Warfaw a foreft begins, and continues, with lit- 
tle interruption, to the diftance of eighteen miles. 
At Wengfow we obferved si fine corps of RulTian 
troops quartered in thq viiUge, Some of the 
places iu our route, though extremely \^retched, 
enjoyed their own police and courts of juftice : 
J^ey CQnfifted of wpoden hut§, iHoftly thatched, 

p 4 fome* 
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fome roofed with wood, and a few with tijes. 
The country was chiefly fandy and level until w^ 
arrived at the Bog, which we crofled at G ran ; 
the river was broad and fliallow, , We afcended 
from its banks a fmail rife, and found a better 
foil, and the country nKMre diverfified. The road 
was not unpleafant, running through Adds fown 
with different fpecies of com, hemp, and flax ; 
butVe never loft fight of the foreft, and always 
faw it fkirting the horizon. ' In many, places.! 
obferved the wood encroaching upon the fields, 
and young trees ihootingup in great numbers 
wherever cultivation had been neglefted. I was 
' informed that this is the cafejn moft parts' of 
Poland ; many traces of former inclofuries, and 
even the veftiges of paved fireets, being difcemiWe 
in the centre of the forefts. 

The largcft place we pafled through was Bielflc, 
capital of the palatinate of Pod^lachia, where 
the dietitie for the diftria is held : it is little bjet- 
ter than a miferable village, though called, in the 
rreooraphfcal defcriptions of Poland, a large town. 
Between Bielfk and Woytfzi, our wheel nearly 
cauo-ht fire, and while we ftopped at a fmall vil- 
laoe to'have it ereafed, I entered feveral cottages, 
which I found worfe even than thofe wretched 
dweliin^^'s I had before examined in the towns 
where the inhabitants were more free ; in the. lat- 
ter we obfei-ved furm'tlire and fome conveniences. 



6.0. ' B I A LLf S f 0€ K. «Ty 

in thefe nothitig but the bare walls* The coun- 
try we traverfed fVom Warfaw to Bialliftock was 
in general fandy ; but all parts were fit for cul* 
tivation, and many fpots had the appearance 
of great fertility. We remarked, however, that 
the harvcft, even in the moft fruitfiil tra6te, was 
but indifferent ; a circumftance evidently owing 
to the defe6k ,in hulbandry. 

We arrived late in the eventpg at Bialliftock, a 
neat and well-built town. The ftreets are broad, 
and the houfes, which are in general plaiftered, 
iland detached at uniform diftances. The fupe- 
xior neatnefs of Bialliftock is owing to the illuf- 
trious family of Branifki, whofe palace is clofe 
to the town, and who have contributed to 
ornament their place of refidence. It belongs to 
the countefs Branifki, fifter of the prefent king, 
and widow of the * late great general Branifki, 
who, notwithfianding this alliance, wannlypro- 
tefted againft theeleftion of his brother-in-law. 

The morning after our arrival, the countefs, to 
whom we had a letter fiom prince Stariiflaus Po- 
niatowiki, honoured us with an invitation to 
dinner, and fent her carriage to convey us to th6 
palace. We were moft politely received by our 
noble hoftefs, and were convinced from her ami- 
able manners, condefcending behaviour, and 
lively flow of cQnverfation, that affability and 
good fenfe are natural to the family of Poni- 

atowfki. 

We 
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Wc found a Ifttgf :f;(fi9^i^ tiflfeftib^, whoat 
the counteft had iuv^tgd tQ partbiRecof her liof* 
pitable boaid^ whrph was degaatly iupptied' with 
every delicacy. 'Aitiong-bther to{^ics^ tlie coii*- 
veffatioB torhed opoH our mode of travelling 
through a coisntiy fe podr ^ind wr eteked, ajid 
fo d^cie^ in comfortable e^commo^ations. 
" I fuppofe," faid a Polilh gentleman,', *' yoa 
<rany your beds with you;" to which we replied 
in the negative. ** How do you iteep then?"— 
" Upon ftraw, when we can get it ; and/ when we 
are not fo fortunate, upon the floor, ^pon ^ 
bench, or upon a table." — " You take your prch- 
vifions," returned the Pole. — " Very feldiMn.*' 
— " How do you live then?" — " Upon, what vp 
can procure: one of our fervants is'fent before^ 
and generally contrives to obtain foine kind df 
provifion, which may footh, if i^ iatiisfy, the 
demands of hunger ; but we have tT^v^Uing ap* 
petites, and are not faftidious,"— »•" You are noi^ 
however, without knives, forks^ and fpoons; 
for fuch conveniences are not kupifm (unong thf 
peaiants."— ", We each carry a clafp-knife^ ar? 
now and then fo fortunate as to meet with % 
wooden fpoon, and never regret the want of a 
fork." Here our noble hoftefs made a propofal 
to fupply us with knives, forks, and ipoons, to- 
gether with wine and provifion : on our declining 
this offer, flie pleafantly . replied, " Perhaps you 
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t^ttKT above aci^eptkig tlffni ; I.knnrtlie Exigiiih 
ait very haughty; irill you jiurchafe them?" 
Wer snade anfVer, we wete not afraid df laying 
ourielves under, any obligatioiis to a perfon rf 
bcT politencfe and generofity ; . Dut the objcft of 
our travels being to gratify, curiofity rather tlian 
appetite we thought ourfelres mofl likely to 
become acquainted with tlic domeftic occonomy 
cff the pcaiants, by partaking of their accom- 
'modation^ and by relying on them for the fup- 
ply of our wants. Willing, however, not to ap- 
pear rude in a reje6lioti of the whole ofler, we 
accepted a few bottles of wine. 

Tlie CQuntefe conduced us herfelf through the 
apaitments of the palace, which is a large build- 
ing in the Italian tafte, and, on account of its 
magnificence, generally caHed the Verfailles rf 
Poland. It was formerly only a royal hunting 
feat;. John Cafimir gave it, together with Bial- 
^iftock and other eftates, to Czarniefki, a general 
highly diftinguifhed by his vifl;ories over tiie 
Swedes, when Poland was nearly cruihed by her 
enemies. Among the curiofities preferved in the 
palace is a golden cup, which Czarniefki was alc- 
cuftomed tp wear at his girdle, and an embroi* 
dered falli taken among the fpoils after a defeat 
of Charles x. which is fuppofed to have be- 
longed to that monarch. Czarniefki left onfe 
4aughter, who married Braniiki the fj^ther of 'the 

late 
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late great general, and conveyed the eftate into 
that family. One apartment^ occupied by Aur 
guftus III. whenever he paffed to the diet of 
Grodno, is, out of refp96l; to his memory, left 
in its original ftatei. In another room is a fine 
portrait of Augufiusin his royal robes, with his 
head fliaved in the Polifli fafliion, as he appeared 
on the day of his coronation. In the afternoon 
we drove about the park and grounds, which are 
very extenfive, and elegaotly laid put in the 
Englifli tafte. We clofed this agreeable day with 
;9i fupper at the palace, and took leave, with re- 
gret, of its amiable and noble miftrefs, 

Augnft 13. We fat off early from Bialliftock, 
and after traverfing a continued foreft, came 
into a country more open, and abounding with 
com and pafture ; the towns and villages were 
long and ftraggling ; all the houfes, and even the 
churches, of wood ; crowds of beggars furround--- 
edour carriage, and Jews made their appearance 
in great numbers. At four in the afternoon we 
pafled tiirough fome wretched fuburbs inhabited 
l^y Jews, and ferrying ovei- the Niemen, which 
is broad, clear, and fliallow, amended the rifing 
banks, and entered Grodno, b^ilt upon an emir 
nence overlooking the river. Though Vilna is 
the capital, yet Gro4no is efteemed the principal 
town in Lithuania^ 

Formerly Lithuania was governed . by its own 

fovereigns 



fovereigns under the title of great-dukes. From 
that rif airy >)i^hich ufually fubfifts between conti- 
guous dates, the two nations were engaged in a 
ferips of pierpetual warsj until 1386; when the 
great-duKe Ladiflaus Jaghellon, having efpouf^ 
Hedwige and embraced the Chriftiaa ^eligion^ 
was rtiifed to the Polifh throne, and reigned over 
both countfks. 

Ladiftaus foon became a fincere convert to the 
Bew religion, which he at firft adopted from in- 
terefted views, and endeavoured to propagate it* 
droftrines among his idolatrous fubje6ls in Li* 
thuania.. In fubferv^iency to this great work, he 
cut down the hallowed groves, dcftpoyed the ora- 
cular fhrme,: extinguiflied the facred fire, and 
flew the ferpentst worflilpped .as godd by his fu- 
perflitiou» fubje6ts. A belief uni verfally prevail- 
ed among the people, that whoever profanely at- 
tempted to deftroy thefe objefis of theif worfhip^ 
would be ilruck with inlkintaneoud* death ; the 
falfity of this tradition bemg proved by the im-^ 
punity of thofe concerned in thf fuppofed facri- 
lege, the Lithuanians flocked in fuch crowds to* 
be converted, that the priefta* could only befiow 
feparate baptifm on peribi» of difiin£i;ion ; but 
diftributed the multitude in ranks, and, fprink- 
ling them with water, gave one Ghriftian name 
to each rank without diftinftion of fex*. La- 

• Cmmer,. p. 368. 

/ . . diflaus>- 



€22 TRAY XXiS tlV >Ot AH X>. S. ft 

diflaus, havins^ thus introctuGed the Chriliianre* 
ligion into Lithuania, nominated bis brother 
^ Cafimir Skirgello governor of the dtkchy, and re-» 
turned to Poland ; but a civil war being excited 
fiy the ambition of Alexander, fiimamed Vitol* 
dus, and by the difcontents o£-.the peopk, ftill 
attached to their Pagan rites, Lithuania was for 
fome tim^ a fcene of tumult and boftility. At 
length, by a compromife in 1398, Vitoldus was 
appointed greatnluke, and Ladiflaus contented 
himfelf with a nominal fovepeignty, 
^ In 1 40 1 the nobles of Lithuania aflembled at 
Vilna, and entered into an offenftve and defen- 
five alliance with the king a*d republic of Po- 
land. In 1413 it was llipulated, in a diet of 
Poles and Lithtianian» held in the,town of Hrod-* 
lo, that, upon the demife of Vitoldus, tlfe Li- 
thuanian* fhould acknowfcdg*' no other great- 
iuke but the p'erfon who fliould be appointed by 
the king, and with the agreement of the two 
nations; that if I^tflaus died without iflue, 
the-Pofes ihould eloft no king without the con*- 
fentof Vit^dui* and the Lithuanianc, and that 
a diet, comptofed of reprefentatives from both 
iatiohs, (hould n*eet at Lublin or Parzow*. 
Fh>m the demi^ of Vitoldus, who expired in 
U^ff-y in the goth year of his age, the great- 
dttkes weFe lemHimes, in conformity to ^this^ 

• DiugolTius & Cromer. 
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compaft, nominated by the kings of Poland ; 
at other times, in violation of it, by the Li- 
thuanians. At length Sigifmond I. fortunately 
united in his perfon the two fovereignties, and 
-was fucceeded in both by his fon Sigifmond Au- 
guftus. 

Hitherto the connexion between the two na- 
tions was more an alliance than an union ; but 
Sigifmond Augnftus having no children, and 
being the only furviving male heir of the Ja- 
ghellon family, planned the union of Poland 
and Lithuania, left upon hisdeceafe the two na-* 
tions ihould be again governed by different 
princes. After icme difficulties he obtained, 
from a general diet held at Lublin in 1 56g, that 
Poland and Lithuania ihould be confidered as 
one nation, that one fovereign fhould be chofen 
by both ; thai; the Lithuanians iliould fend nun- 
tios to the general diet, be admitted into the 
fenate, and have an equal (hare in the public ho- 
iiours and employments ; that no alliance fhould 
be ma4e with foreign powers, and no embafTa* 
dors difpatched wkhout the confent of both par^ 
ties ; that the fame money (Iiould pafs current in 
both countries ; and that they fhould have no 
diil'mdion of privilege or intereft. Upon the 
ratification of this union, Sigifmond . Auguf^us 
renounced all hereditary right to Litbuaniaa 
From this period the fame perfofi had been uni^ 

fbrmly 
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formly elefted king of Poland and great-duke of 
Lithuania, and the two nations have been in-* 
corporated into one republic *. 

Grodno is a large and flraggling place^ but 
contains no more than 3,000 Chriftians, exclu*- 
five of the perfons employed in the manufac* 
tures, and i,ooo Je>rsi It has the appearance of 
A town in decay; containing a mixture of 
wretched hovels, falling houfes, and ruined pa-^ 
lacesy with magnificent gateways, remains of 
ancient fplendour. A few habitations in good 
repair render the contraft more {Iriking^ 

The old palace, in whiph the ^ing$ ufed to re- 
fide during the diets, ftpod upon a hill of fand 
rifing abruptly from the river, tod forniing part 
of the bank : fome remains of the aticient walls 
ftill exift. Oppofite to this hill is the new pa* 
lacet, built, but never inhabited, by Auguftus IIL 
in which are the apartments^ wherein the diets arc 
held, or rather will be held if they arfe ever again 
fummoned to Grodno. - According to the treaty 
of Hrodlo; Lublin, or Par2ow, or any other 
mwe commodious town, was appointed for the 
meeting of the Polifli and Lithuanian deputies; 
but in the articles of unidji it was ftipulated, 
that Warfaw fhould be the place where the re- 

• Lengnlcby Jus Pub. v. I. p. 30 to 33. 
• f This palace became the temporary refidcncc of Staoiilaus Au- 
goitus, after lus abdication^ 

: prefentative» 
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prefejitatives of the two nations wete to affem- 
ble*. In 1673, it Was enabled, that every third 
diet fhould be held at Grodno, and in conformity 
to this law, the firft national affembly was con^ 
vened here in 1678, nnder John Sobiefki. But 
when the next turn of Grodno arrived, that mo- 
narch fummoned the diet to Warfaw : the Li- 
thuanians ftrongly oppofed this infringement of 
their rights, and their deputies, inftead of pro- 
ceeding to Warfaw, where the king, fenate, and 
nuntios of Poland were met, repaired to this 
town, and formed a feparate diet. In order to 
prevent a civil war, which this divifion might » 
occafion, a negotiation took place, and it was at 
iength fettled, that the diet of 1673 fliould af- 
femble at Warfaw, But be called the diet of 
Grodno, and that the marfhal fhould b^ chofen 
from, the Lithuanian nuntios -f. From that time 
the diets have been occafionally fummoned to 
Grodno1(/, until the reign of the prefent king; 
when they have been held at Warfaw ; this in- 
novation has been tacitly agreed to by the Li- 
thuanians, as well on account of tlie dilbtoce of 
this town from the royal refidence, as in cpnfi- 
deration of the troubles which coiivulfed the 
country §. 

• Lengnicht Jus Pub. v. li. p. 315, Sea 
t Vie dc Sobtdki, p. 19. 

} Grodno is now a frontier town, in the Ruffian divi£on of 
Poland. . • - , 

% In Odober I784> a dipt was held at Grodno. 

VOL. I. ' Q We 
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We carried a* letter of recommendation to Mn 
Gillibert, a French naturalift of great abilities, 
who has the fuperintendence of the college and 
phyfic garden. The king of Poland has efta- 
biiflied a Royal Academy of Phyfic for Lithua- 
nia, in which ten {indents are inftrufted in phy- 
fic, and twenty in*furgery. They are all lodgec^ 
boarded, and taught at the royal expencc. Thfc 
phyfic garden, which did not exift in 1776, 
made, when I paflTed through the towii in 1778, 
a very refpeftable appearance, which was owinr 
to Mr. Gillibert's attention and care- It con- 
tained 1,500 exotics, particularly feveral deli- 
cate American plants fown in the open air, which 
thrived remarkably well in this climate. IMr. 
Gillibert told me, that he had difcovered 200 
fpecies of plants in Lithuania, which were only 
thou'jjht indigenous in Siberia, Tartaiy, and 
Sweden, and that in the whole duchy he had ob- 
ferved 980 fpecies, exclufive of thofe cemmon 
to moft countries in Europe. He has lately 
formed a fmall coUeftion, chiefly conMing of 
the productions of Lithuania, and- is employed in 
arranging materials for a natural hiftory of the 
--duchy: lie propofes to begin his publications 
oft that fubjeft with a Flora Litkitamca, 'Whtch 
will be fucceffively followed by an p^CjcoiJist of 
the mineralogy, infefts, quadrupeds, ^arid birds. 
Confidcring the infant ftate of natural Jv now- 
ledge in this, country, the defign will require 
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great length of time and perfeverance before it 
is completed. , 

Tlije animals roving in the boundlefs forefts of 
Lithuania, are principally the bear, wolf, elk/ 
wild-ox, lynx, beaver, glutton, an4 wild-cat. 

At Grodno I had ^i\ oppoitunity of feeing a 
female of the wild-ox, probably the lame, qua- 
• druped defcribed by Ariftotle, under the name of 
Bonafus^ ftyled Urus in the Commentaries of 
Caefar, and called Bifon by fome naturalifts. 
. It was not full grown, about the fize of a com- 
mon Englifh cow, ihaped like a buffalo, but 
without the protuberance on the fliouldersj 
the neck was high and thicl<:, and covered 
with a mane, which fringed down the throat 

« 

and breaft, and hung almoft to the ground, 
fomewhat refembling that of an old lion ; the 
forehead was narrow, with two horns bending 
inwards*, and the tongue of a bluifli colour. 
The male is fometimes lix feet in height, and 
more fierce and fhaggy than the female. 

Linnaeus has clalTed the Bonafus^ the Urus^ 

* Ariftotle defcribes the horns of the Bonafus as yaju^J* mi mh^' 
jjiS9i flrgof «xxijx«, " crooked and bending forwards each otbep,^^ A cir- 
cumftanoe which feems to have puzzled commentators upon Arif^ 
tolle, who did not confider tliat the figui*e of the horns varies ex- 
ceedingly in the fame fpecies, in a wild or tame ftate* and cannot 
' be admitted as forming a fpeciiic difference. 8ec Arift. Hift. Anim. 
L. IX. c. 45. alfo Camus Hift. des Animaux, cited in Maty*s Re- 
view for April 1783, p. 313, &c. 
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and the Bifon (probably the fanle animal with 
diiFerent names) under three. fpecies;Buffon re- 
duces them to two, the Urus and the Bifon ; 
but Pennant has comprifed them all under one 
fpecies*. Hi*s opinion has been lately adopted 
by Pallas, in a curious differtation publifhed in 
the A6ls of the Imperial Academy of Sciences of 
St. Peterfburo-h. He informs us, that this fpecies 
of the wild-ox, which was formerly Very common 
in Europe, exifts no where on that continent, ex- 
cept in thefe Lithuanian forefts, in fome parts of 
the Carpathian mountains, and perhaps of the 
'Caucafus. He agrees alfo with BuflFon, in fup- 
pofing the bifon or wild-ox of America only a 
variety of theurt^s changed by the dimatet. 

Lithuania is very rich in ornithology: among 
the birds of prey tte eagle and' vulture are com- 
■mon. The RemizX or little fpecies of titmoufe, 
called Parus Pendiilinus, is not unfrequently 
found in thefe parts. The head is of a pale bluilh 
afh-colour, the forepart pf the neck and the 
breaft tinged with red, the belly white, wings 
hlack, back and rump of a yellowifli ruft-colour, 
. quUl-feathera .ciuereous, with the exterior fides 

. • Syftema N*tur«.: Buffon's Hift. Nat. Pennant's Hift. of 

t Sur le Buffle a Queue dc qfieval in Nov. Aft. Pet. 1771- 
Part II. p. 232, &c. AJfo in his Neue Nord. Beytrage, p. 2. 
: t I am indebted to that able naturalift, Mr. Pennant, for thia 
' dcfcription cf the Remiz, and for the annexed plate^ 

' ; \rhite, 
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white, the tail ruft-coloured. The male is fincru- 
larly diftinguiihed from the female by a pair of 
black-pointed whifkers, 

Thj^ neft is in the iliape of a long purfe, whicK 
it forms with amazing ait, by interweaving 
down, goffamer, and minute fibres, in a compaft 
manner, and lining the infide with down, fo as 
to make a wann lodge for its young brood. The 
entrance is at the fide, fmall and round, with the 
edge more ftrongly marked than the reft of this 
curious fabric: the birjJ, attentive tp" the pre- 
fervation of its eggs and nefdings^ fuTpends it 
at the leffer end teethe extremity of the flendei' 
twigs of a willow, or fome other tree, over .a 
river. Contrary to the , cuilom of titmice, it 
lays only four or five eggs ; polTibly Providence 
hath ordained this fcantinefs of egg^ to the Re- 
miz; becaufe \)y the Angular inftindl imparted to 
this bird, it is enabled to fecure its young much 
more effe6kially from deftru6lion, than the other 
Ipecies, which are very prolific. 

Mr. Gillibert acquainted me that a great 
quantity of yellow amber is frequently dug up 
in the Lithuanian forefts, and that it is probably 
the prododionof a fmall refinous pine*. He 

informed 

• Naturalifts have long differed concerning the origin of amber. 
Some maintain it to be an aaimal fubftance, others clafs it among 
the minerals ; fbme aflert, that it is a vegetable oil united with a 
mineral acid ; but the moft common opinion feems to b^ that it is a 

' Q 3 ' foflll 
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informed me that the duchy abounds in iron 
ochre, called by Linna?us Tophus humofo ochrea-^ 
ceus^ and dpfcribed by Wallerius* linderthe ar- 
ticle of Fi^rrum limofum, which produces forty 
pounds of metal in a hundred weight ; that it 
yields alfo ftveral fpecies of copper and iron py-- 
rites; black agate, which always bears a refem- 
blance to the roots of pines f; detached mafles 

fofliJ tfttumcn, A few, with Mr, Gyiibert, hold it to be the reij[- 
jious juke of .a pipe hardened by age: an opinion alfo maintained 
by the ancient Romans. Amber is moft ufual!y found upon the 
fea coaft, and though frequently difcovered federal feet beneath .the 
furface of the ^ound, yet has been fiipptofed to have never been 
.dug up at any confiderable diftance from the feaj a.circumltance 
which has ledfeveral naturalifts to conjedlure, that it owes^ in a 
great meafure, its produ6lion to that element. Butthife hypothecs 
IS confuted by f he. difcovcry of thefe large pieces of axnber in the 
-heart of the Lithuanian forefts far- from any fea. See Plin. Hift. 
Nat. L. 37. Se6l. XI, Tacitus de Mor. Germ. Macquer's Chy- 
miftry, v. II. p. 2c6. Biftiop of LandaiF's (Dr. Watfoh) Efra3rs 
on Chym. v^III. p* 12. and particuUrly Wallerius Syft. Min. v. II. 
p. 1 1 5—1 17« where tlie reader will finfi a lift of the principal natura- 
lifts, who have written upon Amber. 

* Wallerius Syft. Min. v. II. p. 2J5. • ' 

f Mr. Gillibert thus defcribes t!idfe,aga{es iji jtji^ ; Afts of the 
Impjeria) Academy of Sciences. " M. Qillibert dans, une lettre a 
M. le Proftlfeur Pallas, parle d'une petrification tres remarquable, 
' commune dans ce pays [Lithuania], laquellc eft agathe par (a na- 
ture, maisrefemble parfaitemtnt par fa forraei a de? racipes d^if- 
pins pctrjii^es. Les racines agatifees font bandees de noir- autour 
de leur axe, et incruftecs d^me ccorfe grife ou blanch atre. On en 
trouve ^ dcmi petrifi^es ; et toutcs donnent uhe odeur empyreuma- 
rique au feu, qui provient d'un rcfte de principe bitvimen(^x. 
' D'Ailleur:J toutes les petrifications d'originp marine fe trotivent 
agatifees danfr ce pays convert d'un fable fin, dont les eaux peuypnt 
cxtraire un principe petrifiant d^ jettc nature," Nov. Aft. Acad, 
Pet. for 1777, p. 45. 
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•of red and gray: granite; pudding ftones, conf 
taining c^ryftals of white quartz ; the echinus 
agatized; a large quantity of falfe precious 
.ftones, fuch as amethyftii, topazes, garnets, alfo 
chalcedonies, 'corntelians, . milky agates, the 
^oculus cattij or cat's eye, jafpers, ^nd particu- 
larly the red fpecies. Lithuania, he added, i^ 
^extremely rich in marine ; petrifk6lions, chiefly^ 
in thofe which are common in the Baltic; 
of th^fethe madrepores are the moft numerous, 
and amongft others the Corallinum Gothlandi- 
cum is not uncommon, which is defcribed in the 
'firft volume of the^ Amos7iitates\Acadenncce'^ sls 
extremely rare. - 

The next morning we vifited the manufa6fco- 
ries eftabliihed by the king in 1776. They were, 
carrying on in wooden iheds, built by Auguf- 
tus III. for ftablei, which w^pre converted into 
• temporary working loom^, and dwelling houfes 
fQi<the accommodation of the manufafturers. It 
was expefted that the whole eftablilhment would 
be foon removed to Loffona, a village near Grod- 
no, where convenient buildings, conftrufting at 
the king's expence, w^re nearly finiflied. The 
principal mauufa6hires are cloth and camlets, 
Imen and cottons, filk ftuifs, embroidery, filk 
ftockings, hats, lace, fire arms, needles, cards, 
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bleaching wax, and carriages. The country fur- 
niflies fufficient wool, flax, hemp, beavers hair, 
and wax, for the fupply of the manufa^ories 
which employ thofe commodities ; but the filk 
cotton, iron, colours, gold and filver for the 
embroidery, and fine thread from Bruflels for the 
lace, are imported. 

Thefe manufaftories employ 3,000 perfons, in* 
eluding thofe difperfed in the contiguous villages, 
who fpin linen and worftei Seventy foreigners 
dired the different branches ; the reft are natives 
belonging to the king's demefnes. The appren- 
tices are the children of Polifli peafants, who are 
clothed and fed, and have befide^ a fmall allow* 
ance in money. The dire6lors complain that 
there is no emulation, among th^m, and that, al- 
though better fed and . clothed than the other 
peafants, yet they cannot excite them to induftry 
by any other means than force. .Nor is this a mat- 
ter of wonder ; for they ft ill continue in sl ftate 
, of fervitude, and are apprehenfive, left they ihould 
be deprived of their profits ; it has frequently 
happened, that any little.pjttance gained by their 
labour, has been wrefted from them, in order to 
pay the quit-rents which their parents owed to 
•their lords. One of thefe apprentices, more 
flirewd than the reft, faid tp the diredor, who 
was trying to ftimulate her induftry, " What ad- 
vantage fliall I obtaiixif J:foUow ^our advice? 

let 
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let me become ever fo Ikilful in my trade, I fliall 
always continue fubje^t to my mafter : the labour 
will be mine, an^l the profits his." Moft of 
them appeared with a fettle.d .melancholy in 
their countenances, and they evidently work- 
ed froih compulfion, not from inclination,. As 
fbme remedy to this evil, it has been propofed, 
after a certain term of years, tq give liberty tp 
tbofe who particularly excel, and diftinguiih 
themfelves by e;itraordinary exertions.. But thig 
humane propofal has been rejeAed, from a notion 
that fuch perfons,, 9nce free, would no longer 
continue to work ; anjd tha:t by thefe means the 
TOariiifaSories would be deprived of the beft 
hands. Though this inconvenience might occa- 
iionally take place; yet the encouragement of 
fuch a regulation, by exciting alacrity and induf* 
try, would create a greater number of artifts than 
it would emancipate. 

Thefe manufaftories are ftill in their infancy ; 
Jxut the inftitution reAe6ts a confiderable luftrc 
upon the royal founder; more particularly as his 
attention was not withdrawn from them durinsr 
the civil convulfions which lately ihook his 
throne. 

On the firft evening of our arrival at Grodno, 
a Polifli nobleman, to whom we were introduced 
by Mr. Gillibert, invited us to fupper with great 
franknefe anci cordiality. After an hour's con- 

verfation, 
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verfation, he configiied us to tte care of his wife 
and retired; nor dier'lie agaiil'tnakc^ his appear- 
ance the whole ^'enin^. This feemi'n^ i'natteri- 
tion, fo'cbntrary to the poKtehefs of the invita- 
tion, 'occafidtit!(t it firft fome^ftrrprize; but avc 
after\v^ards founds that good manhers equally di- 
refited his behaviour in both itiftancfes. Havius: 
before our arrival invited fbtrie Polifh'getitlemen 
to fup with him, who couldn^t converfe' in 
Tiench; and who draiik freely, he juilly thought 
that we' fhqukr pafs ' a more agreeable evening 
with the ladies. We ha(d a fmall party at fup^ 
'per, which was chearful and agreeable^ for the 
Pble^ are a: lively people, and the women in ge* 
Herat amiable and well bred. ' ' - 

We dined the following day with count Ty»- 
ftnhaufen vice-chancell6r of Lithuania ; it was 
an eledion-dinner previous to the dietine, whrch 
w^as to affemble at Grodno,* to chufe reprefenta-^ 
tiyes for flie approaching diet.; Tliere wei^e eighty 
nobles "at table, all, a few* e:icepted, in their na*' 
tional drefs, and with their heads fliaved in the 
Polifh fafliion. Before dinner they fainted the 
count with great refpeft, fome kifling the hem of 
his garment, others (looping down and embrac- 



ing his legs. 



In the evening the count gave abalVconclud- 
ed by an elegant fiippcr. The company amufed 
themfelves Mith Polifli and Enslifh countrv 

dances. 
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dances. , The Pollfli dances are flmple, falit not 
deficient in grace, accompanied by a moft pleaf- 
ing air': the company ftand in pairs;' the fifft 
man leads his partner round the,rooih in a kind 

of ftep not much unlike that of a minuet, he then 

• • ■ ■ 

quits her hand, makes a fmall circle/joins hands 
again, and repeats- the fame movements until the 
concltifion. TJie fecond couple began as foon as 
the firft had advanced a few fteps, an^ was quickly 
followed :bv the ^remainder,. fo that all the p^r- 
ties ghded after one another at the fame time. 
The Poles are v^ery fond of this dance : although 
it has little variety, they continued it for half an 
hour Avithout intermifiipn, and frequently re- 
newed it during the couifq of the evening. The 
intervals were filled with Englifli country dances, 
which they performed with equal expertnefs, and 
and with no lefs delight. An elegant fupper, tcr 
which only a fele6l party wajs invited, agreeably 
concluded the entertainmeut of the day. 

The count politely preffed us to continue fomc 
time at Grodno, and take up our abode in his 
houfe ; but being anxious to arrive at Peterfburgh 
before the commencement of the winter, we decline 
ed the invitation, which we ihould othcrwife have 
accepted with pleafure. Some of the company, 
however, kindly endeavoured to detain us by 
privately defiring the coach-maker employed in 
Blending o^ir carriage to ^Jcecute thp commiffionr' 

in 
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in a dilfitory manner, and although we accident- 
.ally difcovercd this prQJe6i, we did not obtain the 
neceffary repairs withoutthe moft urgent remon- 
ilrances. To fpare our acquaintance the trouble jof 
making, and purfelves the^pain of reje6iing, any 
further . folicitatjons, we deemed it expedient to 
depart in the night without appridng any one of 
ourdefign. ^ j, ' 

It was our intention to proceed'to Vilna • biit 
.as this was the time. of elcfting '^nuntios, the 
poilmafter informed us, that for wapt of horfes 
we ihould be delayed at fome wretched village ; 
we therefore unwiUingly altered oiir route, and 
to our great difappointment, as we much wiflied 
to vifit the capital of Lithuaiiiai 
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Continuation of the tour through the duchy of Lithuania. — Num-, 
ber of Jews.— Badnefsof the roads and want of accommodations.— 
Clofe of the dietii^e at Minflc.— Poverty and wretchednefs of the 
natives.— Comparative view of the Swifs and Polifti peafantswr- 
Remarks on the Plica Polonica. 

IN our route through Lithuania we were ftruck 
AVith the Avarms of Jews, -who, though very 
numerous in every other part of Poland, feem to 
have fixed their head-quarters in this duchy- \£ 
you aflc for an interpreter, they bring you a Jew ; 
if you come to an inn, the landlord is a Jew ; if 
you want poft-horfes, a Jew procures theni, and 
a, Jew drives them ; if you \rifli to purchafe, a 
Jew is your agent : this perhaps is the only coun- 
try in Europe where Jews cultivate the ground ; 
and we frequently faw them engaged in foMdng, 
reaping, mowing, and other works of hufbandry. 
The roads in Lithuania are entirely neglededy 
being little bettei* than by-paths winding through 
the thick foreft without the lead degree of arti- 
ficial direftion : ,they are frequently fo narrow ais 
fcarcely to admit a carriage ; cbntinually ob- 
ftrufted by ftumps and roots of trees, and in many 
parts fo exceedingly fandy, that eight fmall 
horfes could fcarcely drag us along. The paliilions 



* were 
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were frequently boys of ten Or t\>Tlve years of 
age,, h^rdy lads, vho rode pofts of twenty and 
even thirty Engliih miles Avithout a faddle, and 
with fcarcely any covering except a fhirt and a 
pair of linen drawers. The bridges acrofs the 
rivulets were fo weakly conftrufted, and fa old,, 
that they feemed ready to crack with the weight 
of the carriage, and we thought ourfelves for- 
tunate in paffing them without an accident. 

Some travellers have remarked, .that the forefts^ 
through which our route lay, are fet on fire by 
lightning or other natural caufes, and blaze for 
a confiderable time. We at firft conceived this 
reprefentation to be well-founded, as we difco* 
vered in many parts evident traces of extenfive 
conflagrations. On inquiiy, however, we were 
informed, that the peafants, being obliged an- 
nually to furniih their landlords with a certain 
quantity of turpentine, burn j:he trunks of the 
pines while (landing, and catch it as it ooze^ from 
the ftems. We obferved few trees without marks 
of fire upon them : fom.e were quite blacky and 
nearly charred to cinder; fome half-burnt ; others 
confidcrably fcorched, but continuing to vege- 
tate. 

Auguft 15. After twenty hours- inceffant tra- 
velling M^e arrived late in the evening at Bielitza, 
vhich is diftant ninety miles from Grodno, and 
fet xxut before day-bre^ak^ anxious, to reach Minflc 

on 
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on the mornii\g of the I7th, when ja ilietine fpr 
the ele<5lion of nunlios was to be aflembled. W'C 
.flopped a fliorttime at Novogrodec, which i$ all 
built of wood, except two ox three ruinous brick- 
houfes, a convent that belonged to the Jefuits, 
and fome mouldering ftonerwalls furrounding a 
.fnaall eminence, crowned with the remains of an 
,old citadel. Near Novogrodec wepaffed a large 
number of bairows, M'hich.the peafants call 
Swedifli burying-places. In this part the coun- 
try was lefs fandy, of a richer foil, and fome what 
diverfifiedAvith hilt and dale; thefdhtary extent 
of the forefts was. more thap. ufually intcrfperfed 
Avith villages, and dotted with fields of pafture, 
in which we obferved numerous herds of cattle. 
. On our arrival at the fniall village of Mir, we 
.found that our original intention of reaching 
Minfk by the next morning a\ as fcarcely pracli- 
cable, even if wc continued our journey during 
the night. The diftance was between fixty and 
feventy miles, the night e-xtremely dark, the roads 
bad ; and we were informed, that we fliould be 
. obliged to crofs feveral bridges not paffable evai^ 
in the day without the utmoft circumfpedlion. 
Our defire therefore of being prefent at the elcc- 
,tion of nuntios gave M^ay to thcfe fuggeftions, 
Jtiid we facrificed the gratification of our curiofity 
to the confiderations of peyfonal fafety. Tl^e 
.pieafures of Mir certainly offered no induce- 
ment 
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ment for delay : the poverty of fhe inhabitant* 
denied a fcanty fupply of the moft ordinary re-' 
frefliments ; the higheft entertainment which the 
place afforded being a fufpenfion of the dangers 
of travelling, and the fum of ouf comforts an 
intermiffioh of fatigue. 

The badnefs of our accommodations at Mir 
led us to confider Minfk (where we arrived on 
the evening of the 1 7th) as the feat of tafte and 
luxury. We there experienced comforts to which 
we had lately been ftrangers ; a neat white-waflied 
room with a brick floor, ho fleas or flies, plenty 
of clean flraw, good bread, and frefli meat. Af- 
ter a refrefliing night's reft, we fallied forth the 
next morning to the refeftory of the Jefuits 
monaftery, where the nuntios had been chofenon 
the preceding day. We had fome difficulty in 
gaining admittance ; tintil a perfon, who appeared 
to be a man of confequence, inquired, in the Ger^ 
man language, our country and bufinefe. An- 
fwering that we were three Englifli gentlemen, 
defirous of feeing every thing worthy of obfcr- 
ration, he exprefled much furprize at the plain- 
nefs of our drefs, particularly at our want of 
fwords. " In Poland," he faid, " every gentleman 
wears his fabre as a badge of hi« rank, never appear- 
ing in public without it ; and I advife you to ob- 
ferve this cuftom as long as you continue in this 
country, if you wifli to be confidered as gentle- 
men.'* 
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men.'' Thanking him for his advice, we accom* 
patiied him into, the refeftory, where we found 
the majority of the dietine flill aflembled, though 
not upon national bufinefs ; in plain Engliih, they 
were engaged in drinking, a no lefs effential ap*^ 
pendage of a PoliflK than a Britiih eleftion. One 
perfon, whom they feemed to treat with de- 
ference, was conilantly employed in delivering 
drams to the eleftors, who were Handing in dif- 
ferent parts of the room : many ceremonies paffed 
at every circulation of the glafs ; they touched 
their breads, (looped towards the ground, and 
drank the nuntios' and each other's health with 
great folemnity. Several ,of the Polifh gentlemen 
converfed with me in Latin : they inf ortned me, 
that every palatinate is divided into a certain num- 
ber of diftrifts, and that each diftrift chufes two 
nuntios. I aiked whether the eleftioA of the dif- 
tria'of Minik had been contefted ; they told me, 
that three candidate had offered. I then, in- 
quired whether, the eleOied nuntios were ^f the 
jking's party, and they anfwered, "Weliave in 
this inftance complied with his majefty's recom- 
mendation." "You have afted," I replied, "with 
^x€^ propriety : id he not a good prince?" " A 
good prince !'' returned the Poles," yies,.the moft 
excellfent that ever fiUed a throne.".; ..ri 
^ Minik is alarge placei two churches, and the 
jnonaft^iy which belonged to the Jefuits^ are con^ 
; vol.. 1., R ftrucled 
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itru^d of brick, and the remamiiig buildings, 
though of wood, have a neater look than the 
generality of dwellings in this country* Return* 
ing to bur inn, we recdved an invitation to din* 
ner from a Polifli count : but as the weather ap- 
peared favourable, as our cavriage was at thq 
door, and all things prepared for our immiediate 
departure, we determined to relinquiih anapipor^ 
tunity of focial enjoyment for the expediency of 
purfuing our journey, ' 

Augufl 18. We were confiderably fatigued 
with OUT journey from Minfk to Smoiewitzo; 
which, though fcarcely. thirty miks, yet* on ac- 
count of the badnefs of 4;he roads and nnexpe^led 
delays, employed us ^ near twelve JK)ur8. The 
weather was cold and r&iiBy, the wind high, the 
roads worfe than ufual, and the evening proved 
extremely Airk. We were Alm^ift beginning to 
defpair of teaching ottP deftitied fta*ioti ; when a 
noiib d6 fildiag doprs4;hrown open, and the rat- 
tling of out carriage Upon a wodden floot, an- 
nounced our arrival, Tfee leathern blinds of the 
carriage being clofely fafte^ed down^ 4S0' exclude 
the M^nd and rain, we were for a few- miMto^nts 
It held iiij fufpertfe into what kind * of ptftce we 
were admitted. Alighting;: we. found oufifelves 
in the middle of a large barn orflied," at the fur- 
ther eixd,of wiich' we defcried two large pines^ 
with ailtheur branches, in full blaze upon a^ hearth 
•+^ : without 
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wiJil^Mt.^iclrimaey : ^-oupd it feyiSKal ^ures^^ ii^ 
fuU bl^k. robes, and with Jong beards, wqi:? em- 
ploy£id>in iftii-ring a gre^t .eauldrpn faf|>ejRde(J 
ayer th,e flam?. . . A belief in \j^itchci:aft,. ,er a lit-, 
tifiv^p^ ftitippj anight pafily haiY^. r/epref^nted 
this party ^as. a group, qf. n^a^ci^ns en^age4 
^1. cdebrating foppcinyiSic rites ; but, Qn AQ^xe* 
inip^ipn, , . Y^e . reco^nifed , ojoy . : old . friep^^ 
^he Jew?, preparing their and our . eyeUijn^ ret 

We fet out the next morning bqfoie.day-bT€;a]kj 
as was our :ufiial ,cuftoii|, . having no inducement 
to remain any longer thttfw^s absolutely :iiecefr 
fary in thpfe hpyelsj, jibounding in vejww, a^i^^ i^ 
which; filtli^nd \^re^he;^iief3.Are^ni}itQ<^w Ne?^f 
^prifflw wp cirofifed tjje %rezyna, whi^hh^^j^Qeia 
fnrpnpourfly laid il9;Wn l)y. fome rap.c^e.rn ^jeogra;* 
phe^rs, as^. foriping the i;xew bqui>d4iy betwee^ 
Ruffia and Pola]:^d^ and on tjbe other fide of the 
tQwnpaffed a camp o^* 2,000 Ilufliai5Lti;QQp?, who 
were ^^rching to Warfajw. 
. At Biorifojv the, J^qw^§, procure^, us ,|en borf^^s^ 
and placed, theni aU:in..j^^o roy§,,^4^ ue^t tlip 
carriage, ;and fp^r ipjGpni*, . ]^t je^uirj^^^jpucji 
i;igenuity to copteiv?f^]fti^ ajfi^gpijient. ^^|^e twp 
middle hprfes in t^^ hjpfjcf ^9>r..wj^i}e,h^efl^^^ ^ 
.xxfy^l 1(Q tl^ fphfl^^r.-bar^ ; the .twt)]^ j\e^t were 

• The ufual method of harneflmg was by placing four SL-brdaft, 

- A a faltened 
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faftened to the extremities of the axle-tree, which 
projefted confidei-ably on each fide beyond the 
boxes of the fbre-wheels ; and the two dutermoft 
in the fame manner, by means of long ropes,- to 
the hinder axle-tree: the four horfes in front 
were harneffed to the pole and to the fplinter^ 
bars of the pole. Well affured that horfes, ranged 
in this primitive manner, would require more 
fpace thaii the narrow roads of Poland generally 
aflford^ we endeavour-ed to perfuade the drivers 
to place them in pairs ; but fuch was their obfti- 
nacy or want of cbmprehenfion, that we could 
not prevail We therefore unloofed two horfes 
from the hindermoft row, and for that permiflion 
were- obliged to compound for leaving the re- 
maining eight in their original pofition. In this 
manner we proceeded ; but ftill found great dif- 
ficulty in forcing our way through the wildernefs, 
\^1iich wis fo overgrown with thick underwood, 
as in maiijr parts fcarcely to admit the breadth of 
an ordinary carriage. In fome places we werie 
obliged to "take oif twa, in others four of the 
liorfeSi'and not tmfrequently alighted, to affift in 
removing iklleri trees,' -in direfting the horfes 
througii the winding^pkthv and finding* a new 
track along the almoft impenetrable foreft. 
" In T^arioilts parts of the foreft, we obferved 
circular ranges of boards fixed to feveral trees 
twelve fcet froth the ground., aiid proje6lipg three 
^* . ..,: ... from 
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frorathe tiunk. On great hunting parties, lad- 
ders are placed* againft thefe fcafFoldings, and the 
hunters, if clofely preflTed by a bear, afcend the 
ladder, and drawit up after them.: the bear, . al- 
though an excellent climber, is {topped in Im 
afcerit by the projeflion of the boards. 

We were happy at length to reach Naitzaj 
although we took up .dur.ftation in one of .th$ 
moft wretched of all the wretched cottages* we 
had yet entered. The only article of furniture 
was a fmall table, and the only utenfil a brpken 
earthen pot, in which our rejpaft was) prepared, 
and which fervedus^lfo for dilhes and plates. :We 
ate our meagre fare, by the light of a thin lath of 
deal, five feet in length, which waaikaick into a 
crevice of the wainfcot, and hung'over the table; 
this lath, thanks to the turpentine contained in 
it, ferved us inftead of a candle, of which there 
was not one to be found in the whole village ctf 
Naitza.. It is furprizing, that the earelefs me- 
thod of uiing thefe. lights is notoftner attended 
with dreadful effects; for the cottagers carry 
them about the houfe with fuch littl$ caution, 
that we frequently obferA^ed fparks to drop upon 
the ftmw which was prepared for our beds : nor 
were we able, by the ftrongeft expre0ion of fear, 
to awaken in them the flighteft degree.of circumr 
fpefilion. For fome time after entering this 
country, we ufed to ftart up with, no fmall eHH>- 

R 3 tion 
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lion to extiAgttifli the fparks ; but, fuch is the 
Irreiiftible induence of cuftom, we became at laft 
j)erfea:ly'iAf€fafible to the dafoger of thh pradlicei 
fuid i^aughli all the indifference of the natives. I 
Wice fcvcn fo far forgot ihyfelfafc to hold a lighted 
ftick over an heap of ftraw, while I was negligently 
Inarching for fome triftle/ This fupinenefs, which 
I eaflly i^cquired in this inftance, convinced me 
(if I may compare fmall things to giiesft), that I 
^Otifld live with the inhabitants at the foot of 
lilount Vifiivius without dread of an eruption ; 
0r fit upponcerned with the natives of Conftan* 
♦inople amid the devaftations of the plttgue. 

Jt ii iiiiconceivable how few are the wants of 
the LilfeMaiiian'peafants i Their carts are ^u.t to*- 
gather nt'ttbcmt iron: ; their bridles and rtraocs are 
gienerally^plaitcdfrom the bark of trefes, dr comt 
pofelj ofitwiftcd btanches. They have no other 
t^ol biit^ hatchet, to confhtift their huts, their 
fumitwa,' ^ndcarts^ Their drcfs is a thicklinen 
^irit i*ftl? dmwiJBy ^ i6ikg .coarfe druggiet coat, 
Wa flisepikfe cloak, astound Hack felt cap lined 
ttrith wdolyahd i(lioi^s made from thebarfcoftred*. 
Their hute'^Te built with trunks of trees he^p^d 
bn ekch 4) thfer, » and loolc like piles of wood . in 
whaifs with p^nthoufe. sroofs,: flow unlike ^Ue 
-Swifs cottars, tliongbfc^rmetiwith the ^mesna-- 
fjerials t Nor are their. hotfesmdre djffimtlac than 
tijeir maniieft. 'The ftfiking-cEffcTencebetweeii 

^ th€( 
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the Swifs and Poliih pieafajits, in their very air 
and deportment,, ftrongly marks the contrail of 
their refpefikive gova-nments. The Swifs ajre open, 
firank, rough, but ready to ferve you ; they nod 
their heads, or (lightly pull off their hats as you 
pafs by, but expefl a return of civility, they 
are roufigd by the leaft rudenefe, and are .not in-- 
fulted with impunity. On the contrary, the Por 
li(h peafants are cringipg andfervile in their ex- 
preffions of refpeft: they bowed down to the 
ground, took off their hat§ or caps> holding them 
in their hands till we were out of fight, and 
ilopped their carts on the firft glimpfe of our car- 
nage ; in ihort, their whole behaviour gave evi- 
dent fymptoms of abjefl; fervitude. Yet liberty 
is as often the fubje6t of euconrium in Polprnd a$ 
in Switzerland ; but how different are its opera- 
tions in the two countries ! In the one it is»equally 
diffufed, and fpreads comfort and happinefs 
through the whole community ; in the other it 
centers in a few, and is in reality the wprft fpe- 
cies of defpotifm *. ' 

In our progrefs through this country we ob- 
ferved feveral perfpns with matted or clotted hair 
which arifes from a diforder called Plica Polo- 
nica : it receives that denomination, becaufe it is 
confidered as peculiar to Poland ; although it is 
not uiifrequent in Hungary, Tartary, and feveral 

• Written when Swit^land was fi«c. 

• • R 4 adjacent 
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adjacent nations, and inftalices of it are occa^ 
fionally found in otTier countries. 

According 'to the obfervations of Dr. Vieat, an 
ingenious Swifs phyfician long refident in Poland, 
ivho has publiflied a fatisfaftory treatife * on this 
fubjeQ:; the. P//ca Polonica proceeds from an 
acrid vifcous humour, penetrating into the 
hair f : it then exudes from its fides or extre- 
mities, and clots the whole together, either in 
feparate folds, or in one undiftinguiflied ma^fs. 
The fymptoms, more or lefs violent, according 
to the conftitution of the patient, or malignity 
of the difeafe, are itcl;jin^s, fwellings, eruptions, 
iilcers, intermitting fevers, pains in the head, 
langour, lownefs of fpirits, rheumatifm, gout; 
fometimes convnlfions, pally, and madnefs. Tliefe 
fymptoms gradually decreafe as the hair becomes 
affefted. If the head of the patient be fliaved, he 
relapfes into all the dreadful complaints which 
preceded the eiiiption of the Plica ; and conti- 
nues to labour under them, until a frefli growth 
of hair abforbs the acrid humour. This diforder 
is thought hei^ditary, and is proved to be con- < 
taffious when in a virulent ftate, 

* < 

♦ Memoire fnrla Plique Polonoiio. 

t The dilatation of the h^\v i$ fbniMimes fo configurable as tg 
contain ^Ipbules of blood ? this circumfl&nce, which however ytry 
rarely happens, has probably giren rife to the notion, that by cutting 
Q^ the hair the patient bleeds to death. 

Many 
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Many phyfical caufes are fuppofed to concur 
in rendering the Pli^a more frequent in thefe re- 
gions than in other parts ; but it would be endlefs 
to enumerate the various conjectures' with which 
each perfon has fupported his favourite hy^- 
thefis: the moft probable are 'thofe affigned by 
Dr. Vicat. The firii caufe is the nature of the 
Poliih air, which is rendered infahibrious by nu- 
merous woods and morafles, and occafionally 
derives an uncommon keennefs, even in the midil 
of fummer, from the pofition of the Carpathian 
mountains : for the fouthern and fouih-eafterly 
winds, which ufually convey warmth in other 
regions, are here chilled in their paffage over their 
fnowy fummits. The fecond is unwholefome wa- 
ter: for although Poland is not deficient in good 
fprings, yet the common people ufually drink 
that which is taken indifcriminately from rivers, 
lakes, and even ftagnant pools. The third caufe 
is the grofs inattention of the natives to clean- 
linefs ; for experience fliews, that thofe who arc 
not negligent in their perfons and habitations, 
are lefs liable to be afflifted with the plic^i. Thus 
perfons of higher rank are lefs fubje6l to this dif- 
order than thofe of inferior ftations ; the inhabi- 
tants of large towns than thofe of fmall villages ; 
the free peafants than thofe in an abfolute ftate 
of vaflalage; the natives of Poland Proper than 
thofe of Lithuania. In a word, the Plica Polonica 

appears 
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appears to be a contagious .dift$in|>er, which, 
like the leprofy, ftill prevails ^acJoBg, a peopi^ 
ignorant in medicine^ and jnattei^tive . to check 
its progrcfs ; but is rarely known in thofe coun-- 
tries where due precautions * are ta^en to pre-» 

vent its propagation. - . 

' ... 

♦ Its contagion is probaWy prevented from fprcading amon^ 
fhe RafHans by the ufe of the vapour bath. 
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UGUST 20, We entered Ruffigi at the 
fmall village of Toiitain; whick in 1774 
belonged to Poland ; but it is noW.coinprifcd iu 
le portion of country ceded* by the late parti* 
on treaty. The province* allotted to Ruffi$. 
imprifes Polifli Livonia, * that part of 'the pala> 
Inatie of Polotfk; which lies, to.the caft' of the 
^Una, the palatinates of Vitepffc, Miciflaw, and 
\fo fmali portions to the north- eaft and foutii- 
lift of the palatinate of Minfk ; this trad of land 
Poiifh LivQnia excepted) is fituated in White- 
kuffia, and incudes at leaft one third of Li- 
Ruani^. 

^>The Rtiffi^n limitsT of the new province axe 
hi^itifed by the Duna, from its mouth to above 
Htepflc ; from thence by a ftraig^it line running 
Iteftly fputft to the fonrce of the Drug ne^To* 
Itzin, by the . Dojig to its. j^Sion with the 
[i.:.; * Pnieper, 
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Dnieper, and laftly, by the Dnieper to the point 
where it receives the Sotz. This territory is now 
divided into the two govcmmcnt3 of Polotfk and 
Mohilef ; the population amounts to 1,600,000 
fouls; its produ6iions are chiefly grain, hemp, 
flax, and pafture; its forefts furniih great abun- 
dance of mafts, planks,, alfo oak for ihip-build- 
ing, pitch and tar, which are cjhiefly fent down 
the Duna to Riga. 

At Tolitzin we were grea,tly aftoniilic(i at the 
cheapnefs of the poft-horfes, and when our fer- 
vant had difcharged the firft account, which 
amounted to only two copecs, or about a penny 
a verft* for each horfe, we fhould have concluded 
tliat he had cheated the poft-mafter, had we not 
been well convinced, from the general chara6ier 
of the Ruflians, thai they were not likely to be 
duped by ftrangcrs. Indeed we foon afterwards 
difcovered, that even half of .the charge, which 
we thought fo extremely moderate, might have 
been faved, had mc obtained an order fi'om the 
Ruffian cmbaflador at Warfaw.. 

From Tolitzin, through the;lQew government 
of Mohilef, the road was excellent, and of con- 
fiderable breadth, with a double row of trees 
planted on each fide, and ,ditches to drain off 
the water. We paffed through feveral MTCtched 
villages, ferried at Orfa over the Dnieper, there 

♦ Thcee qnartcrs of a mile.- 

only 
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only & faiall riVer, went tlirdtigh DubroflRda, attd' 
arrived in the evening at^Lady. The cttutitfy 
from ToUtzin to Lady is waviiHg and fomeWlttit 
hilly, abounds with forefts, and produces corft,* 
millet^ hemp, an^ flax-. 'Iti th*^ largeft villages 
we obferved fchools^ iw\d other buildings^- ton* 
ftrufting at thelexperice 6f thi& emprefi, alfo 
churches with^ domes, mtieftded' for the Pblift 
diffidents of the Greiek4feei,'iaB4 the Ruffians 
who chufe to 'fettle in the cduntry': ^ r 

^ Lady isTituated in the government of Smo- 
leniko, and, before the late difmemberment, was a 
Ruffian frontier town : we tdok up our quarters at 
the poft-houfe, where we procured a comfof tiible 
apartment. Thefe poft-houfes, which freijuently 
occur on the high-roads^ of Ruffia, are moftly 
conftrufted upon the fame plan, and extremely 
convenient fol* the accomtaodation of travellers^ 
they are large fquare wooden buildings,- ehblof- 
ing a fpacious court-yard ; in the center of th^ 
front is a range of apartments intended fot the 
reception of travellers, with a gateway on each 
fide leading into the court-yard ; the remaind^ 
of the front is appropriated to the ufe- ^ ^ 
poft-mafter and his fer vants, the other three fid« 
of the quadrangle are divided into ilables and 
ilieds for carriages, and large barns for hay* and 
corn. We were agreeably furprized, even in thJs 
Keavote place; to meet with fome Ea^]i(ti^6fn^ 

beer, 
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ifi'difhes of Wedge\voe^'s war§. j T^e l^^^ury of 
fl^fto.ilraw for o*Hr:bf4P^a^ no $b41 a44itiQii. tft 
th?fecomf6rt6. _ : : 

C^lluig for 6ui" bill fin the mornipg, ^e ^im4 
our cl^a«g^»5LS reiafopabljs «« the eftter^pjp^ i^t wa# 
ge^d. ; Th^fatiafia^^vW^ at p^ ret 

psp\^n, perh^p^/ JjwiuQf d the jfecsrc^ry (fi$; tl|§ 
poft-m^er'hiiofclf wajs iibfcflt) .^ thjnjc; u^ prcn 
per fubje6b of k^pjc^tiot). .-.The :^ifta45;e to. th.« 
n«^1^it|i;tioili' ^t^a^' arhout .4^^ millps,. aji^-th^fecre- 
Jaxy .Remanded .tfereejriifitps;thefjiim aHofwed by tji^ 
p^iblie : regulatiw^i : Und^r prfit^nce- . of pur not 
bftisg provided With tm order f or -goft^iorifes; 
^y6:]i)iii\tad Xotnte fvirpTOd at thi&> charge : this in- 
^i#ation, tl>oftgh; c^yeyed ip the ^aiildeft tjernis^ 
^l^ftI^^lf^et^. with T^pr^ffipnsrof . coptempt aa^J- 

' <k%9^e;. h« iwdjened ihe hqrfep ^gaia iiatpthe 
iUibl^ and declaired we fliould not ftir froin th^ 
f>l$ce uutjlw^ difchlirg.ed the- full fmii; Though 
^e iiiight.eafily;havf»:Iif^n.prQvaikd upon by the 

, ^igt^ apology to/fubmit to th^: impofitiou, we 
liet«RmiMdt0 cho^ft^fe hie infoknce. >. .We rcpaiii- 
«4* t<)uthe diivet^Q^ of ' the .cuflwnJiouferan^ 
ilfediodiaitely lad^wtted:. to Quragmat ik*isfadfeio|t 
ii€2fpo3sejCr^rma4> [md after. hearingjrpujr-'cafe, 
jtQld wfli ithat th* JRiijffian h*d tfewaodcdr treble 
th» 4i^w h^ f>£a$: .jirfWfed tp, ; Jw iaffuiwd w we 

i ' fender 
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fender ihould l^e punifbed. Having difpatched 
a YnefT^ger, to whom he whifpered a privateer-* 
der, he defirid ns to wait his return^ and offered 
us coffee. • *Whiie we were drinking it, he^ave us 
tnuch information relatiye to the Ruffian poflia^ 
added feveral hints, which afterwards proved 
fingularly trifeft<l, and advifed us to procure an 
order ibr horifes from the governor of Sm;bleh<^ 
flio. In the midft of this converfation a :i»ar- 
ri age drove to the door, which we perceived to 
be omr own, with all things ready fbr our imme- 
diate departttpe : the poft-mafter's fecretarymadc 
at the fame time his appearance in a fobtiiiilive 
attitude ; we interceded with the dire9:or for his 
back, ^Ihd^obtained a promife that he ihotlld only 
be reprimanded. After • making thofe acknow-** 
ledgmieirts *o the friendly diredlor,. which W5e« 
due to |ii» pdliien'ef^ we took'Our leave, and pro* 
eeeded on oar journey. * 

• We were muoh chagrined at finding that the 
excellent new road terminated -at Lady : it was 
fomefsti8fa6ii on, however, that the remaining 
parts from thence to Smolenfko proved fetr fupe^ 
rior to thofe we iad encountered in the Lithua* 
iiiau forefts^ IDhe villages were an exadi coun* 
teipaw to thoife we had quitted, and exhibited 4 
repetition of fcenes already <ietaiied. The Ruf- 
fians differ widely in their appearance and dr^fs 
From the :PoIi|ftj peaf^nt;^, 'The moft finking 

contr^ft 
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contrail aiifes from the method of wearing their 
hair: the Ruffians, infiead of (having tlieir 
heads, let their^hair hang over the eye-brow» 
and ears, and cut it fhort round the neck. 
The country was undulating and hilly, and more 
open than ufual until we arrived within a few 
miles of Smoleniko ; M'hen we plunged into a 
thick foreft, which continued almoil to the gates 
of the town, without the intervention of a fingle 
village, or fcarcely of a fingle cottage. 

In 1403, Smolenflv*, which belonged to the 
Ruflians, was befieged and taken by Vitoldus, 
and, together with the whole province, united 
to the duchy of Lithuania *. During the inve- 
terate enmity which fubfifled between the Ruf- 
fians and Poles, Smblenfko was a place of great 
knport^ce; thoiigh only fortified according to 
the cuftom of the time, partly with ramparts of 
earth and ditches, and partly with pallifa- 
d^s, and a wooden citadel f ; thefe fortifications 
were, however, fuffici'ently ftrong to refill the 
defultory attacks .of undifciplined troops, and 
it was M different interv^ ineffedually befieged, 
until the beginning of the i6th century, VafliK 
Ivanovitch great duke of Mofcovy obtained 
pofieflion by. corrupting the garrifon. It conti- 
nued in the hands of the Ruffians abow a cen- 

• Dlugoffius, Lib. X. p. 104. ct feq. ; 

t Rcrum Mofc. Auft, p, 52. Maycfbcrg Iter. Uofc. pw 74. 

tury, 
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tury, in the fame fimple ftyle of defence. At 
length the importance of its fituation near the 
frontiers of Poland, and the improvements in 
the art of war, induced Boris Godutlof, prime 
miniftei", and brother-in-law of the tzar F^oddr 
IvanoVitth, to furround it with a wail: he came 
in perfon to Smblenflco, and aflifted in tracing 
the fite of the fortificatioi^s, which h6 lived to 
fee completed in his own reign*^ and which ftill 
fubfift. Thefe additional rampattjj", however, did 
not prevent Sigifmond III. king of Polaiid, from 
taking the town in l6ll; and by the truce of 
Develina in 1 6 1 8, the poffeffion wai confirmed 
to Poland. In 1654 it was again reduced by 
Alex^y Michaelovitcl\ ; and in 1686 finally ceded 
to Ruffia at the peace of Mofcow f. 

Smolenfko, though by no means the moft 
magnificent, is by far the mod fingular town I 
have ever feen. It is fituated upon the river 
Dnieper, 'and occupies twp hills, and the inter- 
vening valley. It is furrounded by walls thirty 
•feet high and fifteen in thicknefs ; the lower part 
of ftohe, and the upper of brick: thefe wall^ 
which follow the Ihape of the hills, and ^QCiloff 
a circumference of feven verfts J; have, at ev^jr 
angle, round or fquare towers of two or ^ba?99 

• S. R. G. vol. V. p. 94. Leagnichi Ju$ Pub. v, L p. 46. 

•}• Lengnich, vol, I. p. 47. 

J Four miles and three quartert. .... 

vot. I, s Tories, 
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ftories, much broader at top than at bottom, and 
covered with circular roofs of wood. The inter- 
vals are ftudded with fmaller turrets ; on the out- 
fide of the wall is a broad deep ditcli^ regular co- 
vered way with traverfes and glacis, and where 
the ground is higheft, are redoubts in the mo- 
dern ftyle of fortification. In the middle of the 
town is an eminence, upon which ftanc^s the ca- 
thedral { from whence I had a moft pidurefqUe 
view of the town, interfperfed within the circuit 
of the walls, with gardens, groves, copfes, fields 
of pafture, aftd corn. Tlie buildings are rrioftljr 
wooden, of on? ftory (many no better than cot- 
tagies) eKcepfing here and there a gentleman's 
houfe, which is called a palace, and feveral 
- churches, c6nftn46led of brick and ftuccoed. 
One long broad flxeet, which is paved, iitterfefls 
the whole length of the towh in a ftraight line j 
the other flxecte wind in circular direSio^s, and 
are floored with planfcs. The walls, ftretchijij 
over the uneven fides «f the hills till they reach 
the hetnks of tlie Dnieper, their antient ftylc of 
^chitejRiite:^ md grotefque towers ; thefpir^of 
ehuidciie^. ihooting above the trees, wbach are 
. i^iiumerous as* almoft to conceal the buildings 
^&jm; view ; the appearan-ce of meadows and ai'a- 
ble ground ; all thefe objeds blended together 
exhibit a fcerie of the hioft ftngular and Con- 
trailed kind. On the ftirtlier fide of th^ Jt>nic- 
' : « per 
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' per many ftraggling wooden hoiifes form the 
fnburbs, and are joined to the tdwn by a wddden 
biidge. As far as I Could cdlleft from vague 
information, Smolenfko contains 4,000 inhabi- 
tants : it has no manufa6tures, but carries on fome 
commerce with the Ukraine, Dant2?i(*, and Riga; 
The principal articles of trade are flax, hemp^ 
honey, wax, hides, hogs' briftles, mails, planks^ 
and Siberia^ furs. 

The Dnieper rifes in the fbreft of VcJlkonflcl 
near the fource of the Volga, about lOO miles 
from Smolenfko, pafles by Smdlenlko and Mohi- 
lef, feparates the Ukraine fronl Poland, flows by 
Kiof, and falls into the Black-fea betWeeil Ot^ 
chakof and Kinburm By the acquifition of the 
province of ]VIohilef, the whole coiirfe is liow 
included Avithin the Ruffian territories; It be- 
gins to be navigable at a little diflance abovd 
femolenflco ; but in fome feafons of the year is fo 
fliallow near the town, that the goods mufl: b<i 
tranfported on rafts and fmall flat-bottomefl 
boats. 

Having occafion for a new paflliort" and ntl 
order for horfes, we called upon the governor, 
in company with a RuflTian fl:udeiit^ Who fpoke 
Latin, for our interpretcn The governor bdng; 
at church, we repaired to the cathedral, and 
Waited until the conclufion of divine fervice. 
The cathedral is a ftately buildings crefted on 

s 51 • tht 
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the fpot where formeriy ftood the palace of the 
.^ntient dukes of Smolenfko. The infide walls 
are covered with coarfe paintings reprefenting 
our Saviour, the Virgin, and a variety of Saints, 
which abound in the Greek calendar. The 
/brine, or fanftuary^ into which only the priefts 
are admitted, is feplrated from the body of the^ 
church by a fcreen with folding doors, and or- 
namented with twifted pillars of the Corinthian 
order, richly carved and gilded. 

The woriliip feemed to confift of innumerable 
ceremonies : the people crofled themfel Ves without^ 
ceafing, bowed towards the flirine and to each 
other, and even touched the ground with their 
heads. The bifliop of Snroleniko performed the 
fervice ; he was a venerable figure, with whit^ 
flowing hair and long beard ; he was dreffed in 
rich epifcopal robes, and had a crown on his head. 
The folding doors were occafionally opened and 
clofed with great pomp and folemnity whenever 
the bifhop retired within, or came forth to blefs 
the people. At the conclufion of the fervice, the 
doors being thrown open, the bifliop advanced 
with a ch^Jidelier in each hand, one containing 
three, an4 the other two lighted candles, which 
he repeatedly croffed over each other in different 
direftions ; and then waving them towards the 
congregation, concluded with a final benedic- 
tion. Thefe chandeliers, as I am informed, are 

fymbolical; 



\ 



C. I. S M O L E N S K O. 261 

fymbolical, one alludes to the Trinity,' and the 
other to the two natures of Chrift. 

At the end of the fer vice, we prefented ourfelves' 
to the governor, who, to our furprize, received 
us with an air of coldnefs, which made fuch an 
impreffion on our interpreter, that he could not 
utter a (ingle word. At length a gentleman in 
the governor's train accofted us in French, arid- 

inquired our bufinefs. Informing him that we 

« 

were Englifh gentlemen who defired a paffport/ 
and an order for horfes, , he told us with a fmile, 
that the plainnefs of our drefles had raifed a fuf- 
picion of our being tradefmen ; but he was not' 
ignorant that Englifli gentleijien feldom wore 
lace or fwords on a journey ; an intimation 
which recalled to our recoUeftion the advice of 
our Polifli friend at Minfk, He then whifpered 
the governor, who inftantly affumed an appear- 
ance of complacency, and teftified an intention 
of complying ^ith our requeft* 

This e matter being adjufted, the biihop 
joined the company ; he had laid aljde the coftly 
garments, in which he performed the fervice, 
, and was dreffed in a long black robe, a round 
black cap, and veil. He addrefled us in Latin, 
and invited us to his houfe. He led the way ; 
and we followed with the reft of the company to 
a commodious wooden building adjoining to the . 
cathedral. On entering the apartment, the go- 

s 3 vemor 
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vernor and Ruffian gentlemen kiifed his hand 
with great tnarks of refpeft. , After defiling all 
the company to fit, he diflinguiflied us by par- 
ticular attention ; obferving, with much polite- 
flefs, tlmt our company gave him greater pka^ 
flueN as he had never, fince his refidence at 
Smoleniko^ r^eived a vifit from any EngUih- 
men, for whofe nation he had the higheft refpe^^. 
Duriqg this converiation a fervant fpi'^ad a cloth 
upon afmall table, and placed upon it a plate of 
bi?ad, fome falt> and fome flowers : another fbU 
lowed with a ialver of fmall glafles full of a tranfi^ 
parent liquor. The bifhop bkffed the htead and 
the fiilver with great folemnity, and thei^ took 
a glafi ; we thought it at firft a religious cere-; 
Aiony ; but were undeceived when the fervants 
offered the bre&d and falvpjf to us as well as to 
th^ reft of the company. Every one being ferv- 
od, the bifhop d^*ank all our healths, a compli-. 
ment m hkh the company yetunieji with a bow, 
and infiantly emptied their glaflfes : we followed 
this example, and found the liquor to be a dram 
of cherry-water. This preliminary being fet- 
tled, we refumed our cotverfation with the hi-; 
ihop, and aiked feveril queftions relative to the 
antient ftate of Smoleniffco. He anfwered every 
inquiry with gli?at readineli ; gave us a concife 
account of thf ftate of the town under its aiK 
tient duk^s, and informed iis that their palace 

was 



C. 1. S M O L K N S IC O. fiCST 

%ras fituated on the fpot now occupied by the 
cathedral, which was built by Feodor Mi- 
chae|ovitch, brother of Peter the Great, and 
had been lately repaired and beautified. Af» 

■ ter half an hour's agreeable converfation, we took 

. our leave, greatly pleafed with the poKtenefe and 
affability of the prelate. 

* Our interpreter, then conduced us to the femi- 
nary, appropriated for the education of the cler- 
gy, • in which the Latin, Greek, German, and 
Polifli languages are taught : the prieft who fhew- 
ed us the library talked Latin ; he introduced 
us into his chamber, and, according to thd 
hofpitable euftom of tbis country, offered us 
fome refrefliment, which confifted of cakes and 
mead. 

In tlw^ afternoon the Ruffian gentleman, who fo 
obligingly relieved u3 fromrour embaiTaflinent be- 
fore the governor, kindly paid us a vifit, and in* 
vited us to dine wrth him on the following day. 
We accepted his invitation, and waited upon bin* 

. at two, the ufual hour of dining : he was a judge, 
and lived in a wooden houfe provided by the 

^ court; the rooms were finall, but neatly fumifli* 
ed. The company confifted of the judge, hia 
Avif e and fifter, all of whom talked French : the 
ladies were dreffed in the French falhion, with 
much rouge ; they did not curtfy ; but their mode 
of falute was to* bow their heads very low. Be* 

s 4 for« 
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fore dinner liqueurs were handed about ; each 
lady took a fmall gUfs, apd repomroendefj the 
fame to us as favo^rable to digeftion. Th^ tabic , 
was neatly fi^t out, the dinner e^^cellent, and 
ferved up4u;Englifh creamrcoloured ware. Be* 
fldes plain xoaft and^ boiled" me^ts, feveral Rufiian 
difbes were introdued ; one of thefe was a fallad 
compofed of wufhroonis and ontoAS, and another 
the graip qf green corn, baked and moiftenea 
with fweet oil. Before w? rofe from table, our 
hoft calling for a large gl^fs, filled a bumper of 
champagne, drank it off to' our health, and then 
handed the glafe round. " This is an old c^ftom," 
he faid, " and was meant as an expreffion of re^ 
gard : the age id now grown delicate, and the 
free effufions of hofpitality muft be fuppreffed by 
qerempny ; hut I am an bld-faihioned nian, and 
cannot pafily relinquifh the habits of my ^^outh.'* 
. After dinner ve adjourned to another room, 
and played l^wo or three rubbers of whift, 
Coffee and tea were brought in, and a plat? of 
fweetrmfatsi was handed rx^und to the com-, 
pany. At fix we took leave of our friendly 
hoft, 'and returned to our inn, if it may be called 
by that honouTable appellation. This inn, the 
only one in th^ town, was a wooden building, ii^ 
a ruinous ftatp, fonnerly painted on the outfide. 
The apartment which we occupied had once been 
hnng \Yith paper, fragment of yhich here and 
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there txovered a fmall portion of the wainfcot, a; 
patch work of old and new planks. The furni- 
ture confifted of two benches and as many chairs, 
one without . a bottom, and the other without a 
back; a deal box ferved the purpofe of a table. 
We were inclined to conjefture that there was a 
heavy tax. upon air and light; for all the windows 
were clofed with planks, except o^e, which could 
iftot be opened, and could Icarcely be feen through, 
€^ri account of the dirt with which it was incruft- 
ed. In the inventory of thefe valuables I /hould 
i^ot omit a eouch uport which I flept : it had been 
fo often mended, that like Sir John Cutler's 
(lockings, immortalized by Martinus Scribkrus^ 
we could not dillinguiih any part of the original 
ipaterials. It may perhaps appear furprizing, 
t^at a towri like Smolenflko ihould contain iy> 
tplf rable Inn ; but , the furprize will ceafe when 
Wjp^refleft that few ftrangers pafs this way ; that 
the Ruffians carry their provifions, and either 
continue their journey during the nighty or are 
axrcommodated in private houfes. 

Auguft 45. We quitted Smolenfko, croffed the 
Dnieper over a wooden bridge into the fuburbs, 
and purfued OMr journey through a valley of fine 
pafture watered by the Dniep^, fpotted with un- 
derwood, and terminating on each fide in gentle 
eminences clothed with treesk As we advanced ; 
the pountrjr became mpre abiTipt, but no where 
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9q{0 iato any eonfiderable bill. Near Skhrod% 

» 

a lorge 'ftraggliBg vilkge, > where we ftopped for 
^ f^w hoan during the darknef& of the night, we 
Iglin cfoiTed the Dnieper on a iaft formed of 
pranks of tpces tied together with coiids, and 
Ic^rcf ly large e*nough to receive the. carriage, 
vhich ftink it'fon>e inches -under water : this ma- 
<hi«e was then puflicdfrom the banks until it met 
fnotber of the fanie kind, to which the hoffes 
fieppcd with difficulty ; and the diftahce of the 
two raft^ from each other was fo oonfideiabfey 
that the carriage could fcaicely be prevented 
j^QVa (lippdng between them into the river. 

%\)e feccnd p«>ft from this primitive ferry w^ 
X>ogorobuih> built upon a riiing hill, and ex« 
>)»ibUxng» like Smolenflco, though on a ibftaUer 
fc^W, an intermixture of churches, houfes;^ cot* 
lagea, corn-fields, ai^d meadows : fome of the 
^(Hires, lately conftru£ied at the empre&'s ex* 
pence, were of brick covered with ftuccoy and 
^ad the appearance of palaces when contrafted 
with the meannefs of the furrounding hovelsr 
XhiS place was formerly a ftrong fortrefs, and 
frequently befieged during the wars between 
Huffia and Poknd^ From the ram^mrts oi the 
antient citadel we commanded an extenfive view 
ff the adjacent, country, confi^ug of a laifge 
plain watered by the winding Dnieper, and 
bounded by diQstpt bills. From Dog^robuih we 
4 proceeded 
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proceeded ^4 miles to a fmall village called Zi^^ 
rateih,, where we thought ourfelvea fortuaate itt 
being houled for the night in a tolerable hu<^ 
which aftbrded a rare inftance ofaccommodatioa 
in thefe pans, a room feparated from that ufed 
hy the family. Our hoikis was a true Afiatic 
^gure : ihe was diefled in a hh^ garment witk^ 
out fleeves, which defcend^d to the aiiklea, asd 
was tied round the waift with a red fafl* ; Ae 
wore a white piece of linen wrapped round her 
head like a turban, ear-rings, and necklace of 
variegated be?urls ; her fandals were faftened with 
blue (t rings ¥^hich were alfo ti^ round the an* 
kks, in ordfr to keep up thq warfe linen wrap^ 
pers that fervcd for ftockifigs* 

Auguft *7. Our ioute the next morning, from 
Zarateih to Viafma, lay through a continued! 
foreft, occafuxnally relieved by the interrention 
of paftures and cornfields. When we reflected 
that we were in the 55th degree of northern faiti^ 
tude, we were fuiprized at the forwardnefsof the 
Jiarvell : the wheat and barley were ali-eady car- 
ried in, and the peafants employed in cuttipg^ 
the oats and millet Since our departure fron\ 
Smoleiifkp the weather proved remarkably cqld* 
and the wind Tiad tlie keennefs of a November 
blafl : th^ peafants were all clothed in their iheeph* 
Ikins, or winter dreifes. ' 

M a finalldift^nce from Viafma ve pafled the 
X rivulet 
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rivulet of the fame name, navigable only for 
rafts, which defcciid its ftream into the Dnieper ; 
we then mounted a fmall eminence to the town^ 
which makes k ma^ificent appearance with 
the domes and fpires of feyeral churches riling 
abovd the trees. Viafina fpreads over a large 
extent of ground ; the buildings are moftly of 
wood, a few houfes of brick excepted, lately 
crefted by the munificence of the emprefs. 
Part of the principal ftreet is formed, like the 
Ruffian roads, of trees laid crofs-ways, and part 
is boarded with planks like the floor of a 
room^ It contains above twenty churches, a 
remarkable number for a place but thinly in- 
habited. The churches in thefe fmall towns 
and villages are chiefly ornamented with a 
cupola and feveral domes; the outfide walls are 
either white- wafti^d or painted red ; and the cu- 
polas or domes are generally green, or of a diffe- 
rent colour from the other parts. At fome dif- 
tancethe number of fpires and domes rifing above 
the trees, which conceal the contiguous hovels, 
would lead a traveller unacquainted with the 
country to expeft a large city, where he will only 
find a colleftion of wooden huts. 

At Viafma was concluded, in 1634, the treaty 
of perpetual peace between I^diflaus IV. king'of 
Poland, and Michael Feodorovitch: by which 
treaty Michael confirmed the cefliQn of Smolen-^ 
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fko, Severia, and Tcheraichef, which ha^ been 
yielded to the Poles at the truce of Develipa ; 
while Laidiflaus renounced the title of Tzar, and 
acknowledged Michael a^the rightful fovereiga 
opRuffia *. On this occafion both monarchs r^- 
linquiflied what they did not poflefs, and wifely 

facrificed imaginary pretenfions to the attainment 
of a fubftantial peace. 

The Ruffian peafants appear in general a large 
coarfe hardy race, ^nd of great bodily ftrength; 
their dreft is a round hat or cap with a high crown, 
a coarfe robe of drugget (or in winter of fheep- 
ikin, with the wool turned inwards) reaching be- 
low the knee, and bound round the waift by a 
fafli, trowfers of linen almoft as thick as fack- 
cloth, a woollen or flannel cloth wrapped round 
the leg inftead of ftockings, fandals woven from 
ftrips of a pliant bark, and fattened by firings of 
the fame materials, which are afterwards twin- 
ed round the leg, and ferve as garters to the 
woollen or flannel wrappers. In warm weather 
the peafants frequently wear only a fliort coarfe 
fliirt and trowfers. 

, The cottages are built in the fame manner as 
thofe of Lithuania ; but larger, and fomewhat 
better provided with furniture and domeftip uten«* 
fils: they are of a fquare ihape; formed of whole 
treesi piled upon one another, and fecured at the 

r 

* Lengnich^ Hift. Pol. j>. 167. 

four 



fottf corners with mortifes and tenons. The 
inteiitices between thf^fe piles are filled with 
tM€9. Within, the timbers are fmoothed witf^ 
the axe, fo as to form the appearance of wain- 
fcot ; but without are left with the bark in their 
jrudc (late. The roofs are in the penthoufe form. 
And generally compofed of the bari of trees or 
Jkins^Ies, which are fometimes covered with mould 
or turf. The peafuntsufually conftruft the whole 
houfe folely with the affiftance of the hatchet, 
and cut the planks of the flodr with the fame in- 
flmment, in many parts being unacquainted with 
the ufe of the faw : they finilh the Ujell of the 
boule and the roof, before they begin to cut the 
wmdows or doors. The windows are apertures of 
It few inches fquare, clofed with Aiding frames^ 
and the doors arefo low as not to admit a middli" 
fized man without ft oping. Thefe cottages 
fometimes, though very rarely, conCft of two 
fiories ; in which cafe the lower apartment is Jt 
ftore-room, and the tipper the habitable part of 
the houfe : the ftair cafe is moft commonly a lad- 
der on the outfide. Moft of thcfe huts are, how- 
ever, only one ftory, a few of them contain two 
pooms, the generality only one. In fome of this 
latter fort I was frequently awakened by thfr 
thickens picking the grains of corn in the ftfaMf 
lEpoii which I lay, and more than onccf, by i 
leik inofFenfive ^nimaL At Tabluka, a village, 
-. ' , where 
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where we paffed the night of the «7th, a^paiiy of 
hogs, at four in the morning, roufed me by grunt- 
ing clofe to my car. Not much pleafed dithdk* 
widi the earliaeft of the vifit, or the faliitation of 
aay vifitors, I called out to my Ifervant, " Jofeph, 
drive thefe gentry out of the room, and iliut the 
dortr.*' "There is no door that will lliut," n^ 
plied Jofeph, wijch great compofure ; " we havfe 
tined every expedient to faften it withbut fucc^fs ; 
the hogs have more than once been excluded^ 
but have as often returned." This conver&tioft 
effe&ually roufing me, I determined to refigu 
to my uoweicome guefls that litter which I 
could no longer enjoy, and contemplated, by the 
light of a flip of deal, the furrounding fcene. My 
two companions were ftnetched upon the fame 
parcel of llraw from which I had juft emerged ; 
a little beyond our fervants occupied a feparate 
heap; at a fmall diftance three Ruiliam, with 
long beardS; and coarfe fackcloth fliirts and 
trowfeis, lay extended upon their backs on the 
bare floor ; on the oppofite fide of the roomthreo 
wmnen in their clothes fluinbered on a long 
bench; while the top of the fiove afforded a 
eoQch to a woman drefled like the others, and 
ibur pawling children abnoft naked. 

The furniture in thefe cottages confifis chi^y 
of a wooden table or drefler, and benches ^Etfien- 
e4 to the fides of the room : the utenfils are^ 

wooden 
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irooden platters, bowls, and fpoons, with per- 
haps one large earthen pan, for cooking. The 
foDci of the peafants is black-rye-bread, fome- 
times white, .egsrs, falt-fifh, bacon, muflirooms ; 
their favourite diih is a hodge-podge of fait or 
frefli meat^ groats, and rye-flour, highly feafoned 
with onions and garlic, which are much ufed hj 
the Rullians. 

The peafants were greedy of money; almoft al- 
ways demanded previous payment for every trifle^ 
and were in general much inclined to thieving. 
In Poland it was not neceifary to be always upon 
. the watch ; and we frequently left the equipage 
during the whole night without a guard : but 
in Ruffia« without the precaution of regularly 
Rationing a fervant in the carriage, every article 
Vould foon have difappeared ; yet even with this 
expedient, the watchfulnefs of our Argus waa 
continually baffled by the fuperior vigilance of 
thenatives, and the morning generally announced 
foxt^e petty lofs, to which the night had given 
birth. 

The peafahts at ^very poft were obliged to fur- 
iilfii us with horfes at a fixed and^re^-fonable rate, 
which had the ill effed of rendering them ex- 
tremely dilatory in their molions, atid as our 
onJy interpreter ^as a Bohemian * fervant, not 

• The Bohemian and RuiTian languages are both dialefts of the 
Slavonian tongue* ' ^ 

perfedly 
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peffeftly acquainted with the Ruffian language, 
his difficulty in explaining, joined to their back- 
wardnefs in executing our orders, occafioned 
ddays of feveral hours for a change of horfes. 
The peafants afted iii the capacity of coachmen 
and poftillions ; they always hameffed four horfes 
a-breaft, commonly put eight, and fometimes 
even ten hoifes to our carriage; as the flages 
Avere for the moft part twenty, and fometimes 
thirty miles, and the roads extre^nely bad. 

• 

They fcldom ufed either boots or faddles, and 
had HO fort of ftirrup, except a rope doubled and 
thrown acrofs the horfe's back. Each horfe was 
equipped with a fnaffle-bridle, which , hov/ever 
was feldom inferted into the mouth, but ffene- 
rally hung loofe under the jaw. The method of 
driving was not in a fteady. pace, but by ftarts 
and bounds, with little atteMion. to the nature 
of the ground : the peafants feldom trotted their 
horfes, but would, fuddenly force them into a 
gallop through the worft roads, and fometimes 
as fuddenly check their fpeed upon the moft level 
furface. A commoii piece of rope ferved them 
for a whip, which they feldom had any occafion 
to ufe, as they urged their horfes forwards by 
hooting and whittling like cat-calls. The inter- 
vals of thefe noifes were filled with fmging, 
which is a favourite praftice among the Rufiians, 
^nd has been mentioned by moft travellers .who 
VOL. \. IP have 
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havc'vilited this country. From the wretched 
hamcfe, which was continually breaking,, the 
bkdneis of the roads, the length of time we 
were aJ^rays detained at the pofts before we coiild 
procure horfes, and other impediments, we were 
feldom able to travel more than forty or fifty 
miles a day ; althotigh we commenced our jour- 
ney before fun-rife, and purfued it till it was 
dark. 

Auguft 27. Near Viafma we entered the vaft 
foreft of Volkeuilki, through which we conti- 
nued for 1 50 miles without interruption, almoft 
to the gates of Mofcow. This foreft, which 

ftretches on ail fides to an immenfe extent, gives 

« 

rife to the principal rivers of European Ruflia, 
the Duna, the Dnieper, and the Volga. The 
fo^rces of the Duna were at fome diftance from 
our route ; but thofe of the Dnieper and the 
Volga rofe at fmall intervals from each other, 
not far from Viafma, The countiy in this part 
was more than ufual broken into hill and dale ; 
though it ftill exhibited rather a fucceffion of 
waving furface, than any confiderablie eleva- 
tions. 

' On the 28th vf^e arrived at the village of G ret* 
Jceva towards the clofe of the evening, and im- 
prudently proceeded on dur journey another flage 
of eighteen miles: the evening was exceedingly 
dark, cold, and rainy ; the road uncommonly 

had, 
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bad, and we were in continual apprehenfions of 
being overturned. The greateft danger, how- 
ever, which we encountered, was unknown to 
us until we reached the end of the ftation : wc 
were then informed by our fervants, that we had 
crofled a broad piece of water upon a wooden 
bridge without railing, fo infirm that it almoft 
cracked under the carriage, and fo narrow that 
one of the hind- wheels^ was for an inftant fuf- 
pended over the precipice. Our ufual good fgr- 
tune, however, brought us fafe between twelve 
and on6 to a cottage at Molhaifk, where we 
found an excellent ragout of beef and onions 
prepared by the trufty fervant, >vho always pre- 
ceded us, and provided oun lodging and fupper. 
I have little to fay of Moihaifk, as we entered it 
at fo late an hour, and departed the next morn- 
ing by day-break. We changed horfes at the 
village of.Selo-Naro, and arrived early in the 
evening at Malo-i-Viafma, embofomed in the 
foreft, and pleafantly fituated at thq edge of a 
fmall lake. This place was diftant only 24 mile« 
from Mofcow, where we were impatient to ar- 
|rive ; but we prudently deferred our journey 
until the next morning, as we did not chufe to* 
tempt fortune by expofing ourfelves a fecond 
time to dangers in a dark night and in an un- 
known countrv. ^^ 
The road for fome way before we came to 

1 a Malo- 



I 

• 



276 



TKAVELS IN RUSSIA. 



B. S. 



Malo-ii-Viafma, and from thence to MofcoAri 
was a broad ftraight avenue cut through the fo- 
reft. The trees, which compofed thefe vaft 
plantations, fet by the hand of Nature, were 
oaks, beech, mountain-afli, poplar, pine? and 
fire, mingled together in the moft wanton va* 
riety. The different ihades of green, and the 
rich tints of the autumnal colours, were inex- 
preffibly beautiful ; while the fublime, but uni- 
form expanfe of foreft was occafioijally relieved 
by recefles of paftures and corn fields* 
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>fofcow.—Hiftory.— Removal of the ftat of empire to Peter(btirgh» 
—Population and dcfcription of Mofcow.—Divifiorts.— Kremlin. 
*— Khitaigorod.— Bielgorod.— SemlainigorotU— Sloboda, or fu- 
butbs.^— New palace-gardens* — Old Style.— Hofpltality of the 
Ruifian nobles.— -Account of Muller the celebrated hiftorian.— 
Anniverfary of St. Alexander Nevfld. — Entertainments at Count 
Alexcy Orlofs — ^his ftud.— -Boxing matches.— Vauxhall. 

A U GUST so. The approach to Mofcow 
z*^^ was firft announced at the diftarice of fix 
• miles by fome fpires over-topping an eminence 
at the extremity of the broad avenue cut through 
the foreft ; about two or three miles further we 
afcended a height, from whence a fuperb pro- 
fpe^l of the vaft city burft upon our fight. It 
. ftretched in the form of a crefccnt, to a prodi- 
gious extent; while innumerable churches, 
toWers, gilded fpires and domes, white, red, and 
green buildings, glittering in the fun, formed a 
Iplendid appearance, yet ftrangely contiafted by 
an intermixture of wooden hovels. The neigh- 
' bouring country was undulating; the foreft 
reached to within a mile of the ramparts, and 
-was fucceeded by a range of open paftures^ Wc 
crofled the river Moflcva on a long fpecies of raft 
floating, fattened to each bank, which th^ Ruf- 
fians call a living'bridge, becaufe it bends under 

T 5 tlie 
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the carriage. After a ftri6l examination of our 
paffport we drove through the fuburbs along a 
wooden road ; entered one of the ihterior .circles 
of the tovniy called Bielgorod, and took up our 
quarters at an inn kept by a Frenchman, at 
which fome of the nobility hold aflemblies. 
Our apartments were convenient arid fpacious ; 
we alfo found every accommodation in abun- 
dance, except beds and flieets; for as no one 
who is experienced in the cuftoms of this coun- 
try, travels without thofe articles, inns are fel* 
dom provided with them. With much trouble, 
tiowever, we obtained from our landlord twc^ 
bedfleads with bedding, and one matrais to 
place upon the floor; we could not procure 
more than three fheets, one of which fell to my 
fliare; but we had been fo long accuftomed to 
ileep on ftraw, that we fancied ourfelyes in a 
ftate of unheard-of luxuiy, and blefled our good 
fortune. 

Antiquaries differ confiderably concerning the 
foundation ofMofcow; but the following ac-^ 
qount is moft probable*: ' 

Mofcow owes its foundation to George fbn 
of Vladimir Monomaka, who, in 1154, afcend- 
ed the throne of Ruflia. Being infulted by Ste- 
phen Kutchko, prince of Sufdal, he confifcated 

* See Sumocokors Kldne Chronik Von Mofcau in St. Pet» 
Journal for 1776$ an4 5cherebatof*s Ruff. Gef. p. y^$6. 

his 
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his domains, of which the lands now occupied by 
this city, formed a part, and laid the foundation 
of a new town, which he called Mofkva, from the 
river of that name. But the town fell into fuch 
decay under his fucceffors, that when Daniel, fon 
of Alexander Newfki, received, in the divifion 
of the empire, the duchy of Mofcovy as his 
portion, and fixed his refidence at this place, he 
may ^e faid to have new founded the town* 
The ipot now occupied by the Kremlin, was at 
that time a morafs overfpread with a thick wood, 
containing a fmall ifland with only a fingle hut. 
On this part Daniel conftrufted numerous 
buildings, and enclofed it with wooden fortifi- 
cations. He firft affumed the title of duke of 
Mofcow, %nd was fo attached to thi$ fituation^ 
that on fuccecding his brother Andrew Aleixan- 
drovitch in the great duchy of Vladimir, he con- 
tinued his refidence at Mofcow, which became 
the capital of the Ruffian dominions. His fon 
Ivan cqnfiderably enlarged the new metropolis, 
and in 1367 his grandfon Demetrius Ivanovitch 
Doniki furrounded the Kremlin with a brick 
wall, Thefe new fortifications, however, did 
not prevent Tamerlane, in 1382, from taking the 
town *• Being foon evacuated by that defultory ' 
conqueror, it again came into the poffeffion of 
the Ruffians; but was frequently occupied by 

• S. S. G. vol. IL p. 93. 

T 4 the 
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the Tartars, who in the 1 4th and 1 5th centuries 
over-ran RuiTia, and even maintained a garrifon 
in Mofcow, until they were finally expelled by 
Ivan Vaffilievitch I. Tohim Mofcow is indebt* 
ed for its principal fplendour, and under him it 
became the moft confiderable city of the Ruliian 
empire. 

The Baron of Herberftein, embaffador from 
the emperor Maximilian to the great-dukeA^affili, 
fon of Ivan Vafiilievitch, in the beginning of 
the fixteenth century, is the firft foreign writer 
who gave a defcription of Mofcow, which he 
accompanied with a coarfe engraving of the 
4:own in wood*. In this curious, but rude plan, 
may be diftinguilhed the walls of the Kremlin, 
or citadel, in their prefent ftate, and feveral of 
tht public buildings, which even now cohtribute 
lo its ornament. From this period we are able 
to trace its progress and gradual increafe, under 
^the fucceeding fovereigns, in the accounts of 
feveral Engliflit and foreign J travellers. 

^ofcow continued the metropolis until the 
.^jeginning of the prefent century: when, to the 
.'great diffatisfaAion of the nobility, but with 

• Sec Rcr. Mof. Com. in Rer. Mof. Au6b. 
'^ t Chiefly Chancellor, Fletcher, Smith, the author of Lord Car^ 
iifle'« Embaily, Perry, Bruce, &c. 

J Poflevinus, Margaret, Petreiw, Oleariusj Mayerberg, Le 
Bniyn, &c. 

great 
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great advantage to the ftate, the feat of ^in^iic 
was tiansferred to Peterfburgh. 

Notwithftanding the predilection which Peter 
coAcei yed for Peterfburgh, in which all the fuc- 
ceeding fovereigns, excepting, Peter IL have fix- 
ed their refidence, M ofcow is ftill the moft po- 
pulous city of the Ruffian empire. Here th^ 
chief nobles, who do not belong to the court of 
the emprefs, refide; they herefupport a lajge 
number of retainers, gratify their tafte for a 
ruder and more expenfive magnificence in the 
antient ftyle of feudal grandeur, and are not, as 
at Peterfburgh, eclipfed by the fuperior fplendour 
• of the imperial efiablifliment. , 

Mofcow is fituated in the longitude of 37 der 
gvees 31 minutes fromy the firft meridian of 
G.reenwich, and in 55 degrees 45 minutes 45 
•fecondsof northern latitude. It is the lars^ft 
town in Europe ; the circumference within the 
rampart, which enclofes the fuburbs, being so 
verfts, or 56 miles* ; but it is built in fo flrag- 
gling a manner, that the population in no de- 
gree coiTcfponds to the extept. Some RuiTian 
authors flate the inhabitants at 500,000 ; a num^ 
ber evidently exaggerated. According to Bu^ 
ching, who refided fome years in Ruffia, Mof- 

• The circumference is nearly equal to that of Pekin, whith, 
including the fuburbs, meafures 40 yerds, or 26 miles and three- 
quarters. Journal of St. Pet. April 1775, p. 243. 

COW, 
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COW, in 1770, contained 708 brick-houfes, and 
11,840 wooden habitations* ; 85,73 1 males and 
67,059 females, in all only 1 52, 790 fouls ; a com* 
|>utation which errs in the other extreme f* Ac- 
cording to an account publiflxed in the Journal 
of St. Peterflburghf, the diftridl of Mofcow con- 
tained, in the beginning of 1 780, 2, 1 78 hearths ; 
and the number of inhabitants were iS7,6gs 
males, and 134,918 females, in all 272,616 fouls. 
In the coi^rfe of the fame year the deaths amount- 
ed to 3,702, and the births to B,62i ; and in th^ 
end, the population of the diftrid was found to 
he 140,143 males, and 137,39^ females, in all 
S77,536 fouls. This computation is more accu- • 
rate than either of the others ; and its truth haa 
been recently confirmed by an Englifli gentle*^ 
man lately returned from Mofcow, who made 
this topic the ful^eft of his inquiries. Accord* . 
iug to his account, which he received from the 
lieutenant of the police^, Mofcow contains 
within the ramparts 250,000 fouls, and in the 
adjacent villages, 50,000. 

If 

• AccordingtoH^ym, Mofcow cpntaii^cd, in 1793,3439 houie^ 
of which 1 38Z were of* brick. 

t Byfching's Ncue Erdbefchreibung, V, I. p. g4i. Edit. 1777. 

J For 1 78 1, p. 200. 

§ This computation may bc'relied npon. For as a new aque^ 
duft. near Mofcow was juft iinifhed, it was neccffary to form as 
cxsiGt zA eilimate as pof£bh of the number of inhabitants, in orde^ 

td 
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If I was ftruck with the Angularity of Smo- 
leniko, I was all aftoniihment at the immenfity 
and variety of Mofcow, a city fo irregular, fo 
tincommon, fo extraordinary, arid fo contrafted, 
.never before claimed my attention. The ftreets 
are in general exceedingly long and broad : ibme 
are paved ; others, particularly thofe in the fu- 
biirbs, formed with trunks of trees, or boarded 
with planks like the floor of a room ; wretched 
hovels are blended vrith large palaces ; cottages 
of one ftory ftand next to the moft ftately man- 
fions. Many brick ftru^lures are covered with 
wooden tops; fome of the timber houfes are 
painted, others have iron doors and roofe. Nu-^ 
merous churches prefent themfelves in every 
quarter, built in the oriental ftyle of afchitedure j 
fonie with domes of copper, others of tin, gilt or 
painted green, and many roofed with wood. Iiv^ 
a word, fome parts of this vaft city have the ap- 
pearance of a fequeftered defert, other quarters^ 
of a populous town ; fome of a contCA^ptible 
village, others of a great capital. 

Mofcow may be confidered as a town built 
^pon the Afiatic model, but gradually becoming 

to regulate the necelTary fupply of water for each family. Richter 
thfsrretf " The popalation of Mofcow differs according to the fea- 
foA of the 3pear. In winter, when the nobility and their retaineiB 
flock to the metropolis, the inhabitants exceed pp^ooo^ but in 
fununer, when they retire to the country* do net amount to 
200,coo«"-^:>kl2se von Mofkaut^t 

more 



fi6« TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. B. 3L 

more and more European ; exhibiting a motley 
mixture of difcordant archite&ure. It is diilri- 
buted into five divifions : i • Kremlin ; d* Ehitai- 
gorod; 3. Rielgorod: 4. Semlainogorod ; 5.SI0- 
boda, or fuburbs. 

1 . The Kremlin was probably thus denominat- 
ed by the Tartars when in poffeffion of Mofcow, 
from the word Krem, or Krim, which fignifies a 
fortrefs. It ilands in the central and highefi 
part of the city, near the conflux of the Moikva 
and Neglina, which waih two of its fides, is of a 
triangular form, and about two miles in circum- 
ference. It is furrounded by high walk of flone 
and brick, which were conftruded by Solario, a 
celebrated architeft of .Milan, in 149 1, under the 
reign of Ivan Vafiilievitch L as appears from a 
curious infcription over one of the gates. 
. ** Joannes Vafilii Dei Gracia Magnus Dux 
Volodimeriae Mbfcovias Novogardie Tiferiae 
Plefcoviae Veticie Ongarie Permiie Buolgarie et 
Aliar. Totius Q. Raxi^ Dominus Anno Tertio 
Imperii Sui Has Tuitcs Condere Fet. Statuit 
Petrus Antonides Solarius Mediolanenfis anno 

Nat. Domini 1491. K. Julii." 

The reader will doubtlefs be as much furpri^ed 
.as I was to find, that the Tzars employed foreign 
architects at fo early a period, before their coun* 
try was fcarcely known to the refl: of Europe. 
Tlie Kremlin is not disfigured by wooden houfes, 

and 
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and contains the antient palace of the Tzars, fe- 
veral churches, two convents, the patriarchal 
palace, the arfenal now in ruins, and one private 
houfe, which bel6nged to Boris Go<Junof before 
he was raifed to the throne*. 

2. The fecond divifion is called Khitaigorod, a 
term conjeftured by fome etymologifts to imply 
the Chinefe town. ' Voltaire, in his Hiftory of 
Peter the Great, fupports this opinion, when he 
calls Khitaigorod " La partie appellie la ville 
Chinoife, oil les raretis de la Chine s'ettallaientJ^ 
But this divifion of Mofcow bore that appellation 
long before any conneftion was opened between 
the Ruffians and Chinefe ; and the beft hifto* 
rians fuppofe the word Cathay or Khitai to have 
been introduced by the Tartars when thev had 
pofTeffion of Mofcow f: in proof of this conjec- 
ture, it is alledged, that there is^ a town in the 
* Ukraine called Khitaigorod, and another of the 
fanic iftame in Podolia ; both which province;^ 
thou^ unknown to^ the Chinefe, were eitheV 
over-run 'or inhabited by Tartars. 

The Khitaigorod J is inclofed on. one fide by 

• See' the next Chapter, where fome of thofe buildings are dc- 
fcribed. Since my viilt to Mofcow, many additional buildings 
iiave been conftru6led, particularly the fenate houie> a magnificent' 
ilru6t»re, built by the cmprefs. 

t S. R. G. V. VIII. p. 538—541. 

\ Khitaigorod is faid to be of Tartar derivation, and to mean 
the MUdle ^tnvny from its iituation betwee|i the Kremlin an(^ . 

' - ' that 
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that wall of the Kremlin which runs from the 
Mofkva to the Neglina, and on the other by 
a brick wall of inferior height It is much 
laiger than the Kremlin^ ^nd contains the iini- 
veffity, the printing-houfe, and' many other 
public buildings, together with all the tradef- 
mens ihops. The edifices are moftly ftuccoed 
or white-wafhed;^and it has the only ftreet in 
Mofcow in which the houfes fland contiguous 
to each other without any intervals. 

S. The Bielgorod, or White Town, which 
jiearly encircles the two preceding divifions, is 
fuppofed to derive its name from a white wall 
with which it was. formerly enclofed, and of 
which fome remains ftill exift. 

4. Semlainogorpd, which environs the three 
other quarters, takes its denomination from a 
circular rampart of earth with which it is en- 
compaifed. ' Thefe two divifions exhibit a gro- 
tefque group of churches, convents, palaces, 
brick and wooden houfes, and mean hqirels;, in 
no degree fuperior to peafants' cottages* 

5. The Sloboda, or Suburbs, foipn a vaft ex- 
terior circle round the parts already dcfcribeA 
and arelnvefted with a low rampart and ditch, 
Thefe fuburbs contain, befides numerous build- 
ings of all denominations, corn-fields, much 
open paflure, and fome fmall lakes> which give 
rife to the Neglina, 

6 Th€ 
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The Moflcva flows through the city in a 
winding channel; but, excepting iti fpring, is 
only navigable for rafts: it receives the Yaufa 
in the the Semlainogorod, and the Neglina at 
the weftem extremity of the Kremlin: both 
which rivulets are, in fuipmer, almoll dry. 

The morning after our arrival, liaving ordered 
our Ruffian fervant to hire a carriage during our 
ilay at Mofcow, he procured a coach with fix. 
horfes of diiferent colours; the coachman and 
poftillions were dreffed like peafanls, with high 
cylindrical hats; the coachman with a long 
. beard and fheep-fkin robe, fat on the box ; the 
poftillionSy in a coarfe drugget garb, were 
mounted upon the off horfes, "according to the 
cuftom of this country. Behind the carriage 
was an enormous fack of hay : upon eij^preffing 
furprize at this appendage, we were informed, 
that almolt every carriage at Mofcow is provide . 
ed with a viaticum of this fort, which, while 
the mafter is paying his vifits, or iS) at dintier, is 
occafionally given to the horfes. Some refrefli- 
.ments of this kind, indeed, feemed neceffary, as 
our horfes never fav/ the liable from the morn- 
ing until the evening, or at midnight ; and re- 
mained during that interval, like ihofe of our 
hackney-coaches, in the flreets. During our 
continuance in this city, we, not uncom.monly, 
jjercfived about dijiner-tjime, in the court-yards^ 

©f 
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of thofe houfes where we dined, many horfes 
without bridles, and unhamcffed from ^the re- 
fpe^tive carriages, browfing upon their portable 
provenaer (Irewed on the ground; with them 
yrere intermixed different parties of coachmen 
and poftillions, who at the fame time gratified 
the calls of hunger upon a repaft ready prepared, 
like that of their cattle, and which too required 
as little ceremony in ferving up. The frequency 
of thefe obje^^s foon rendered them familiar, and 
we ceafed to look upon our trufs of hay as an 
excrefcence. . • 

The firft vifit we made in our new equipage 
was ta our banker, who lived at the furtheft ex- 
tremity pf one of the fubuibs, at the diftance of , 
four miles from our inn. Our coachman drove 
. through the town with great expedition, gene- 
rally in a brife trot, and frequently a full gal- 
lop, without any difiinftion of paved or board- 
ed ftreets. Having fettled our bufmefs with the 
banker,* who was our countryman, and oblig- 
ingly furniflied us with a large collection of 
Englifli news-papers, we croffed the Yaufa over 
a raft bridge to q, palace, conftru61(!:d for the re- 
ception of the prefent emprefs, when ilic yifits 
Mofcow; this palace is not, according to our 
ordinary acceptation of the word, a fingle ftruc- 
turc; but, in the true ftyle of Aiiatic grandeur, 

a vaft affcipblage of numerous buildings diftrj- 

butcd 
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buted into feveral ftreets, and bearing the ap- 
pearance of a moderate town** The bafe of 
each building is ftone, but of fo foft a nature," 
that it feemed fcarcely adequate to fupport the 
fuperftruciure ; the bricks ufed for the remainder 
of the fabHc crumbled at the touch, nor did 
the wofkilianfliip exceed the materia^ for the 
walls were in many places out of the perpendicu- 
lar line* 

' The greater part of the timber, employed in 
the conftrudion of thefe vaft edifices w^ fa- 
Ihioned with the axe* Though \ Qften faw the 
the carpenters at work, I never once perceived a 
faw in their hands : they cut the trees through 
with the axe, they hewed planks, vwith . the axe^ 
they formed tbe beams, and fitted thetn togen 
ther with the axe. With this fimple engine they 
iTiortaifed and tenanted the fmallefl: as well as 
the largefl: pieces of wood, and » fmoothed the 
boards for the floor with the niceft exaftnefs. 
Indeed,' the dexterity andjufl:nefs with which 
they managed this infl:rument was wonderful; 
but the operation muft evidently bccafion a prQ- 
digious wafte df labour and wood< 

The gardens, which belonged to the old par* 
lace, built by EUzabeth near the fpot where th^ 
prefent ftruftwe was erefting, are fl:ill retained: 
they are of confiderable extent, and contained 

* Paul coxlVerted this palace into barracks for tooo men. ' 

VQL* I* u ibme 
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fome of the bed ^vel walks I have feen fihcc 
tny departure from England/ In fome parts the 
grounds were kid out in a pleafing and natural 
manner ; but in general the old fty le of garden- 
ing prevailed, and prefentcd rows of clipped 
•ye\r*treed, long ftraight canals, and a profufioa 
of prepofterous ftatues. Hercules prefided at a 
fountain, with a retinue of gilded cupids, dol- 
phins, and lamias ; every little ftrufture Mas a 
'pantheon; and every grove was haunted by^ 
-Apollos and Dianas ; but the principal deity in 
tlie place wafe a female figure- holding a comu- 
'^opia revferfed, which, inftead of diftributing, 
^as ufual, all kinds of fruit, grain, and flowers, 
»Jjour^ out ctowns, coronets, and mitres. The 
Teigh of the^ ' deities was, however, doomed ta 
'l>^ iliort : under the aufpices of Catharine, all 
^hefe inftances of grotefque tafte will be re- 
moved, and give place to more natural orna- 
ments. This palace and gardens occupy the ex- 
tremity of the fubui'bs, within tlie compafs of 
the exterior rampart which encircles the whole 
town. 

We foon ceafed to be fifrprized that our car- 
riage was provided with, fix horfes, as nothing 
was more common than to meet the equipages 
of the nobility with complete fets, driving 
merely about the ftVeets of M ofc9 w. As , the 
city is of fo large a compai^ many kackney 
4 cariaagea 
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carnages are ftationed: in the ftreets for convey- 
ing paffengers to the different quarters. Thefe 
Vehicles are without tops, bare moftly four 
Hirheels, . and are prorided eith^er with a long 
bench, or one, two, or three fepara*e feats, like 
arni chairs, placed fide- ways : theii^ fares are fo 
Teafonable, that feryants occafionally ufe the^ 
upon errands to diftant parts of the .city. Thft 
•coachman generally drives at the rate bf eight or 
nine miles an hour. ., . 

- September i. This itiorning vrc i^ceived a 
ttsird of invitation - from Count Ofterman, go^ 
verrior of Mofcow, t^ ttinner for the 22d qf Au- 
guft; but, as it wasf ,thie 1 ft of 'Sfe^teniber, but 
fervant, who took the meffagei'^^aJme laughing 
into the room, and informed ' u», th^t we^ wei* 
invited to an entertainment that was paft : h6 
had endeavoured, he added, to convince the 
meflensjerof themiftake; but the man infifted 

f 

that the enfuing day was the <2i2d df Auguft. • It 
was indeed a natural miftake in our ferVanlj 
who did not know tl^at the Ruffians ftiU ad-* 
hcred to the old ftyk, and as h^,had paffed th^ 
®2d of Auguft int Lithuania, it -is no wonde* 
that he was fupri^led at finding it aglain (b foott 
at Mofcow. 

. Until the r^ign of pjetet the G^eat^ i;he Ruf» 
fians began-their year in Septeinber, and dated 

V a; theit 
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their sera from the creation of the world*, and 
not from the nativity of our Saviour. In noo, 
Peter in(iitute4 a grand jubilee at Mofcow, and 
ordftinedj that from that period the year fliould 
commence ia January, and be computed from 
,tlier Chriftian . a^ra, • according to the fty le then 
in ufe in England. As a mark of veneration to 
his memory, no alteration has been made in the 
Ruffian calendar : and Ruffia is the bnlv Euro- 
:pean nation which ftill retains the old ftyle. 

The fame iporning^ we Carried a letter of re- 
commendation from count Stackelberg, the 
Ruffian embaffador at Warfaw, to prince VoN 
konlki, goverripr of the prpvince, Avho received 
us with great cordiality, and invited us to din- 
ner, defiring us to confider hi$ table asours dur*- 
irig our continuance at Mofcow. The prince is 
in his 67tliyear, and recoUefts Peter the Great, 
whom he defcribed as fix feet in height, ftrong 
and well made, with his head flouchins; and 
awry, of a dark complexion, and a countenance 
cjpntinually fubjeftto diftortions; adding, that 
he was generally dreffed in his green uniform, or 
a plain brown coat ; was remarkable for the 
linenefs of his linen, wore his fliort black hair 

• They reckoned alfo, according to the opinion of the Greeks » 
5508 yeart| inftead of only 3369, from the creation to the na- 
• tivity." ^iu ;,..,. ■ 

without 
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without powder, and whiflcers. The prince a- 
raufedus with relating feveral apecdotes of tliat 
great monarch, and amongft others, one which 
he received from prince Mentchikor. , 

After the battle of Pultava, while his father) 
prince Volkoniki, was following Charles XH.^ 
with a corps of light horfe, an aid-de-camp: 
brought an order frorii Mentchikof .to halt;: he, 
obeyed, but difpatcbed a meffenger to acquaint 
the prince, that he was puifuing the king of: 
Sweden with the faireft profpeft of overtaking 
him. Mentchikof was greatly aftoniflied at this: 
meffage, as no orders for difco^tinuing the pur- 
fuit had iffued from him, and his fuppofed aid- 
de-camp was nevei' difcovered. As Peter infti- 
^ tuted no inquiry concerning the perfon who; 
had probably prevented the capture of his moft 
formidable rival, it is fufpe^ed that the ftrata- 
gem was contrived by himfelf, in order to avoid 
being embarraffed with a prifoner whom he 
would be unwilling either to releafe^ or detain 
long in captivity. 

Nothing can exceed the hofpitality of 
the Ruffians. )Ve never paid a morning vi* 
fit to any nobleman without being detained 
to dinner: we alfo conftantly received ge** 
neral invitations; but, confidering thein, as 
mete compliments, were unwilling to intrude 

ouifdve^ without further nptice. We fooa 

• 
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found, liowever, that the principal pcrfons of 
diftin^ion kept open tables, and were highly 
obliged by our reforting to them without cere- 
mony. Prince Volkonfki in- particular, having 
oafuaily dlfcovered that we had dined the pre- 
ceding day at the inn, politely upbraided us ; 
repeating his affiarances, that his table was ours, 
and that when we were not engaged, he ihould 
always expeft us for iiis gu^fts. Indeed the 
ftrongefi: expreffions can fcarcely do juftice to 
the attention and kindnefs of this excellent no- 
bleman : not content with admitting us to his ta- 
fele without form, he was anxious that our cu* 
riofity Hiould be gratifiejdT with the fight of 
every nemarkable objc6l atMofcow; he ordered 
his aid-de-i^mp to accompany us to different 
parts of the city, and as we. were extremely dc- 
firous to become acquainted with JVfuUer, the 
celebrated fciftorian of this <:ountry, be invited 
him to meet us at dinner. 
. MuUerfpeaks and. writes* the German, Ruf- 
fian, French, and Latin tongues witli uncommon 
fluency; and rtads'the Englifh,. Dutch, Swedifh, 
Dacnifli, and Greek . with great facility. His 
toesHioryis ftiil'futprizing, and his accurate ac- 
quaintance with the- mimuteft; incidents of the 
Ruffmn »nnal3: altnofl furpaiQfes belief, 
• At, tjiq :c^iQi<^lu(iQn) of the dinner I bad the 
plcafurt ^ acmi9p»nyjrigj this oninent hiflorian' 

;: :; to 
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to his houfe, ani paffed foine hours in his li-» 
brary. He poffeffes moft of the books in the 
different languages of modem Europe which 
treat of Ruffia: the Engliih writers upon thb 
country are far'more numerous than I imagined. 
His colleftion of fkate-papers and manufcripts is 
invaluable, and arranged in the fexafteft order. 

Every lover of literature muft regret, that 
Muller, who is admirably qualified for the tafk, 
and has already prepared the materials, has not 
favoured the public with a regular hiftory of 
Ruffia, and that on account of. his advanced 
age, he muft confign to others the ufe of thofe 
papers which he has fo diligently accumulated. 
He will, however, always be cpnfidered as the 
great father of Ruffian hiftory, as well from the 
excellent fpecimens he himfelf has produced, as 
from the vaft fund of inforuiatioa which he be- 
queaths to future authors, 

Gerard Frederic Muller was bom in 1 705^ at 
Herforden, in the circle Weftphalia, He re- 
ceived the early part of his education under his 
father, Thomas Muller, reftor of the Gymna- 
fium ; in the 1 7th year of his age was removed 
to the univerfity of Rinteln, and in the follow- 
ing year to Leipfic, . Having greatly diftin- 
guiihed himfelf by rapid advances in various 
branches of polite literature, in the aoth year of 
his age, he was recommended to Peter the Great 

u 4 ^ 
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as a proper perfon to be appointed member of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences. He arrived 
at PeterfHurgh in November 1725, after the de- 
mife of Peter; but was nominated by Catha- 
rine the Firft, adjunft to the Imperial Academy. 
He read lectures in the Latin tongue on hiftory 
and geography, and in 1730 was Appointed Pro-- 
feflbr of hiftpry, and member of the Imperial Aca- 
demy. In the fame year he began his travels into 
Germany, Holland, and England, and, during his 
refidence in London, was chofen member of the 
Royal Society. Being deputed by the emprefsi 
Anne to explore the extreme paits of Siberia, 
and the peninfula of Kamtchatka; he fet out, on 
the 8th of Auguft 1733, on this memorable ex- 
pedition, in company with Steller, De Liifle, the 
elder Gmelin, and Kraflieninikof, The indefa- 
tigable traveller turned his principal attention to 
the hiftory, geography, antiquities, manners, 
and cuftoms of the various people and hordes 
of Siberia. He compiled or conefted maps of 
the diftrifls which he viiited, arranged the ar- 
chives of the principal towns, and copied the 
moft important documents, 

The unremitting affidulty with which he con- 
tinued his inquiries, brought on a nervous com- 
plaint, which prevented him from accompany- 
ing his fellow travellers ; and compelled him to 
dmaud his recal, Haying obtained the. em* 
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prefs's permiffion to return, he faw his compa- 
nions depart with regret ; but aftewards, reco- 
vering his health, was impelled by literary zeal 
to continue his travels into the extreme parts of 
Siberia, notwithftanding the fatigue of the jour- 
ney, through ati inhofpi table country, and over 
almoft impaflable roads. He vilited Irkutfk, 
Okotfk, and even penetrated to Yakutfk, where 
he arrived in 1736. In examining the archives, 
he found the original account of the Ruffian 
voyages in the Frozen Ocean, and in the fea of 
Kamtchatka, and difcovered that, in the laft cen- 
tury, Deflmef, a Ruffian navigator, had taken his 
departure from the river Kovyma, failed along 
the Frozen Ocean, and doubled the north-eaft- 
ern promontory of Afia*; thus afcertainino- a 
point which had long agitated the literary 
world, that the continents of Afia and America 
were feparated by the fea. This important dif- 
CO very occafioned various atten^ts to explore 
the north-weftern coaft of America, and o-ave 
rife tb the expedition of captain Cook. 

After an abfence often years MuUer returned 
to St. Peterfl^urgh in the beginning of 1 743 ; and 
was received by the emprefs Elizabeth with great 
marks of diftin6tion. In 1747 he was appointed 
hiftoriographer, and reftor of the Imperial uni- 
verfity, received other promotions at St. Peterf- 

• See Account of the Ruffian Pifcoyeries between Afia and 
America* ' 

burgh, 



MS 



TRAV&LS IN .H i; S S I A- 



B. S* 



burgh, and at length was appointed, by the pre- 
fent emprefs, confellor of fqite, ^d keeper of 
liie archives at Mofcow *. 

His principal work is a CoUedion of ^^uffian 
Hiftories^ in nine volumes, and contains many 
curious and intereftijig articles : an account of 
the Ruffian annals,^ drawn from the Byzantine 
"writers, from the^antient Sclavonian chronicles^ 
and from Snorro Sturlenfis, an hiftorian of Nor- 
way; various details of the Calmuc Tartars, 
and /Zaporavian Coffacs; *the Commerce and 
Pofleflion$ of the Genoefe on the Coafis of 
the Black Seaj and at Azof; an account of the ' 
Ruffian and'Cninefe Settlements on the River 
Amoor ; Hiftory and Commerce of Siberia ; Hif- 
tory of Ruffia, from the Reign of Boris Godu-* 
nof to the Acceffion of Midiael Feodorovitch * 
Remarkable Things in Afiatic Ruffia, aifd in 
Turkey in Afia; the Ruffian Trade to China;' 
Natural Hiftory of the Diftrifts between the 
Don and Diepper; Account of Novogorod,- 
Dorpait, Pernau, and Riga. 

• 

• The cmprefs purchafed his fine colledion of books and ma- 
nurcnpts for /;.a,ooo. This great patronefs of letters configned 
alio toliiro the charge of arranging and printing, at her expence^ 
a Colledion of Rufiian Treaties, in tiie form of Dumonfs C(nrf» 
DiphmMiqui ^ \fQt the death of , the learned hiftorian prevented the 
completion. He did on the i6th of 06lober 1783, in the 78th 
year of his age^ Catharine, a (hort time before his death, honored 
Mr. Mttllcr with the order of St. Vladimir, and has teftified her 
fefpedt to his memory by enobling his family. 

The . 
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^ The third volume of this interefting work 
contains an " Account of the Ruffian Voyages 
end Difcoveries along the Coafts of the Frozen 
Sea, and in the Eaftern Oceto towards Japan 
Itnd America," from 1636 to the termination of 
Bering's and TchirikoFs expedition in 1742: to 
this publication 1 was greatly indebted for my 
ftccount of the Ruffian difcoveries. 

To thefe works the accura:te and indefatigable 
writer fucceffiveiy added many other valuable 
performances on fimilar fubje^, both in the 
German ^and Ruffian languages, which eluci- 
date the hiftory ai\d tq)ography of this yaft 

enH>'ire- 

September lO. This day being facred to 
Alexander Nevfki, a faint highly revered, by 
the Ruffianis, and in whofe honour an order of 
knighthood was inftituted by Peter the Great, 
was kept with great folemnity. Service was 
.performed in the principal churches of Mofcow 
with all the pageantry peculiar to the Greek re- 
ligion, and the governor of the province gave 
ft fpl^ndid entertainment, .to which the princin 
pal nobility and clergy were invited. 

Alexander Nevfki, a name more refpe6l:able 
than moft of the faints >vho fill the Ruffian ca- 
lendar, was fon of the great duke Yaroflaf, and 
^purifhed m the beginning of the isth centuiy, 
«t a peripd \fhen Iris country was reduced to 

, the 
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' the utmoft extremity by a combination of for- 
midable enemies. He repulfed an army of 
Swedes and Teutonic knights, and wounded the 
king of Sweden with his own hand on the bank 
of the Neva, from whence he obtained the ap- 
pellation of Nevfki. He defeated the Tartars 
in feveral engagements, and delivered his coun- 
try from a difgraceful tribute impofed by the 
fucceffors of Zinghis Khan. His life feems to 
have been almoft one continued fcene of aftion ; 
and he performed fuch almoft incredible a6ls of 
valour, as induced an ignorant and fuperftitious 
people to confider him as a fuperior being, and 
confecrate his memoiy. He died about the 
year 1262, at Gorodetz, near Niflmei Novogb- 
rod. The great fuperiority of his chara6ler was 
evinced, as well by viftories which diftinguiihed 
the Ruffian arms during his life, as by the nu- 
merous defeats which immediately took place on 
his deceafe. 

The morning of this anniverfary was ufliered 
in by the ringing of bells uncommonly loud ; in 
ceffaut peals refounded in every quaiter of the 
city, but more particularly in the Kremlin, 
which contains the principal churches and the 
largeft bells. At eleven we' paid our refpefts to 

^ prince Volkonfki, who, as governor of the pro- 
vince of Mofcow, had a levee : he wore the red 
ribband of the order of St. Alexander, and re- 

. -^v^ ceived 
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ceived the compliments of the principal nobi- 
lity and gentry. From the levee we repaired to 
the cathedral of St. Michael, and wefe prefent 
at high mafs, performed by the archbifliop of 
Roftof. The church being filled with an im- 
menfe concourfe of people, we could not, with- 
out the utmoft difficulty, penetrate to the bot- 
tom of the ifteps leading to the fhrine, front 
which the biihop occafiondly came forth to ad- 
dreis the congregation. The confufion ^ ^riling 
frotti the croud,' and the rapid fucceffion of va- 
rious ceremonies, diftra^led our iattentiorf, And 
rendered us incapable of difcriminating the dif- 
ferent'parts of the fervice. We could only ob- 
ferve in general a great difplay of pomp and 
fplendour, and many cereftionies fimilar to thofe 
defcribed on a former occafion, with the addi- 
tion of others appropriated to the greater fefti* 
vals of the Ruffian church. 

At the conclufion of the fervice, which lafted 
two hours, we returned to prince Volkon{ki*s; 
where ninety perfons were affembled at an en- 
tertainment given in honour of the day; when 
the archbifliop of Roftof entered the rootn, the 
prince met him at the door, and kiifed his hand 
after the prelate had made the fign of the crofs ; 
he paid the fame mark of refpeS; to tM^o other 
biihopS; and the greater part of the company 

fucceffively 
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Ihccefflvely followed the prince's example. Be-* 
ing prefented to the archbifliop, I held a long 
converfatioii i^ith him in the Latin tongue, 
which he fpoke with great fluency. He ap- 
peared to be feniible, well-informed, atid ,verfed 
in vsurious branches of literature : he had perufed 
the works of feveral of our beft divines, either 
Originally written, or tranflated into Latin, and 
mentioned their compofitions with much appro- 
bationy I troubled him with feveraV queftions 
rdative to the fervice of the RulTian church, 
which he anfwered with great readinefs and con- 
defceniion. The bible, he faid, is tranflated 
into Sclavonian, the liturgy is written in that 
language, which is the mother-tongue of the 
Builian, and therefore the ftyle of the facred 
writings, though fomewhat obfolete, Is under- 
fiood without much difficulty even by the com- 
mon people. 

' Thfe clergy^ he informed me, ^re divided 
into fecular and regular prieils ; the latter, from 
whom are chofen thei dignitaries of the churchi 
are not permitted to marry; tlie feculars are 
the parifli-priefts, and from a literal observation 
<>f St.. Paul's precept, "the huflKLnd qf>one 
" wife,'' a're required, as a qualification for or* 
ders, to marry; 'and, in the fpirit of the iame 
tenet, axe aflter^the deatlji, of theif wives deemed 
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utifit for the facred funftion. The difqualificse- 
tion arifing from widowhood may, indeed, be 
healed by the bifliop's difpenfation* ; T)ut a fe- 
cofid marriage irrecoverably divorces from the 
altar. The archbiiliop was politely continaing 
to acquaint me with many other circumftanccs 
peculiar to the ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, when 
the couverfation was ffiternipted by a fummoni 
to dinner. A fmall table in the cdfner of the 
with-drawing room, according to the cuftom ia 
this country, was previoufly covered ^ith plates 
'of caviare, red-herring, bread, butter, and ch'eift^ 
^nd different forts of /e^w^wri?, to which thecoma 
pany helped themfelves befdi-e they adjourned I* 
dinner. 

About ninety perfons fat down to a fpleridiiS 
,ientertainmcnt. Dufing t)ie fecond courfe, a 
large glafs with a cover being brought to prince 
Volkonlfki, he ftodd up, delivered the cover to 
the archbishop, who fat next him, filled the glafi 
ivith champagne, and drank the emprefs's health, 
which was accompanied with adifcharge of can- 
non. The archbifhop followed his example, and 
the glafs was in like manner circulated round the 
table* The healths of the great-duke, of the 
great-duchefs, and of their fon prince Alexan- 
der, were then fucceffively toafted with the fame 

* In general the (eculax* prieft, when a widower, is received 
Into a monafteiy t 
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ceremonies ; after which count Panin arofe, and 
drinking a return of thanks to the mafter of the 
feaft, was joined by the whole company. When 
each loaft was named by the prince, all the per- 
fons at table rofe out of refpe<9;, and remained 
ftanding while he drank. 

During our ftay at M.pfcow we frequently ex- 
perienced the hofpitality of count Alex^y Orlof, 
who, in tlie lad war with the Porte, commanded 
the Ruffian fleet in the Archipelago, and burnt 
.the Turkifli armament in the bay of Tchefme, 
for which- a&i^H he was honoured with the title 
/)f Tchefmin(ki. The cuftom of conferring an 
additional name for the performance of fignal 
fervices to the country, was, in imitation of the 
Ronxans, ufually praftifed by Conftantine and 
his fucceflbrs the Greek emperors, who reigned 
at Conftantinople. From that quarter it proba- 
bly pafled to the Ruffians, who in the earlier 
times of their hiftory gave fimilar appellations to 
fome of their illuftrious leaders. Thus the great- 
duke Alexander was called Nevfki for his viftory 
over the Swedes near the Neva, and Demetrius 
Ivanovitch was denominated Donfki, for his 
conquefl of the Tartars upon the banks of the 
Don. This cuftom, ,which long difcontinued, 
was revived by the prefent emprefs. Marfhal 
Romanzof received the denomination of Zadu- 
naifki, fox his viftories fouth of the Danube; 

* prince 



prince Dolgorucki that of Crinrfki for his fuc* 
ceffes in the Crimea : and count Orlaf this of 
Tchefminfki. for the naral vi6tory in the bay of 
Tchefme.i ' - ' . • 

The bbufe of count Oriof is fit'ualed at th<f 
cxtt^emity of one of the fuburbs; tipon* an ' ele- 
vated fjjot, coriimanding a fine view df*the'vaft 
city of Mofcow and the neighbouring couiftry ; 
many feparate buildings occupy a large tra& of 
ground. The offices, ftables, manfcge, and other 
detached ftriiftures, are of brick ;' the founda- 
tion and lower ftory of the dwellitig-houfe are 
built Avith the fame material; but the upper 
part is of wood*, neatly painted of a green co- 
lour.' We carried a letter of recomitte^idatiori^ 
from prfuce Staniflaus Poniatowfl^i, the king of 
Poland's nephew, to the count, who received 
tis with great franknefs, and detain<?d us at din- 
ner : he defired us to lay afide all form ; adding, 
that he was a plain man, had a high efteem for 
the Eiiglifli nation, and fliould be happy to ren- 
der us every fervice in his power during our (lay 
at ]\Iofcow.^ We had the pleafure of dining fe* 
veral times, with him, and always met with the 
luoft polite reception. The count feemed4;6 live 

.* Wooden houfes arc by many perfons in this country. fuppofed 
to be warmer and more wholefome than thole of brick and flone» 
which is the reafoA why feveral of the Ruffian nobility chufe that 
part of the houfe, which they inhabit themfclves, to be cgnitiudted 
with wood. 

' VOL. i. X in 
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in the true (ty W of old Ruffian hofpitality, and 
kept an open tabtei abounding with a great va-^ 
fiety of Greek wines, which he brought from 
the Archipclaga One diih, ferved on his plen- 
tiful board, was e^ctremely delicious, and Qnly 
inferior to our bed venifon ; it was a quarter of 
an Afirajcan flieep, remarkable for the quantity 
and flavour of the f^t*. 

There was inufic during dinner, which gene- 
rally made a pait of the entertainment at the^ 
tables of the nobility. We obferved aifo ano* 
ther ufual infiance of parade; numerous re* 
tainers and dependents were intermixed with 
the feryants, but ieldom aflifted in any menial 
office : they occafionally ftood round their lord's 
chair, and feemed greatly pleafed whenever they 
were di&ingulihed by a nod or a fmile. In this 
train was an Armenian, recently arrived from 
Mount Caucafus, who, agreeably to the cuftom 
of his country, inhabited a tent pitched in the 
garden, and covered with felt His drefs con*^ 
filled of a long loofe robe tied with a fafli, large 

* la iht court-yard I obierved ieireral (heep of this fpedes nng^^ 
ing about the ftables, fo perfe^y tame t|iat they fuifered us to 
Urake tltinu They «re almoft as lai^e as fallow deer, but witk 
much fluMter \egt : they have no hornf, long flowing ears, and, in» 
Aead of tails, a large bunch of fat, fometimes weighing thirty 
pounds* Mr. Pennant has given an engraving of the(e fheep in 
htf Hsftory of Quadrupeds, wj^ch he has accoxQpanied with an ac^ 
c^mte deftriptiom ' 
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breeches, and boots:, his hair was cut, in the 
manner of the Tartars, in a circular form ; his 
arms were a p^oignard, and a bow of buffaloes 
horn ftrung with the finews of the fame animal. 
He was extremely attached to his mafter ; and 
when firft prefented, voluntarily took an oath of 
fealty, and fwore, in the true language of 
Eaftern hyperbole, to attack all the count's ene- 
mies; offering,, as a proof of fincerity, to cut < 
off his own ears ; he alfo wilhed that all the fick- ^ 
nefs, which at any time threatened his mafter, 
might be transferred to himfelf. He examined 
our clothes, and feemed delighted with pointing 
out the fuperiority of his own drefs in the article 
of convenience ; he threw himfelf into different 
attitudes with uncommon agility, and defied us 
to follow his example ; he danced a Calmuc 
dance, which confifted in ftraining every muf* 
cle, and writhing the body into various contpr- 
tions without ftirring from the fpot: he beckon- 
ed us into the garden, took great pleafurc in 
fli6wing us his tent and his arms ; and fliot fcve*. 
ral arrows to an extraordinary height. We wcr« 
ftruck with the 'unartificial charafter of this Ar- 
menian, who feemed like a wild-man juft begin-* 
ning to be civilized. 

Count Orlof, who is fond of the manege, it 
efleemed to pofTefs, though not the largeft, yet 
the finefi ftud in RuiTia, and he was fb obliging as 

X 2 to 
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to gratify our curiofity by conveying us to his 
country-houfe, at the diftance of fifteen miles 
from Mofcow. He conveyed us in his own car- 
riage drawn by fix horfes, harnefled with ropes, 
ind placed two in front, and four a-breafi: in the 
hinder row; an empty coach, Mith fix horfes, 
ranged two by two, followed for parade. He 
was attended by four huifars, and the Armenian 
accoutred with his bow and quiver, who conti- 
nually fhouted and \vaved his hand Avith the 
ftrongeft expreflions of tranfport; he occa- 
fionally galloped his hoife clofe to the carriage, 
then fuddcnly flj9pped and wheeled round to the 
right or left with great rapidity. 
■ In our route we paffed feveral large convents, 
furrounded, like many of the monafteries in this 
country, with walls of brick, bearing the ap- 
pearance of fmall foatrefTes ; we crofled the 
Moficva twice, and entered a circular plain of 
luxuriant pafture, in themidfl: of which rifes an 
infulated hill, with the count's houfe on the top. 
This feat commands a beautiful view of a circular 
plain, watered by the Mofivva, and ficirted by 
gentle hills, whole fides prefent a rich variety of 
"WQpd, corn, and pafture. 

The greater part of the fljud was grazing in 
the plain: it confitted of fine ftallions, and above 
:ftxty brood-mares, moft of which had foal^s. 
The colledion was gleaned from the moft diftant 
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quarters of the globe; from Arabia, Turkey, 
Tartary, Perfia, and England. The count ob- 
tained the Arabians during his expedition: in the 
Archipelago, fotne as prefents from AH- Bey, 
others by purchafe or conqueft from the Turks : 
amongft thefe he chiefly prized four horfes (two 
of which ^v^ had noticed in the manege at Mof- 
cow) of the t'^ue Cochlean hve^Ay fo much 
efteeniied in Arabia, and felck)in feen out of their 
native country. 

The count, after politely attending us to the 
llud and, about the grounds, regaled us with a 
mod elegant entertainment, at which his viva- 
city lent charms to his fplendour.and hofpitality. 
On our return to Mofcow, we made a circuit to 
a fmall village fix miles from the capital, where 
a. villa was erefting for the emprefs, called Tza- 
ricinp, confiding, befides the principal building, 
of eight or ten detached ftru6lures in the Gothic 
tafte, which were prettily difperfed among the 
plantations. The- fituation is romantic, a rifing 
ground backed with wood, and a large piece of 
water embracing the foot of the hill. 

I cannot forbear to mention in this place an 
afl; of almoft Kaftern magnificpnce, which this 
vifit afterwards occafioned. One morning in 
the enfuing winter, at Peteifburght one of the 
fineft among th^ Arabian horfes, wluch Lord 

X 3 ♦ Herbert 
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IJcrbcrt had greatly admired, was fent to him, 
accompanied Avith the following note. 

" My Lord, I obferved that this hoife plcafed, 
you, and therefore defire your acceptance of him, 
I received him as a prefent from AU-Bey. He is 
a true Arabian of the Cochlean race, and in^he 
late war was brought by the Ruffian fliips from 
Arabia to me wKile I was in the Archipelago. I 
wifli he may be as ferviceable to you as he has 
been to me; and I remain, with efteem, your 
obedient fervi^nt, 

" Count Al^xey OrlofTchesminski." 

At the clofe of an entertainment, which the 
count gave us at Mofcow, he introduced us to 
the fight of a Ruffian boxing-n^atch, which is a 
favourite diverfion among the common people* 
We repaired to th? manege, where we found 
about three hundred peafants afl'embled. They 
divided into two parties, each of which chofe a 
chief, who called out the combatants, and pitted 
them againft each others only a fingle pjair wa^ 
alloAvcd to engage at the fame time. They did 
not ftrip, and had on thick leathern gloves with 
thumb pieces, but with no feparations for the 
fingers. From the ftiiFnefs of the leather t^iej^ 
could fcarcely double their fifts, and many of 
them ftruck open-handed. Their attitudes werp. 
different from thofe ufed by boxers in England; 

6 ' ^^y 
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they advanced the left foot and fide, ftretched 
the left arm towards the adverfary to repel his 
blows, and kept the rfght arm fwinging at fome 
diftance from the other. They generally ftruck 
in a circulaii direftion at the face and head, never 
attacked the breaft or fides, and feemed to have 
no notion of aiming a blow direftly forward^/ 
When any combatant felled his antagonift he 
was declared viftor, and the conteft ceafed. 
During our ftay we witnefled about tMxnty fuc- 
ceflS ve combats. Some of the men were of vaff 
ftrength ; but their mode of fighting prevented 
mtfchief; nor did we perceive any of thofe con- 
tufions and fraftures in which boxing-matches in 
England frequently terminate. Both parties 
were highly interefted in favour of their refpec* 
tive champions, and feemed at times inclined to 
enter the lifts in their fupport; but the firft ap- 
pearance of difpute, or growing heat, was check- 
ed by the count, who afted as mediator : a kind 
word, otr even a nod from liim, inftantly con»i 
pofed all differences. When he appeared defirous 
to put an end to the combats, they humbly re* 
quelled Ris penniflTion to honour them with his 
prcfence a little longer ; upon his aflent, they 
bowed their heads to the ground, and feemed as 
pleafed as if they had received the higheft fa^ 
your. The count is greatly beloved by his pea- 

X 4 fants, 
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fants, and their ftern countenances melted into 
the moft aifeAionate foftnefs at his approach. 
' We made an agreeable excuriion to Mikaulka, 
the villaof count Peter Panin, a Ruflian noble- 
man of the firft diftinftion,/ who fignalized hkn- 
felf in the late war againft the Turks, by the cap- 
ture of Bender, and more recently by the defeat 
of the rebel Pugatchef. The villa is fituated at 
the diftance of fix miles from Mofcow, in the 
midft of a large foreft. The count originally 
puipofed to raife a grand edifice of brick, after 
a defign of his late wife ; but on her death aban- 
doned this projed, and contented himfelf with 
a comfortable wooden houfe at the extremity of 
his grounds, which he firft erefted only as a tern- 
porary habitation. His oiTices, ftables, coach- 
houfes, dog-kennels, lodgings for huntfmen and 
other menial fervants, form two long rows of 
detached wooden buildings, all with uniform 
fronts neatly painted. The grounds ave agree-* 
ably laid out in the ftyle of Englilli parks, with 
gentle flapes, fpacious lawns of the fineft verr 
^ dure, fcattered plantations, and a large piece of 

water fringed with wood. 

We could not avoid feeling extreme fatisfac- 
tion at obferving that the.Engliih ftyle of gar- 
dening had penetrated even into thefe diftant re- 
gions. The Englifl^ t^afte, indeed, can dilplay 
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itfelf in this country to great advantage, \Vberc 
the parks a^re extenfive, and the verdure, during 
the fliort fummer, uncommonly beautiful. Moil 
of the Ruffian nobles have gardeners of our na- 
tion, and refign themfelves implicitly to their di- 
reftion. The count, who is fond of country di- 
verfions, had a pack of hounds chiefly of the 
Engliih breed, confifting of an indifcriminats 
mixture of harriers, flag and fox-hounds, fele^- 
ed without regard to fize or fpecies. With this 
{ame pack he hunted wplves, deer, foxes, and 
hares. He poffefled likewife a finp breed of Ruf- 
fian greyhounds, in high eftiniation for their 
fwiftnefs : they are fliaggy and wire-haired, and 
fpme are taller than the lar<;eft breed of New- 
foundjand dogs. 

. The count entertained us with a moft fump- 
tuous dinner; we were particularly ftruck with 
the quantity and quality of the fruit in the de- 
fert: pines, peaches, apricots, grapes, pears, cher- 
. rjes, which can rarely in this country be obtain- 
ed without the affiftance of bot-houfes, were 
fpryed in the greateft profufion *. There was a 

• Since my departure from Raffia, horticulture has been confi- 
derably improved. According to Richter, in his Sketch of Mor. 
cow, pines are reared in great abundance in the hot-houfes about 
Mofcow, and may be purciiafed for a ruble apiece. I am ajfo in- 
formed, by an ingenious Dutch gentleman, lately arrived from 
Ruilia, that in the country houfeof Prince Gallitzin; he faw grapes ^ 
nearly ripe in ^^ open, air, 

d^liciou4 
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delicious fpecics of fmall lAelon, which was fent 
by land carriage from Aftracan to Mofcow, 
though at the diftance of a thoufand miles *• 
One inftance of elegance which diftinguifhed the 
defert, and had a pleafmg eife^ muft not be 
omitted : at the upper and lower end of the table 
were placed two china vafes containing cherry- 
trees in full leaf, 'and fruit hanging on the 
boughs, which was gathered by the company. 
We obfcrved alfo in the defert a curious fpecies 
of apple, which is not uncommon in the-neigh- 
bourhood of Mofcow ; it is ibmewhat larger than 
a golden-pippen, of the colour and tranfparency 
of pale amber, and has an exquifite flavour ; 
the Ruffians call it Navlnick. The tree thrives 
in the open air without particular attention to 
culture, but degenerates in other countries ; the 
flips and feed, planted in a foreign foil, have hi* 
therto produced only a common fort of apple, 
but never the tranfparent fpecies. 

In returning from Mikaulka we paiTed clofe to 
the villa of count Razomouiki Hetman of the 
\Jkraine, which had more the refemblance of a 
little town than a countrv houfe. It confided of 
forty or fifty buildings of different fizes ; fome 
of brick, others of wood ; fome painted, and 

* Hicfe melons fometimes coft five pounds apiece, and at orher 
times they may be purchafed in the markets, of Mofcuw fpr lefs than 
i^alf a crown apiece. 

. others 
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Others plain. The count maintains his guard, a 
numerous train of retainers^ and a large band of 
muficians. The Ruffian nobles difplay a great 
degree of. grandeur and magnificence in their 
houfes, dotoeftics, and way of living. Their 
palaces at and near Mofcow are ftupendous piles 
of building, and I anj informed that their man* 
fions, at a diftance from Mofcow and Pe^erf- 
burgh, are upon a ftill grander fcale ; where they 
refide as independent princes, lirke the feudal ba- 
.rons in es^rly times, have their feparate courts of 
juftice, and govern their vaflals with almoft un- 
limited fway. 

I did not exped to find in thjs northern cli- 
mate a kind of Vauxhall. It is fituated at the 
f urtheft extremity of the fuburbs in a fequef- 
tered fpot, which has more the appearance of the 
country than of a town. We entered by a co- 
vered way-intxj the gardens, which were fplen^ 
didly illuminated. There was an elegant rotunda 
for a promenade, cither in cold or rainy weather, 
and feveral apartments for tea or fupper. The 
entrance money was four fhillings. The pro- . 
prietor is an Englilliman, whpfe name is Mat- 
' tocks. The encouragement he. met with from 
the natives on this Qccaiion enabled hiin %o 
engage in conftruSing, at a great expense, a 
brick theatre, and, as an indemnification, he obT 
tained from the emprefs an exclufive patent for 
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dl^lays and public mafquerades, during ten 
years from the time of its completion, 
, The fineft view of Mofcow is from an emi*- 
nence about four or five miles from the town, of 
which I have forgotten the Ruffian name, but its 
figniiication in Engliih is Sparrow-hill: upon 
this eminence were the ruins of a large palace • 
built by Alex^y Michaelovitch. Upon our re* 
turn we flopped at Vafilioflki, the villa of prince 
Dolgorucki, which ftands upon the brow of the 
fame hiil. Beneath the Moflvva, which is here 
broader than ufual, expands into a femicircle, at 
fome diftance; and the vaft city of Mofcwv 
makes afuperb and magnificent appearance : the 
houfe is a large wooden building, to which we 
afcended by three terrafles. The prefent pof- 
ieifor is prince Dolgorucki Crimfki, who dif- • 
linguifhed himfelf . by his vi6lories over the 
Turks in the Crimea, and by the conqueft of 
that peninfula* , The models of feveral fortreffes 
which he befieged and toojv, are placed in. the 
gardens, among which I particularly. remirked 
thofe of Yenikalc, Kcrfch, and Prccop. 
. In traverfing the apartments, the various re- 
veries of fortune which befell the family of Dol- 
gorucki, pccurred forcibly to my recolleftion ; 
efpeci^^Uy when 1 furveyed the portrait of the 
princefs Catharine Dolgorucki, whofe adven- 
tures, fo pathetically defcribed by Mi"s. Vi- 
gor, 
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gor*^, afford one of the moft afFefting ftories in 
the annals of hiftory. That unfortunate prin- 
cefs, torn from the perfon Ihe loved, was be- 
trothed againft her inclination to the emperor 
Peter II. On his deceafe fhe' became a momea'- 
.tary fovereign ; but was almoft as inftantly hur- 
ried from the palace to a dungeon, where flic 
languiihed during the whole reign of the emprefs 
Anne.' Being releafed upon the acceffion -of 
Eiizabeth, flie married count Bruce, and died 
. without iffue. 

• Letters from RufTia by a Lady. 
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Himbar of ckurchet in Mofc6w.-*Th^r outward fkrufture.— tn- 
tfftor divificmt.— »Wjorihip of painted images.— Defcriptkm of 
u enonnous belL— •Principal buildings in the Kremlin.-— Ao- 
tient pa!ace«*-Convent~of Tfchudof.— *Nunnery of Vie(hovitfkoi« 
•-i-Catliedra} of St. Michael.— Tombs and characters of theTzars« 
■ Gcnfi1o|^l tablet of the Roflian fovereigna. 

\ 

TH E places of divine worfhip at MofcoTy 
are exceedingly numerous, and exclufive 
of chapels^ there are 484* public churches, of 
which 199 are of brick, and the others of wood ; 
the former are commonly ftuccped or white- 
waihed, the latter painted of a red colour. 

Th^ moft antient churchei^ are generally fquare 
buildings, with a cupola and four fmall domes fi 
fome of copper or iron gilt, others of iron tin* 
ned, either plain or painted green. Thefe cupo- 
las and domes are for the moft part ornamented 
with croffes entwined with thin chains or wires ; 

* According to Heym, in I793> Mofcow contained zz convents, 
9 cathedrals, and 326 churches. 

f The church of the Holy Trinity, fometimes called the Church 
of Jerufalem, which ftands in the Khitaigorod, clofe to the gat^ 
leading into the Kremlin, has a kind of high fteeple and nine or 
ten domes : it was built in the reign of Ivan VaflHievitch II. An 
engraving of tfiat, as well as fome of the more antient chpirchrs^ 
inay be feen in Olearius and Lf Bpin'^ Travels* 

each 
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each crois has two tranfverfe bars*, the upper 
horizontal, the lower incrming, , which, accord* 
ing to the opinion of many Ruffians, is iuppofed 
to be the form of the real erofs, and that our 
Saviour was nailed to it with his arms in a faori* 
zontal pofition, and one of the legs higher than 
the other, I frequently obferved a crefcent under 
the lower bar, the meaning of which no one 

could explain t« 

The infide of the church is moftly compofed of 
three parts ; that called by the Greeks ir^ey^w^, by 
the Ruffians Trapeza ; the foody ; and the (anc- 
tuary or fhrine. 

In the body of the church are frequently four 
fquare and mafiive pi^, which fupport the cu- 
{K>la : thefe piers, as well as the ^^alls and eiel« 
mgs, are painted with numerous reprefentations 
of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and difierent 
i^nts^ Many of the figures are enormoufly 

* t aim here ddcrlbiDg the moft aaitieBt churcbct ; the modem 
tfipflet orer thoie of St. Peterlburgh are moftly fmgle. 

t Dr. King ingcmoofljr accountg for the crefcent* " Sony 
churches hare a crescent under the crofs ; for when the Taitars, to 
whom Mufcovy was fubjedted two hundred years, converted any 
of the churches into mo(<|ues for the ufe of their own religtou* they 
£xed the crelcenty the badge of Mahometanifm, upon them: and 
when' the grand-duke Ivan BafUovitch h^d delivered his country 
from the Tartar- yoke, and reftored tbok edifices to the Chriftian 
worihip9 he left the creicent remaining, and planted a Crofs upon it 
M a mark of its victory over its enemy/* Rites and Ceremonies of 
^ Gretk ChuKh» p. a j. 

large, 
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large, and executed in the rudeft manner ; fomc- 
arc daubed upon the bare walls; others upon 
large maffive plates of filver or braft, or enclofed 
in frames of thofe metaU. The head of each 
iigure is invariably decked with a glory, whicli 
is a mafly femicircle, refembling an horfe-fhoe, 
of brafe, filver, or gold, and fometimes comppfed 
.almoft entirely of pearls and precious ftones. 
Some of the favourite faints are adorned with 
filken drapery faftened to the walls, and ftudded 
with jewels; fome are painted upon a gold 
ground, and others are wholly gilded but the face 
and hands. To>vards the extremity of the body 
of the church is a flight of fteps leading to the 
. Ihrine ; and between thefe fteps and the (lirine is 
ufually a platform, upon which the officiating 
ininifter ftands and performs part of the fervice. 

The flirine or fanftuary is divided from the 
body of, the church by ihe^ I?ico7ioJf as, orfkreen, 
generally the part the moft richly ornamented, 
and on whicli the moft holy pictures are painted 
.or hung*. In its centre are the folding, called 
the holy, royal, or beautiful doore, whidrfead'to 

* 

• *' On the north fide of the royal doors the piclure of the VirgUi 
"18 ;ilways placed, and that of Jefus on the fouth ; next to which is 

that of the faint to whom the church is dedicated j the lltuation of 
• the reft is indifferent. Candles or lamps are ufually fufpendcd be- 
•fore, the Images of Jefus and the Virgin, and feveral others, and 
•fometimes kept perpetually burning/' Dr. King on the Greek 

church, p. 29 J to which bock I would refer the reader. 

• • ' fhc 
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the flirine, within which is the holy table, as 
Dr. King w^ell clefcribes it, " with four fmall co* 
" lumns to fupport a canopy over it: from 
^' which a j&eW/?eWaw, or dove, is fufpended, as 
^' a fymbol of the Holy Ghoil; upon the holy 
*' table the crofs is alwavs laid, and the Gofpel, 
*' arid the pyxis, or box, in which apart of the 
'*' confecrated elements is preferved, for vifiting 
^* the fick or other purpofes*/' 

It is contrary to the tenets qf the Greek reli* 
gion to admit a carved image within the 
churches, in conformity to the prohibition in 
Scripture, " Thou ihalt not make to thyfelf a 
<' graven image," &c. By not confidering, the 
prohibition as extending to reprefentations by 
painting, the Greek canonifts, while they fol- 
low the letter, depart from the fpirit of the 
commandment, which pofitively forbids us to 
worlhip the likenefs of any thing under whatever 
form, or in whatever manner it may be deli* 
peated, 

Over the door of each church is the portrait 
of the patron faint, to which the common peo* 
pie pay homage as they pafs, by taking off their 
hats, croffing themfelves, and occafionally touch- 
ing the gi-ound with their heads^ a ceremony 
which I often faw them repeat nine or ten times 
jn fucceffion, 

^ King 0^ the Greek church, p. tfi. 

VOL, I, T Before 
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Before 1 clofe the general defcription of the 
Buflian churches, I muft not forget their bells, 
tehich form, I may almoft fay, no inconiidera- 
ble part of divine worfhipj as the length or 
lliortnefs of their appeals afcertains the greater 
or leffer fanftity of the day. They are hung in 
belfreys detached from the church, and do not 
fwing like our bells, but are fixed immoveably 
to the beams ; are rung by a rope tied to the 
clapper, and pulled fideways. Some of thefe 
bells are of a ftupendous fize : one in the belfrey 
of St. Ivan's church weighs 3551 RuITian poods, 
or i£7,8S6 Englifli pounds. It has always been 
fefteeched a meritorious a6i; of religion to prcfent 
a church with bells, and the piety of the donor 
has been meafured by their magnitude. Ac^ 
cording to this mode of eftimation, Boris Go* 
dunof, who gave a bell of ^88,000 pounds to 
the cathedral of Mofcow, was the moft pious 
fovereign of Ruffia, until he was furpalfed by 
the emprefs Anne, at whofe expence a bell was 
caft, weighing 432,000 pounds, which exceeds 
in bignefs every bell in the known world. The 
fize is fo enormous, that I could .fcarcely have 
credited the account of its magnitude had I not 
nayfelf aicertained the dimenfions. The height 
is nineteen feet, circumference at the bottom 
fixty-three feet eleven inches, greateft thrcknefs 

twenty- 
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twenty-three inches*. The beam to which this 
vaft machine was faftened, beins: accidentally 
burnt, the bell fell do\vn, and a fragment wai^ 
broken off towards the bo ttoili, Which left an ^ 
aperture large enough to admit two perfons a* 
breaft without ftoopinpr. 

Our inn being clofe to the walls of Kremlin, 
I had frequent opportunities of examining th^ 
principal buildings. 

The palace, inhabited by the antient tzars, 
(lands at the extremity ofv^ the Kremlin. Part of 
this palace is old, and continues in the fame 
ftate in which it was built under Ivan Vaffilie-r 
vitch h The remainder ^has been fuccefliv^ely 
added at different intervals without any plan, 
and in various ftyles of archite^ure, which has 
produced a motley pile of building, remarkable 
for its incongruity. Thp top is thickly fet with 
numerous little gilded fpires and globes ; and a 
large portion of the front is decorated with the 
arms of all the provinces which compofe the 
Ruffian empire. *Tl)e apartments are in general 
exceedingly fmall, excepting one fingle room,* 
called the council-chamber, in which the an- 
tient tzars ufed to give audience to foreign em- 
baifadors, and which has been repeatedly de- 
fcribed by feveral Englifh travellers, who vifited 
Mofcow before the Imperial relidence was tranfr» 

• Mr. Hanway, in his Travels, has given an accurate deicrifi* 
^on and engraving of this bell. 

X% ferre4 
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ferred to Peterfburgh. The room is large and 
vaulted, and has in the centre an enormous pillaf 
of ilone, which fupports the cieling*. 

This palace, in which the tzars formerly held 
their courts in all the fplendour of Eaftern pomp, 
was once efteemed by the natives an edifice of 
unparalleled magnificence : fince the modem im- 
provements in architefture, it is far furpafTed by 
the ordinary manfions of the nobility, and by no 
means calculated even for the temporary refi- 
dence of the fovereignf. 

In this palace Peter the Great was bom iii 
1672; an event here mentioned, not only be- 
caufe it is remarkable in the annals of this coun- 
try ; but becaufe the Ruffians themfelves were, 
till lately, unacquainted with the birth-place of 
their favourite hero. That honour was ufually 
afcribed to Columna, which, on that fuppofi* 
tion, has been profanely flyled the Bethlehem of 
Ruffia ; but the judicious MuUer has unquef- 
tionably proved, that the Imperial palace of 
Mofcow was the^place of Peter's nativity J. I 
was greatly difappointed that we could not view 

• '< The loof of the audience-chamber was arched and iup« 
ported by 4 great pillar in the middle/* Lord Carlifle*8 Embailyy 
p. 149. In the fealt which Alexcy Michaelovitch gave to the Earl 
of Carlifle, this great pillar was adorne^ with a wonderftil variety of 
gold and (ilverveffels, p. 292. 

f The emperor Pkul ordered this venerable feat of the Ruffian 
monarchs to be reftored and fitted up as a manfion for himfelf and 

his fiimily. 

J See Joum. St. Pet, 

that 
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that part of the palace called the treafui^. The 
keeper being lately dead, the door was fealed up, 
and could not be opened until a fiicceflbr was 
appointed. Befide the Cl-owti, jewels, and royal 
robes, ufed at the coronation Of the fovereign, 
this repofitoty contains feveral curiofities which 
relate to and illuftrate the hiftory of this country. 
There are two convents in the Kremlin ; one . 
a nunnery, and the other a monaftery for men, 
called Tchudof. It is well known in the Ruffian 
hiftory as the place in which the tzar Vaffili 
Shuifki was confined (i6ib) after his depofition, 
end from whence he was conveyed into Poland ; 
where he only exchanged one prifon for another 
ftiU more difmal, and fell a viftim to his own 
difappointment and chagrin^ as well as to the, 
ill-treatment of the Poles. We are naturally led 
tocompaffionate the fate of a depofed monarch, 
who dragged on a miferable exiftence amidft the 
horrors of perpetual imprifonment ; but the 
black ingratitude of Vaffili Shuifki towards De- 
metrius, his fovereign and benefa6lor, almoft 
extinguiflies our fenfe of his calamities. For 
even if the perfon who* affiimed the name of 
Demetrius was an impoftor, Shuifki, when cpn- 
demned for high-treafon to an ignominious 
\death, was indebted to him for his pardon ; an 
ad of clemency ill requited by the depofitiou 
and murder of his benefactor*. 

• See Chap. 7. 

Y 3 , The 



^^6 TRAVELS IN muSSIA. H. $* 

The nunnery, called Viefnovitfkoi, was found- 
ed in 1393 by Eudoxia, wife of the great-duke 
Dmitri Ivanovitch Doniki, who was canonifed 
and interred under the altar. The abbefs po- 
litely accompanied us over the convent, and 
pointed put every object worthy of attention. 
She firft conduced us to the principal chapel, 
which contains the tombs of feveral tzarinasand 
princefles of the Imperial family. The tombs 
Tcfemble ftone-coffins laid on the floor, and raid- 
ed in rows- fome were inclofed with brafs, and 
others with iron balluftrades, but the greater 
numbet had no diftind;ion of this fort. Each 
fepulchre was covered with a pall of crimfon or 
black Velvet, ornamented with an embroidered 
ctofi,. and edged with a border of gold and filver 
lace; overthefe, on great feftivals, are laid other 
coverings of gold and filver tiifue, richly ftuddcd 
with pearls and precious ilones. The abbefs 
obligingly prefented me with a MS. Ruffian ac- 
count of the princeffes interred in the church. 
Having examined tbefe repofitories of the dead^ 
and furveyed the rich, veftments of the priefts^ 
and the figures of various faints painted on the 
walls, the abbefs invited us to her apartment. 
She led the way, and . at the top of the flairs, as 
we entered the anti-chatnber, ftruck the floor two 
or three blows with her ivory-handled cane ; 
vhen a chorus of twenty nun^ received us 
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with hymns, which they contipueil fmging as 
long Us we ftaid ; the mdody Wft3 not unpl^afing- 
In an adjoining rooqi tea was ferved to the com- 
j)any, and a tabid was plentifully fpread With 
pickled herrings, flices of fait fiflj^ cheefe, bread^ 
butter, and Ciakes; champagne and liqmuKs 
.were prefented by the abbefs herfelf. After paj-^ 
taking of thefe refrefliments, we attended the ab^ 
befs through the apartments of the nuns^ nwtny 
of whom were employed in embroidering fecer- 
dotal habits for the archbifhop of Mofcow, and 
then took our leave. 

The nuns wore a long robe qf black fbifl^ 
black veils, black forehead-cloth, and black 
wrappers undet the chin; the abbefs was dif* 
tingiiifhed bj a robe of black filk. Meat is pro- 
hibited, and the nuns live chiefly upon fifli, eggs^ 
and vegetable?. In other refpe6ls the ordef is 
not rigid, and they are allowed to pay occaiipnaj 
viiits in the town. 

I have already had occafion to mention the 
gteat number of churches contained in this city* 
The Kremlin is not without its fliare ; in a fmall 
compafs I counted eight almoft contiguous to 
each other. Two of thefe churches, St. Mi- 
chael's, and the Affumption of the Vifgin Mafy^ 
are remarkable ; the one being the place where 
the fovereigns were formerly interred, a!ld 
the other where they are crowned* Thefe edi- 

Y 4 ficcs 
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lices are both in the fame ftyle of arx;hite6^ure ; 
and were probably cohftrufted by Solario of 
Milan, who built the walls of the Kremlin* 
Though the arthiteft was obliged to conform 
his plan to the ftyle of ecclefiaftical buildings 
whifch prevailed in Ruilia ; yet their exterior form 
is not inelegant, although it is an oblong fquai-e, 
and too high in proportion to the breadth. 

In the cathedral of St. Michael I viewed the 
tombs of the Ruffian fovereigns. The bodies 
are not, as with us, deposited in vaults, or be- 
neath the pavenr.ent, but are entombed in raifed 
fepulchres, moftly of brick, in the fliape of a 
coffin, and about two feet in height. When I 
vifited the cathedral, the moft antient were co- 
vered with palls of red cloth, others of red velvet, 
and that of Peter II. with gold tiffue *, bordered 
with filver fringe and ermine. Each tomb has 
at its lower extremity a fmall filver plate, bearing 
the name of the decedfed fovereign, with the 
ssm of his death. 

From the time that Mofcow became the Im- 
perial refidence to the clofe of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, all the tzats have been interred in this ca- 
thedral; excepting Boris Godunof, whofe re- 
mains are depofited in the convent of the Holy 
Trinity t; the tzar, under the name of Deme- 

* On great feftivals all the fepulchres are covered with rich palls< 
«f gold or filver brocade, ftudded with pearls and jewels^ ' 
+ Sec Chap. 6» 

triusy 



t. S. u <f s d 6 v/i Bid 

trius *, wHo was deffroyed in a tumult, and Vaf^ 
fili Shuifki, who died in captivity at Warfaw. 

The tomb of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. juftly efteem* 
ed the founder of Ruffian greatnefs, claimed my 
principal attention. At his acceffion to the 
thtOrie, in 1462, Raffia fdrmed a colleftion of 
petty principalities engaged in perpetual wars 
with each other, fome nominally fubje6l to the 
great-duke of Mofeow, and all, with that mo- 
narch himfelf, tributary to the Tartars f. Ivan 
in the courfe of a long and profperous reign, gave 
a new afpefl; to the Ruffian affairs : he annexed 
to his dominions the duchies of Tver and other 
neighbouring principalities, fubdued Novogo- 
rod, and, what was ftill more glorious and be- 
neficial, he refcued this country from the Tartar 
■yoke, and refufed the payment of the ignomi- 
nious tribute exaded from his predeceffi)rs. He 
had no fooher delivered Ruffia from this depen- 
dence, than his alliance was courted by many 

• See Chap. 7. ^ 

•f The fervitude of the great -duke will appear from a paflage in 
Cromer, the Polilh hiftorian. " Whenever the Tartar embaifadors 
were fent to Mjfcow in order to colled: the accuftomed tribute, the 
great-duke ufed to meet them, and offer, as a mark of his refpeft 
a cup of mare^smilk; and if a drop chanced to fall upon the mane 
of the horfe on which the Tartar embaflador was fitting, he would 
himfelf lick it up. When they reached the hall of audience, the 
embalfadors read the khan's letter, feated upon a carpet of the 
choiced furs, while the great-duke with his nobles knelt, and lif^ 
tcncd in refpeftful filcnce." Cromer, L. 29. p. 647. 

European 
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European fovefeigns ; and during his reign Mof- 
cow faw, for the firft time, embafladors from the 
emperor of Germany, the pope, the grand-fignor^ 
the kings of Poland and Denmark, and the re-* 
public of Venice. 

The talents of this able ftionarch were not con- 
fined to military atchieveiuents : Ruflia was in- 
debted to him for the improvement of her com^ 
merce, and for opening a more ready communi- 
cation with the European nations. Under his 
aufpi ces, the. knowledge of gunpowder and the 
art of rafting cannon were firft brought into Ruf- 
fia by Ariftotle of Bologna*. He employed the 
fame artift f, as well as other foreigners, to recoin 
the Ruffian money, hitherto disfigured by Tartar 
infcriptions ; he engaged, at* a vaft expencc, 
Italian artifts to enclofe the Kremlins of Mofcow 
and Novogorod with walls of brick, and to ereft 
feveral churches and other public ftruclures with 
the fame materials J. For his various civil and 
military fervices he defervedly acquired the name 
of Great. Ivan is defcribed as a perfon of 
gigantic ftature, and ferocious afpeft. . His man- 
ners and deportment, ftrongly infected with the 
barbarifm of his age and country, were fome- 

* Bachraeifter's EfTai fur la Bib. dc Petcrf. p. 28. 

•f Poffevinus. ; 

X A vaft effort in thofe barbarous times, and which defares to 
be mentioned, becaufe ,at his accefHon to the throne almoft all the 
buildings of Mofcow were of wood. 

^ what 



what foftened and poliihed by the example of his 
fecond wife Sophia* ; a Grecian princefs of eon- 
fummate beauty and winning addrefs, who to 
all the fofter graces of her fex added a manly 
fpirit ; and who, while flie infufed into her huf^ 
band a taft^ for the arts of peace, animated him 
to thofe glorious enterprizes which tended to the 
aggrandizement of his country. 

Ivan the Great died in 1505, in the 67th year 
of his age : on each fide of his remains are depo- 
iited thofe of his father Vafili VaffiUevitch, fur- 
named The Blind f; and of his fon Valfili Iva- 
novitch, who fucceeded him in the throne, and 
expired in 1533. 

In afmall chapel adjoining to thefe tombs, is 

• Sophia was daughter of Thomas Palaeologus, brother of Con- 
ftantine the laft Grecian emperor, who loft his life when Conftantt- 
nople was ta- ert by the Turks in 1453. Sooi| after that event So- 
phist repaired to Rome with lier father, where they lived under the 
proteftion of the pope, who is faid to liave negotiated her marriage 
with the great-duke, and even to have bellowed her portion, in 
hopes of procuring, though her influence, great advantages to the 
Roman catholic religioi in Ruffia. But thele hopes were fj-uftrat- 
edj for Sophia, on her marriage, in 1482, embraced tlie Greek 
religion. She encouraged her. hu(band in (baking off the Tartar 
yoke, and probably affiled him in procuring the ableft archite^s 
from Italy. See H-berflein, in Rer. Mof. Comnj. p. 7. alfoPau. 
Jovii De Leg. M )r.—- Ibid, p 129. 

f He received the appellation of The Blind, becaufe his eyes had 
been put out by order of his uncle, who, having formerly depofed 
him, praelifed this cruel expedient to difqualify him fromre-afcend- 
ingthe throne. He was afterwaids, however, rcinftated in the fo- 
vereignty by the affeftion of his fubjefts, 

the 
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the fq>ulchre of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. * fon and 
fucceflbr of Vaffili Ivanovitch. This fovereign 
is branded by many writers With the name of 
iyrantj and reprefented as the moll odious mon* 
fter that ever difgraced human nature. In de- 
lineating, however, his general charafter, they 
are fometimes guilty of falfehood f, and often of 
exaggeration, and feem totally to forget many 
great qualities which he certainly pofleffed. 
Though we fliould not give implicit credit to 
many idle reports of his favagenefs and inhuma* 
Jiity J y^* it would be equally abfurd, and con- 
trary to hiftory evidence, to deny or attempt to 

• Called, by the Englifli writers, John Bafilovitz. 

f Thus fome writers aflert, that when he walked out, or made a 
progrefs through his dominioni(, if he met any one whole mien dlf- 
pleafed him, he would comipand his head to be ftrutk off, or do it 
himfelf. Others as' abfurdly relate, that he would order bears to be 
let loofe upon a crowd of people aflembled in the ftreets of Moscow, 
and diverted himfelf with the cries and agonies of the perfbns dc' 
Toured by thofe ferocious animals. Olearius informs us, that, Ivan 
wantonly commanded the eyes of the archited, who built the 
church of the Holy Trinity at MofcOw, to be put out, that h^ 
might never conflru£fc any building of fuperior beauty. Thefe in- 
credible tales confute themfelves; but the following charge we are 
able to contradid^ from our own hiftory. Ivan is (aid to have or* 
deried the hat of the Engliih embaflkdor. Sir Jerome Bowes, to be 
nailed to his head, becaufe he refufed to take it oft* in his pre«« 
ience. This report was occalioned by the exaggerated account 
of a mifunderftanding between the tzar and Sir Jerome Bowes^ 
Trhich is related in the embafTador^s dilpatches. Hackluyt*s Col-* 
ledlion of Voyages, y. I. p. 46O9 &c« 

' apologife 
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apologife for many cruelties* aftually comxnitted 
by this monarch, who, like Peter the Great, di4 
not reckon clemency among the number of his 
virtues. 

But while we regard the ferocity of his tem'» 
per with abhorrence, we cannot refufe the tribute 
of .admiration to his political charafter. He 
xaifed the fuperftrufture of the Ruffian grandeur, 
of which his grandfather laid the foundation^ 
Inftead of a defultdry militia, colle6led in hafte, 
and always impatient to dilband, he inftituted a 
ilanding army ; he abolifhed the ufe of the bow, 
hitlierto the principal weapon among the Ruf- 
fians ; he trained them to fire-arms, and intro- 
duced a more regular difcipline. By means of 
this formidable body, he extended his dominions 
on all fides, conquered the kingdoms of Cafau 
and Aftracan, and rendered the Ruffian name 
refpeftable to the diftant powers of Europe. He 
gave to his fubjefts the firft code of written laws ; 
^e invited foreign artifts f to Mofcow, intro- 
duced printing into Ruffia, promoted commerce, 

* Inftances of which the reader will find in the 6th Chap, of thif 
$ook, and the 2d of Book 4. — 

f Above three hundred artifts of all profeflions, namely, painterly 
fcuhtoTs, architeftsy watch-makers, bell -founders, niiners, ar- 
mourersy ftatiouers, mafons, &c. have already arrived at Lubec in 
their way to Mofcow, but were prevented from proceeding by the 
intrigues of the inhabitants of Lubec, and the natives of Livonia, 
See Bachi^eifter*s Eflai fur la Bib. &c. p. 32, 

and 
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anr^ rcpnl ited the duties of export and import j 
be pernjtted FngliJh merchants to eftablifJi fac- 
tor!' s within his dominions, and, with a libera- 
lity not always praftifed by more enlightened fo* 
ver igns, granted to them the free exercife of 
their religion; he had even formed the defign, 
W'hich death alone prevented, of inftituting va^ 
rious feminaries for the cultivation of the Latin 
and German languages. 

Ivan VaflUievitch II, died in 1 584, in an agony 
of grief at the death of his eldeft fon Ivan, w^hofe 
remains are placed contiguous to thofe of his 
father. liiftorians have recorded, that this 
prince received his death from the perfon to 
whom he was indebted for his life, by an unfor- 
tunate blow on the temple. The enemies of the 
tzar imputed this melancholy cataftrophe to de^ 
fign-; while his apologiftsftrcnuoufly laboured to 
reprefcnt it as merely accidental On weighing 
thefe difcordant accounts with impartiality, it 
appears, that the blow \vas either cafual, or, if 
defigncd to chaftize, not intended to be tat^l. 

Feodor, the fecond fon and fucceflbr of Ivan 
Vaffilicvitch II. is interred in the fame chapel j 
a prince of fuch w^eak intelle6ls and notorious in-? 
capacity, as to be a mere phantom of fovereignty, 
and entirely under the diie<5iion of his brother- 
in-law Boris Godunof. Feodor afcended tha 
throne in 1584, and expired in 1598: in him 

eude4 
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ended the male line of the fovereigns of the 
houfe of Ruric*, a family which governed Ruf* 
fia for a period of more than feven centuries. ' 

Among the tombs in this cjmrch, the mod re'i 
jtiarkable is that which contains the body of a 
child, fuppofed by the Ruffians to be the thircj 
fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. who is faid to have 
been aflaffinated at Vglitz, in the ninth y^r of 
his age, by order of Boris Godunof. This toiiib, 
^hich is more diftirtguilhed than thofe of the 
Ruflian fovereigns, is of brafs, and highly oraa-f 
mented. The child is claffed among the faints 
of the Ruflian calendar, and, according to the 
legends of the church, his body is faid to have 
performed miracles, and is believed by the cre- 
dulous to remain uncorrupted. The top of the 
fepulchre is frequently uncovered, and, during 
divine fervice on the feftival of St. Alexander 
Nevfki, I obferved feveral Ruflians kilting the 
infide with great marks of devotion. The hif* 
tory of the affaffination at Vglitz, and the ad* 
ventures of the real or pretended Dehieti ius, re-» 
quire a feparate narrative f . 

The fovereigns of the houfe of Romanof arc 
interred in the body of the church: their tombs 
are placed on each fide between the mafly piers 
which fupport the roof. 

• Unlcfs Demetrius was the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. 
f Sec Chapter 7. 

The 
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The firft of this illuftrious line is Michael 
Feodorovitch ; whofe eleflion in I6i3putafinal 
period to ^ long fcene of civil bloodfhed, and 
reftored tranquillity to his diftraSed country, 
Jle owed his elevation to his high rank and 
princely (iefcent ; but more particularly to the 
virtues, abilities, and popularity of his father 
Philaretes. Ladiflaus, prince of Poland, having 
j-eceived a tender of the crown, from a body of 
Ruifian nobles, aflumed the title of tzar, and 
eftablifhed a gairifon at Mofcow: foon after- 
wards ^ powerful party, averfe to the govern* 
Hient of a foreigner, expelled the Poles from the 
capital, and unanimouily advanced Michael to 
the thrpne, though fparcely feventeen years of 
age. It is Angular, that he was raifed to this 
high (lation, not only without his knowledge^ 
but even in repugnance to his own inclination. 
When the deputies from Mofcow arrived at Cofr 
troma, where he refided with his mother, and 
acquainted him with his eledion, Michael, re? 
coll^iqg the dr^^julful c^taftrophes which had 
befallen all the tzars fmce the demife of Feodor 
Ivanovitch, aqd reflecting on the diftrafted ftate 
pf Ruifia, hurft into tears, ai^d declined a crown, 
which feemed to entail deftru6tion upon thofe 
who had ventured to wear it*. Overcome, howr 

* See Bufching't Account of the Erection of MichacK }^^ 

)^. II. p. 403.. 
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ever, by tibe impoitunitiesT of the deputies, and 
dazzled with the fplendour of royalty, Michael 
at Jength yielded to the wiflies of his country,* 
and repairing without delay to Mofcow, was 
crowned -with the ufual folemnities. Though he 
afcended the throne with relu6i:ance, he filled it 
with dignity, and found-aproteftion from thofe 
difallers which overwhdmpd his immediate pre- 
deceffors, in his own difcretion, in* the wife coun* 
fels of his father, and in the aflfedion of his fub- 
je6ls. Michael died in 1645, after aprofperous, 
reign of 53 years. 

Alex^y Michaelovitch his fon, whofe afhes 
are contiguousf to his remains, is chiefly known 
hy foreigners as the father of Peter the G reat ; 
but he deferves likewife our attention for his 
own public virtues, and'for many falutary infti- 
tutions. Herevifed, amended, and new-modpl- 
cd the code of laws compiled by Ivan Vaffilie- 
vitch 11. ; he introduced, a more regular difci- 
phne into the army, and invited * foreign officers 
into his fervice ; he procu^pd from Amfterdam 
ihip-bujlders, M'^homhe employed in con(lru6t- 
ing veffels for the navigation of the Cafpian Sea: 
in a word, he traced the great outlines of thofe 

• May«rberg (ays, among the foreign officers in the fervice of 
Alex^ Michaelovitch, were two generals, two field-marihals, more 
than a hundred colonels, majors, captains, lieutenants, andendgns 
in proportion. 
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reguUtions, vbich were afterwards improved aadS 
enlarged by the raft genius of his fim Petei^ the 
Great. Alex^y deceafed m 1676^ in tiie S^d 
year of his reign, and the 4idih of his age. 

Oppofite to the fc^ehre of Alexfey are thofe 
of his fon& Feoder and Ivan. Feodor, who fac^ 
ceeded his* father in the throne, is defcribed by 
Voltaire and others as a prince who ^fielTed a 
rigorous mind in a weak frame, and whofe ad^ 
miniftration was dignified with many ufeful and 
glorious regulations. But incapacity, no left 
than ill-health, disqualified him from condu6);« 
ing the affairs of government ; he refigned him- 
felf to the direOion of his fifter Sophia, andv all 
the beneficijil a6is of his adminiftratiom mud be^ 
afcribed to her influence, and to the abilities^ 
of his prime minifter the great Galitzin. Jeo-' 
dor, after a ihort reign of fix years, funk under 
the diforders which had long preyed upon hi» 
frame. 

; Ivan, fecond brother of Feodor, was nghtfisil 
heir of the throne ; being debilitated by epil^tie 
fits, both in body and mind *, was at firft ex-' 

eluded 

* SchleiiTing, who was at Moscow during the admrniftration of 
^Sophia, thus defcribes the peribn of Ivan.^ " Ivah Alexey, the eldsft 
tzar, is ill> formed by nature^ infomuoh that he can neither rightly 
fee, read, nor fpeak. He always wears a piece of green iilk before 
his eyes, in order to prevent the- upper part of his iace &ombeii)§ 
fcen on account of its deformity. But he is very piou» and de- 
vout, ;tnd as, en account of his weak conftitution, he cannot hva^r 
2 ' ' or 
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5. Feod0« Alexiev 



Kirilofna Narifkin* 



ji e"i -^ ' 



j6«:i* died i' ^' Pkter thb Qheat, by Natalia, bora 
^ ' 1672 ; died 1725 : married, i. EudokU 

Lapukin ; 
^ ^. Catharine, who was bom about 1689;. 

IEntprefs 1725 ; died 1727. 
I 



Catharine Ivanof 
married Charles' L 
Xlecklenbuq^h. 

I 



.NNE PiTROFNA, by 

Catharine, b. 17075 
d. 1730 ; m. Charles 
Frederick duke of 
Holflein Gottorp. 



9. Elizabeth^ 
by ' Catharine, 
bo. 1709; £m. 
prefs 174X j d. 
1761. 
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10. Peter III. bora 1718 ; Emperor 1761 ; 
depofed and died 1762; married 
CATifARiKs II. princeis of Anhalt- 
Zerbzt \ the prefeac Emprels^ bora 
17295 d. 1796. 



L Pethovitch, born 1754; marHed 
Natalia princefs of Helfe-Darmftadt; 
Maria princefs of Wurtenburgh StUt- 
rd \ Emperor 0796 \ d. i8oi» 
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ovstavtine, born 1779; 
married Juliana princefs of 
^axe Cobourf. 



Michaxl 
b. 1 798. 



CHAP. 



e Houre of Ruric. 



died aboQt 1340. 
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4. Ivan IvANoviTCtt> died 1359. 



5. Dmitri III. Ivanovitch Donfki, died isSg* 



6« Vaiiili Dmitrievitch, born 1370; died I425. 



I 

Vasiili Vassilievitch thb Blind, bom 1415; died x46i» 



Vassilievitch L born 14385 died 1505. 



9. Vasiii<i Ivai7ovitch> born 145S; died i$ip 
10. Ivan Vassilievitch II. b. 1530; d. 1584. 
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t . Families. 

klfe Demetrius of 
the fon of Ivan 
>neinJane^x6o5; 



Dmitri, or Demetrius, fuppofed 
by the Rudians to have been aflaf- 
finated at Uglitz i[> 1 591 ; by others 
to have reigned under the name of 
Demetrius. 



Vassili Ivanovitch Shuiskt, elected Tzar upoA 
the aflafllnation of Demetrius in 1606 j depofed in 
x6io ; died in captivity at Warfaw* 



Sovereigns 
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V. 









tluded ii'om the fucceffion as incapable rtTdif" 
eh^ging the fiiii&ions of government j but being 
afterwards recognized a» joint- fovereign with his 
half-brdthci: Pefter the Great, he was coiifidered 
merely as a puppet, to fafisfy the multitude, and 
fecure to liis adherents a ihate in the adnvnir-" 
tration of affairs. He was allowed to continue 
this ftate-^pageiant during the temaindef of his 
life; and his death, which happened in 1608, 
was fcarcely perctited by his fubjefts, and not 
known to thtf reft of Europe, except by the omif- 
fion of his name in the public a6ls. 

The fucceeding fotercigns are interred at Pt* 
lerfburg, excepting Peter IL whofe aihes repofa 
in this cathedrals This monarchy the fon of thd 
imforttmate Tzatoritch Alexiy, was bom in 
171^, facceeded in 17^7 Catharine L and died 
in 1780 of thtf fihall-pox, on the day appointed 
for .his marriage with prin^efe Dolgorucki. His 
death, wafll occaliotied by the ignorance of the! 
phyficians, trho treated his diforder as a ma^ 
lignant fever- He acquired great popularity 
by fixing, during, the! Jattet part of his fliort 
teign, Ids imperial refidttice at Mofcoiir. He 
was regretted as the grandfoh of Peter the 
Great, and as the pifnce in whdfti the male line 
of the houfe of Rotntanof became extin6l« 

4f (At any viokht exbttiCt, he H ihfi Morif eoxiftant in his Uttsh^ 
dance at'cUnrcb, and never miffes a procdnon. He 3$ ftort tfr Wt 
^rhni tffy thin, and is now joyters of sge/^ 

2% 
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Cathedral of the AfTumption of the Virgin Mary in the Kremlin'* 

• —Tombs of the Ruffian |>atriarcbs.-»Origin and abdlition'of the 
patriarchal dignity.— Account of the patriarch Philaretes, father 
of the hoilfe of Romanof*-— Biographical anecdotes of the {a- 

* triarch Nicon. ' " 

nr^HE cathedral of the Affumption of the 
••*- Vii*gm Mary, appropriated to the corona- 
tion of the Ruilian Ibver^xgn?, alfo . fituated 
ki the Kremlin, is the moft magiaificent temple 
in Mbfco w. The (kreen is in many paiijs cover- 
^ with plates of folid filver ^and ..gold richly 
worked. From the centre of the roof hangs as 
enormous chandelier of mafiy filver, weighing 
9940 pounds: it was made in £ngland, and pre* 
fented by Morofof, prime*iriinifter of Alexiy 
Michaelovitch** * The facred veflels and epifco- 
pal veftments are extremely rich ; but the work- 
maniliip is in general rude, and by no means 
equal to tlie:materials. , •. 

'. Many of the painted figures M^hich cover the 
ijifide ifi^lls are of a coloiTal fize, and were exe- 
Quted fo early as the clofe of the fifteenth ccn- 
tury. This church alfo contaitvs .a bead of tte 

t According to Storfch it was a .prefcnt £ram Jhc Venetian), ta 
]^ris Goduno^ and weighs aScx). pounds^ 

• Virgin, 
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Virgifi) fuppofed to havd been painted by. St. 
Luke, and greatly celebrated in this country for 
the: power of Workhig miracles. The face is 
aliii<fiaft^bl^ck ; the head is X)rnamented with a 
glpry:^fpfecioiis ftonep/ and the hands and body 
^Sra^gilrfed, 'which" gives it a grotefque appear- 
a^^'fl>d£ is^) plaeed it} ithe ikreen, and enclofed 
vorihid'E fil-^hi cafej which is never removed but 
to ^^sgiqast feftivaK, ror to gratify the curiofity 
ofiftrangei-s. This Madonna, according to the , 
tradition of the church, was brought from 
filfeece to Kiof, transferred from thence v to 
Volodimir, and afterwards to Mofcow. It 
j^^egps.^9.iiavebeeii,a Grecian painting, and was 
ftfobahlyicanterioi to the revival of the art in 
Itialy^r^ *' 

s • - N 

I 

• ■ ♦ I 4kw (everal reprefentations of the Virgin in the north of 
Italy fimilar to tins painting t (bme were called the productions of 
St. Luke, others of Citnabue, or his fcholars. The complexion in 
thefti' ij^r4}kewi(% of a duflcy hue, probably th« Grecian paint- 
ers refi^elHited the Virgin of a dark complexion, which was co- 
pied by • Cimabue and theearlieft Italian artifts, who received the 
art frt)m the Greeks. Le Bruyn> fpeaking of this Madonna at 
Mdf^l&w, feys, ** It is very gloomy and almoft black; but whc- 
thei^'tiiis' proceeds from the effe^s of time, or the fmoke of ta- 
ptJrs, Or the' fdincy o£ the painter s certain it is, there is no great 
matter in it,^* &c. Travels, vol. I. p. 70. An ingenious author, 
in a Ute pitbli^ation, mehtions in the monaftery of Monte Virglne, 
a.^ Colofihl portrait of the Virgin Mary, which pafTcs for the work of 
fit. Luke the Evangelift', and adds, '< There are in Italy and clfe- 
where fome dozens of black, ugly Madonnas, which all pafs ftw 
'the^work of liisiiand*, and as fuch are revered.'^ To which, pa^ 

Z 3 . '^g« 
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In this cathedral are deported th^ T^sinil of 
the Ruffian patriarchs. 

The iirft was Job, Ijefore whofe tim(^ the pri^ 
mate of the Ruffian church was fufif^aa fa Um 
patriarch of Conilantipople. JoK being xnet 
tropoiit^n archbiihop of Moibow, wa^ in 1588^ 
inllalled in this cathedrni patriarch of Ruffian fajs 
Jeremias^ patriarch of Conila^t^nopieL : The ' ett 
remohy of tranflating t^ie feis ft cm the capital of 
Turkey to this city is thus deibrib^ hy an au<» 
thor, who was himfelf prcfcat*, 

• 

(age he fubjoins th^ following nou» but mtfaoiitdtuM^ hi« wthQ- 
hty : << The origin of this fMt, or mther miAake^ ^P^M*^ t)'^ be^ 
that about the time that paintingt of holy (iibjttf^a cayne iat^ 
faihlon> Uiere lived at Conflantinople a paiiiter (:all^ Luke, wh& 
by many .reprefe&tations of the Virgnt, acquired a very tnmicen* 
dent reputation. He was a man df exemplary lifcrand oq account 
pf his piety, and t)ie edifying uie ht made of h» ta)Sf|it9ft was ger 
neraliy known by the nanie of the Koly X«uke. In procefs of tim% 
when the epochaand pircumftance^of bi3 life were ^rgottea by thf 
vulgsir, ai)4 bis performances had scquira^ by age a fixyo)^ 4s99r^ 
pUl, fufficlent to p^rpleji the fliort-figb^ ^onnoif^!!^ of th^ 
day$>. devotees afpribedbis pi£tiires to tbf Evangelift, wb^^vVAS pror 
Douuped ^painter, bepaufe they knew pf no ottiLf r fkAJ\% of ^ 
«ame, and becaufe; if be had been a pain^, no m'^ co^ld b^Mr^ ha4 
4uch oppostUnities . of examimng ^d delineating tbfi ie^lfOresQf 
the holy model.*' . gwinbiirne'sXrayek iji-the Two$icil|es» p. laj* 
.for proof of .the intro4u6tion of pointing into |li;0ia.9|i4 Italy by 
.the Qrfeekft, fee th^. Pefi^nptipi;! of th^ (^the^jol ^-^t Sophia at 
'j^ovogorod. 

• Fletcher's Rulfia, Ch^p. a i . This attthor ad<kt ^1^ Jeremiad 
frhom he calls Hier^nimo, had been eith^ bc^miih^ ffom Conlbn^ 
ii^ple.by i\^ Turks, or depof^4 feyitlHJ,fi|apK'.flRsyitt»thf 

. f»ws 
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" On the 25th of January, 1588, the Greek 
patriarch, accompanied with the Ruffe cleargie, 
went to the great church of Prechefte, or our/ 
Ladie, within the Emperour's caftle, where 1» 
made aa oration, and delivered his' reiignatidn in 
an inftrument of writing, and fo laid down his 
patriarchal ftaffc j which was prefently deceived 
by the metropolite of Mofko, and divers othei^ 
cer&AQxMs ufed about the inauguration of the 
pew patriareh." . 

The moft venerable of Job's fucceffors in tlie 
patriarchal fee was Philaretes, who, though no 
fovereign himfelf, is celebrated as the founder 
of that line of Ruffian monarchs, diftinguifhed 
by tfce name of the Houfe of Romanof *^ Hiar 
lecular name was Feodor, and he drew his lineage 
^6m Andrew, a Pruffian prince, who came into •» 
jKuffia about the middle of the fourteenth ctn* 

pame to Mofcow without any^nvkation from the I^uiHans, to ob« 
tain money from Feodor Tvanovitch, anfd with this view propof. 
cdthe tranflatloa of tlie patriarchal fee from Conftantinople id 
Mofcow. Others datky tliat he was either depofed urbanifliedy and 
nelate^ that the tzar having formally demanded the confent of the 
Ibur patriarchs of Alexandria, ^tloch> Conftantinop^e, and Je-^ 
TU&ldm, to the eftabliihment of a new patriarcii in Ruflia* they ao« 
^ded to the requeft, and iblemnly deputed- Jeremias to MofcoWy 
yfho Invefted the metropolitan Job with the new dignity. Kipg oa 
the Greek Church, p. 496. 

* Ih confequence of a cuftom prevalent among the RuiTians td 
^pt the appeUatiop pf the grarf d&^her for a family namo^ the new 
royal line was failed Romanof, in honour of Romany Feodor^i 
gnwifatber. . ^ 

2 4 tury, 
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tury, and whofe knmediate defcendants enjoyed 
the higheft offices under the fovereigns of this 
country. Feodor was fon of Nikita Romano- 
vitch, great grandfon of Andrew, and brother 
of Anailafia, firft wife of Ivan VaffilievitcH II. 
When Boris Godunof was elevated to the throne, 
the high birth, great abilities^ and popularity of 
Feodor Romanof rendered him fo obnoxious to 
the new monarch, that he was compelled to 
alTume the prieflhood, and confined in a 'motizf^- 
tery ; on which occafion he, according - to ^ the 
Ruifian cuftom, changed his name to Fhilaretes. 

On the acceffion of the fovcreign whom the 
Ruffians call the Falfe Demetrius, Philareies was 
releafed from confinement, and appointed to 
the archbifliopric of Roftof. Soon ^ after the 
•depofition of Vaffili Shuifki, a ftrong party 
among the nobles having agreed to ele£t Ladi- 
flaus, fon of Sigifmond III. king of Poland, 
tzar of Ruffia ; Philaretes was difpatched, at the 
head of an embafly, to fettle the conditions of 
his fon V cleflion. He found the Polifh mo- 
narch engaged in the /lege of Smolenfko ; and. 
when the king demanded the immediate cef- 
fion of that town, Philaretes replied, " When 
your fon has afcended our throne, he will poffefs 
liot only Smolenfko, but all Ruffia, and it ill be- 
comes you to difmember his territories, " Sigif- 
mond, es;afperated at this fpirited reply, and ftill 

farther 
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farther inflamed by the remonftrances of the em- 
bafladors agaiuft his cotidu£i; towards Ruffia, ar- 
refted and threw them into prifon. Philaretes lan- 
guiflied nine years in the eaftle of Mariehburgh* 
in Pmffia^ under a rigorous confinement. 

His abfence, however, did not diminifli the 
veneration which the Ruffians entertained for 
his charafter: the whole nation unanimoufly 
conferred the crown on his fon Michael, a youth • 
only in the feventeenth year of his age ; in 
hopes that a peace with Poland would reftore 
Philaretes to his country, and render him the 
direftor of that power with which they inveft- 
cd his fon. This expeftation was gratified at 
the truce of Develina, concluded in 1619, be- 
tween Ruffia and Poland, which gave Phila- 
retes to the wiflies of the people. On his ar- 
rival at Mofcow he ^ was confecrated patriarch, 
and became the real, though hot the oflcnfible 
f6vereign of this country, ats his fon held the 
reins of government under his direaibti. m 
■was invefted with the adminiftration of afFairs ; 
his name was frequently affociated in the public 
afts with that of the tzar ; he gave audience to 
embaffadors, and on many public occafions M^as- 
permitted to take precedence of his fonf.' His* 

f Bufchiog. Hift, Mag. v. II. p. 403. 

t Schmid. Ruff. GtC y. II. p. i3„Buf<?hing. Hift.. Mag. 
Tt VII. p. 33t9.'— Olcariuf^ 
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experience, xnoderatiopi and ahiHties^ rendered 
him woithj of thefe hig;b honours and unljKmnid* 
ed authority j and the profperifcy of Michaer* 
reign proclaimed the wifdom of his fage monitor. 
Philaretes died in i&ss, ip an advanqed agc^^ le* 
gretted by his ion a&d the whole kingdom. 

The laft of thefe patriacchs was Adrian, ai 
whofe demife, in 1699/ Peter the Grea4^ rcd^fed 
l9 nominate a fuccelTor ;. . and in 1 73 1 the patriarv- 
chal dignity was formally aboli&ed. 

In a former chapter I ohferyedi that there ace 
no feats in the Ruffian ^hnrches^ the ceremonial 
of the Greek M'^orfhip requiring all perfox» ta, 
(Umd during the performance of divine feryice^ 
In this cathedral I ob&rved two elevaJted places 
near the ikreenx enclofed wil^ rails without feats: 
OBQ is appropriated to the iovereigp ; the other 
was formerly deiUned for the patriarch, wh(^ 
ftate a^d grandeur were not inferior t^ thofepf , 
the ti^ar himf^lff Upon fomie publiq pccafioq:. 
thei arohbiihop of Novogorod^ who €i%ired t0 . 
have the patriarchal dignity revived in his per^ 
fon, pointing to the place fo)rmerly occupied by 
the patriarchy remarke4 to Petei^ " $ii% that 
Aruflure is now.ufelefs-; will not yoiu^ majeiis^- 
order it to be removed?" Peter was filent;: bu|* 
the archbiihop repeating the queilion, replied, 
" That place /hall notbe removed, i^or fliall yoi^ 
fill it V . '^ 

* From prince VoUconflu) 

The 



V Tlv RujOSan^ rwkon e^evq^ pa^jfiwchafron» 
tiie firft efl^bliihmeiit of the dignity m the per^ 
p^ijfc of Jiplv to its ftuftl Qibglitipu lU^er the deat^ 
pf Adriw* Of th^ the gc^atcft v^ moft con« 
ipiqupu* wa$ t^ fse)ehr»t£d Nijcqa j whom, ^ h^ 
}9 the paly patri^trdb ^opl interired in this cathe* 
^^ I 9QijJ4 fl^t mention OB c<>atex»platiBg; thek 
tomh^ It is hpp^ %h9t no apology is necef* 
^ay fcur th^ ^cQ^i^t of a prelate, whom foiH« 
^^ffianj^ ftiU 9hhor ^& Antichrift, and others adojrqi 
f^ z faint ; and whofe extraordinjMry chara&e? 
|)^ never been faithfully i^eprefented to th^^ £ng^ , 
]f^ reader, 

Kicon waa bonpi in i^id, in 9 village of thf 
govenqnent; pf l^iAn^i Ivfovogorod, of obfpitff 
parents- He ri^ceived, at the baptifmal font, th# 
IMkmt of Nikit^^ vhicli, whe9> he became monki 
he changed tpr i(^ip0R. He was, educated in the 
^(mvent of Si; Magariu^, under the care of a 
^onk. F?o^ t^ co<irle of his ihidies^ which 
were al^o|i iblely direded to the Holy Scrips 
turesi and the exhortations of his preceptori he 
imbibed, at a very early period, the ftron^eft a** 
taclunent to a monadic life, and wais only pre^* 
y^ted from following his incliiiation by the ao* 
j^ority of his father. In conformity,, however, 
to the wiihes qf his family,, he entered into ma^ 
tfimony ; and ^3 that ftate precluded hint from 

being 
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being admitted into a convent^ be iras ordained 
^ fecular prieft, , . . . . Ma jrij^ 

^ With his wift he paiflfed ten VeSfs j firff^a*^^ 
parifli-prieft in fome -ccmntry village, and auCT^ 
vards at Mofcowin the fame capacity ; butlofiilg 
three children, whom he teiMerfy loved, ' his^'^if- 
guft for the i^^oi-ld ahd his pfopehHty to Tdiittide 
returned with redoiibled violence f - and, havihsr 
perfuaded his wife to take tlte veil, he entered iiato 
the monadic order.- He' chofe for his own it* 
treat a fmall ifland of theW^ite^Sca, irrhabfted 
oaly by a few peribns^, who forined a kind of 
ecclefiaflical eftablifliment, as remarkable for 
the aiifterity of the rules as for the folitude 6f 
the fi^uation : twelve monks bcciipled Separate 
iceHs, equally diftant from each Other • and f^bvi 
the church, which liobd in the centre of*H<8 
{fiand; ^ Thefe lonely. anchoritc&'aflfembled regt^ 
larl;^ On Sattirday evening in the ehiiitrh, where 
they aflHled in the performance WfdiVifie lerv9dfe 
during the whole night, and the' next' day dhtH 
iioofi, and then retired to their refpe6tive ha- 
b)tati6m. This praftice was repeated oh cer- 
tftin feftivals ; at other times each reclufe occu- 
pied his cell undifturbed by mutual intereoiirfe^. 

r 

Their food was bread, and fifh whick they 
paiight -themfelves, or procured from the con- 



# Two verfts, or a mile ^d a half. 
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^hicti Nicpn retiiisdKM ^offgenial to j:hegloo?xy 
ftate of ^is (J^^^nc^ini^d i w^sreiVbrooding iu ft^li-j 
tudq upoa theittt^griaiiity ;qf htiQi]^ life he was 
oinhappily l§d;tQ<pii0!^ef thejvoft:.debafing au& 
terities as acceptably to the Suppea^e Being, and 
Qpnt^aSed that cloiftered :pride, : which gave an 
^ioyito his virtues, and proved the greateft de- 
fe^ in his cl|iam6ler, when raifcd to an exalted 
ftation. 

Afteraihort refidence^in this ifla^d, Nicon 
acc0mpanied the chief of the ecclefiaftical efta* 
bli/bment to Mofcow, to raife a colleftion fqr 
building a new church. He. was fcarcel)- return- 
ed from this expedition, when, at the infiigatioa 
of the chief, whom he had offended during the 
journey, he was compelled by the other monks 
to retire from the ifland. He embarked in an 
open boat, with only a fingle perfon, in a high 
&ft: being overtaken by a violent ftorm, he wa^ 
toffed about in continjual danger of periihin^ ; 
but was at length driven upon an iflwd near the 
mouth of the Onega, 

From this ifland he repaired to a monaftery of 
the contiguous continent ; and was admitted in^p 
the fociety ; but inftead of inhabiting an apart- 
ment in the convent, he conftrufted a £eparat4 
cell on an adjacent iiland ; where heliv^d upon the 
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SSi which he e^bght wHh his own hand*, iftd ti6^ 
ter vifited the tei6iuifi6fy t>ut duriti^ thft ihm ot 
divine femee. Iii cottfetiuetide df thii ttcliify 
ftiid'rigid wty df life lit was held m high ^66m 

by the In^thf eti, and 6b the dtath 6f the fupe-* 
tior vaA tinaAitAdafly ttifed tb the vacant dig^ 
ftity. He €6ntiiii{ed in this ea(>aeity tkree yeats^ 
when, being drawn by fotne family laffkiti td 
%i(^SMWf he was cafually prefented to the tzBf 
Alexhy Michaelovitch^who, captivated with his 
various talents and extenfwe learning, detained 
him at Mofcow, tinder his immediate prote^^on. 
Within lefs than five yeajrs he was fueceflrvely 
created archimandrite or abbot of the Novof' 
patfkoi convent, ' archbifhop •of Novogorod, and 
patriarch of Ruifi^ He deferved thefe rapid 
promotions by a rare aflemblage of extraordinary 
qualities, which even his enemies allowed him to^ 
poflefs ; undaunted courage, irreproachable Ino-' 
lals, exalted charity, 'compfehenfive learning, 
and cdmmanding eloquence^ 

While archbifliop of Novogorodj to whieh 
dignity he was raifed in i649, he gave a memor- 
able inftance of firmnefs and difctetion. During 
a tumult^ the Imperial g-ovemor, prince Feodof 
Kilkof, took refuge in the archiepifcopal palace 
l^ainfi the fury of the infurgents, who, burft- 
tog opeii the gates, threatened inftant pillage if 
lliegovemor was not delivered to them without 

delays 



delay. *Nicon, inftead of acceding to tlieir dc-» 
■ inajid, boldly advanced into the midft of tbfenii 
and exhorted them to peftce^ The populace, in* 
'flamed to madnefs by the prelate's appearuice^ 
transferfed theii^ rage from the governor to him ; 
they affaulted hhn with fiones, dragged him by 
the hair, and offered every fpecies of violence 
and indignity to his perfon. Being conveyed 
to the palace in a ftate of infenfibility, he was 
recovered by immediate affiftanee ; but, regard- 
lefs of the imminent danger fronS which he had 
juft efcaped, he perfifted in his refolution, either 
to appeafe the tumult, or perifli in the attefnpt- 
With this defign, as if devoting himfelf to cer- 
tain death, he confefled aiid received the facra* 
^ tnent, and repaired to the town-houfe, where the 
infurgents were affembled. He confounded 
them by his prefence, foftened them into re- 
pentance by a firm, but pathetic addrefe, and 
{lerfuading them to difperfe, tranquillity was itt-» 
ftantly reftdred. This calm, however, was of itio 
long duration : the fedition, allayed by the fpi- 
rit and eloquence of Nicon, wa§ again ibmented 
by the ringleaders of the tumult, and broke infe 
open rebellion; many of the inhabitants re^ 
nounced their allegiance to the tzar, and pro- 
pofed to deliver the town into the bands of the 
king of Poland. The prelate, however, un-^ 
daunted by thi.^ change in their fentiments, coin- 

tinoed 
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tmued' his efforts to biing them bade to their 
duty : his remonftrances and exhortations gra- 
dually prevailed ; many flocked to his palace, de- 
firing' his interceffion with their enraged fove- 
xeign ; and though the lemainder of the infur- 
gents blocked up the avenues to the town, yet 
he contrived, at the peril of his life, to fend in- 
formation to the tzar. Being armed, by a com- 
miffioa from Mofcow> with full powers, he, by 
a vigorous exertion of authority, but without 
the effufion of blood, finally quelled the rebel- 
lion. To him was committed the trial of the 
rebels, and the difpofal of life and death ; an 
office which he executed with as much judgment 
as lenity. The leader of the fedition was alone 
punifiied with death;, ten of his mofi; mutinous 
adherents were knooted and baniihed, and a 
few were condemned to a fhort imprifonment. 
Nicon nobly forgave the outrage committed 
againfi: his own perfon ; and * in chaflizing the 
j)ublic offence tempered the fevcrity of juftice 
with the feelings of humanity. 
\ He gained the refpe6t of the inhabitants by the 
^miwearied affiduity with which he performed the 
fundions of his archiepifcopal office, and con- 
ciliated their aifeftion by ads of unbounded 
charity. .He built and endowed alms-houfes for 
widows, old men, and orphans, was the great 
Jpatrpa of the indigent, the zealous prote6lor of 

the 
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tlie lowfer ckfs of men againft the dppreffions of 
the gi-eat, ' and during a dreadful famine, appro- 
priated the fevfinues of his fee to the genetal 
relief of the poor. 

Nicon was no lefs confpiciious in the vigilant 
difcharge of his patriarchal office, to which h6 
was appointed in I65fi, only in the sgth year of 
his age. He inftituted feminaries for the inftruc/ 
tion of priefts in the Greek and Latin languages^* 
and enriched the patriarchal library wi^h rare 
ecclefiafticdand claffical manufcripts, draw* from 
a convent at Mount Athos. By a diligent revi- 
fal of the Holy Scriptures, and a collation of the 
various editions of the Old and New Tcftament, 
perceiving many errors in the printed copies of 
the Bible and Liturgy ufed for divine fervice, he 
prevailed upon the tzar to fummon a general 
council of the Greek church at Mofcow, in 
which he prefided. By his arguments, autho- 
rity, and influence, it was determined that the 
moft antient Sclavonian verfion of the Bible was 
cxaft, and that the errors with which the later 
copies abounded iliould be corrected. He in- 
fpefted and fuperintcnded the printing' of a new 
edition of the Sclavonian Bible, whrch was be- 
come extremely rare. He removed from the 
churches the piftures of deceafcd perfons, to 
which many of theHuffians offered a blind ado- 
ration ; he uboliilied.a few ceremonies which had 
. vol.. 1* ,4 A been 
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been carried to a fupcrftitious iexcefs: in a word, 
his labours tended more to the reformation of 
Uic church, than the united efforts of all his pre- 
'deceflbrs in the patriarchal chair. 

Nor was he folely diftinguiflied in his pro- 
feflional charader; but proved himfelf no left 
qualified in a civil capacity. Although his 
iludies M'cre hitherto confined to ecclefiaftical ' 
fiibjefts, and the reclufenefs of his fomier life 
ftcmed to impede "the attainment of politi- 
cal knowledge; yet he was nofooner called to 
a public ftation, than his abilities expanded in 
proportion as the objeds which they embraced 
became more numerous and important: his fa* 
gacity, fliarpcned by continual application, foon 
rendered him matter of the moil intricate affairs, 
taught him to difcriminatc the moil oppofite in- 
tercfts, and to adopt that decifive line o^ con- 
dud; M'hich marks the great and enlightened 
ftatefman. Being confulted by the tzar on all 
occafions, he foon became the foul of bis coun- 
cils*, and gained the afcendancy in the cabinet 

* The influence which Nlcon, from the fiiperiority of hit ge* 
nius, obtained in the tzar's councils, perhaps induced Voltaire, lA. 
his erroneous account of this patriarch, to declare, that he " vou- 
^ut clever fa chaire au-delFus du trone j non fculement il ufurpalt It 
droit de s'afleoir dans le fenat a c6te du czar, niais il pretendait» 
qu'on ne ponvait faire ni la guerre ni la palx fans (on confentetnent,'* 
&c. Hiil. de Pierre le Grand, p. 74. from Voltaire, the com- 
pilcT of the article of Ruflia, in the Uuiverfal Hiftory, has adopted 
thi* idlci^flertion. V. 38. p. 140. '' 

' by 
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by the vdtt fdpeildrity of his genius, ever fertile 
in expedients, and zealous to recommend the 
inoft fpirited meafures: 

Having thus attained Ih^ higlieft fuihmit of 
liuman grandeur to whicli a fabje<5l can arrive, 
he fell a vi6lim to popular difcontents, and to 
the cabals of a court His fall, no tels fuddeti 
than his rife, may be traced from the following 
caufes: The removal of the painted images from 
the churches difgufted a lal-ge party among the 
Ruilians fuperftitioully addi6led to the adoration 
bf their anceftors } the corre6lion of the errors 
in the Liturgy and Bible, the abolition of fome 
ceremonied, and thi^ adiniflion of a few others 
(introduced, perhaps, with too much hafte,f and 
without due deference to the prejudices of his 
Countrymen), occafioned a fchifm in the church ; 
many perfons aveife to all innovations, and ad- 
hering to thfe old tenets and ceremonies, formed 
a confiderable f6<?l under the appellation of Old 
Believers^ and, rifing in feveral parts, created 
tnuch difturbance to the ftate, cifcumftances na- 
turally imputed to Nicon by his enemies. He 
Excited the hatred of an ignorant and indolent 
elergy by the appointment of Greek and Latin 
fcmiiiaries ; he raifed the envy and jealOufy of 
the prime-miniller and courtiers by his predomi- 
nance in the cabinet, ^nd by the hau^htinefs of 

A A s his 
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his deportment, offended the tzdrina atid hef fa- 
ther, who were implacable in their refentment. 

All thefc parties uniting in one great combi- 
nation, Nicon haftened his fall by a fuperciliovis 
demeanour, which occafionally bordered upon 
arrogance ; by trufting folely for his fupport to 
the rectitude of his conduft and the favour of his 
fovereign, and by difdaining to guard againft 
what he conlidered as the petty intrigues of a 
court. ' 

The only ch'cutnftance whijch feemed wanting 
to complete his difgrace was the lofs of Alexhy's 
prote6lion ; and this was at length effected by 
the gradual, but fee ret infmuatiaiis of the tza- 
rina and her party, who finally availed themfelveS 
of an unfuccefsful war with Poland, of which 
the patriarch is faid to have been the principal 
advifer. Nicon, landing himfelf excluded from 
the prefence of a fovereign accuftomed to con-* 
fult him on eVery emergency, aijd difdaining to 
hold thchigheft office in the kingdom, when he 
had loft the confidence of his matter, aftonifhed 
the public by a voluntary abdication of his patri- 
archal dignity- This tneafure, cenfured by many 
as hafty and imprudent, .and highly expreflive of 
that pride which ftrongly marked his charader^ 
muft yet be efteemed marxj^^and refolute, which 
even thofe who condemn cannot but admire. It 
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may alfo admit of great palliaticm, ' if wi? con-^^ 
fider that the popular odium was rifmg againftr 
him; that a povnerful party' had fecretly effected* 
his difsrrace, and that, as he forefawhis fall, he 
preferred a voluntary abdication of His dignity: 
to a forcible depofitioa; chufing to fefign with, 
fpirit what he could not retain without mcari'^' 

XlQl S . - , .. ,' t ' . . i . , -. 

This abdication took . place on the 1 0th of 
July, O.S. .1658, and he quitted his ekalted' 
ftation.with thefarae gfeatnefe.of foul A\dth which 
he had afcended it. He was permitted to retaia 
the title ' of patriftEXvh, while the fun6iions of his 
office were perforiitefijfey the archbifliop of No-c - 
vogorod, Hechpfe'f9r tiie- place of his refi- 
dencethe convent of: J erufalero, built and enr 
dowed by himfelf. On his arrival he re-affum^ed 
his reclufe way of life, and praftifed the-mofl 
rigid mortifications. The hermitage he inbabiiti 
ed is thus defcribed by an author f, who vifited 
the fpot in the beginning of this century: "lA 
winding ftair-cafe, fo harrow that one man could 
Jiardly pafs, leads to the little^ chapiel of abomt 

• This is the opinion of Mgyerberg, who came to Moftow fijc 
years after his abdication : After eriumeratlng the caufes of his f^lj, 
he adids, ** Propter quae omnia ««mii^«j exo/us, et.ad exiliiim rom- 
ffiumbus 'votis expet^tus p^r^cinium nullum invcnerit in favoie. 
Alexii, cujus animum fenfim abalienaverant jaftis in longum pdys 
^xor et focer ill* ob privatas caufas infenfi/' p. 87. 

f Periy's State of Ruflia, v. L p. 140. 
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a fathom in the fquare, in which the patriarch 
iif?d to perform hi^ Solitary wpffliip, The roonj 
in which he lived was not much larger ; in it 
hung 1^ broad iron-plate, with a crofs of brai^ 
fixed to a heavy chain, weighing above, twenty 
pounds, all which the faid patriarch wore about 
|)is neck for twpnty years together. His bed wa^ 
afquare ftone two ells in length, and fcarcely 
one jn breadth, over which was fpread nothing 
but a cover of ruflies. Below in the Koufe ^as 
a fmall chimney, in %diich the pafxiaitch ufp4 tq 
drefs his owA vidiials." 

Nicon, however, did notwaftehis whole timo 
in the performance of ufekfii auilerities ; bu1» 
employed himielf in compiling a regular feries of 
Jtuilian annalifts from Neflor, the earlieil hiftor 
tian of this conntrj^, ^to the reign of Alex^y 
Michaelovitch. He pu^fued this plan with 
his accuftomed zeal* After comparing and coir 
lating numerous manufcripts, h^ digefted the 
^'hole coiledion in chronological order intq 
ja.work, which is called fometimes, fiom its aur 
tfeor, the Chronicle of Nicon, and fometimes^ 
from the place where it was begun and depofited, 
the Chronicle of the Convent of J^rufalcm. 
'This compilation, the labpur of twenty years, i^ 
juftly efteemed, by the bel^ Rufliati hiftorians, ^ 
work of the greateft authority ; and M^as confir 
dered, by the venerable author, of fuch im- 

poftan^ja 
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portancc to the hiftory of his Canntry, that^ in 
the true fpirit of enthuiiafm, he begins the per- 
formance by anathematizing all thofe who ihould 
attempt to alter the miiiuteft expreflion. 

The innocent manner in which he pafled his 
time could not protect him from the perfecutions 
of his enemies, who were apprehenfive that 
-while he retained t^ename of patriarch, he might 
be reinftated in his former dignity. Repeated 
cDiiiplaittts were m^ed-a^ainft him ; every dif- 
tiirbance, occafioned fey the old believers, Was 
in^de a matter of feri{>us accufation \ iM)t only 
bis ffprmer condu6t was arraigned, but new 
crimes were invented to render him flill more 
jobnoxfioug, He was accufed of difrefpeftfiil 
expreffions relating to the tzar, in a letter to the 
patriarch of Conftantinople, of holding a trea- 
fonable correfpondence, and receiving bribes 
from the kins: ofPoland* 
^ The tzar, continually bcfet by the patriarch's 
enemies, was prevailed on to proceed to the moft 
violent extremities. He convened, in 1666., a 
general council of the Greek and Ru^an clergy 
at Mofcow, V^ho, after a iliort deliberation, for- 
mally depofed Nicon from the patriarchal lee, 
and banilhed him to a diftant convent The 
principal caufe affigned for, this depofition was, 
that Nicon, having by a voluntary abdication 
meanly defcrted his. flock, was unworthy to fill 

A A 4 the 
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the patriarchaLchair. This futile allegation is a 
fufficient proof that the other crimes were mar 
Jicipufly cirpulated to prejudice. the tzar, and to 
influence the judges. In conformity to his feni 
tence, Nicon was degi^aded to the condition of 
a common monk, and imprifoncd in the convent 
of Therapont, in the government of Bielozero. 
His confinement was for fome time extremely ri- 
gorous ; • becaiife, confcious of his own integrity, 
he perfifted in: a denial of guilt, and refufed to 
^accept a pardon for, primes which he had never 
pommitjbed. Upon the death of Aiexfey, in 1676, 
ycodqr, prpbably at the inftigation of his primeir 
minifter,.pvii^c€ Qalitzini the jwitron and friend of 
^eniu% permiUf d N jfcon to remove to the convent 
pf St. Cyril, where he enjoyed peife6i'libprty. 

Nicon furyived his depofition fifteen year?. 
In 168I he pbt^inisil pevmiflion to return to the 
convent of Jerufalem, that he might end his 
^ays in that favoufite fpot, but expired upon the 
f oad near Yg^roflaf, iii the 66th year of his aga 
His remains were tranfported to the convent of 
Jerufalem^ and buried with all the ceremonies 
which are ufual ^.tthc iiitennent of p^ttriayiclis *, 

• For tht "Hiftorjr of Nicon, t liave fblIo;nred Mqll^r in his Na- 
fhricht vonTfovogorod in S, It. G. yol. V. p. 541 to 559. L'EvcA 
que has ^fo 4r^wn frqm tjie iiupc ib^rce a fpinted and candid ac- 
count of this great patriarcji, to which I acknowledge myfelf in- 
debted for a few rcficclions. Hift, de RufRe^ v. IJI. p. 391 to 39^1^ 
alib4i.7 10450. - 
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Ruflian archives .-••Englifti ftate -papers. — Commencement of the 
connexion between the courts of London and Mofcow.— CoiS 
refpondence between queen Elizabeth and the tzar lyan VaiiUi^* 
yitch 11. — His demand of the lady Anne Haftin§$ in marriage.-r 
Account of that negotiation.— Other difpatches— Rife of the 

' title of tzar. — Negotiation between Peter the Great and the Eu- 
ropean courts relative to the title of cmperorrrrUnivcriity.-f- 
Syllabus of the Jeftures.TrrMatthaei-s Catalogue • of the Greek 
njanufcripts in the library of the Holy ^ynod,-rHymn to Cc^es 
attributed to Homer. 

MR. MuUpr obligingly accompaniecl u$ to 
the place in the Khitaigorod, wliere the 
public archives are depofited : it is a ftrong brick 
building, containing feveral vaulted apartments 
with iron floors, Thefe archives, confilling of 
numerous ftaterpapers, were crowded into boxcs^ 
and thrown j^fide lite common lumber ; until Hip 
prefent emprels ordered thcui to be revifed and 
arranged. In conformity to this mandatje, Mr. 
MuUer has difpofed them in chronological order^ 
and any fingle document may be infpedied. with 
little trouble. They are enclofed in feparatc cur 
binets with glafs doors: thofc relative to Ruffia 
^re claired accprding to the feveral provinces to 
jwrliich they relate ; and over each cabinet iij in- 
^•rjbcd the name of the proviiifc, Ju theiUmc 

manner 



«6e 



THAVELS IN RUSSIA. 



B. 5, 



maimer the manufcripts relative Xo foreign king-i 
doms are placed in feparate divifions under the 
refpeftive titles of Poland, Sweden, England, 
France, Germany, &c. The papers which coiur 
cerned my native country principally engaged 
my attention. The earlieft correfpondence be^ 
tween the fovereigns of England and Rufiia 
commenced in the middle of the 1 6th century, 
foon after the difcovery of Aixhangel, and chiefly 
tehtes to the permiflSon of trade granted exclu- 
fively to the Engli/Ii company of merchants feti 
tied in Ruflia. The firft record is an original let-» 
ter of Philip and Mary to Ivan Vaffilievitch ir, 
acknowledging the receipt of a difpatch trarifr- 
ihitted to England by his embaffador Ofef Ni- 
phea, and returning thanks for the liberty of 
opening a free trade throughout the RuiTian do^ 
minions. The charter of privileges granted by 
• the tzar to the Englifli merchants, together with 
the numerous letters which he received from 
Elizabeth, are preferved in this colleftion, and 
are mpftly publiflied in Hackluyt's Voyages: 
one, however, not found in that work, is dated 
the 18th of May, 1570, in which Elizabeth, 
among other expreffions of friendiliip, oifers to 
Ivan Vaflilievitch, if compelled by an infurrec«= 
tionto quit his country, an afylum in England. 
This letter was figned by Elizabeth in the pre? 
fe?icp of her fecret council ; araongft the figna«- 

turff 
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tares I noticed the names of Bacon, LcyceftcTy 
and Cecil. 

. Some hiftorians having affeited, that Ivan^ 
Vaffilievitch II. carried his perfonal refpefi: f<0^ 
queen Elizabeth fo far as to be one of her fuitorsi 
while Camden only relates, that he propofed to^ 
marry lady Anne Haftings, daughter of the learl 
of Huntingdon, my curiofity led me to make 
inquiries into this tranfaftion. With refpeft to 
any treaty of marriage between the tzar and 
Elizabeth, the archives are filent; but fumifbed 
fome curious particulars. in regard to the intend* 
f d efpoufal of lady Anne Haftingsi 

The firft hint of this match was fuggefted by 
Pr. Robert Jacob, a phyficiari, whom Elizabeth^ 
at the tzar's requeft, fent to Mofcow. Jacobs 
jacquainted with the ficklenefs of Ivan in hi^^ 
amours, and his defire of contra6ting an alliance 
with a foreign pr^ncefs, extolled the beauty, ac- 
pompliihments, and rank of lady Anne Hailing4, 
whom he reprefented as niece of the queen, and 
daughter of an independent prince, and infpired 
the tzar with a ftrong inclination to efpoufe her, 
lalthough he had juil married his fifth wife Ma^ 
f ia Feoderofna. Tlie tzar, fired by his defcyip- 
jtion, difpatched Gregory Pirfemfkoi, a Rufliaa 
lipbleman of the firft diftindion, to Efigland, to 
jnake a formal demand of the lady for his %vife. 
^y hui ^nftru^'ticLnS;^ he was ordered, after a con* 
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fcrencc with the queen, to procure an interview 
V'ith the lady, obtain her portrait, -and inform 
himtlf of the rank and fituation of her family : 
^ was then to requeft that an Englifh embaffar^ 
<lor might return with him to Mofco\r, with full 
powers to adjuft the conditions of the marriage. 
If au objeolion fliould be raifed, tlmt Ivan was 
alreadv married, he was dire6ied to anfwer, that 
• the tzar, having cfpoufcd a fubjeft, was at li- * 
bcrtv to divorce her : and if it was afked, what 
pcovxiion fJiould be made foi; the children by. lady 
d\uw IIaftings,.he was inftrufted to reply, that 
Tcodor, the eldeft prince, was heir to the throne j 
but that her children ihould be amply endowed., 
, . jUi- confoquence of thcfe or<lers, Piifemikol 
iiepaiiied to Lonilon," had an audience of Eliza- 
h€\\\ faw lady Ilaftings, who had juft recovered 
from the fmall-pox, procured her portrait, and 
returned to Mofcowin 1583, accompanied M'ith 
fui Englifli embaflador, Sir Jerome Bowes. The 
lajievi ja. pcr&a of a capricious difpofition, at 
bis .firlt interview greatly offended the tzar, as 
wiiUby liis freedom of fpcech, as becaufe he was 
not. cotnmiffioned to give a final alfent to the 
marriage^ but only to receive a. more explicit 
ofler, unci tranlmit it to the queen. The tzar, 
laicfccMftamctlto brook delay, declared, "that 
nq obftucle (liould prevent him from marrying 
fomc Unfwomanof bcrmajefty's; thatbefliouUl 
fenU 
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tend again into England to have feme one of 
them to wife ; adding, that if her majefty would 
not, upon his next embafly, fend him fuch an 
one as he defired, himfelf would then go into 
England, and carry his treafure ^Vith him, and. 
marry one of them there." Sir Jerome Bowes, 
probably in conformity to his inftruclious, threw. 
obftacles in the way of the marriage : . inftead of 
fpcaking favourably of lady Haltlngs, he men- 
tioned her perfon with indiff'er^ce, and denied 
that ihe wjis any relation to the queen ; . adding, 
with fome marks of contempt, that his miftrcfs 
had many fuch nieces. By thefe means the af- 
fair was fufpended ; and the negotiation finally 
terminated by the death of the tzar in the be-^ 
ginning of the following year. 

It appears from thefe archives, that the cor- 
refpondence between the Ruflian and Englilh 
fovereigns^ which began with Ivan, did not 
ceafe upon his demife. The amity, indeed, be- 
tween the two courts was fo finnly eftablifhed, 
that Charles I. fent a 9orps of troops, under 
colonel Sanderfon, to the afliftance of Michael 
Feodorovitch, againft Ladillaus king of Po- 
land; and Alexey Michaelovitch occafionally 
furniflicd Charles, in the period of his greateft 
diftrefs, with money and corn. The laft letter 
from our unfortunate fovereign to Alcx^y is 
dated Ifle of Wight, June i, 1648, and wa« 

written 
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written during his confinement in Cari/brook- 
Caille. I obferved one from Charles II. to the 
tzar, announcing ^he execution of his father : 
it is dated September the i6th, 1649, and was 
brought to Mofcow by Lord Culpepper. 

During the ufurpation of Cromwell, Alex^y 
maintained a conftant correfponrlence with thef 
exiled Charles. He was accuftomed to declare, 
that all monarclis ought to efteem the caufe of 
Charles I. as tHeir own, and fhould not, by 
countenancing an ufurper, encourage fubjecis to 
rebel againft their king. In conformity to thefe 
fentiments he refufed, for fome time*, to hold 
any intercourfe with the proteftor; and thefe 
archives contain no letters between Cromwell 
and the tzar. 

The reftoration of Charles 11. rene^ved the 
harmony between the two courts ; and as from 
this interval the difpatches received from Eng- 
land were fo numerous as to require feveral 
days to examine them with attention, I was 
compelled to retire without fatisfying my cu- 
riofity- Thefe papers containing a complete 
hiftorical feries of the alliances, connexion, cor- 

• I iay firfimetimn for although, if I rightly rcinember, the^l 
archives cctatain no difpatches betwtcn the tzarapd Cromwell, yet 
it is certain, that afterwards Alexiy maintained a correfpdndence 
with the prole6^or, and had once confented to receive his embsffa- 
dors at MofcChir. Sec the Chapter on the Rife and Progrefs cf the 
Unglifh Trade to Ruilla, in the next volume. 

8 • refpondcnce^ 
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tcfpondence, and commerce, between Ruflia and 
England, wcfuld form an inlerefting publication, 
if printed in chronological order, and interfperf- 
ed with hiftoric,al obfervations. 

I had Scarcely tiiiie to glance over the nulne- 
rous ftate-papers which relate to the other Eu- 
ropean powers ; but the keeper of the archives 
did not omit pointing out to me one document 
of great' importance in the hiftory of Ruflia: I 
allude to the famous letter, written in the Ger- 
man tongue*, from Maximilian I. emperor of 
Germany, to Vaflili Ivanovitch, confirming a 
treaty of alliance againft Sigifmond king of Po- 
land. This difpatch, dated Auguft the 4th, 
1514, and ratified with the feal of the golden- 
bull, is remarkable becaufe Maximilian addrefleia 
Vaflili by calling him Kajffer und Herrfcher aller 
Ruflen ; Emperor and ruler of all the Ruilias* 
This deejd, difcovered by baron Shavirof in the 
archives in the beginning of this century, firft' 
fuggefted to Peter the idea of afliiming the 

4 

title of emperor. The claim gave rife to va^ 
rious negotiations, and occafioned a curious 
controverfy among the learned, concerning 
the rife and progrefs of the titles by which 
the monarchs of this country have been dif- 
tinguiflied. The early fovereigns of Ruflia were 

• The Tcadet will fkid a copy of the original German in Weber's 
Verandertes Rufsland, v. I.' p. 357 ; and -a faithful tranQation In 
FfTJjr'* Stau pf Ruflia, p. 25^.^ 

called 
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tailed great-dukes; and Vaffili Ivanovitch* 
was probably the ftrft who ftyled himfelf tzar, aii 
expreflion which, in the Sclavonian language, 
fignifies king ; his fucceflbrs continued to bear 
within their o\vn dominions that title as the moft 
honourable appellation, until Peter the Great 
firft took that of Povilitel^ or emperoY. It is 
ncverthelefs as certain, that the foreign courts fy 
in their intercourfe with that of Mofcow, ftyled 
the foTcrcign indifcriminately great-duke, tzar,- 
and emperor. "j;. With refpe6l to England, in 
Chancellor's Accdunt of Ruffia, Ivan Vaffilie- 
vitch II. was called lord and emperor of allRuf- 
fia s and in the Englifh difpatches, fr6m the reign 
of Elizabeth to that of Anne, the fovereign wa$ 
generally addreffed under the fame appellation. 
We may at the fame time remark, that when the 
European powers ftyled the tzar emperor of Miif- 
covy, they by no means intended to give him a 

* The appellation 6£ tzar wa^ not takeny as fc^e authors fup^-^ 
pofe, from the Tartars, when Ivan conquered Cafan,^ for the prince 
of Cafarl was called Khan. 

f This is aflcrted upon th6 pofitive tcftiniony of Herberftein j 
and his authority is unqueftionable^ becaufe, aa he was twice em- 
baflfador to Mofcow, the iirft time to Vaflili Ivairoyitch, and after-* 
wards to Ivan Vaflilievitch ll. he mull have bceh acquainted with 
the titles bornfe by thefc two fovejcigns. Other authors fuppofe 
that his fon Ivan was the firft who afTumed the title of tzar. 

J According to Mayerberg, the title o^ Alexey Mlchaelovitchl 
prefixed to his Code of Law^S was "Tzar, et Magnns Dax totiwr 
Ruflize Auirocator." - Iter in Mof. p. i i;J. 

title 
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title fimilar to that which was peculiar to the , 
emperbr of Germany ; : but bellowed upon him 
that appellation as upon an Afiatic fovereign, 
in the fame manner as we now fay the emperors 
of China and Japan. When Peter, therefore, 
determined to affunie the title of emperor, he 
found no difficulty in proving that it was con- 
ferred upon his predeceffors by moft of the Eu- 
ropean powers; yet, when he was defirous of 
affixing to the term the European fenfe, it was 
confidered as an innovation, and was produ6i;ive 
of more negotiations than would have been re- 
quifite for the termination of the moft impor- 
tant ftate-affair. After many delays and objec- 
tions, the principal courts of Europe confented, 
about the year 1722, to addijefs the fovereign of 
Ruffia with the title of emperor, without preju- 
dice, neverthelefs, to the other crowned heads 
of Europe*. 

The 

* Many authors have erroneoufly advanced, that the EngliHi 
«mbaflador> Lord Whitworth, foon after the battle of Paltava^ 
^ve, by order of queen Anne, the title of emperor inks Europiam 
fenfe to Peter the Great. But the following extracts from a difpatch 
of Lord Carteret to Sir LukeSchaub^ the Engliih minifbr atParis^ 
ithich fell under my obfervation fmce I finifhed the account in the 
text, will fully contradidl thefe affertions, andare here inferted,be« 
caufe they will help to throw further light upon this fubjedV. Th« 
United Provinces and the king of PrufFia had, in 171 1, acknow-' 
lodged Peter*s right to the title of emperor; but the courts of 
London and Paris withh^ their confe&t. JDuring tb^ j^egotiation 

vol.* If B 9 fevend 
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t Thcf archives cootaio alfo thirte«i volumes of 
ksttersy jaurnals^ notes, and other manufcriptSy. 

of 

ftwnd difpatchefi palled between Icn^ Carteret, fecfetary of ftat^^ 
ctrdinal Dubois, ^ni $ir iLuke Schaub, Engliih minifters at Pan^. , 
•* he cardinal," writes lord Carteret, in one of his difpatches U> 
Sir Luke, dated Jan. 172 1-2,*" croit qu'on pourroit accordcr le 
litre de i*empereur au tzar, de maoiere q\ie les couronnes n''eii iv^f*- 
fe&t pcnnt prcjudicies/" - ^ . 

• •* Lit Roy [George I.] a trouvc la leponfe tres fage, que le cardi- 
nal a £ute aux miniftres du czar touchant la demande da titre ifh»- 
feriur. Nous agirons de concert, avec Ton eminence dans cetteaf- 
fiduB* £t pour luydonner les ecbirdffismeutt qu'elle foubaite, t!od»^ 
chant ce qui s*eft paiie entre la Gnmde^retagne et le czar a regard 
du titre^ je vous envoye un extrait, qui a ete tix^ des regifb^s de 
nos archives, pour luy Stre communique. Les minillres MoCc^ 
▼Ikes ne font nuUement fcHidez en ce quails allegueitt que ce titre k 
cl^ accorde au czar conune une portie de la iktisfa&ion dans VaSainc 
.de Matueof. II efl con&ant que Too ne fit alors ^ucun chai\gement 
a cette occafion la. 

' ** En examinant le ftile, dont ks roys de la Grande Breta^ae fe 
ii^nt feryis, en ecrivant aux czars de Mofcovie, on eft remonte jd& 
qu^au tems de la reine Elizabeth* On trouve qu'oii leur a toujour^ 
ccrit en Anglois, et que Cette princcffe, * * " 

iAn, 1559. Se fervoit du ftile (Tempereur et de bigbuefs. 

1616. Le roy Jaques I^de ccluy d'emptrtur et de majefy. 

1633- Le roy Charles L 

i666* Le x<3ff Cbarles IL 

1687. }aque» IL et Guilknme.III. i» cebiy d'empiroar cr 

165^ dmftridmi^fy* 

vjcrj^ La jneiae Anne s^e/l: fervie du ftlle dtmpermtr^ dimperiai 

mt^^% jufqu'a I'an 1707, et alors Ott comitien^a a ecfB^ 

tommdrndir^tictt outfit malefiy, 

c . 1708. £n 1 70S, ie 19 JuiUet etle i9Septtmbre, tommaitdtr^ 

. MptnalmuLJefy\ et ie 9Kb\wmbre de la m^me annfe 

• onpitBiir et imperial majeftj^ En 1709, 1710, Vjtt^ 

/ ^mptrmt^iniptmU-m^^efyf^*^'-' 
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of Peter the Great, written with his own hand ) 
thjde papers fnfficiently fliow the indefatigable 

painSi 

En 1712, 17 1 3, 17 14, emperour et czarean^ czarijh, et 
imperial fiufftfty, tant6t I'nn, tantot Tautre, et fouvent 
0iAryb et imperial nu^efiy^ dans une meme lettre. 
En 1 714, le 27 Septembre, le ftile de la lettre de notifi- 
cation de Tavenement du roy a la Coiironne, eft, tmpe^ 
rcfUr et yottr majefiy^ et dans pi ufieu rs an tres lettres depuis 
ce temps la c%arijb^ ou imperial nu^^y et quelquefoi^ 
jOur majejiy implement. 

Voicy le titre entier. 

Tp the moft liigh, moft potent, a«d moft illuftrioiis, our moft dear 
brother, the great lord czar, and great-duke, Peter Alexejowitz;, 
of all the Greater, LelTer, and White Ruffia, Self-Upholder of 
A^aicovisiy Kiovia, Ulodomiria, Novogardia, ciar of Ca2an, czar 
si Aftrachan, czar of Iberia, lord of Plexoe, , and great-duke of 
Smoleniko, Tueria, Ugoria, Permia, Viatkya, Bolgaria, and others, 
lord and great-duke of Novogardia, and of the Lower Countries of 
Czemegoriky, Refanlky, Roftovelky, Yeroflave, fieloorzeriky; 
Udorfky, Obdorfki, Condin(kiy and emperour of all the Northern 
Coafts, lord of the Lands of Tverikyj Cartilinlky, and Gruzenlky, 
czar of the Lands of Caberdinfky, Czereafky, and duke of the 
Mountains, and of many other Dominions and Countries, Eaft, 
Weft, and North, fipm Father, and from Grandfather, Heir, Lord 
and Conqueror. 

Lord Carteret^ in a letter to the cardinal Dubois, writes: Lerdi 
concoura fans difficulte avec fa majefti tr^s Chretienne a faire ce que 
V. Eminence jugera Convenable, par rapport au nmtfeau titre que 
le czar demande, et un parfait concert a faire efperer a ce prince une 
telle complaiiance pour fervir a le gagner, et a nous faire tifbr fruits 
de fon ambition. Jan* 30, 172 1-2. 

And in a difpatch to Sir Luke Schaub, he thus expreifes him- 
felf : La coiitume icy a toujours et£ d'ecrire aux czars de Mofcovie 
•fur du veKn enlumine peint et dor€, comme on fait aux empercurs 
de Maroc et Fez, et a pluiieurs autres princes non-Europeens ief- 
i , ' 1 B 2 quels 
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pains with which that great monarch noted 
down the minuteft circumftances, that might 
prOv^ ufeful in his extenfivc plans for the civili- 
zation and aggrandifement of his country. 
MuUer has lately given to the public feveral let- 
ters and other pieces of this kind, which throw 
a confiderable light upon the tranfaftions of Pe- 
ter's reign, and afford iiriking in fiances of his 
perfevering genius. 

From the archives we repaired to the uni verfity, 
alfo fituated in the Khitaigorod : it was founded 
at the inflance of count Shavalof, by the em- 
prcfs Elizabeth, for fix hundred ftudents, who are 
clothed, boarded, and inflrufted at the expencc 
of the crown. We were received, with great ci* 

quels felon cette coutume feroient ^galement fbndez d*in£fter fur le 
titst d*empereur. On n'a jamais voulu changer Tuiage 6tab1y» 
quoique les Mofcovite» Tayent fort folicite durant Tambaflade de 
my lord Whitworth a Mofcow. Ce jniniftrc s'excufa toujoors d^en 
faire la propofitioa* U leur dit, qu^il leur donneroit le titre, fans 
difficultly tel qu'il le trouvoit etabli y mats qu'il ne leur confeiUoit 
pas de remuer cette matiere, ni de s*eclaircir trop foigneufement fur 
quel pied on leur donnoit oe titre. Les Moi«ovites crurent (on avis. 
bon pour lors. Quand my lord Whitworth et Mfr. Tamiral Norrif 
furent chargez d'une commifHon auprez du czar a AmlUrdam, iU 
n'eurent que des lettres de cachet, dont le fUle etoit <voire majejle\ 
les miniilres Rufliens en firent d^abord quelque fcrupule, mais n'y 
inflflerent pas. 

Thefe cxtra^s arc drawn from Sir Luke Schaub's State Papers^ 
in the rare and ample coUedion of the earl of Hardwicke, a nobl^- 
man as diflinguiihed for the extent^ as the liberal ccHXunujuqation o£ 
his knowledge. 

Yility, 
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vility, by the direftor of the univerfity and pro- 
feffors, who conduced us firft to their printing- 
office, - One of the preffes being ^t work, feveral 
flieets were ftruck off and prefented to us asfpe** 
cimens of the Ruffian typography ; on examin- 
ing them we found a complimentary addrefs to 
o\irfelves in the EngUih aiid Ruffian languages, 
of \vhich the annexed engraving is a fac-Jimile. 

We next proceeded to the univerfity library, 
which contains a fmall colleftion of books, and 
a moderate apparatus of experimental philoso- 
phy. On taking leave of the direftor, he oblig- 
ingly prefented me with a Grammar of the Tar* 
tar language, which is taught in this fociety, a 
Syllabus of a year's leftures, and a Catalogue of 
the Greek Manufcripts in the library of the Holy 
3ynod. An extraft from the Syllabus* will dif- 
play to the reader the general ftudies, and the 
principal books ufed in this univerfity for the iur 
ftruftion of the/ ftudents. 

1. A courfe of le6i;ures on the Hiftory of the 
Ruffian Law, on Nettplbadianus, Syftema unir 
verfiB Jurifprudentice^ and on the Ju^ Cambialei 
eight hours a week* 2. On Cicero's Orations 
againft Catiline, the fixth bopk of Virgil's 
Eneid, plays of Plautus and Terence, infl;ruftions 
pn the manner of writing Latin ^nd Ruffian. 

♦ It is entitled " Catalogus prseleftionum publicarum in Univer* 
^ate Csefarea Mofquenii liabendarum**' 
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rerfes from the examples of Horace and Lome- 
nofof ; an expofition of the panegyrical orations 
of Lomonofoi^ together with tmnflations and 
exercifes in Latin and Ruffian profe: eight hours 
a week. 3. On arithmetic, trigonometry, and 
optics, from Wcidier's Matkematicee Infiitu^ 
tiones ; and experimental philofophy from KrU' 
ger's Compendium. 4. On antient and modern 
hiftory. 5. Introduftion to the knowledge of 
moral philofophy, from BielficUrs Inftitutes. 
6. On clinic medicine, or the remedies ufed by 
antient and modem phyficians, from Vogel's 
Compendium. 7. On the pandeSs, from the 
Compendium of Heineccius, and a comparifon 
between the Roman and Ruffian hiw : eight hours 
a week. Profeflbr Defaitiky, who reads this lec- 
ture, teaches alfo the Englifli language fiom a 
^Grammar compiled by himfelf: four hours a 
week. 8. Logic and metaphyfics from Bau- 
meifter's logic, eight hours; and four geometry 
and trigonometry, frotn Weidler* 9. On phyfiq 
under the following heads : pathology, dietetics^ 
and therapeutics, from Ludiwig's Compendium. 

10. On Botany, after the fyftem of Linnaeus. 

11. Anatomy from Ludwig. 12. On the ety- 
jnology, fyntax, and ftyle of the French tongue : 
eight hours. 13. Etymology, fyntax, and ftyle 
of the German. 

Befide the univerfity, there are two gymnafia, 

y^ or 
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x)r fenfiinaties, for the education of youth, eir- 
-dowed alfo by Elizabeth, in which are taught 
jdiydnity, claffics,. philofophy, the Greek, Lath:!, 
Euflian, Gernxan,. French, Italian, and Tartar 
languages ; hiftory, geography, mathematics, 
•algebra, architeQxire, fortification, artillery, 
drawing and painting, mufic, fencing, dancing^ 
reading, and writing. There are twenty-three 
profeffors: amongft thefe, the Syllabus informed 
me, that Mr. Alexief teaches divinity two hours 
in the week. Mr. Matthcei; profeffor and reflbr 
of both feminaries, explains fome of Cicero's 
Orations and feledt Epiftles, Libanius's Letters, 
Ernefti's Oratorical Eflays, Xenophoji's AnabafiSy 
teaches the Roman antiquities from Burman's 
Compendium, and continues his ufual Latia 
exercifes upon oratory. Mr. Sinkovlki, every 
morning from feven to nine, treats of the prin- 
ciples of rhetoric, particularly concerning, the 
Periodologia, both as to theory and pmftice, 
from Burgius'3 Elementa Oratoria; explains 
Caefar's Comilientaries and Juftin; employs his 
fcholars in Latin and Ruffian tranilations, and in 
the etymology and fyntax of the Greek tongue : 
reads Plutarch wi^h Htux^c ; and, from nfne to 
twelve on Mondays, Wednefdays, and Saturdays^ 
Ovid's Metamorphofis, and conneds mythology 
>v ith antient hiftory and geography. Mr. Tftier-r 
botaref, extraordinary profeffor of logic and n>o- 

:p B 4 , rality, 
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rality, and under-librarian to the univerfity, fou^ 
hours in the week, comments upon Heineccii elen 
menta philofophiiB rationalis et moralis, a& weU 
in the original Latin, as in the Ruffian * tranfla- 
tion, for the benefit of thofe who are unacquaintr: 
cd with the Latin tongue. Mr. Urbanfki gives 
inllrudions in rhetoric from the Compendium of 
Burgius, both in theory and praftice. Mr. Holr 
berftof explains Count Teffin's Letters to a younj 
prince f. 

* The account of the Greek manufcripts in the 
library of the Holy Synod at Mofcow, prefented 
to me by the direftor, bore this title : " Notitia 
codicum manufcriptorum Graccorum Bibliothe- 
carum Mofquenjium fanBiJjimae fynodi Eccle- 
Jiae orthodoxae Graeco-RuJJicae^ cum varm 
anecdotiSy tabuUs aeneis et indicibus locupletif: 
Jimis. Edidit Chrifiianus Fredcricus Mattjiaei^ 
Gymnajiorum Unwerjitatis Mofquenfis ReBor. 
MofquaCy typis Univerfitatisy Anna 1776," folio. 
Tlie author is Chriftian Frederick Matthasi, a 
learned German, who ¥^as educated at Leipfic 
under the celebrated Ernefti, and had already 
difplayed his. erudition by feveral excellent edi* 
tions'pf the claffics. Being drawn to Mofcow by 
the liberality of the empf efs, he was appointed a 

* lis praecipue, qui linguae* Latins funt ignari> nee fua ftudia 
•cademica in univeriitate ulterius profeqai poflunt* 
f The king of Sweden when prince royal* 

profeffop. 



profeffor of this univerfity. Soon after his ar-* 
rival, he turned his attention to the ftate of 
Greek literature, and explored the curious col**' 
le6tion of Greek manufcripts in the library of the 
Holy Synod, the grekter part of which had, at 
the fuggeftion of the patriarch N icon, been col- 
le6led by the monk Arfenius from the monafteiy 
pf Mount Athos. 

As a catalogue of thefe manufcrjpts, publiihe^ 
by Athanafius Schiada, at the command of Peter 
the Great, was » exceedingly inaccurate, Mat- 
thaei* was encouraged by Prince Potemkin, the 
great patron of antient literature, who defrayed 
the expence of the publication, to undertake 
this work upon a more extenfive plan. . Accord- 
ingly, in 1776, the learned editor gave to the 
public the firft part, in which he has laid down 
an accurate and cireumftantial detail of fifty- 
one manufcripts, accompanied with judicious 
remarks and critical inquiries. He defcribes the 
materials upon which each manufcriptis written ; 
fpecifies the age, contents, and author, the 
number of pages, and the firft and laft words : 
he points out alfo the different proprietors. The 
author propofes to continue the publication at 
different intervals, imtil he has finilhed the ac- 
count. But as it would'require many years thus 

• Harris has enumerated the editions publifhed by Matthafir 
Philof. Inquiries^ p. 564. 

minutely / 
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-minutely to dcfcnbe.ail the manufcripts«^ which 
amount to 5oe ; the learned author haa, iu' the 
mean while, favouxed the public with a complete 
catalogue, in aiefs circumilanilial manner** To 
this index is prefixed a fatisfa^ory and compre* 
henfire introduftion ; in which^ after informing 
119 that he compiled it for the jufe of prince Yufe- 
pof, an enthufiaft in Greek literature, he gives 
% brief account of the principal manufcripts. 
He enumerates feveral of the Septuagint, and 
cue m particular of the Books oi Kinga> which i$ 
cf the ninth century, and contains, in fom^ 
|>Iaces> many various readings^ materially dif^ 
fcrzng from the printed editions* He mentions 
alfo feveral of the New Tdlament ; fonae acr 
cbmpanied with antient commentaries, which 
have never been publiflied, and which the inger 
Bious author has tranfcribed, collated, and prer 
* pared fo* the prefs. The moft antient of thefe 
was written at different periods ; the iirft part fo 
early as the feventh or eighth century, and the 
remainder in the twelfth and thirteenth. This 
coUeftion, he adds, though chiefly confined tQ 
theological fubje6ls, is by no means deficient in 
the claffics; among which he notices Homer, . 
iEfchylufi, 'Sophocles, Demofthenes, JEfchines, 

''^ *« Index cadkum manufcnptorom Gr^ecerom Bibliotfeecanini 
Mofquenfmm ranaiflTimae Sjmodi ecclefiae orthodoxae Graeco- 
Rufficae i edidit Chriftiamis Fridericus Matthaei. Pctroi>oli, typis 
' AcadcmiacScicntiarum, 1780/' 4tc>. 

Hefrod, 
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Hefiod, Panfanias, Plutarch, and a moft beauti^ 
ful Strabo, which he has collated for the uev 
edition of that author, preparing for the Clares** 
don prefs by Mr. Falkener of Oxford*. ' • 

In this library of the Holy Synod MatthWr 
difcovered an antient hymn to Cfcres in a manu- 
icript of Homer, written about the concluflon of 
the fourteenth century, but which he fuppofes a 
tranferi^f^from an antient and valuable copy: 
this manufcript, befide a fragment of the Iliad^ 
contained the fixteen hymns ufually attributed^ 
to Homer, in the fame order as they are generally 
printed. At the end of the fixteenth he found 
twelve verfes of a hymn to Bacchus, and a hymn 
to Ceres, which, excepting the laft part, was en- 
tire. Matthaei, well acquainted with the delays 
which would attend the publication at Mofcow, 
fcnt a copy of the hymn to the celebrated Run* 
kenius, of the univei-fity of Ley den, who gave it 
to the public in 1780; and twenty lines being 
omitted by miftake, he put forth a fecond edi-* 
tion the following yearf. , 

* It was a coniidemble difappointniefit to me, that Mr. Mattiuei 
was abfent from Mofcow'during my continuance in that city, as I 
fliOHld have derived great information from his acquaintance. I 
have likewife to regret, that, on account of his abfence, I could not 
obtain a Ught of thefe manufcripts. 

t Homeri Hymnut in Cererem nunc prixnum cditus a Bavido 
Kunkenio* 

The 
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The lamed editor has prefixed a critical dif-\ 
quifition, in M^hich he aflerts that the hyrxyn is 
umioubtedly of great antiquity, and written, i€ 
not by Homer himfelf, yet certainly by a very 
dUigent iinitator of his ftyle and phrafeology. 
Though the ftyie' and plan of this hymn appears 
to me (as well as to the celebrated editor) infe-t 
Tior ta Homer, and in fome places unworthy of 
lum ; yet this argument, depending on the tafte 
and feelings of the reader, will not operate on 
all with equal force; nor will even they who 
allow its inferiority to the other produ&ions of 
the divine poet, be inclined to grant the con* 
cluiion, that it is not his work; becaufe Homer 
might in one particular compofition fall below 
his ufual ftandard of excellence* A ftronge? 
proof againft its originality may be drawn from 
the words, phrafes, and inflexions occurring in 
this poem, which are either of a later date than 
the age of Homer, or not found in his unfuft 
pefted works. Some of thefe are enumerated by 
the editor*. . . 

* The ckflical reader, who is defirous of further information re- 
lative to the genuinenefs of this antient poem, is referred to thQ 
kft edition of the hymn by Runkenius^ and to the preface of Mr^ 
Hole's Tranilation. 
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CHAP. 6. 

Retail tnide iii the Kbitaigok)d.— Marl^et for ittt Mb ofhfmfts*'^ 
Excellence of the police in cafes of riot or £re,— Chefs commoA 
an Ruflia.— Account of the Foundling Hofpital.— Excurfion to 

' the Moiiaftery of the Holy Trinity. — Delays of the poft.— De- 
Icription of the nlonaftery.<^Tomb and hittory of Maria titolat 
queen of 'Liyoiiia.<—Tomb and chara&er of Boris Godunof. 

IfUi O S C O W is the, centre of the inland cblh* 
-^^-^ merce of Ruflia, and connedls the trade 
between Europe and Siberia. 

The navigation to this city is formed folely by 
the Mofkva, which, falling into the Occa near 
Colomna, communicates by means of that river 
with the Volga*, But, as the Mofkva is only 
navigable in fpring, on the melting of the fnow, 
the principal merchandize is conveyed on fledges 
in winter. 

Almoft the whole retail commerce of the city 
is carried on in the Khitaigorod, where, accord- 
ing to a cuftom common in Ruflia, as well as iu 
moft kingdoms of the Eafl:, the fliops and ware-* 
houfes are coUefted in one fpot. The place is 
like a kind of fair, confifling of many rows of 
low brick buildings ; the interval between them 
refembling alleys. Thcfe fliops or booths Occupy 



/ 



* For the communication of the Volga with the' Baltic^.fee the 
chapter on the Inland Narig^ioa of Kailia, in the next volume. 

a confiderable 



acondderable fpace, and do not, as with us^ 
make part of the houfes inhabited by the tradef- 
men, but are ufually detached from their dwel- 
lings, which are moftly at fome diftance in ano- 
ther quarter of the town. The tradeffnan comes 
to his fhop in the morning, and returns to his fa- 
mily in the afternoon. Every trade has its fepa- 
nte department ; and they who fdl the fame 
goods have booths adjoining to each other. 
Furs and fldns form the moft confiderable artidte 
fif commerce in Mofcow, and the ihops vending 
thofe commodities occupy feveral iireets*. 
. Among the curiofities of Mofcow, I muft not 
xunit the maiket for the fale of houfes. It if hel4 
in a large open fpace, in one of the fuburbs, an<i 
fKhibits rtddy-nvade houfes^ ftiewed on the 
ground* The purchafer who wants a dwelliio^ 
jrepairs to this ipot, mentions the number of 
rooms he requires, examines the different Xkmr 
Jbers, wliich are regnlarly numbered, and bar*^^ 
gains for that which fuits his purpofe. The houff; 
is fometimes paid for upon the ipot, and remove^ 
by the purchafer ; or the vender <iontraiQjs t^ 
tranfport .amd erejft it upon the place where it i% 
rdefigned to fiand* It may ftem incredible, tliat 
a dweUix^ may .be thus bought, removed^ xuitd^ 
and inhabited, within, the fpace of a week ; buf; 

• According to Stodch,the number of ihops and warehouses in 
Moftow amottnt to^^ODO^ of ^bichtiie Khitaigorod contains 4,075. 

It 
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k will appear.xafily prafticabk by confideiiug 
that thcfe fxad^-^made houfes .ate in geneni 
merely collfe6iiotMi of trunks of trees, tenanted 
add mortaifed at each extrelnity, fo that nothing 
more is required than the labour of tranfporting 
ajod adj ufting them. 

f But this fummary mode of building is not al^ 
ways peculisir to the meaner hovels ; as .wooden 
flrudhires of large dimeniions and handfome ap** 
pearancc are occafionally formed in Ruilia; with 
an expedition almofi; inconceivable to the inha^ 
bitants of other countries* A remarkab»le iuf* 
fiance of this difpatch was difpkyed daring the 
hi& vifit of the emprefe to Mofcow, Her majelly 
propofed to refide in the manfion of prince Ga- 
litzin, which is elleemed the competeft edifice 
in this city ; but as it was not fufficiently fpa- 
cious for her reception, a temporary addition of 
wood; larger than the original houfe, and con- 
taining a magnificent fuite of a^jartments, was 
liniflied within the fpace of fix weeks. This me- 
teor-like febrick was fo handfome and commo- 
diouS) that the materials were afterwards taken 
(lown and re-'conflru^led^ upon an eminence 
near the city, as an imperial villa. 
-In Mofcow I ob&rved an admirable police for 
Jgirie Venting riots, or flopping the conoourie otf 
people ih cafe of fires; which are very frequent in 
thofe pacts where the. houfes are moftly of M^ood, 
•^ ^ and 
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and the (treets l*id with timber. At the* en- 
trance of each ftreet is a cheoaus-dt-ftize gate^ 
one end turning upon a pivot, and the other 
rolling upon a wheel ; near it is a centry-box, in 
irluch a man is occafionally ftationed. In timet 
of riot or fire the centinel fhuts the gate^ and all 
pafiage is immediately flopped. 

Cheifi is fo common in Ruflia, that during our 
continuance at Mofcow, I fcarcely entered into 
any company where parties were not engaged in ^ 
that diverfion ; and, in palling the ilreets, I fre<- 
quently obferved the tradefmen and common 
people playing before the doors of their ihops 
or houfes. The Ruffians are efteemed great pro- 
ficients in chefs. With them the queen has, iu 
addition to the other moves, that of the knight^ 
which, according to Phillidor, fpdil^ the game^ 
but which renders it more complicated, and of 
courfe more interefling. The Ruffians play alfp 
at chefs with four perfons at the fame time, two 
i^ainfl two; for which purpofe the board is 
longer than ufual, contains more men, and is 
provided with a greater number of fquares* I 
was informed, that this mode is more difficulty 
but more agreeable, than the common maimer. 

Amiong the public inflitutions^ the mofl re- 
markable is the Foundling Hofpital, endowed by 
the emprefs in 1764^ and fupported by voluntary 
contributions, legacies, and otlier charitable 

gifti* 
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gifts*. To encourage donations, her majefty 
grants to all benefeftors fome valuable privileges, 
and a certain degree of rank in proportion to 
the extent of their liberality. The hofpital, 
fituated in an airy part of the town on a gentle 
afcent near the river Mofkva, is a large quadran- 
gular building, part of which only was finifhed ; 
it contained 3000 foundlings, and, when the 
whole is completed, will receive 8000. 

The children are received at the porter's lodge, 
and admitted without recommendation. The 
rooms are lofty and large ; the dormitories, 
which are feparate from the work rooms, are 
airy, and the beds not crowded: each found- 
ling, even each infant, has a feparate bed ; the 
bedfteads are of iron; the llieets are changed 
once, and the linen three times a week. I was 
particularly ftruck with the neatnefe of the 
rooms; even the nurferies were uncommonly 
clean, and without unwholefome fmells. No 
cradles are allowed, and rocking is forbidden. 
The infants are not- fvvaddled according: to the 
cuilom of the country, but loofely drefTed. 

The dirc6lor obligingly favoured us with his 
company, and fliewed us the foundlings at their 
refpe6tive works. On his appearanfce the chil^ 

* Beildes thefe occafional fupplies, the tnftittttion is fupported 
by a lottery, tax upon public entertainments, and cards, which are 
Aumped by the Foundlings* Hofpital.— Richer Skizze von Moika. 

' VOL. I. q c drea 
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dren crowded round him ; tomt took hold of hh 
arm ; fome held by his coat ; others kifled hisr 
handy and all exprefled the highefi fatisfa£lion. 
Thefe natural and unfeigned marks of regard 
were convincing proofs of his mildn'efs and . 
good-nature ; for children, when ill ufed, natu- 
rally crouch befor6 thofe who have the manage* 
nieiit of them* I could be no judge m^hether 
the children were well inftru6led, and the regula- 
tions well obferved ; but I was perfeftly con- 
vinced, from their behaviour, that they were in 
tjeneral happy and contented, and perceived 
from their looks that they were remarkably heal- 
tliv ; a circmnftance mving to the uncommon 
oare whkh is pakl to cleanlinefs both in their 
pci fons and rooms. 

The foundlings are divided into feparale cla&s^ 
according to their refpeftive ages. The'childrett 
remain in the nurfcry two y^rs,, at the end ,of 
wliich term they are admitted. into the loweft 
clafa ; tl^ boys and girls continue together until 
they are feven years of age, at which period they 
are fcp^ratcd. Both fexes are inftru6led in read- 
ipg, writing, and cafting accounts* The boys are 
taught to knit, card hemp^ flax^ and wool, and to- 
work in the different manufaftories^ The girls 
learn to knit, net, and perform all kinds of needle- 
work ; they fpin' and weaye lace, and are em- 
ployed in cookay, baking, .and houfe-work. 
. At the age of fourteen the foundlings enter 

into^ 
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intd the firft clafs, and have the liberty of chuf- 
ing any particular branch of trade: for which 
purpofe different fpecies of manufa6lures are efta- 
bliihed in the hofpital; the principal are em- 
broidery, filk ftockings, ribbands, lace,, gloves, 
buttons, and cabinets-work. A feparate room 
is appropriated to each trade. Some are in- 
ftrufted in the French and German lansruasres, 
and a few of the boys in the Latin tongue } 
others learn mufic, drawing, and dancing; 
About the age of twenty, the foundlings receive 
a fum of money, and feveral other advantages, 
which enable them to follow their trade in any 
part of. the, empire: a confiderable privilege in 
Ruffia, where the peafants are flaves, and cannot 
leave their village without the permiffion of their 
mailer. 

In another vifit which I paid to this hofpital, 
I faw the foundlings at dinned: the girls and 
boys dine feparately. The dining rooms, which 
are upon the ground-floor, are large and vaulted, 
and feparated from their work rooms. The firft 
clafs fit at table, the reft ftand ; the little chil- 
dren are attended by fervants ; but thofe of the 
firft and fecond clafs alternately wait upon each 
other. The dinner confifted of beef and mutton 
boiled in* broth, with rice ; I tafted both, which 
were remarkably good: the bread was very 
fweet, and baked in the houfe, chiefly by the' 
^ CO 2 foundlings. 
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foundlings. Each foundling has a napkin, pew- 
tcr-plate, knife, fork, and ipoon: the napkm 
and table-cloth are clean three times in the week. 
They rife at fix, dine at eleven, and'fup at fix. 
The little children have bread at feven, and at 
four. When employed in their neceffary occu- 
pations, the utmoft freedom is allowed, and they 
are encouraged to be as mucH in the air as poili- 
ble. The whole was a lovely fight ; and the 
countenances of the children expreffed the utmoft 
content and happinefs. 

In the hofpital is a theatre, of which the de- 
corations' are the work of the foundlings ; they 
conftru^ed the ftage, painted the fceiies, andT 
made the dreifes. I was prefcnt at the reprefen- 
tation of the Honnite Criminel, and the comic 
opera, Le Devin du VillagCy both tranflated into 
the Ruffian tongue. Not underfianding the 
language, I could be no judge whether they 
fpokc with propriety ; but was furprized at the 
eafe with which they trod the ftage, and pleafed 
with the gracefulnefs of their adion. There were 
fome agreeable voices in the opera. The br- 
cheftra was filled with a band by no means con- 
temptible, which coufifted entirely of foundlings^ 
excepting the firft violin, who was their mufic- 
jiiafter. On this occafion the play was not, as 
ufual, concluded with a ballet, becaufe the prin- 
cipal performer was indifpofed, which was n0f 
^ fmaR 
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ftnall difappointment, as they dance ballets with 
great tafte and elegance. The emprefs, I am 
told, is induced to countenance theatrical re-' 
prefentations, which appfar improper in a femi- 
nary of this kind, from a defire of diifufmg 
among her fubjefts a tafte for that fpecies of en- 
tertainment, which ihe confiders a means of ci- 

' vilization, and of enriching the Ruffian theatres 
with a conftant fupply of performers. 
. Many and great are the advantages of this ex- 
cellent charity. It difFufes a knowledge of the 

' .arts among the people, increafes the number of 
free fubjefts, and above all has confiderably di- 
miniihed the horrid pra6lice of infanticide, fo 
prevalent before the inftitutlon of this hofpital. 

We were unwilling to quit this part of the 
country without vifiting Troitfkoi Klofter, or the 
monaftery of the Holy Trinity, which is diftin- 
guifhed in the annals of this country as the'afy- 
lum for the Ruffian fovereigns in cafes of infur- 
reftion ; and is more particularly known to fo- 
reigners fof the refuge it afforded to Peter the 
Great, when he put an end to the adminiftration 
of his lifter Sophia*. 

The diftance from Mofcow to the monaftery 
being forty miles, we ordered poft-horfes to be 
iready at five in the morning, with an intention 



• Soe Chap. VIII. 
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of viewing the convent, ^d returning by night., 
We hoped to complete this e^^curfionin thetinift 
propofed ; but obftacles continually occur in fo-^ 
reign countries, unforofeen by thofe who ar? not 

• 

fufficiently acquaiQted with the ndanndrs. of the 
natives; aqd an ignorance of the n>o{l trivial 
circumftances, which better informatioiv might 
eJifily have obviated, produces confiderable em^ 
barraflinent. Some petty diftreffes of this nature 
lengthened our expedition from one to three 
days. 

We rofe at Jfive in the morning, but were de- 
tained by want of poft-horfes, wKicJi we found 
great difficulty in procuring, although the 
order was figned both by the gqvernor of the 
province and of the city, and we imp^rtuxied 
the poft-mafier with repeated nieflag^s. / The 
cafe is, that the price for the hire of horfes being 
inyoriuderable, the owners can employ them in 
other fevvices to greater advantage ; and on thia 
account a ftranger, unkfs aci:ompanied with a, 
Ruffian fuldier to quickep the f xpeditiqfl of thofe - 
who furniili the poft, nmft meet with infinite de- 

4 

lays. We were, indeed, ftrongly advifed by fome 
of our acquaintance to ufe t^is precaution, but 
imprudently omitted it, to oiir gfcat inponvc^' 
niencc, as* we foou experienced, 

After waiting nine hours, we at length thought 
purfelves fortunate in feeing the pol^rhoifes mak^ 
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their appearance abcAit two in the afttnioon; 
and fet off ^vith an ^xpedation of proceeding 
without interruption to Uretoffliina, where a re- 
lay wfts waiting for u&i But thedrivei-s fiopping 
^t a village only four miles from Mofcow, pe- 
remptorily refuled' to* carry us any farther. la 
vain we produced the order for horfes ; they 
contended that it authorized us only to take them 
from village to village, and on the ftirn'gth of 
thktlconftruftion returned without further cere- 
naony to Mofcow. Two hours more were em- 
ployed, and much broken Ruffian fpoken by 
our Bohemian inteipreter, before we M^ere able 
to prevail on the inhabitants to f apply us 
with horfes, and were again depofitcd in a vil- 
lage aboirt the diftance of three miles; where 
ftU the okl procefs of altercation, threats, andi 
promifes, was renewed. In this manner we 
continued wrangling andproceeding from village 
to village^ which were thickly fcattered in this 
part of the country, until- near midnight, when 
we found ourfelves at Klifn^a, only feveuteen 
miies fj'om Mofcow, and took up our lodging in 
a peafknt's cottage. Our JBohemian feryant hav- 
ing foiitunately devested great part of the night 
in rambling to differtmt houfcs, and adjufting 
the diflScult negotiation for frclh horfes, we were 
able to depart almoft by day-break; and had the 
(till farther fatisfaftion to pafs over the immenfc 

c c 4' fpajc 
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fpace of feven miles without either halt or delay; 
fo that by eight in the morning we reached Bre- 
tofiliina, half-way between Mofcow and the con- 
vent. Here we found a Ruffian ferjeant, whom 
prince Volkonflci had obligingly fent forwards to 
procure horfes, and accompany us during the 
remainder of our journey: the experience of 
the preceding day taught us the value of. thi§ 
military attendant. ^ . : . 

At Bretoffliina we viewed a palace built by 
Alex^y Michaelovitch, in which he frequently, 
refided : it is a long wooden building, painted 
yellow, only one (lory in height, containing a 
fuite of fmall and low roomS. This palace (if it 
deferves tliat name) has long been uninhabited* 
The emprefs, pleafed with the beauty of the, 
fituation, and rcfpeSing the favourite refidence.; 
of Peter the Great's father, purpofed to build a 
large brick palace near the fite of the old man* 
fion, and part of the materials were already coU 
lefted for that purpofe. On our return to the 
village wc ordered the horfes, and were pleafed 
to find our order obeyed almoftas foon as iffued: 
wc had, indeed, afuccefsful agent in our friend. 
thefcijeant; for the peafants, who were begin-: 
ning to wrangle, and make their ufual alterca- 
tions, were inftantly difperfed by his cudgel,. 
whofe eloquence was more perfuafive than the 

moft pathptic reipoiiilf^npfs, The boors were . 
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certainly accuftomcd to this fpecies of rhetoric f 
for they bore it patiently, and with, perfed good- 
humour ; and, the momenl they were feated on 
the box, began whiftling dnd finging their na-» 
tional fong* as ufuaL We now continued our 
route, and arrived at the convent, though dif-" 
tant from/ Bretofihina twenty miles, without 
once floppiilg to change hotfes. 

Troitfkoi Sergief Klofter, or the monaftery of 
the Holy Trinity, at a little diftanpe bears the 
appearance of a . fmall town ; and, like many) 
cx)nventsl in this country, is furrounded with, 
high brick walls, ftrengthened with battlements 
and towers* The parapet is roofed with wood, 
aiid the walls and towers are provided with em- 
brafures for muflkets and cannon: the whole is.- 
furrounded by a deep ditch. This place with- 
flood feveral fieges ; and particularly baffled all 
the efforts of Ladiflaus prince of Pqlarid, who 
attacked it at the head of a large anny. 

Befide the convent or habitation for the monks, 
the walls enclofe an imperial palace, and nine 
large churches cqnflrufted by different fove- 
reigns. The convent is a range of building 
encircling a court, and far too fpacious for the 
prefent inhabitants: it formerly contained 300 
monks, together with a proportionate number of 
fludents, and was the richefl ecclefiaftical efla- 
bUfliment iq Ruflia. Their eftates, as well ^s all 

th^ 
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the other . church-lands, being annexed to the 
crown, the members receive penfions. With the 
revenues the number iif monks is greatly dimi* 
niilied, and they do not amount to loo., The 
habit is black, with a veil of the fame colour ; 
they eat no meat, and the difcipline of the order 
is very ftri6t Within the convent is a feminary 
for the education of perfons intended for the> 
church, yrhich contained about 200 (hidents. 

The imperial palace, which was -much fre* 
quented when the favereign refided at Mofcow, 
is fmall ; one of the apartments is (^lamented 
with xeprefentations in ftucco of the principal* 
anions of Peter the Great. The nine churches 
are fplendid, and extremely .rich in gold and fil< 
vcr ornaments, and coftly veftments. The princi-» 
pal church has a cupola; of copper gilt, and fouTi 
domes, of tin or iron painted green. We afcended 
a new belfry, built by the emprefs Elizabeth/ 
which is not an inelegant piece of architeduf C ; 
it commands a fine view of the a^acent:countiy, 
which is gently waving^ richly cultivated, pro- 
ducing much grain, and ihickly ftrewed with 
villaores. , The archimandrite or abbot of the mo» 
naflery being abfent, wc could not obtain per» 
nfJifiioh to fee the library, whicfcoecafioned fomt 
regret, bcoaufe, according to Bufching, it con^ 
tains a curious colleftioii of books *, 

• Bufciung'sErd-befcltreibuhgrV.I. p^aja*" ' * ' 

• J In 



In the priucipal church u few tombs drew my 
attention. * 

The firft was that of Maria cjuccn of Livonia, 
probably the only perfon^ who ever bore that 
title, an empty honour, which flie may truly be 
iaid to h^ve purchafed at a dear rate. Maria, 
lineally defcended from Ivan Vaffilievitch I. was 
a relation of Ivan II *• She efpoufed in 1573, 
JVIagnus duke of Holfteint, and titular kipg of 

• IvAM Vassihevitch L 

I 
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VaSSILI IVANOVITCH. ANDREW IvANOtI^ITCH of 

I Staritza, died 1517, 

I 

|VAN VAtSlUt^lTCU II« 



Vladimir Andrevitch^ 
die4 1570. 

I 

.1 

Maria> mtrned tp Ma^nui* 

I . 

EUDOKIA. 

' f Magnus was Ton of Chriftian IIL' king of Denmark, and it 
luiowQ in hiftory by feveml different^ appellations. He is fbme^ 
times flyled king of Livonia^ from hi$ mock^fovereignty in that 
(Country; fometimes duke of Holftein, from his inheriting a portion 
of that duchy o^ the deceafe of his latl^er ; and bifliop of ^fel, 
^m his exchanging hi^ part of Holftein for the bifhoprks of ^fel 
^d Courlondy v^hlch he fecularised. Holberg, the Daniih hiitp- 
rian, mentions a bond for ijcx> marks, vt^hiph was thus iigned: 
f* We Magnus, by t}ie grace of God, Lord of ^fcl and Wck^ 
Bifliop of Courland^ Adminiftratorof the bilhoprick of Reval, Heir 
9f Norway, Duke of Schlefwic)c, llolilein, Stormar, and Ditmarib, 
Count of Oldenburgh and Delmeahurft.'* Titles, as the hiftoriant 
Remark, which could not procure him even a finall Amiofmone^r 
without his bond» |iolberg, t. II. p. 488^ 

^ . . - J^ivonio, 
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Livonia, who was raifed to tJiat dignity by Ivan 
Vaffilievitch II. in an extraordinary manner. 
IJvonia, bordering upon Ruflia, Sweden, and 
' Poland, and reciprocally claimed and poffeffed 
by thofe three powprs, was, in the middle of the 
fixteenth century, partly free, partly fubjeft to 
Poland, and partly to the Swedes, when the tzar 
made an irruption, and conquered a fmall por- 
tion. Well acquainted, however, with the aver- 
(ion of the natives to the Ruffian fceptre, he de- 
clared, that he entered their country with no in- 
terefied views ; hacj no other ambition than to 
irefcue them from the Swedifli ypke; and, re- 
nouncing all right of conqueft, would only ftyle 
himfelf their proteftor : he. exhorted them to 
cie6b for their fovereign Magnus,, brother of Fre^,. 
deric II. king of Denmark, who, in the capacity 
of biihop of Pilten, had fome pretenfions to Li» 
vonia. This propof^l being cheerfully agreed 
Jx) by a gre^t party among the natives, the 
tzar difpatched.an embafly to Magnus, who ac- 
cepted the proffered crown, and repairing with* 
out delay to Mofcow, was formally inftalled in 
his new dignity, upon condition of efpoufing 
Maria, and paying an annual tribute to the 

t/art 

Alagnus, hpwever, being oppofed by the 
Swedes, who maintained a large army in Livo- 
nia, and not unanimoufly acknowledged even 
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by- the. natives, was ftill only a titular fovereign, 
and after a fruitl^fs attempt to take poffeffion of 
his crown, continued to difplay his mock dig* 
nity at Mofcow. At length, in 1577, being 
efcorted to Livonia by the tzar, at the head of 
50,000 troops, lie obtained the town and terri- 
tory of Wenden, the remainder of the province 
being referved to Ruffia. 

Magnus wjis fcarcely admitted into Wendeii, 
where he was received with great deiponftrations 
of joy, than, defpifing a precarious fovereignty, 
he was prevailed upon by his new fubjefts to form 
a fecret alliance with the king of Poland, and 
countera6l the tzar's progrefs in Livonia. Ivan, 
apprized of this negotiation, laid immediate fiege 
to Wenden with a numerous army,and compelled 
the inhabitants to capitulate. Magnus himfelf • 
carried the terms of capitulation, iand, advanc- 
ing to fupplicate the incenfed monarch, threw 
himfelf at his feet, and interceded for the town. 
The tzar, fpuming at him with his foot*, and 

ftriking 

• H«nnlng» author of the p vonian Chronicle, rdates this tranr- 
aftion more to the honour of Ivan. He is thus quoted by the au- 
thors of the Univerfal Hiftoiy, vol* XXXV. p. 24a. *< The ttar 
laid Aege to the place, till, at the eameil requeft pi the citizens, 
Magnus, with only a few attendants, went intp the tzar's camp, 
and, falling on his knees, begged pardon for himfelf and the city. 
BaAlowitz no iboner law the king of Livonia thus proftrate before 
him, than he difmounted frpm his horfe, and de(ired him to rife*. 
Iptumcd.Jum his fword, and, after rcprgaching hu^with the ingra- 
titude 
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ftriking him in the face, loaded him with re- 
proaches for his ingratitude, and ordered him to 
prifon, and entering the town, his troops com^^ 
initted every fpecies of horror and devaftation^ 
Many of the principal inhabitants, retiring into 
the citadel, determined to defend it to the lafl 
extremity ; but perceiving all reiiilance fruitlefs, 
and expefting no quarter, they calmly affem- 
bled, received the facrament, and deftroyed 
themfelves by blowing up the citadel. Thu» 
ended the kingdom of Livonia, four years after 
it was ereded into a fovereignty* Magnus ob- 
tained his enlargement by paying a confiderable 
fum of money, and repaired, with his confort 
Maria, to Pilten in Courland, where he died in 
1583, in extreme diftrefs*. After the death of 
her hufband, IMaria was enticed into Ruffia, 

titude of his late conduf^, freely pardoned him and the city, and 
alTured them of his proteftlon. At this inlbnta cannon-ball from 
the caille narrowly milled killing the tzar; which fo incenfed him^ 
that he mounted his horfe and rode away diiedly, fwearing by St» 
Nicholas, that, for this freih inftance of perfidy, every perfon in 
Wenden (hould fuffer death. Magnus was then put under an ar- 
reft in a iartn-houfe, and obliged to iign an obligation, by which 
he engaged to pay the tzar 40,000 Hungarian florins by the next | 

Chriftmas, as a fatisia^ion for tlie money taken from Polubenfki) , 

and in caie of failure of payment at that time, to forfeit double 4lie ; 

fum, and remain a prifoner at Mofcow till the whole fhould Be dif- 
charged.^* I have followed the principal hiftorians of Sweden and 
Denmark, alfo iteidenftein, and Oderborg, who feem to have given 
the mc^ probable account of this event. 
* Holbergy vol. It. p. 488* . ' 
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and throMcn into a nunnery with her only 
daughter Eudokia *. She was never releafed from 
her confinement, and the time of her deceafe ia \ 

lancertain. The remains^ both of the (Jueen and 
her daughter, were depofited in the convent of 
the Holy Trinity. ' 

In the fame church rcpofe the aflies of Borii 
Feodorovitch Godunof, who, upon the demife 
of Feodor Ivanovitch in 1597, was raifed from 
a private'ftation to the throne of Ruffia. It is a^ 
circumftance extremely favourable to a virtuous- 
cjonduiS, th^t a fovereign cannot commit one 
flagrant offence without fuffering thfe imputation 
of many others ; and that fuppofititious cruel- 
ties are always added to afts of real tyranny. 
This was the fate of Boris Godunof, who, having 
defervedly acquired the deteftation of pofterity 
by the perpetration of one crime, has been un- 
juftly branded with infamy, even for thofe ac- 
tions which m^rit the highefl applaufe. 

Boris Godunof was defcended from , a Tartar 
anceftoF, who came into Ruffia in 1 3^0, and, hav« 
, ing embraced Chriflianity^ afTumed the name of 
Zachary. From Simon Godun, one of his de- 
fcetidants, the family was known by the furname 
of Godunof, and was greatly diflinguifhed by 
the elevation of the perfonag^ now under confi- 
deration. 

• Fletcher's State of Ruffia, Chap, V^ 

BoriS| 
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' Bom, fon of Fcodor Ivanovitch, a noblemair 
of the Ruffian court, was bom in 15£2, and \n 
the «oth year of his age appointed, by Ivau 
Vaffilicvitch II. to attend his fon prince si van x 
being fucceffively promoted to higher offices^ 
and obtaining additional influence by the mar* 
liage of his fitter Irene with Feodor Ivanovitch, 
be was, upon that monarch's fucceffion to the 
throne^ created privy counfellor, matter of the 
horfe, and invetted with the fole diredion of 
affairs. • 

Feodor dying without iffue, the ele6lion fell 
unanimoudy upon Boris Godunof, who owed 
his elevation to the high opinion which all par- 
ties entertained of his capacity and wifdom ; to 
the influence of his fitter Irene, and to the art- 
ful manner with which he affe6led to decline, 
while he was moft . ambitious to poflefs, the 
crown. He deferved his elevatioli by his con- 
fummate abilities and popular manners; and, 
for his political and civil deportment, he is 
juftly ranked among the greateft ftatefmeri of 
his age. 

Happy. would it have been for himfelf and 
country, had he united moderation and huma-^ 
nity to thefe fplendid qualities. His perfecution 
of feverat noble families, who ftood in the way 
of his ambitious dcfigns, and ftill more the 

aifaifinatiofi 
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affaffination * of Demetrius, brands his charac-^ 
ter with indehble infaijiy. But while we admit 
and deteft in this inftance the full extent of his 
guilt, let not our horror at this crime induce us 
to mifreprefent his moft laudable a6lions. Let 
us not affeit, with his enemies, that to turn the 
attention of the people from the cataftrophe of 
the pfince, and to ingratiate himfelf in their fa* 
vour by an a6l of public munificence, he pur- 
•pofely fet ^re to feveral parts of Mofcow, that he 
might rebuild tTaem at his own expence ! Nor 
let us, with equal val^furdity and injuftice, ac- 
cufe him of privately inviting the khan of the 
Tartars to invade Ruffia, that he might occupy 
the public with a foreign war, and acquire frefli 
glory by repelling the enemy ! 

We may add to the lift of his fuppofititious 
crimes, that he poifoned Feodor; for the tzar' 
had long laboured under a declining ftate of 
health t; and, the year before his death, re- 
quefted a phyfician from England ;}; . Even his 
paternal attention and unbounded generofity 
towards his fubjeds during a famine, which 



• This is not the proper place to inquire whether Demetrius was 
really aiTaffinatcd, or whether he efcaped ? for the crime of Borii 
was the fame, whether his orders were carried into execution, of 
eluded. See the next chapter. 

f Fletcher (ays of Feodor, that he was inclining to a dfopfy* 
I As appears from a letter in the Ruffian archives. 

Vol. L p d fooi^ 
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foon after his ele\'atioa to the throne, defolated 
JMofcow, was turned into an accufation againft 
him; for it was infinuated, that from an abfurd 
delicacy, he would not permit foreigners to fup- 
ply the Ivuflians with corn, and that he joined fe- 
veral banditti in plundering the houfes of the 
rich * ; calumnies ably and unanfwerably re- 
futed by Muller. But the brighteft fplendour 
of abilities, and even the moft upright ufe of 
power, will not atone for the ill means of ac- 
quiring it; and the time arrived, when Boris paid 
the price for the aflaffination of ^ Demetrius* 
The deaih and charafier of Boris Godunof are 
thus deliqeatcd by aii impartial hiftorian f. 

The pai'ty of the pretended Demetrius in- 
creafed daily, and the Ruffians flocked to him 
fron) all quarters. This cif cumftance, Joined to 
the inadivity of the Ruffian army, had fuch an 
e?fFe6l upon Boris, that, driven^ to defpaii*, he 
fwallowed poifon :{: . He felt the firft effefts of 
the poifon at dinner, and the fymptoms Avere fo 
violent, that he had fcarcely time to enter into 



• This repoit, Mr. Muller conjeiflurcs, arofe from his compel- 
ling the bifliops and nobles, ^ho had a fuperfluity of corn, to dif- 

J, , • ■ • • , 

pofe of it to the poor at ah under price, S. R. G. V. 

t Muller, S. R. G. V. p. 247. 

J .Captain Margaret fays,, that he died of an apoplexy. Etat de 
la Ruflie, p. 1 18. 

4 the 
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the nionaftic order before he expired. Accord- 
ing to the Ruffian, cuftom, he changed his name 
from Boris to Bogolep. His deceafe happened 
on the 13th of April, or the^4th, according to 
the new ftyle, 1605, after a reign of eight years 
and two months. 

" It muft be allowed that his death was a 
great lof$ to Ruffia ; for if we except the un- 
juftifiable means by which he raifcd himfelf to 
the throne, and the cruelty with which he per- 
fecuted feveral illuftrious families, particularly 
the houfe of Romanof, he muft be efteemed an 
excellent fovereign. Ambition and revenge 
were his principal vices : on the contrary, pene- 
tration and fagacity, affability and munificence, 
political knowledge, diligence in the adminif- 
tration of affairs, affiduity in introducing into 
Ruffia the improvements of foreign nations, in 
a word, unwearied attention to promote the ad^- 
vantage of his country, and the welfare of his 
fubje6ls, were confpicuous parts of his charac- 
ter. We are apt to overlook the vices of a 
fovereign in confideration of his princely vir- 
tues, and in this refpeft Boris is entitled to our 
efteem. When we add to thefe confiderations 
the long chain of calamities which fucceeded 
his death, his lofs could not but be fenflbly^ 
felt'* ' . 

His 
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" His remains were at firft depofited in the 
Imperial fepulchre at Mofcow; but were after- 
wards removed to the convent of the Holy 
Trinity*. 

» 

• For the Hiftory of Boris Godiuiof, fee Mullen $• R« ^* Vol. y« 
f, 2710249. 
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